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YANGON: Myanmar’s junta has executed four pris-
oners including a former lawmaker from Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s party and a prominent activist, state media 
said Monday, in the country’s first use of capital pun-
ishment in decades. The executions sparked wide-
spread condemnation, heightened fears that more 
death sentences will be carried out and prompted 
calls for the international community to take sterner 
measures against the already isolated junta. 

The four were executed for leading “brutal and 
inhumane terror acts”, the Global New Light of 
Myanmar newspaper said, without saying when or 
how the men were killed.  The junta has sentenced 
dozens of anti-coup 
activists to death as part of 
its crackdown on dissent 
after seizing power last 
year, but Myanmar had not 
carried out an execution 
for decades. 

Phyo Zeya Thaw, a for-
mer lawmaker from Suu 
Kyi’s National League for 
Democracy (NLD) who 
was arrested in November, 
was sentenced to death in 
January for offences under anti-terrorism laws. 

Democracy activist Kyaw Min Yu-better known as 
“Jimmy”-received the same sentence from the mili-
tary tribunal. Family members of the two men gath-
ered outside Yangon’s Insein prison after news of the 
executions was published, in the hope of retrieving 
their bodies, local media reported. 

Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy-which 
won a landslide in 2020 elections before being ousted 
by the military months later-said it was “devastated” 
by the news. A junta spokesman could not be reached 
for comment. Responding to media enquiries on 
reports of the executions, a junta statement said “it is 
as stated in the state media”. The United Nations’ 

Special Rapporteur on Myanmar Tom Andrews said 
he was “outraged and devastated by the news”. 

“These depraved acts must be a turning point... 
what more must the junta do before the interna-
tional community is willing to take strong action?” 
The two other men were sentenced to death for 
killing a woman they alleged was an informer for 
the junta in Yangon. 

Amnesty International said the executions were an 
“atrocious escalation in state repression” and warned 
around 100 others were currently on death row after 
being convicted in junta courts. The United States 
condemned the “execution of pro-democracy leaders 

and elected officials for 
exercising their fundamen-
tal freedoms”. “We join the 
people of Myanmar in 
mourning,” its embassy in 
Yangon said in a statement 
posted to Twitter. Japan’s 
government-a major 
provider of economic assis-
tance to Myanmar-said in a 
statement it “seriously 
deplores” the executions. 

 
Diplomatic condemnation  

UN rights workers have said that under the junta’s 
martial law provisions, the death penalty could be 
given for 23 “vague and broadly defined offences”-
which in practice could include any criticism of the 
military. Myanmar expert Richard Horsey of the 
International Crisis Group (ICG) said on Twitter that 
the executions were “an outrageous act. And one that 
will create political shockwaves, now and for a long 
time to come.” 

Phyo Zeya Thaw had been accused of orchestrat-
ing several attacks on regime forces, including a gun 
attack on a commuter train in Yangon in August that 
killed five policemen. A hip-hop pioneer whose sub-

versive rhymes irked the previous junta, he was jailed 
in 2008 for membership of an illegal organisation and 
possession of foreign currency.  

He was elected to parliament representing Suu 
Kyi’s NLD in the 2015 elections, which ushered in a 
transition to civilian rule. Kyaw Min Yu, who rose to 
prominence during Myanmar’s 1988 student uprising 
against the country’s previous military regime, was 
arrested in an overnight raid in October. 

The country’s military alleged voter fraud during 

the 2020 elections, as justification for its coup on 
February 1 last year. Suu Kyi has been detained 
since then and faces a slew of charges in a junta 
court that could see her face a prison sentence of 
more than 150 years. 

The Nobel laureate, 77, learned of the execu-
tions at her latest hearing on Monday, a source 
with knowledge of the matter said. She did not 
comment on the news but “looked sad” the source 
said.  —AFP
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Nepal laws will  
leave civil war  
crimes unpunished 

 
KATHMANDU, Nepal: Nepal risks letting 
wartime atrocities committed during the Himalayan 
kingdom’s Maoist insurgency go unpunished with 
long-delayed reforms to its transitional justice laws, 
rights groups said Monday. 

Both security forces and former rebels have 
been accused of carrying out torture, killings, rapes 
and forced disappearances during Nepal’s decade-
long civil war, which ended in 2006 with more than 
16,000 people dead. 

