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EUGENE: Gold medalist Jamaica’s Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce (left) and bronze medalist Jamaica’s Elaine Thompson-Herah shake hands with spectators after the women’s 100m final during the World Athletics 
Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene.—AFP

EUGENE: Jamaica’s Shelley-Ann Fraser-Pryce 
made history Sunday as she bagged a fifth world 
100m title on Sunday, as Team USA claimed four 
other crowns on offer in Eugene. Fraser-Pryce, a 
35-year-old mother, led from gun to tape in a con-
summate display of sprinting that belied her age. 

The Jamaican, who previously won the blue 
riband event in 2009, 2013, 2015 and 2019, won in 
a  championsh ip  record  o f  10 .67  seconds . 
Shericka Jackson took silver in a personal best of 
10.73sec, with four-time Olympic sprint champion 
Elaine Thompson-Herah claiming bronze (10.81). 
I t  was  the  f i r s t  t ime a  nat ion  had swept  the 
medals in the women’s 100m at the worlds and 
came just a day after Fred Kerley led a US sweep 
of the men’s 100m. 

“It was definitely something on the cards,” 
Fraser-Pryce said of the potential sweep. “I’m glad 
I was the one who finished first in the sweep and 
I’m glad the other ladies came through and we 
were able to celebrate the 1-2-3. “It’s special, it’s 
my fifth world title in the 100m, and doing it at 35, 
yes I said 35!” In a startling day of results for 
Team USA on home soil, Ryan Crouser led another 
American cleansweep, this time in the shot put 

alongside Joe Kovacs and Josh Awotunde. 
There were also 1-2 finishes in the women’s 

pole vault thanks to Katie Nageotte and Sandi 
M o r r i s ,  a n d  t h e  1 1 0 m  h u r d l e s  a s  G ra n t 
Holloway retained his title ahead of teammate 
Trey Cunningham. Ho l loway’s  v ic tory  in  the 
hurdles was marred by the withdrawal through 
i n j u r y  o f  Ja m a i c a n  H a n s l e  Pa r ch m e n t  wh i l e 
Devon Allen was dramatically ruled out after a 
heart-breaking fa lse start  on the same track 
wh e r e  h e  s t a r r e d  a s  a  c o l l e g e  a t h l e t e . 
Parchment, who had stunned Holloway to win 
Olympic gold last year, clipped a hurdle during 
the warm-up and left clutching his thigh. 

Holloway admitted that he had sympathy for 
Allen’s marginal false start call. “I didn’t think he 
false started at al l ,” he said. “But technology 
says otherwise. It’s one of those things. It’s ath-
letics. Anything can happen in track and field. It 
is  what  i t  is .”  Al len meanwhi le  descr ibed his 
false start as “frustrating”. “You train a whole 
year for one competition that lasts 13 seconds 
and that’s that,” Allen said. “It happens and I’ll 
learn from it - and I’ll make sure I don’t react as 
fast next time.” 

Feeling easy for Warholm  
Elsewhere on the track, Norway’s Karsten 

Warholm qualified smoothly for Tuesday’s 400m hur-
dles final. The 26-year-old Olympic champion and 
world record holder has been out injured with a ham-
string injury, but he vowed this week he was at 100% 
and looked comfortable as he coasted through his 
semi-final in his bid to bag a third consecutive world 
title. “It felt easy. I did my thing for the first turn to 
test my speed,” said Warholm. “It felt good, nothing 
wrong. To be honest, it’s not that often that I can run 
48sec this easy so it’s good.” Joining him in the final 
wil l  be his principal arch-rivals American Rai 
Benjamin and Brazil’s Alison Dos Santos, the silver 
and bronze medalists in Tokyo. Belgium’s Olympic 
champion Nafi Thiam was in control of the heptathlon 
after four events, having registered 13.21sec in the 
100m hurdles, 1.95sec in the high jump, 15.03m in the 
shot put and 24.39sec in the 200m. 

That left her with 4,071 points, 61 ahead of Anouk 
Vetter of the Netherlands, while reigning world 
champion Katarina Johnson-Thompson of Britain sat 
in sixth on 3,798pts. The gruelling multi-discipline 
event concludes on Monday with the long jump, 
javelin throw and 800m. —AFP

History-making Fraser-Pryce bags fifth 100m title

USA secure four crowns Bekh-Romanchuk  
jumping for all of  
Ukraine  

 
EUGENE: Maryna Bekh-Romanchuk says she will be 
leaping for the compatriots of her war-torn homeland 
when she chases a medal in the women’s triple jump final 
at the World Championships in Oregon on Monday. The 
26-year-old is a realistic medal prospect at Hayward 
Field in Eugene, where she aims to post a top-three fin-
ish three years after claiming long jump silver at the 
2019 Doha World Championships. 

