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MPs urge new PM to start  
new era, fight corruption

New premier pledges to safeguard democracy, constitution

Murmu sworn  
in as India’s first  
tribal president 
 
 
NEW DELHI: Droupadi Murmu was 
sworn in as India’s president on 
Monday, making her the first person 
from one of the country’s marginal-
ized tribal communities to serve as 
head of state. The former school 
teacher and state governor was elect-
ed to the largely ceremonial position 
last week with 64 percent of the vote 
by members of India’s parliament and 
state assemblies. 

Murmu, who is from the Santhal tribe 
and was born in eastern Odisha state, 

paid her respects before her inaugura-
tion at a memorial dedicated to India’s 
independence hero Mahatma Gandhi in 
New Delhi. “I started my life journey 
from a small tribal village,” Murmu, 64, 
said after taking the oath of office in par-
liament. “From the background I come 
from, it was like a dream for me to even 
get elementary education,” she added. 
“But despite many obstacles, my resolve 
remained strong and I became the first 
daughter from my village to go to col-
lege.” 

Murmu’s win was considered a cer-
tainty because of the strength of the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party and its allies in 
the parliament and state assemblies. 
Analysts said the move would probably 
help Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
extend his base among the poor tribal 
communities ahead of his re-election bid 
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NEW DELHI: India’s new President Droupadi Murmu (center) inspects a guard of honor 
after her swearing-in ceremony, at presidential palace Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi 
on July 25, 2022. - AFP  

UNTERREIT: An employee of Uniper Energy Storage walks through the above-ground facili-
ties of a natural gas storage facility at the Uniper Energy Storage facility in Bierwang, 
southern Germany. — AFP  

By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: Lawmakers have warmly welcomed the 
appointment of Interior Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf Al-Sabah as a new prime minister and urged 
him to start a new era in the country and fight cor-
ruption, as he pledged to HH the Amir, he would safe-
guard democracy and the constitution. 

An Amiri order was issued yesterday naming the 
66-year old Sheikh Ahmad, the son of HH Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, to replace the 
outgoing premier Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah 
who resigned more than three months ago following a 

grilling by opposition MPs. In a letter sent to the Amir 
yesterday, Sheikh Ahmad pledged to safeguard “the 
constitution, democracy and the state of institutions 
established by our ancestors”. He also vowed to exert 
all efforts to achieve comprehensive development. 

MPs expressed optimism that Sheikh Ahmad will 
be able to take Kuwait out of ongoing political dis-
putes that stalled reforms and development and 
vowed to lend him all cooperation needed.  
Opposition MPs, who were at loggerheads with the 
outgoing prime minister, were overjoyed by the 
appointment of Sheikh Ahmad, seen as close to the 
opposition. 

MP Ahmad Al-Azmi said the new premier has 
inherited a heavy legacy by a sequence of previous 
cabinets which strongly harmed Kuwait. MP Saud Al-
Mutairi expressed the hope that the new head of 
government will succeed in averting the mistakes of 
the previous governments to “build a new Kuwait”. 
MP Mohammad Al-Huwailah considered that the 
public support to the premier should form a launch-
ing pad for a new agenda of national action and com-
prehensive reforms. 

MP Muhannad Al-Sayer said he was looking for an 
end to an era of sponsoring corruption and political 
blackmail and the start of another where citizens will 

be true partners. MP Muhalhal Al-Mudhaf called for 
achieving political and economic reforms, safeguard-
ing public funds and seriously holding corrupt people 
to account. 

MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf called for adopting a new 
policy for reforms and fighting corruption. He also 
called for pardoning politicians who fled the country. 
MP Abdullah Al-Mudhaf said that the overwhelming 
popular support for the new premier is the way to 
succeed. MP Osama Al-Shaheen said the new pre-
mier took immediate and decisive reforms as an inte-
rior minister and “we are looking for similar reforms” 
in the government. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House 
(Baitak) held its ordinary and 
extraordinary General Assembly 
meeting on Monday and approved 
the deal to acquire Ahli United Bank 
- Bahrain with the attendance of 
83.189 percent of shareholders. All 
items on the agenda of the ordinary 
General Assembly were approved 
during the meeting, which includes 
the approval of the Sharia 
Supervisory Board report with 
regards to the proposal to acquire 
Ahli  United Bank (BSC), and its 
attachments, the approval of the 
board of directors to approve the 
exchange rate which is one share 
from KFH for 2.695 shares of Ahli 
United Bank (BSC), and approve the 
evaluation of real assets that was 

done by one of the evaluators 
accredited by the Capital Markets 
Authority to increase the issued cap-
ital of KFH. 