Authorities have been criticised for failing to ade-

quately probe abuses, with two commissions set up 
for that purpose in 2015 failing to resolve a single 
case between them despite over 60,000 complaints. 

The government this month presented a bill to 
amend existing laws relating to war criminals, seven 
years after the Supreme Court ordered for revisions 
to stop serious human rights violators from being 
granted amnesty. 

But in a joint statement, Amnesty, Human Rights 
Watch and other international watchdogs said the pro-
posed amendments would still make it difficult or 
impossible to prosecute the worst offenders. “Victims 
and their families who have waited anxiously for amend-
ments to the law, hoping that their demands for truth 
and justice will be met, are disappointed,” said Mandira 
Sharma of the International Commission of Jurists. 

“Despite the promise of reform, this bill, if imple-
mented as it stands today, would shield many perpe-
trators from being brought to justice,” she added. 

Several other aspects of the proposed reforms, 
including limitations on the right to appeal, also fell 
short of international standards, according to the 
joint statement. 

Suman Adhikari, whose father was killed by 
Maoist rebels in 2002, told AFP that the proposed 
amendments failed to address the concerns of vic-
tims. “We feel that we are not getting justice,” he said, 
adding that the reforms still seemed “designed to 
grant amnesty to all culprits.” 

Critics say Nepal’s truth and reconciliation process 
has been poorly designed from the outset and 
stymied by a lack of funding and political will, with 
many former Maoist rebels now in government ranks. 

Just two convictions related to crimes committed 
during the civil war crimes have been handed down 
in civilian courts, one linked to the murder of a 
teenage girl and another related to the killing of a 
journalist.  —AFP

YANGON: File photo taken on January 13, 2012 shows Kyaw Min Yu (C), known as Jimmy, and his wife Ni Lar Thein (L) 
holding her child, both members of the 88 Generation student group, celebrating upon their arrival at Yangon interna-
tional airport following their release from detention.  —AFP

Taiwan stages 
Chinese invasion  
war games  

 
TAIPEI: Taiwan kicked off its largest annual mili-
tary exercises Monday, with trench warfare and 
shoulder-launched Stinger missiles deployed 
against simulated Chinese attacks in drills 
informed by the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Democratic Taiwan lives under constant threat 
of being seized by China, which views the self-
ruled island as part of its territory to be taken by 
force if necessary. 

Russia’s assault on Ukraine has heightened 
fears that Beijing might similarly follow through on 
threats to annex its much smaller and outgunned 
neighbour. 

This year’s five-day “Han Kuang” (Han Glory) 
war games have incorporated lessons from the 
ongoing European war, simulating “all possible 
actions” China could take to invade Taiwan, 
according to the defence ministry. 

On Monday, reservists armed with machine 
guns ran into sandbagged trenches dug under a 
bridge before getting into firing position, in a drill 
aimed at blocking enemies from gaining access to 
the capital Taipei. “The underground bunkers help 
cover the troops and ward off the enemy’s strike 
forces,” said Su Tzu-yun, a military expert at 
Taiwan’s Institute for National Defence and 
Security Research. 

“They are part of Ukraine’s urban warfare.” 
Stinger missiles, effective against helicopters 

and low-flying planes, were also deployed in some 
high-rise buildings in the area, he said. The highly 

portable missiles have been invaluable to 
Ukrainian forces fighting off Russian air power. 

Separately, the streets in several northern cities 
were empty for 30 minutes as part of a civilian air-
raid drill, with pedestrians and cars banned after 
sirens and text-message alerts warned of mock 
missile attacks. 

Beijing’s sabre-rattling has increased consid-
erably since Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen 
took office in 2016, as she rejects its stance that 
the island is part of China. 

Bill Burns, director of the United States’ Central 
Intelligence Agency, recently said China appeared 
determined to use force in Taiwan, with Russia’s 
experience in Ukraine affecting its calculations on 
when and how — not whether — to invade. 