Bekh-Romanchuk hopes that a medal can bring a 
sliver of joy to her compatriots as Ukraine battles 
Russian forces who invaded the country in February. “I 
will jump for my people, for my country,” Bekh-
Romanchuk said. “Because Ukrainian soldiers, women, 
children need support, good news. They need victories. 
My country needs to win (the war).” Like many elite 
Ukrainian athletes, Bekh-Romanchuk has been forced to 
train outside her homeland since the invasion. 

Bekh-Romanchuk has been based in Italy this sea-
son, leaving Ukraine in March just before the world 
indoor championships in Belgrade, where she won silver 
in the triple jump. That has meant an enforced separation 
from family including husband Mykhailo, a double 
Olympic swimming medalist who has been training in 
Germany. Bekh-Romanchuk says she is determined to 
return to Ukraine once the athletics season is over. 

“After season I want to come back home, I didn’t see 
my parents in six months,” she said. “I didn’t see my 
friends. I’ve seen my husband only once in months. “I 
stay in Italy, we have different seasons, it’s not possible 
to see each other often, it’s hard for me, I miss him.” 
Bekh-Romanchuk keeps track of developments in 
Ukraine each day, and speaks regularly to her mother 
via phone. She says she checks less frequently just 
before competition, however, in order to keep a “fresh 
head.” 

“This morning I talked to my mum and I heard (air-
raid) alarms, I asked her ‘All good?’, it was all good, but I 
feel worry,” she said. “Alarms in my city two or three 
times every day. Sometimes we have one day without 
alarm-they are the best days.” Bekh-Romanchuk longs 
for the day when she will be able to return home and 
train in her own country, but admits that her life has 
“changed forever, will never be the same.” “I saw war,” 
she says. “Before that I only saw war in movies. Now all 
Ukraine saw war, death. We are not free, but we all know 
about freedom. 

“I want to see my parents, I want to go to my stadi-
um, I like my stadium, I want to sleep in my bed. I’m real-
ly tired of changing training place, with all my bags. I just 
want to come back home.” —AFP 

Uganda’s Cheptegei  
delivers masterclass,  
retains 10,000m title 

 
EUGENE: Uganda’s Joshua Cheptegei delivered a 
masterclass of unpanicked front running to retain the 
men’s world 10,000m title in Oregon, on Sunday. 
Cheptegei, also the world record holder, led for large 
periods of the race and held off all challengers on the 
final lap at Eugene’s Hawyard Field to clock a winning 
time of 27min 27.43sec.  

Kenya’s Stanley Waithaka Mburu claimed silver in 
27:27.90, with another Ugandan, Jacob Kiplimo, tak-
ing bronze (27:27.97) in an unsually close finish. “I did 
not aim to run really fast because of the heat, the sun 
was very strong,” Cheptegei said. “The conditions 
were kind of challenging. “You just have to enjoy the 
race and see how it is going. Then it was going good.” 

Cheptegei added: “I knew that if I get into the last 
fight, I can control it and I could speed it up. I was 
able to get stronger and keep it faster and faster.” 
Spain’s Carlo Mayo took up the early running, the 
loaded field quickly splitting into single file. Uganda’s 
Stephen Kissa and Cheptegei then moved to the front 
at the 3km mark, reigning Olympic champion Selemon 
Barega briefly surging through the 5km mark in 14.01. 

Kiplimo put in a shift up front, further splitting the 
pack to a lead group of 15, perhaps bigger than the 
east Africans might have liked. Heading into the final 
two laps, Barega and Mburu shot to the front, setting 
up a grandstand finish as a pack of eight went through 
the bell for the final 400 metres. Long-time leader 
Cheptegei was in no doubt about what his race plan 

was, kicking past the pair at 300 meters and easily 
holding off all-comers down the back stretch, around 
the final bend and towards the home straight in a con-
summate display of distance running. 

Ethiopia’s Barega finished fifth, beaten to fourth by 
American Grant Fisher. It was not the result Barega 
wanted and he didn’t hold back. “I did not only expect 
to get a medal in Eugene but I was targeting the 

gold,” he said. “So you can see that the disappoint-
ment is very big. I did not control the race, did not 
watch the other runners and was trying to run my own 
pace. Maybe that was a big mistake in the end. “This 
definitely was a big lesson for me and I will try to not 
to repeat it in the future. I still plan to run 5000m 
here so I hope to bring some better result for my 
country.” —AFP

EUGENE: Maryna Bekh-Romanchuk of Team Ukraine 
competes in the Women’s Triple Jump qualification at 
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon. —AFP

EUGENE: Joshua Cheptegei of Team Uganda celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win gold in the Men’s 10,000m Final 
on day three of the World Athletics Championships Oregon22 on July 17, 2022. — AFP


