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OREGON: Sweden’s Armand Duplantis reacts as he sets a world record in the men’s pole vault final during the World Athletics Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon on July 24, 2022.  —AFP

EUGENE: Armand Duplantis wrapped up the World 
Athletics Championships in Eugene in stunning fashion on 
Sunday, setting a new world record in the pole vault as the 
curtain came down on the 10-day global track and field 
extravaganza. The gripping finale could not have been any 
better scripted for the first world championships ever to be 
held on American soil - apart from the fact maybe that the 
US-born and raised Duplantis was wearing the yellow and 
blue of Sweden and not representing the Stars and Stripes. 

As the furious hullaboo of the frenzied 4x400m relays 
won by the US men and women died down, all eyes turned 
on Duplantis. And the 22-year-old Swede did not disappoint, 
sailing with ease over 6.21 metres at the second time of ask-
ing. The packed, raucous crowd at Hayward Field went wild 
as Duplantis sprinted to see his father and coach Greg and 
plant a kiss on girlfriend Desire Inglander. “It is great, I can-
not complain!” said Duplantis, whose new mark bettered by 
1cm his previous best set when winning gold at the World 
Indoor Championships in Belgrade in March. 

It was his fifth world record, and third this year. “Actually, 
I did not think about the record that much today,” he said. 
“Usually, it is always somewhere in the back of my mind but 
today, I was really focused on the win and I really wanted to 
win the gold so badly. It was the medal I was missing. “I love 

jumping in Eugene and it was amazing here. I cannot figure 
the next heights right now. I am going to have a bit time off 
with my family and my friends.” 

 
Record for Amusan 

Unheralded Nigerian Tobi Amusan had earlier stolen 
the show with two electric runs on her way to gold in the 
100m hurdles. In the very first event of a loaded evening of 
track, people had barely had chance to sit down with their 
sodas and popcorn before Amusan rocketed to a new 
world record of 12.12 seconds in the semi-finals. When she 
retook to the track later in the session, the Nigerian 
stormed to victory in 12.06sec, although a tailwind speed 
of 2.5 meters per second meant it wouldn’t go down in the 
freshly-inked record books. 

“The goal was to come out and to win this gold. I just 
did it,” said Amusan, who finished ahead of Jamaica’s 
Britany Anderson and Olympic champion Jasmine 
Camacho-Quinn of Puerto Rico. “I believe in my abilities 
but I was not expecting a world record at these champi-
onships.” American Athing Mu lived up to her hype by 
adding the world 800m title to her Olympic crown. Mu, 
still only 20 years of age, was forced to dig deep to hold 
off British rival Keeley Hodgkinson in a thrilling battle 

down the final straight before taking gold in a world-lead-
ing 1min 56.30sec. 

“I’m just glad I made it to the line to finish the race, and 
thankfully I won gold. I just physically wasn’t where I would 
like to be,” Mu said. Another gold medalist from last year’s 
Tokyo Olympics, Malaika Mihambo, won Germany a long-
awaited medal as she retained her world long jump title. But 
Uganda’s Joshua Cheptegei floundered in a 5000m race won 
convincingly by Norway’s Jakob Ingebrigtsen, who bounced 
back from the disappointment of silver in the 1500m. 

“I didn’t want a sprint finish,” Ingebrigtsen said. “I want-
ed to prove that I’m a better runner than the rest of the guys. 
“It was a great race. I ran it, I needed it. I felt really good 
today, but 5km is really tough.” In the absence through 
injury of Olympic champion Damian Warner of Canada, 
France’s Kevin Mayer seized the moment to claim a second 
world decathlon gold. Mayer accrued 8,816 points after 10 
disciplines over two days to follow up on previous world 
gold in 2017 in London. 

Consolidating their place atop the medals table with a 
world championship record of 33 (13 gold, nine silver, 11 
bronze), the United States claimed emphatic victories in 
both 4x400m relay finals, much to the delight of the partisan 
crowd. Strength in depth saw record-breaking 400m hur-

dles gold medalist Sydney McLaughlin anchor the women 
and individual 400m winner Michael Norman take a leg for 
the men’s quartet. The women’s victory meant the now-
retired Allyson Felix bagged a 20th world medal as she was 
a squad member who ran in Saturday’s heats. —AFP
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Kuwait Boxing  
Championship  
ends in style  

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Uzbekistan boxers proved tough in a highly 
competitive 1st Kuwait International Boxing 
Championship that concluded on Sunday. Five out of 
seven boxers qualified for the final bouts. The closing 
ceremony was attended by President of Asian Boxing 
Confederation Pichai Chunhayajra and President of 
Kuwait Boxing Federation Mohammad Mansi as well as 
diplomats and heads of delegations from 20 countries. 