The General Assembly approved 
the renewal of the ordinary general 
assembly that was issued in its meet-
ing on January 20, 2020 regarding 
the l isting of KFH on the stock 
exchange in Bahrain. All items on the 
extraordinary General Assembly 
Agenda, were also approved, most 
important of which is the recommen-
dation of the Board of Directors to 
increase the issued and paid up capi-
tal of KFH by issuing maximum num-
ber of shares at 4,200,000,000 
shares, with the national value of the 
shares to use it for executing the 
acquisition. 

Baitak Chairman of the Board 
Hamad Abdul Mohsen Al-Marzouq 
said the KFH acquisition of Ahli 
United Bank - Bahrain represents a 
historic milestone at a time when 
Kuwaiti banking sector is moving for-

ward in a highly competitive industry 
both regionally and internationally. At 
the same time, opportunities for small 
banks to compete with bigger bank-
ing entities over the years have 
diminished. — (See Page 8) 

KFH seals AUB-Bahrain deal 

KUWAIT: KFH holds ordinary and extraordinary general assembly meeting on Monday. 

 
Lebanese ‘gang’  
kidnaps a Saudi  
 
BEIRUT: Lebanese authorities launched an 
investigation Monday into the kidnapping at the 
weekend of a Saudi lured to the country’s eastern 
city of Bekaa to buy a property, a judicial official 
said. The public prosecutor of the Bekaa region 
instructed security forces to “conduct investiga-
tions and gather information on his whereabouts, 
which is likely the Al-Sharawneh neighborhood” 
on the outskirts of Baalbek, the official told AFP, 
asking not to be named. 

Unrest and clashes between rival influential 
families are common in Baalbek, where the Iran-
backed Shiite movement Hezbollah is dominant. 
The army often conducts raids in the city, notably 
in Al-Sharawneh, over cases of drug trafficking, 
theft, kidnapping and other crimes. A “gang” lured 
the victim to Lebanon to buy property and the 
man was taken directly to Baalbek on Sunday 
upon landing in Beirut, the official said. 

A ransom demand has not been issued but the 
Saudi was likely taken “with the aim of financially 
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PAM, ministry  
tackle domestic  
workers issues  
 
 
KUWAIT: Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) 
and Commerce Ministry are discussing some issues 
that are related to Kuwait’s domestic helpers. The 
plan is to hire the actual numbers of workers needed 
so as to reduce the number of expats in accordance 
with the demographic structure. The current number 
of domestic helpers in Kuwait is more than 650,000 - 
although this number dropped 17,000 the previous 
year. Automatic cancellation of domestic helpers’ res-
idence permits will continue - for those who are still 
outside the country for more than six months.  

Other issues include; harmonizing domestic work-
ers’ salaries - not per nationality but according to 
their contracts. Currently, some Asian helpers are 
receiving more salaries than the Africans. This makes 
Kuwait unattractive to Africans as they prefer the 
neighboring countries. Meanwhile, there are delays in 
the signing Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
over the years due to the lack of agreement on 
salaries and to labor contracts. 

Informed sources revealed that the transfer of 
jurisdiction of domestic helpers from Interior 
Ministry to PAM did not achieve the goal of protect-
ing the rights of domestic helpers and improving 
Kuwait’s image abroad. Officials discussed the rec-
ommendations - to explore other countries and hire 
domestic helpers from there. Other suggestions 
include allowing domestic helpers to work either dai-
ly or on monthly basis; guarantee their rights and 
quickly resolve any disputes with their employers.  

PARIS: Natural gas has emerged as a 
weapon of war between Russia and 
Europe since Moscow’s February 24 
invasion of Ukraine. Here is how the 
standoff developed: 

 
Nord Stream 2 halted 

On February 22, 2022, German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz says he is sus-
pending the Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
project with Russia in response to 
Moscow’s recognition of two break-
away regions in Ukraine. The project 
has long been a source of tension with 
Berlin’s allies in the United States and 
Europe, who worry it would increase 
Germany’s energy dependence on 

Russia. Ukraine also fears it will lose 
revenues from gas transit if Nord 
Stream 2, which would deliver Russian 
gas to Germany via the Baltic Sea, goes 
ahead. 

 
Gas prices soar 

On February 24, Russia invades 
Ukraine. Gas and oil prices soar on fears 
of possible cuts in supplies. On March 2, 
the European Union cuts seven Russian 
banks off from the SWIFT banking 
transfer system. But it spares two major 
lenders with strong ties to the energy 
sector, reflecting the dependence of 
several EU states on Russian gas. 
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Russia-West gas war 


