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Biden vows to step up action on climate
Brazil leader joins Americas summit amid hopes for progress
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LOS ANGELES: Joe Biden sought Thursday to step up
action on climate at an Americas summit with hopes for
at least small progress with Brazil, whose far-right
leader will hold a potentially tense meeting with the US
president.

Some two dozen leaders have descended on Los
Angeles for the Summit of the Americas, where Biden
late Wednesday implored them to show that democracy
can produce results. “There is no reason why the
Western Hemisphere shouldn’t be secure, prosperous
and democratic, from Canada’s northernmost reaches
to the southern tips of Chile,” he told a welcoming
reception with pop performers at a downtown Los
Angeles theater.

But as China makes rapid inroads in Latin America,
long viewed by Washington as its turf, Biden has
steered clear of big-dollar pledges and has instead
sought cooperation in targeted areas.

The summit on Thursday focused on climate, with
Vice President Kamala Harris tasked with meeting
leaders of Caribbean nations that are particularly vul-
nerable to rising sea levels.

One outlier from the international chorus to battle
climate change has been Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro, a champion of agribusiness who has horri-
fied environmentalists who warn that further erosion of
the Amazon rainforest will disrupt a vital natural sink
for the planet’s carbon emissions.

Ahead of Biden’s first meeting with Bolsonaro on
Thursday, the White House said Brazil, Colombia and
Peru joined a US-backed initiative to explore ways to
reduce Amazon deforestation motivated by commodi-
ties industries.

The White House also said that Brazil and four other
nations were joining a renewable energy initiative
launched at last year’s UN climate summit in
Copenhagen. In the pact, countries promise to work
toward a goal of 70 percent renewables in their energy
mix by 2030.

Despite coming under criticism over the Amazon,
Brazil-the sixth most populous nation-has one of least
carbon-intensive economies for a major economy and
already meets the goal on renewables, mostly through
hydropower.

The ‘Tropical Trump’ 
The meeting with Bolsonaro could be awkward due

to more than climate. Bolsonaro was an ally of Biden’s
predecessor Donald Trump and has appeared to follow
the former president’s playbook by alleging that Brazil’s
October elections are threatened by fraud.

On the eve of his trip, Bolsonaro went further by
backing Trump’s claims of irregularities in the 2020 US
election won by Biden. There has been no evidence of
widespread fraud.

Jake Sullivan, Biden’s national security advisor, said
the president would not shy away from discussing the
Brazilian election. “I do anticipate that the president
will discuss open, free, fair, transparent democratic
elections,” Sullivan told reporters.

Bolsonaro has trailed in early polls against his likely
challenger, former president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, a
leftist icon who was jailed on controversial corruption
charges.

A victory by Lula would mark a further swing to the
left in Latin America. Colombia, one of the closest US
allies, could see a historic shift on June 19 if there is a

victory by leftist Gustavo Petro, who topped the first
round of voting. While promising to work with leaders
across ideology, Biden has held firm against inviting the
leftist leaders of Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela on the
grounds that they are autocrats.

His stance led to a boycott of the summit by
Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, a
crucial partner on addressing rising migration into the
United States. Harris started the week-long summit by
announcing commitments of $1.9 billion by businesses
in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras in hopes of
creating jobs and discouraging migration-an issue
seized upon by Trump’s Republican Party. Also at the
summit, the Biden administration announced a plan to
help train 500,000 health workers in Latin America
and a $300 million project to improve food security,
with Russia’s invasion of Ukraine disrupting grain
exports.

Biden also announced what he called a new eco-
nomic partnership for the Americas, although there
were few concrete details and no promises of funding
or greater market access.  —AFP

LOS ANGELES: US President Joe Biden speaks during the opening ceremony of the 9th Summit of the Americas at the Los Angeles Convention Center in Los Angeles, California on June 8. —AFP

France to choose 
new parliament 
in test for Macron
PARIS: France votes on Sunday in parliamentary elec-
tions, with allies of President Emmanuel Macron seeking
to retain a majority in the face of an increasingly com-
petitive challenge from a new left-wing coalition.