Last year, Taiwan recorded 969 incursions by 
Chinese warplanes into its air defence zone, 
according to a database compiled by AFP — more 
than double the roughly 380 in 2020. The number 
of sorties has reached more than 600 so far this 
year.  —AFP

‘We join the  
people of  
Myanmar  

in mourning’

TAIPEI, Taiwan: Military personnel guide local residents to take shelter during the Wanan Air Raid Drill, a civilian air-raid 
drill held on the same day of the annual Han Kuang military exercises, in Taipei on July 25, 2022.  —AFP
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PNG capital on high alert 
 
PORT MORESBY, Papua New Guinea: 
Residents of Papua New Guinea’s capital 
were told to stay home and troops were 
deployed to its streets Monday, after a brutal 
election-related attack hospitalised two peo-
ple. In a polit ically motivated attack, a 
machete-wielding gang chased down two 
victims outside a counting centre in Port 
Moresby on Sunday, leaving one with a trau-
matic brain injury and another with an 
injured l imb, doctors and police said. 
Gunshots were heard elsewhere in the capi-
tal, with more violence expected. “The situa-
tion does remain very volatile at this point,” 
police commissioner David Manning said, as 
he requested more troops to help his over-
whelmed and understaffed force. “They 
accepted our request and actioned our 
request for additional manpower,” he said. 
Papua New Guinea is nearing the end of a 
month-long vote already marred by violence. 
About 10,000 police, army and corrections 
services personnel had already been 
mobilised for the vote, but they have strug-
gled to maintain control. 
 
 

Sailor survives night  
 
SYDNEY: A Chinese sailor was rescued off 
Australia’s west coast Monday after falling 
from a cargo ship and enduring a long night 
adrift in sharky waters. The man, in his 30s, 
was left bobbing in the inky Indian Ocean for 
more than 12 hours after he went overboard 
from the Chinese-flagged bulk carrier Guang 
Mao on Sunday evening, according to police 
and maritime authorities. Aerial and marine 
crews struggled to find him during initial 
efforts before suspending searches overnight. 
On Monday morning, rescue teams plucked 
the stranded seaman from waters about 10 
kilometres (six miles) from shore. “The man is 
being conveyed to shore and will be taken to 
hospital for a medical assessment,” West 
Australian police said in a statement. 
Australia’s west coast is well known for its 
large shark population, and although rare, 
several attacks on swimmers and surfers have 
been recorded in the area.  —AFP

US helicopters  
hold live-fire  
drills in S Korea 

 
SEOUL: US Army Apache attack helicopters 
stationed in South Korea are holding live-fire 
drills with guns and rockets, the US military said 
Monday, as Seoul looks to boost deterrence 
against the nuclear-armed North. 

The drills-the first such exercises since 2019 
— come after a record-breaking blitz of 
weapons tests by Pyongyang this year, including 

firing an intercontinental ballistic missile at full 
range for the first time since 2017. 

The training, which runs to July 29, is being 
carried out at the Rodriguez Live Fire Complex, 
close to the heavily-fortified Demilitarised Zone 
(DMZ) between North and South Korea, the US 
2nd Infantry Division told AFP. 

The drills ensure US air crews “are qualified 
on their Apaches, maintain their proficiency on 
their helicopters, and are capable of executing 
their mission if called upon,” a spokesperson said 
in a statement sent to AFP. 

According to local reports, the US military 
stopped using the Rodriguez Live Fire Complex in 
Pocheon in 2018 due to complaints from local resi-
dents about noise and safety. The ongoing drills are 

understood to be for “noise measurement”, an offi-
cial from Seoul’s defence ministry said, apparently 
referring to locals’ concerns over the disruption. 

But the two countries, long-time regional 
security allies, said in May that they were looking 
to ramp up joint military exercises, which had 
been scaled back due to Covid-19, and during a 
bout of failed diplomacy with the North. 

South Korea’s hawkish new President Yoon 
Suk-yeol-who took office in May-has vowed a 
tougher stance against Pyongyang, vowing to 
“normalise” US-South Korea joint military drills. 
Such exercises have always infuriated the North, 
which considers them rehearsals for invasion. 

The US is using its advanced AH-64E v6 
Apache helicopters in the drills, according to 

images tweeted by the US 2nd Infantry Division. 
“5th Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment and 4-2 
Attack Battalion are conducting aerial gunnery, 
certifying their crews on AGM-114 Hellfire mis-
siles, Hydra 70 rockets and 30mm canon,” it said. 

Washington and Seoul officials have repeated-
ly warned that the North is preparing to carry 
out what would be its seventh nuclear test-a 
move that the United States warned would pro-
voke a “swift and forceful” response. 

A total of six US top-of-the-line F-35A 
fighters also arrived in the South earlier this 
month for a 10-day allied exercise that took 
place unti l  July 14. It  was the first public 
deployment of American stealth warplanes in 
the country since late 2017.  —AFP


