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Canada’s Henderson wins second  
major title at Evian Championship

Schubert falls short of a fairytale success
EVIAN: Canada’s Brooke Henderson birdied the 
final hole to survive a pressure-packed final round 
and end her long wait for a second major title at 
the Evian Championship on Sunday. The 2016 
Women’s PGA champion shot a final-round 71 for 
a 17 under par total and claimed the title by a sin-
gle shot from American world number 283 Sophia 
Schubert, who closed with a 68. 

The 24-year-old Canadian had led by two 
overnight, but struggled to find form in the ideal 
final-day conditions and fell out of the lead after 
two bogeys and a double - she four putted the 
sixth - in the first 11 holes. But, one behind 
Schubert, she hit back with birdies at the short 
14th and long 15th and was tied for the lead at the 
closing par-five hole. She pulled her tee shot but 
hit her third shot to eight feet and holed out for 
victory. 

“I didn’t get the start I wanted and it certainly 
wasn’t my best day,” said Henderson, who led by 
three after two 64s and was still in control after 
her third-round 68. “But they say majors don’t 
start until the back nine on Sunday and I kept that 
in my mind. “I managed to stay patient, made a few 
birdies on the way home and the one at 18 was 
really special. I’m super excited to win my second 
major and my 12th win on Tour.” Only 18 when she 
won her first major, it has taken an unexpectedly 
long time for number two to come round. 

Part of the turnaround is thanks to a new put-

ting technique and leaving the flag in the cup. “I 
took a break a couple of months ago and went 
home and spent time with my Mum and Dad - 
he’s my coach - and my sister, Brittany (her cad-
die) also helped me work on a few things in my 
game. “I came back and won a tournament last 
month and now this. I feel I’ve got a really good 
mind-set and now I’m just hoping to continue 
with the same form.” 

 
Schubert just falls short  

The 26-year-old Schubert, a former US 
Women’s Amateur champion, fell just short of a 
fairytale success. But second place for the LPGA 
rookie marked an incredible breakthrough. “I was 
just trying to stay calm coming down the stretch 
and didn’t know until the last hole where I stood,” 
revealed Schubert, whose one professional victory 
came on the Symetra Tour in 2019. 

“I decided not to look at the leaderboards. “It 
was not to be, but I’m very happy with my effort 
and I just want to carry the momentum through the 
rest of the season.” Five players shared third pace 
on 15 under par - Mai Saigo (65), Lydia Ko (66), 
Kim Hyo-joo (67), Charley Hull (67) and Carlota 
Ciganda (68). World number one Ko Jin-young fin-
ished in the next group on 13-under after a 69 - the 
same mark as former world number one Nelly 
Korda (69) and the player in second place overnight 
Ryu So-yeon, who shot a disappointing 73. —AFP

EVIAN: Brooke Henderson of Canada celebrates with the trophy after winning the Evian Championship in the French Alps 
town of Evian-les-Bains, a major tournament on the women’s calendar, on July 24, 2022.  —AFP

 

Cricket Scotland  
found to be  
‘institutionally racist’ 

 
LONDON: An independent review into allega-
tions of racism at Cricket Scotland has found 
the governance and leadership practices of the 
organization to be “institutionally racist”. The 
report, which was described as a “wake up call 
for Scottish sport”, found 448 examples of insti-
tutional racism. A review was commissioned by 
sportscotland, the national funding body, last 
year after Scotland’s all-time leading wicket-
taker Majid Haq and former teammate Qasim 
Sheikh said they had suffered racist abuse.  

As part of the review, an anonymous sur-
vey was carried out, with 62 percent of those 
who responded saying they had experienced, 
witnessed or had received reports of inci-
dents of racism, inequalities or discrimination. 
Allegations include racial abuse, use of inap-
propriate language, favoritism towards white 
children from public schools and a lack of a 
transparent selection process. 

The investigation, carried out by consul-
tancy firm Plan4Sport, found Cricket Scotland 
failed in 29 out of 31 indicators of institutional 
racism. As a result of the findings, the govern-
ing body has been placed into special meas-
ures until at least October 2023, with sports-
cotland effectively taking control of the 
organization. “Governance and leadership 
practices of Cricket Scotland have been insti-
tutionally racist,” said Louise Tideswell, man-
aging director of Plan4Sport. 

