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Pro-Russia rebels sentence  
foreign fighters to death 

Britain ‘deeply concerned’ as fighting rages
LYSYCHANSK: Pro-Russian rebels sentenced to 
death two British fighters and a Moroccan who 
were captured while fighting for Ukraine, as a 
Ukrainian governor called for western arms on 
Thursday to win the battle for a crucial eastern city. 
The death sentences come as Moscow concentrates 
its firepower on the strategic industrial hub of 
Severodonetsk, where Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky says the fierce fighting could 
determine the fate of the entire Donbas area. 

Separatist authorities in the Donetsk region, 
which is part of the Donbas, ordered the death 
penalty for Aiden Aslin, Shaun Pinner and Saaudun 
Brahim after they were accused of acting as merce-
naries for Kyiv, Russian media reported. Britain said 
it was “deeply concerned” by the sentences. “Under 
the Geneva Convention, prisoners of war are enti-
tled to combatant immunity,” said a spokesman for 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson. 

The two Britons surrendered in April in 
Mariupol, the southern port city that was captured 
by Russian troops after a weeks-long siege. They 
later appeared on Russian TV calling on Johnson to 
negotiate their release. Brahim surrendered in 

March in the eastern town of Volnovakha. During a 
trial that lasted three days, the men pleaded guilty 
to committing “actions aimed at seizing power and 
overthrowing the constitutional order of the 
Donetsk People’s Republic”, Russian news agency 
Interfax said. 

Western countries have provided weapons and 
aid for Ukraine since the February 24 invasion, while 
a number of people from abroad have come to fight 
against Russian forces. The fiercest fighting is now 
focused on Severodonetsk in the Lugansk region, 
where Ukrainian officials say their outgunned forces 
are still holding out amid street battles despite the 
city being mostly under Russian control.  

The regional governor of Lugansk - also part of 
the Donbas - said Western artillery would quickly 
help secure a Ukrainian victory for the bombarded 
city. “As soon as we have long-range artillery to be 
able to conduct duels with Russian artillery, our 
special forces can clean up the city in two to three 
days,” governor Sergiy Gaiday said. 

In his evening address to the Ukrainian people 
on Wednesday, Zelensky said the battle for the city  
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MARIUPOL: Fresh graves are seen at a cemetery in the city of Mariupol, amid the ongoing Russian mili-
tary action in Ukraine. — AFP

ABU DHABI: Zionist entity’s Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett held talks with the leader of the United Arab 
Emirates on Thursday during a surprise visit, a day 
after a formal rebuke of Iran by the UN’s nuclear 
watchdog. Bennett’s second trip to the UAE, which 
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Zionist entity, UAE  
leaders hold talks  
after trade deal

KUWAIT: Spain fully supports the 
exemption of Kuwaitis from the 
Schengen visa requirements, allowing 
the Gulf country’s nationals to travel 
freely into the European signatories of 
the pact, a visiting diplomat said on 
Wednesday. Madrid will seek to see 
the completion of related procedures 
to this effect, Angeles Moreno Bau, 
State Secretary for Foreign and 
Global Affairs was quoted as saying.  

The position was outlined, amid 

other affairs, as the visiting Spanish 
diplomat and Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Majdi Al-Dhefeeri held talks, 
which dealt with Kuwait’s efforts 
regarding the matter. Both sides 
expressed “satisfaction” with achieve-
ments made so far to this effect and 
expressed their determination to work 
together to complete remaining pro-
cedures for the entry into force of the 
exemption.  

The two countries’ diplomats also 
discussed their “distinguished friend-
ship,” reviewing related develop-
ments, and reaffirmed their determi-
nation to work according to a specific 
timeframe going forward, which 
reflects the depth of their political, 
economic, investment and cultural 
bilateral ties.  — KUNA 

Spain backs visa  
exemption for  
Kuwaitis 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Majdi Al-Dhefeeri welcomes Spain’s 
State Secretary for Foreign and Global Affairs Angeles Moreno Bau. — KUNA

VIENNA: The UN atomic energy watchdog said 
on Thursday that Iran was removing 27 surveillance 
cameras at its nuclear facilities, warning this could 
be a “fatal blow” to negotiations to revive a land-
mark deal. Talks began in April last year to bring the 
United States back to the 2015 accord, lifting sanc-
tions, and Iran back into compliance, limiting its 
nuclear activities. 

But negotiations have stalled since March, and 
raising tensions, International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) members on Wednesday passed a 
resolution censuring Iran over its lack of coopera-
tion with the watchdog. Iran has condemned the 
motion as “unconstructive”, announcing earlier on 
Wednesday that it had disconnected some IAEA 
cameras monitoring its nuclear sites. 

“What we have been informed is that 27 cameras 
... are being removed in Iran,” IAEA chief Rafael 
Grossi told reporters on Thursday. “So this of 
course poses a serious challenge to our ability to 
continue working there.” Grossi urged Iran to 
engage with him “immediately”. 

 He said if a solution was not found within three 
to four weeks to the issue, this would be “a fatal 
blow” to negotiations. Grossi said about 40 moni-
toring cameras remained in the Islamic republic. 
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IAEA warns as 
Iran removes  
site cameras

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on Thursday said he would run in next 
year’s presidential vote and brushed aside rumors of 
a snap poll in the economically-battered nation. It 
was the first time that the strongman, who has been 
in power since 2003, officially announced his wide-
ly-expected candidacy. 

“Let me say it here. Tayyip Erdogan is the candi-
date of the People’s Alliance”, Erdogan told a party 
rally in the western city of Izmir, referring to an 
alliance between his ruling conservative AKP party 
and the right-wing MHP party. The opposition CHP 

party, the second largest in parliament, has not yet 
fielded a candidate and Erdogan tossed a challenge 
to its leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu. “Declare either 
your candidate or your candidacy,” Erdogan said. 
Erdogan said the election would be held on time, on 
June 24 next year. — AFP 

Erdogan to run in  
2023 presidential  
election

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

RAMALLAH: A Palestinian died on Thursday after 
being shot in the stomach by Zionist forces during 
what the army described as a “counter-terrorism” 
operation in the occupied West Bank. The Palestinian 
health ministry said 27-year-old Mahmud Fayez Abu 
Ayhour was killed in Halhul, north of the flashpoint 
city of Hebron. The Red Crescent had earlier report-
ed several injuries following unrest in Halhul. The 
army told AFP that security forces “conducted count-
er-terrorism activities to confiscate terror funds in 
the town of Halhul”. 

It said the operation was concentrated in a store 
“suspected of being a focal point” for resources 
linked to the Hamas Islamist group that controls the 
Gaza Strip but also has a presence in the West Bank.  
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Palestinian killed  
by Zionist forces

KUWAIT: Dr Muthana Sartawi has invented a 
stitch he named ‘Kuwait Stitch’ which is used to 
hold body tissues together after surgical proce-
dures. He registered a patent at the American 
patents office and was approved for publication 
in a prestigious medical journal. This is the first 
stitch named after an Arab country. 

ABU DHABI: UAE’s President Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al-Nahyan (right) meets with Zionist entity’s 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett during his snap visit, 
in Abu Dhabi. — AFP


