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PARIS: Denmark’s Jonas Vingegaard won the Tour de France 
on Sunday, ending the reign of two-time defending champion 
Tadej Pogacar after a grueling three weeks and 3,350km of 
relentless struggle. The 25-year-old former fish-market work-
er claimed his first Tour de France title, a year after his break-
out performance when he came second to Pogacar. “This vic-
tory is huge for me, it’s incredible,” said Vingegaard as he 
stood on top of the podium on a sun-kissed Champs Elysees. 

“There are so many people I want to thank but I don’t 
know where to start,” he added, reserving particular praise for 
organizers who started the race in his native Denmark. 
Vingegaard also hailed teammate Wout van Aert as “phenom-
enal” and “the best rider in the world”, as he was flanked by 
second-placed Pogacar and 2018 champion Geraint Thomas, 
who was third. “We had a plan and we followed it to the letter, 
all my teammates outdid themselves,” added the champion. 

Packed ranks of Danes in front of the podium began to 
chant his name as he thanked “the two girls in my life”, a refer-
ence to his partner and daughter. “Without them, I couldn’t 
have done this.” Runner-up Pogacar won three stages along 
the way and also took the white jersey for best under-25 rider 
for a third straight year. He was thanked by Vingegaard for 
this “formidable battle”. 

“The white jersey wasn’t really what I was after, but I’m 
happy with how I raced and am proud to be second,” said 
Pogacar. “We all dream when we are children of one day 
being on the Tour de France, of becoming a professional 
cyclist. “The simple fact of participating in the Tour is incredi-
ble, especially when you come from a country like Slovenia. 
So to finish second is still exceptional.” 

Belgium’s Jasper Philipsen won the dash for the line on the 
cobbled Champs Elysees to take the iconic final stage victory, 
his second of this Tour, turning the page on his embarrass-
ment at mistakenly celebrating on stage four, when he had in 
fact finished second. “This is the nicest win for any sprinter, it 
buries the end of the Tour, this one counts,” said Philipsen. 

Jumbo-Visma produced a brilliant collective effort with six 
stage wins, the green sprint jersey and the red combativity jer-

sey for van Aert and the polka dot mountains jersey for 
Vingegaard as well as the overall title and yellow jersey. After a 
relentless struggle over peaks and plains in a crushing heat-
wave, Vingegaard assured his win on Saturday’s time-trial hav-
ing taken the lead in the Alps and extended it in the Pyrenees. 
Geraint Thomas, the 2018 champion, was third after the veteran 
raced largely at his own pace, silencing doubters who thought 
that at 36, the affable Welshman was past his best. 

 
Struggle for supremacy 

The 21st stage was a largely ceremonial run as Vingegaard 
and others sipped champagne while rolling past sights of Paris 
including the Jardin du Luxembourg, through Saint Michel 
and past the Louvre before a sprint over eight laps of the 
Champs Elysees. The Jumbo team had celebrated Saturday at 
their stop-over in Limoges but the triumph came after a long, 
collective effort that nearly fell flat at the last minute. 
Vingegaard survived the “heart attack” of a near fall on 
Saturday’s individual time-trial to virtually wrap up the Tour. 

The two main protagonists had fought each other from 
start to finish, with Vingegaard dethroning Slovenian Pogacar 
with a pair of soaring performances in the high mountains. 
Pogacar made all the early running with his lone wolf attack-
ing mentality, gradually clawing his way into top spot on stage 
six with an air of invincibility. But the stars aligned against 
Pogacar when he lost teammates to Covid and injury. He is 
also a man known to dislike intense heat and temperatures hit 
40 degrees during the final week of the race. 

Vingegaard took the yellow jersey from Pogacar on stage 
11 and while the UAE man refused stubbornly to give up, he 
lost further ground on stage 18. Their epic struggle was high-
lighted by a moment of sportsmanship when Pogacar fell at 
high speed and Vingegaard waited for him to catch up, the 
pair clasping hands briefly in a memorable image from one of 
the best modern editions of the Tour.  