The semi-finals saw a highly technical confronta-
tion between Uzbek and Iranian fighters as they met in 

the 51kg, 80kg and 92+ kg and all ended in favor of 
the Uzbeks while only two Iranians qualified for the 
final of 51kg and 63 kg. The 71kg bout between 
Moroccan Hamza Albarbari and Uzbek Javlonbek 
Yuldoshev was very exciting and very close and went 
in favor of Yuldoshev. 

President of the Asian Boxing Confederation (ABC) 
Pichai Chunhayajra said the 1st Kuwait International 
Boxing Championship achieved outstanding success in 
all fields. “We are proud of the role Kuwait Boxing 
Federation played and the attention that was given to all 
participating delegations, led by Chairman Mohammad 
Mansi,” he said. He said ABC will be the first to support 
Kuwait if it applies to host any regional, continental or 
international championships in the future.  

Head of the referees committee Abdallah Al-Raqam 
said there were no official protests from participating 
delegations over the final results - adding that the 17 
international referees who officiated the bouts were as 
expected and observed all international boxing rules 

which contributed to the success of the event. 
The results of the semifinal bouts are as follows: In 

the 51 kg, Mostafa Rigi (IRI) beat Mansour Mubarak 
(KWT); Abdumajid Mannopov (UZB) defeated 
Muntadher Ali Nasser (IRQ). In the 57 kg, Sarawut 
Sukthet (THA) outpunched Sajad Mohammad (IRI); 
Abdumalik Khalokov (UZB) defeated Tso Singyu (HOK). 
In the 63kg, Khuntip Pidnuch (THA) beat Lazizbek 
Fattoev (UZB) while Bagher Faraji (IRI) overpowered 
Yahya Sami (IRQ).  

In the 71kg, Sitthisak Choomkulmarn (THA) beat 
Zhakshylyk (KGZ) as Javlonbek Yuldoshev (UZB) 
defeated Hamza El Barbari (MAR). In the 80kg, Uulu 
Erkin Adylbek (KGZ) defeated Seyed Hossein 
Mirahmadibabaheidari (IRI) while Dilshodbek (UZB) 
beat Seyed Shahin Mousavi (IRI). In the 92kg, Diyorbek 
Uralov (UZB) beat Toufan Sharifi (IRI) as Mykyta 
Gorbatenko (UKR) defeated Khalid Al-Shimmari 
(KWT). In the 92+kg, Maimaiti Aihemaiti (CHN) over-
powered Tuohongtaji Aizihaier (CHN).

Rampant PSG end  
Japan tour in style 

 
OSAKA: Lionel Messi and Neymar combined to 
devastating effect as Paris Saint-Germain thrashed 
Gamba Osaka 6-2 on Monday to finish their pre-
season Japan tour with three wins out of three. The 
star forwards both played the opening 70 minutes in 
Osaka and Neymar scored a first-half penalty before 
setting up a goal for Messi. Messi then returned the 
favor in the second half, releasing Neymar for the 
Brazilian to notch his second goal of the game. Kylian 
Mbappe got his name on the scoresheet with a late 
penalty after coming on for the final 30 minutes. 
Pablo Sarabia and Nuno Mendes also scored for 
PSG, who now head to Israel to play Nantes in the 
French Super Cup in Tel Aviv on July 31. Gamba 
goalkeeper Masaaki Higashiguchi frustrated PSG’s 
stars early in the game, first denying Messi and then 
keeping out Neymar with the Brazilian clean 
through on goal. The French champions found a 
way through in the 28th minute after a defensive 
mistake gave the ball to Messi, whose saved shot 
fell nicely for Sarabia to slam home. Neymar made it 
two just minutes later, rolling his penalty to the 
goalkeeper’s left after the Brazilian forward had 
been brought down in the box. 

Gamba hit straight back when Keisuke 
Kurokawa bundled the ball home after Gianluigi 
Donnarumma had initially kept out the Japanese 
side with a sharp reflex save. Mendes restored 
PSG’s cushion after controlling a pass from Vitinha 
and smashing the ball past the goalkeeper. Messi 
made it four after Neymar picked him out in the 
box to turn the ball home. Neymar scored his sec-
ond in the 60th minute but Gamba kept PSG on 
their toes, Hiroto Yamami turning the ball home in 
the 70th minute. Mbappe added the final touch for 
PSG with a penalty in the 86th minute. —AFP

KUWAIT: Thailand’s Sarawut Suthet (right) and Iran’s Sajid Mohammad compete during the 
Kuwait International Boxing Championship at the Boxing Hall on July 24, 2022. 

KUWAIT: Uzbekistan’s Abdulmalik Khalokov (left) and Hong Kong’s Rex Tso Singyu compete 
during the Kuwait International Boxing Championship on July 24, 2022.  
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OREGON: Gold medalist Nigeria’s Tobi Amusan poses on the 
podium during the medal ceremony for the women’s 100m 
hurdles during the World Athletics Championships at 
Hayward Field in Eugene. —AFP


