
MANILA: Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr
vowed Monday to slash poverty, rein in soaring food
prices and boost renewable energy, as he unveiled an
ambitious blueprint for his six-year term.

In his first State of the Nation address, Marcos Jr
offered a laundry list of targets, ranging from getting
children back into classrooms, easing the debt burden
of farmers, and expanding internet access. Unlike his
predecessor Rodrigo Duterte, who used to frequently
go off script in a stream of consciousness and threaten
to kill people, Marcos Jr stuck to a prepared speech
that was methodical and heavy on numbers.

After inheriting an economy ravaged by COVID-19
lockdowns and inflation, the new president expressed
cautious optimism for the future-even as the war in
Ukraine and supply chain disruptions drive up food and
fuel prices.

“I do not intend to diminish the risks and challenges

that we face in this turbulent time in global history,” he
told the audience of lawmakers, diplomats and judges.
“And yet I see sunlight filtering through these dark
clouds. We have assembled the best Filipino minds to
help navigate us through this time of global crisis.”

Marcos Jr, who is the son and namesake of the
country’s late dictator, spoke for 74 minutes without

mentioning human rights, corruption or peace talks
with militant groups. Instead, the 64-year-old scion
focused on the economy, clean energy, agriculture, and
helping poor Filipinos.

Marcos Jr vowed to more than halve the poverty
rate to single digits by the end of his term and offer
financial relief to many farmers, including forgiving
debts. Renewable energy was “at the top of our climate
agenda”, he said, insisting it was time to reconsider
building nuclear power plants in the disaster-prone
country.

He also pledged to boost agricultural productivity
and bring down food prices. “These will not be done in
one day, one month or one year. But we need to start
now,” he said.

Peaceful protests 
Marcos Jr was swept to power by a landslide in

the May 9 elections, completing his family’s remark-
able comeback from pariahs in exile to the peak of
political power. Hours before his speech, several
thousand protesters marched peacefully along a
major avenue to oppose his victory and criticise his
first weeks in office.

“He’s just sitting around, he’s busying himself revis-
ing history instead of doing the urgent work of stop-
ping the rising costs of commodities especially food,
distributing land to farmers and raising the wages of
workers,” said Angelo Suarez, who volunteers for an
agricultural workers union.

The higher cost of living is worsening the financial
misery of millions of Filipinos already struggling to feed
their families. The central bank recently raised interest
rates for the third straight month as it struggles to rein
in surging energy prices. Inflation hit 6.1 percent in
June, the highest level in nearly four years. — AFP
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QUEZON CITY, Philippines: Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr (front C) gestures as he arrives for his first State of the Nation address at the House of Representatives in Quezon City, suburban Manila on July 25, 2022. — AFP

Marcos Jr unveils economic blueprint 

Pope to apologise 
for Canada 
school abuse
EDMONTON, Canada: Pope Francis will visit a for-
mer residential school in Canada on Monday, where he
is expected to make a historic personal apology to
Indigenous survivors of abuse committed over decades
at the Catholic-run institutions.

The leader of the world’s 1.3 billion Catholics arrived
the previous day in Edmonton for a six-day visit, which
has long been awaited by the First Nations, Metis and
Inuit communities. The 85-year-old pontiff’s trip, which
he has described as a “penitential journey,” is primarily
to apologize to survivors for the Church’s role in the
scandal that a national truth and reconciliation commis-
sion has called “cultural genocide.” From the late 1800s
to the 1990s, Canada’s government sent about 150,000
First Nations, Metis and Inuit children into 139 residen-
tial schools run by the Church, where they were cut off
from their families, language and culture.

Many were physically and sexually abused by head-
masters and teachers, and thousands of children are
believed to have died of disease, malnutrition or neg-
lect.  A delegation of Indigenous peoples traveled to
the Vatican in April and met the pope-a precursor to
Francis’ six-day trip-after which he formally apolo-
gized. But doing so again on Canadian soil will be of
huge significance to survivors and their families, for
whom the land of their ancestors is of particular impor-
tance. Francis is to arrive at 10:00 am (1600 GMT)
Monday at the community of Maskwacis, about 100
kilometers (62 miles) south of Edmonton, where the
former Ermineskin residential school-one of the largest
in Canada-was located until its closure in 1975.

After a silent prayer in the cemetery, he will deliver
his first speech, in Spanish, to an estimated crowd of
15,000, expected to include former students from
across the country. At 4:30 pm, Francis will go to the
Sacred Heart Catholic Church of the First Peoples in

Edmonton, one of the city’s oldest churches, where he
will deliver a second speech to Indigenous communi-
ties. “I hope that this visit is the beginning of a change
in history, a change in the way business is going to be
done, and a way for us to begin our healing journey,”
George Arcand Jr, the grand chief of the Confederacy
of Treaty Six First Nations, said on national television.
“I asked the Pope to walk with us and create this new
road that needs to be created.”

‘Healing journey’ 
Since May 2021, more than 1,300 unmarked graves

have been discovered at the sites of the former schools,
sending shockwaves throughout Canada. The country
has slowly begun to acknowledge this long, dark chap-
ter in its history.

The papal visit, though highly anticipated, is also a
source of controversy for some survivors and their
families. Many expect Francis to make symbolic ges-
tures, such as returning some of the Indigenous arti-
facts that have been held in the Vatican for decades.

“It means a lot to me” that he came, said Deborah
Greyeyes, 71, noting her “entire reserve” was going to
hear Francis speak. Greyeyes, an Edmonton resident, is
a member of the Muskeg Lake Cree Nation, the largest
Indigenous group in Canada.