 
Women’s Tour  

Meanwhile, Lorena Wiebes outsprinted fel low 

Dutchwoman Marianne Vos to win the first stage of the 
new women’s Tour de France in Paris on Sunday and pull 
on the leader’s yellow jersey. After a 33-year break, the 
eight-stage women’s edition of the race around France 
got underway on the same day as the men’s event fin-

ished in Paris and will be broadcast live on television for 
the first time. French cycling legend Jeannie Longo, win-
ner of three editions including the last in 1989, saw off 
the 144 riders who competed in an 81.6km circuit from 
the Eiffel Tower. —AFP 

Vingegaard ends Pogacar’s  
reign, wins Tour de France

Wiebes outsprints Vos to win first stage of women’s Tour

 

CHAN qualifying kicks 
off; convincing wins for 
Ghana, Senegal  

 
JOHANNESBURG: Ghana captain Gladwin 
Awako completed the scoring in a 3-0 rout of 
Benin when 2022 African Nations Championship 
(CHAN) qualifying kicked off this weekend. Before 
Awako struck nine minutes from time in Cape 
Coast on Sunday, Daniel Barnieh and Mohammed 
Alhassan, two of his teammates at Accra club 
Hearts of Oak, scored either side of half-time. 

Barnieh converted a 26th-minute penalty 
awarded for handball and Alhassan doubled the 
lead on 48 minutes with a shot through a crowd of 
players after Benin failed to clear a corner. Awako 
gave Ghana a convincing advantage ahead of the 
first round second leg on July 30 when he curled a 
shot into the roof the net from just inside the box. 
Ghana have experienced mixed fortunes in the 
CHAN - a biennial competition restricted to 
home-based stars - finishing runners-up in 2009 
and 2014 but failing to qualify for the last three 
editions. 

In the likely event that they eliminate Benin, 
Ghana will face arch rivals Nigeria for a place at 
the 18-nation finals in Algeria. Senegal completed 
a memorable four days for the country ranked No. 
1 in Africa when they beat Liberia 3-0 in 
Paynesville with Bouly Sambou, Raymond Ndour 
and Jean-Louis Diouf scoring before half-time. On 
Thursday in Morocco, 2022 African Player of the 
Year Sadio Mane led the way as Senegal topped 
five of the seven men’s categories at the annual 
awards ceremony. 

South Africa overcame bungled travel arrange-
ments to defeat the Comoros 1-0 in Moroni 
through a second-half goal from Khulekani Shezi. 
The kick-off was delayed 90 minutes due to the 
late arrival of the visitors, who dashed from the 
airport to the stadium and played after a brief 
warm-up. South Africa have a dismal record in 
CHAN qualifying, reaching the finals only once in 
five attempts. A second tournament appearance in 
2014 was due to the country being the hosts. 

Recently crowned southern Africa champions 
Zambia are set to reach the second round after 
forcing a 0-0 draw with Mozambique in Maputo. 
Eswatini have not won a qualifier since debuting 14 
years ago, and the unwanted record stretched to 
17 matches after a 0-0 draw against Botswana in 
Francistown. Apart from automatic qualifiers 
Algeria, title-holders Morocco and Libya have 
secured places with the other 15 finalists to be 
known by September 4. —AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti racer Abdullah 
Al-Fadhel clinched the third place 
i n  t he  2022  E ur opean  Je t  Sk i 
Champ ionsh ip ’s  P ro- AM 
Runabout Stock race, which con-
cluded in Poland Sunday. In state-
ments to KUNA, via phone, Al-
Fadhe l  expressed  p leasure  fo r 

raising Kuwait’s flag high at this 
in ternat iona l  event , where  180 
renowned  in te rna t iona l  racers 
competed . He  regre t ted  tha t  a 
technical problem in his boat in 
the fourth round of the race had 
deprived him from occupying the 
second place.  —KUNA