“The reality is that the leadership of the 
organization failed to see the problems and, in 
failing to do so, enabled a culture of racially 
aggravated micro-aggressions to develop.” 
On Sunday, the board of Cricket Scotland 
resigned en masse. Interim chief executive 
Gordon Arthur said: “The racism and discrim-
ination that has taken place in the sport that 
we all love should never have been allowed to 
happen, or to go unchallenged for so long. “I 
would like to again issue a heartfelt apology 
to all those who have been the victims of 
racism and discrimination in Scottish cricket.” 

Among the recommendations of the review 
are for the new board to be comprised of no 
more than a 60-40 gender ratio either way 
and a minimum of 25 percent of members 
should come from black, south-east Asian, or 
other mixed or multiple ethnic groups. The 
chief executive of sportscotland, Stewart 
Harris, described the findings as “deeply con-
cerning and in some cases shocking”. “Today 
should also act as a wake-up call for all of 
Scottish sport,” he added. “Racism is a socie-
tal problem and it is no longer good enough 
to simply be non-racist, Scottish sport must 
now be actively anti-racist.” 

The issue of racism within British cricket as 
a whole was brought to the fore again two 
years ago when former spinner Azeem Rafiq 
said he had been subjected to racial harass-
ment and bullying during his time as a player 
for leading English county Yorkshire. 
Although an investigation upheld seven of 
Rafiq’s 43 allegations, the club initially stated 
nobody would be disciplined, a decision that 
was greeted with widespread incredulity. 
Pressure eventually mounted on Yorkshire, 
leading to a mass clear-out of senior board-
room figures and coaching staff. —AFP

Axar Patel’s 64  
fuels India in series,  
clinching victory  

 
PORT OF SPAIN: Axar Patel’s career-best 64 not 
out lifted India to a series-clinching two-wicket 
win with two balls to spare over the West Indies in 
the second One-Day International of a three-
match series at Queen’s Park Oval in Trinidad on 
Sunday. After Shai Hope’s assured 115 in his 100th 
ODI paced the home side to a competitive 311 for 
six batting first, the tourists were indebted to 
Patel’s bludgeoning innings off just 35 balls in his 
first ODI for five years. 

Three fours and five sixes highlighted the left-
hander’s spectacular effort in which 100 runs came 
off the last 58 deliveries of the match to give India 
an unbeatable 2-0 lead and extended their winning 
streak against the West Indies to 12 matches dat-
ing back to November, 2018. Kyle Mayers, who 
had taken two early wickets and featured in two 
other dismissals, was entrusted with the final over 
with India runs away from victory. 

He looked on course to deny the visitors until a 
full-toss was smashed for a straight six by Patel to 
obliterate the previous record of 272 by the West 
Indies against Pakistan in 1988 as the highest suc-
cess ODI run-chase at the venue. “When I went 
out there we were aiming to get 10-11 runs-per-
over,” said Patel after receiving the “Man of the 
Match” award. “We thought it could be done 
because of our IPL (Indian Premier League) expe-
rience.” 

Shreyas Iyer (63) and Sanju Samson (54) had 
gotten India back on course after early setbacks, 
but it was Patel’s intervention which made all the 
difference. Hope’s 13th ODI century earlier in the 
day, just his second in the Caribbean, came off 227 
balls and was decorated with eight fours and three 
sixes. He received good support from Nicholas 
Pooran as the home captain stroked 74 in a 117-
run fourth wicket partnership with the opening 
batsman to justify his decision to bat first. 

Mayers, West Indies top-scorer in the first 

match two days earlier which India won by just 
three runs, again set the pace with a brisk 39 in an 
opening stand of 65 with Hope. Seam bowling all-
rounder Shardul Thakur was the leading wicket-
taker with three for 54, removing Pooran, Rovman 
Powell and then Hope to peg back their opponents 
who looked on course for a total closer to 330. 
“Axar played well and we didn’t hold our nerve,” 
Pooran admitted in reflecting on a second nail-bit-
ing loss in three days. “We just could not keep 
things under control in the last five overs.” —AFP

Finau surges to  
3M Open win as  
Piercy falters late 

 
WASHINGTON: Tony Finau charged late to card a 
four-under par 67 on Sunday to win his third US PGA 
Tour title at the 3M Open as fellow American Scott 
Piercy stumbled down the stretch. Finau, ranked 17th 
in the world, grabbed three of his six birdies at the 
14th, 15th and 16th to pull away for a three-shot win 
over South Korean Im Sung-jae, who carded a 
bogey-free 68, and Argentina’s Emiliano Grillo, who 
posted an even par 71. 