“I think we have to forgive, too, at some point,” she
told AFP. But “a lot of stuff was taken away from us.”
After a mass before tens of thousands of faithful in
Edmonton on Tuesday, Francis will head northwest to
an important pilgrimage site, the Lac Sainte Anne.

Following a July 27-29 visit to Quebec City, he will
end his trip in Iqaluit, capital of the northern territory
of Nunavut and home to the largest Inuit population in
Canada. There he will meet with former residential
school students, before returning to Italy.

The flight to Edmonton constituted the longest since
2019 for Francis, who has been suffering from knee
pain that has forced him to use a cane or wheelchair in
recent outings. The pope was in a wheelchair Sunday
and used a lifting platform to board the plane in Rome,
and was also in a wheelchair on the tarmac in
Edmonton. Francis is the second pope to visit Canada,
after John Paul II, who did so twice in the 1980s and
again in 2002. — AFP

EDMONTON, Canada: Pope Francis (R) and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (L) take part in a welcoming cer-
emony for the Pope at Edmonton International Airport in Alberta Province, Canada. — AFP

Singapore asked 
to indict Sri Lanka’s 
exiled leader
SINGAPORE: An international human rights group has
formally asked Singapore to indict Sri Lanka’s deposed
president Gotabaya Rajapaksa for crimes against
humanity during his country’s decades-long civil war,
officials said Monday.

Rajapaksa fled his country earlier this month after his
official residence was stormed by tens of thousands of
protesters infuriated by the island nation’s painful eco-
nomic crisis. He later escaped to the Maldives in a mili-
tary plane and travelled on to Singapore, from where he
tendered his resignation.

Rajapaksa helmed Sri Lanka’s defence ministry while
his brother Mahinda was president and was in charge
when the country’s brutal Tamil separatist conflict came
to a bloody end in 2009. Rights groups accused gov-
ernment forces of killing 40,000 Tamil civilians in a no-
holds-barred offensive during the war’s final weeks.

The South Africa-based International Truth and
Justice Project said it had urged Singapore to exercise
its universal jurisdiction to arrest the former president
for grave breaches of international humanitarian law.

“These include murder, execution, torture and inhu-
man treatment, rape and other forms of sexual violence,
deprivation of liberty, severe bodily and mental harm,
and starvation,” according to the 63-page complaint.

Singapore’s Attorney General’s Chambers (AGC)
confirmed Monday it had received a complaint from the
group on the weekend, without giving further details.
The once powerful Rajapaksa clan has long maintained
that no civilians were killed in crushing a Tamil Tigers

separatist movement, resisting repeated international
calls for an independent investigation.

Soon after coming to power in November 2019,
Rajapaksa, a retired army lieutenant colonel, granted a
pardon and freed an army sergeant on death row for the
murder of eight Tamils, including three children.

Last year, Rajapaksa granted an amnesty to his close
associate Duminda Silva, another convicted murderer
who was on death row for killing a former lawmaker and
four others. Sri Lanka does not carry out the death
penalty in practice and the convicts were serving life
sentences when the ex-president freed them, despite

local and international condemnation. Rajapaksa has
also been accused of leading death squads, but he
denied abducting dissidents and journalists and killing
them when he served as defence secretary between
2005 and 2015. Two cases against him in a California
court were frozen in 2019 after he became president
and acquired sovereign immunity.—AFP

UK’s Sunak vows 
tough action 
on China 
LONDON: Britain’s two prime ministerial contenders
were set Monday to go head-to-head for the first time
in a televised debate after a weekend of tough talking
on China. In response to criticism by Conservative lead-
ership favourite Liz Truss, rival Rishi Sunak announced
plans to crack down on Beijing’s influence, calling it the
“number one threat” to domestic and global security.

China’s state-run Global Times has previously said
former finance minister Sunak was the only candidate in
the contest with “a clear and pragmatic view on devel-
oping UK-China ties”. The Daily Mail, which has come
out for Foreign Secretary Truss in the race to succeed
Boris Johnson, called that “the endorsement that
nobody wanted”.

Sunak’s proposals include the closure of all 30
Confucius Institutes in Britain, preventing the soft-pow-
er spread of Chinese influence through culture and lan-

guage programmes. He also promised to “kick the CCP
(Chinese Communist Party) out of our universities”, by
forcing higher education establishments to disclose for-
eign funding of more than £50,000 ($60,000) and
reviewing research partnerships.

Britain’s domestic spy agency MI5 would be used to
help combat Chinese espionage, and he would look to
build “NATO-style” international cooperation to tackle
Chinese threats in cyberspace. China’s foreign ministry
said in response that UK politicians should not “talk
about China at every turn and make irresponsible
remarks such as the so-called ‘China threat theory’,
which cannot solve their problems”.

Sunak has been accused by Truss of being soft on
both China and Russia when he was finance minister,
reportedly raising economic concerns when Johnson
pushed for tough sanctions following Moscow’s invasion
of Ukraine.

His toughened line on China came ahead of
Monday’s BBC television debate, to be held at 9:00 pm
(2000 GMT), as he looks to claw ground back from
Truss. Opinion polls put Truss well ahead in the crucial
hunt for votes from the roughly 200,000 grassroots
Tory members, after she and Sunak emerged as the run-
off candidates in a series of votes by MPs. The winner
will be announced on September 5.—AFP

NEW DELHI: A demonstrator shouts slogans after
being detained by police personnel during a protest
in solidarity with the people of Sri Lanka, outside
the Sri Lankan embassy in New Delhi. — AFP