PARIS: UAE Team Emirates team’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar wearing the best young rider’s white jersey (left) sticks 
out his tongue as he cycles ahead of Jumbo-Visma team’s Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard wearing the overall leader’s 
yellow jersey (center) and Jumbo-Visma team’s Belgian rider Wout Van Aert wearing the sprinter’s green jersey during 
the 21st and final stage of the 109th edition of the Tour de France cycling race on July 24, 2022.  —AFP

Kuwaiti clinches 3rd  
in European Jet Ski  
championship

Gerhardsson to lead  
Sweden to Euro glory
STOCKHOLM: As an “expert on chang-
ing his mind”, Sweden’s Peter 
Gerhardsson, the lone male coach among 
the final four at Euro 2022, prefers to keep 
a low profile and allow his players to 
shine. His side take on hosts England in 
the semi-finals at Bramall Lane on 
Tuesday, with a final place against either 
France or Germany up for grabs. 

When Gerhardsson took over as head 
coach of the Swedish national women’s 
team in 2017, they seemed to be on a 
downward trajectory, having dropped out 
of the world’s top 10 for the first time. The 
team had then been headed by Pia 
Sundhage, who took over the mantle after 
guiding the United States to two succes-
sive Olympic golds. 

Unlike his predecessor, who was a fig-
urehead that brought women’s football to 
new levels in Sweden, Gerhardsson has 
not been as prominent a figure in inter-
views and on TV morning shows, instead 
opting for a more anonymous role. “I’m 
constantly chasing perfection, and that is 
of course to stand at the top. But I would 
be even happier by seeing the players be 
happy, winning the gold... that would give 
me even more,” the 62-year-old told 
newspaper Dagens Nyheter in June. 

“Since I know how much they have 
fought. So the joy from seeing them win 
would probably have contributed to me 
completely flipping out,” he added. 

Reflecting back on the time he took over, 
he said that one of his main goals had 
been not to be the centre of attention. “I 
want the players to be the ones on show,” 
he said. Since taking over, Gerhardsson 
has guided the team to a World Cup 
bronze medal in 2019 and an Olympic sil-
ver in 2021. 

 
‘I don’t trust myself’  

Currently ranked number two in the 
world, after the United States, Sweden 
were among the pre-tournament favorites 
in England. “Pia Sundhage elevated 
women’s football. Peter Gerhardsson ele-
vated the national squad,” sports com-
mentator Anders Lindblad wrote in a 
commentary for newspaper Svenska 
Dagbladet ahead of Sweden’s home game 
against Brazil, currently led by Sundhage, 
in June. 

Gerhardsson’s team managed to 
emerge as 3-1 winners in front of a record 
33,000 fans at the Friends Arena in 
Stockholm. Prior to managing the national 
side, Gerhardsson coached Gothenburg 
men’s club BK Hacken, who play in the 
Swedish top flight. Despite his accolades, 
Gerhardsson’s humble, and at times care-
free, attitude shines through. “I’m an 
expert at changing my mind,” he told 
reporters ahead of Sweden’s opening 
Euro game against holders the 
Netherlands. —AFP 

Macron confronts  
concerns over Paris  
2024 Olympics 

 
PARIS: French President Emmanuel 
Macron on Monday gathered senior 
ministers to tackle issues shadowing 
preparations for the Paris 2024 
Olympics, almost two years to the day 
before the sporting extravaganza 
opens. The Olympics should be a cen-
trepiece of the freshly re-elected 
Macron’s second term, projecting an 
image of a France comfortable in its 

modern identity but open to the 
world. But with two years to go to the 
opening ceremony on July 26, 2024, 
concerns are growing not just over 
costs but also security preparations. 

France’s reputation as a reliable host 
of sporting events took a major batter-
ing over the chaos that marred the 
Champions League final between 
Liverpool and Real Madrid in Paris on 
May 28 that critics blamed on heavy-
handed policing. A particular subject of 
anxiety is the ambitious vision-in a typi-
cal Macron flourish-of an opening cere-
mony which will not take place as is cus-
tomary in the athletics stadium but as a 
flotilla down the River Seine. —AFP 