Chasing Piercy for most of the day after starting 
five adrift, Finau had finally seized the lead when he 
got a great break at the par-three 17th, where his 
tee shot got held up in the rough and stayed just 
inside the line marking the water hazard. He gave the 
ball a little kiss after saving par, and even though he 
was less lucky at the par-five 18th-where his tee 
shot did find the water-a closing bogey was ulti-
mately irrelevant as his 17-under par total of 267 
gave him the win with strokes to spare at TPC Twin 
Cities in Blaine, Minnesota. 

Finau, whose 10 career runner-up finishes include 
two this season at the Canadian Open and Mexico 
Open, said it took “really everything I had” to win. “I 
was playing great and really every time I looked up it 
seemed like I was four or five shots back really all 
day,” he said. He was chasing Piercy, the 43-year-old 
seeking a fifth PGA Tour title, who started the day 
with a four-shot lead and was up by as many as five 
after rolling in birdies of 10 and 30 feet at the second 
and sixth holes. 

The first signs of trouble for Piercy showed with 
bogeys at the eighth, ninth and 11th. But the real 
disaster came late, when he dropped five shots in 
three holes with a bogey, triple-bogey and bogey at 
the 13th 14th and 15th. At 14, Piercy needed two 
shots to get out of a fairway bunker and when he 
did, he found the water. Piercy’s five-over 76 left 
him tied for fourth on 271 alongside fellow 
Americans James Hahn, who carded a 65, and Tom 
Hoge, who signed for a 70. 

Finau notched his first victory since winning last 
year’s Northern Trust, the first event of the FedEx Cup 
playoffs. “I really got things going in the middle of our 
back nine,” said Finau, who drained a 15-foot birdie 
putt at the 11th. He holed an eight-foot birdie putt at 
14, curled in a 32-footer at the 15th and rapped in a 
nine-footer at 16. “Once I got control of the golf tour-
nament it was a whole different mindset, trying to seal 
the deal. “Couple of squirrely swings coming in, but I 
called ‘bank’ on 17 and it worked out.” —AFP

PORT OF SPAIN: Axar Patel of India hits 4 during the 2nd ODI match between West Indies and India at Queens Park Oval, 
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on July 24, 2022. —AFP

BLAINE: Tony Finau of the United States lines up a putt on the 18th green during the final round of the 3M Open at TPC 
Twin Cities on July 24, 2022 in Blaine, Minnesota.  —AFP

O’Ward takes Iowa  
IndyCar win after  
Newgarden crash 

 
WASHINGTON: Mexico’s Pato O’Ward won Sunday’s 
IndyCar Salute to Farmers 300, capturing his fourth 

career title and second of the year after long-time 
leader Josef Newgarden crashed late in the race. 
O’Ward took the lead when Newgarden crashed out 
due to a suspension failure then kept it after a final pit 
stop under caution in the 300-lap feature on the 0.894-
mile oval at Newton, Iowa. 

O’Ward surged ahead on a restart with 50 laps 
remaining and stayed in front to the finish with Australian 
pole-sitter Will Power second, New Zealand’s Scott 
McLaughlin third, New Zealand’s Scott Dixon fourth and 

American Jimmie Johnson fifth. “Super stoked. Super hap-
py,” O’Ward said. “It was all about capitalizing and being 
there when we needed to be.” 

Indianapolis 500 winner Marcus Ericsson of Sweden, 
who finished sixth, kept the season points lead 403-395 
over Power with Newgarden and Dixon 34 points behind 
and O’Ward 36 adrift. “We’re still in the lead and now 
we’re going to tracks where we know we’re strong, so I’m 
happy about that,” Ericsson said. Newgarden started sec-
ond and led 148 laps but his race ended with 65 laps 

remaining with a crash in the fourth turn, the American 
losing control low and spinning into the outer wall. 

Newgarden was near the first IndyCar weekend sweep 
in five years after winning Saturday’s race. “I want to cry,” 
Newgarden said. “So sad for my team. I don’t know what 
happened. I didn’t know it happened until I was in the wall.” 
Newgarden appeared to be unharmed in the crash but after 
he was examined and released from the infield medical cen-
ter he fell in a trackside motor home and was taken to hos-
pital in Des Moines for further evaluation. —AFP 