Elections for the 577 seats in the lower house
National Assembly are a two-round process. The shape
of the new parliament will become clear only after the
second round, a week later, on June 19.

The ballots provide a crucial coda to April’s presi-
dential election, when Macron won re-election and
pledged a transformative new era after a first term dom-
inated by protests, the COVID pandemic and Russia’s
war against Ukraine. Stepping into the fray on Thursday,
Macron acknowledged the stakes were high, warning
France against choosing “extremes” which would add
“crisis to crisis”.

“If the presidential election is crucial, the legislative
election is decisive,” he said on a visit to the rural Tarn
region, calling for a “strong and clear majority”.

If the president’s centrist alliance Ensemble
(Together) retains an overall majority, he will be able to
carry on governing as before. Falling short could prompt
a coalition with right-wing parties and an unwanted
cabinet shuffle only weeks after the government was
revamped. A win by the left-wing alliance-seen as
unlikely by analysts but not impossible-would be a dis-
aster for Macron. It would raise the specter of a clunky
“cohabitation”-where the prime minister and president
hail from different factions-of the kind that has para-
lyzed French politics in the past.

Left-wing leader Jean-Luc Melenchon, a former
Marxist, has already made clear his ambition to become
prime minister and stymie Macron’s plan to raise the
French retirement age, although the president would
retain control over foreign policy. 

While Macron and his European Union allies

breathed a heavy sigh of relief after his solid if unspec-
tacular presidential victory against far-right leader
Marine Le Pen, the last weeks have brought no sense of
a honeymoon. Energy and food prices are soaring in
France as elsewhere in Europe, the treatment of English
fans at the Champions League final in Paris damaged
France’s image abroad and Macron has been accused
by Ukraine of being too accommodating to Russia.

His new disabilities minister Damien Abad faced two
rape accusations-which he vehemently denied-while
new Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne has yet to make an
impact.

Meanwhile, the French left has moved on from the
disunity that saw it fail to make the presidential election
run-off by forming the NUPES alliance, which groups
Melenchon’s hard-left France Unbowed party, the
Socialists, Greens and Communists.

It is mounting an increasingly serious challenge to
Macron’s own alliance, though the two-round system
and an abstention rate predicted to reach record levels
of well over 50 percent could both play into the hands
of the president.

The Together alliance and NUPES will be neck-and-
neck in terms of the popular vote on around 28 percent
in the first round, polls show. “The day after Emmanuel
Macron’s re-election, his lieutenants saw the legislative
elections as a formality,” said leading French daily Le
Monde. —AFP

CAEN, France: French leftist La France Insoumise (LFI) party
leader Jean-Luc Melenchon addresses supporters. —AFP

Iraq’s Sadr warns 
MPs could ‘resign’ 
to break deadlock
BAGHDAD: Iraq’s firebrand cleric Moqtada Sadr
made a high-stakes protest Thursday by calling on
the 73 lawmakers loyal to him to ready resignation
papers to end an eight-month parliamentary paraly-
sis. Parliament in Baghdad has been in turmoil since

October’s general election, and intense negotiations
among political factions have failed to forge a
majority in support of a new prime minister to suc-
ceed Mustafa Al-Kadhemi.

The two groupings-a coalition led by Sadr, and its
powerful rival, the Coordination Framework-each
claim to hold a parliamentary majority, and with it the
right to appoint the prime minister. Iraqi lawmakers
have already exceeded all deadlines for setting up a
new government set down in the constitution, pro-
longing the war-scarred country’s political crisis.

“If the survival of the Sadrist bloc is an obstacle
to the formation of the government, then all repre-

sentatives of the bloc are ready to resign from par-
liament,” Sadr said in a televised statement.

Sadr called on his lawmakers to “write their res-
ignation”, warning that “they won’t disobey me”.
“Iraq needs a government backed by a majority that
serves the people,” Sadr said. The 47-year-old cler-
ic once led an anti-US militia following the 2003
invasion to topple Saddam Hussein, and he main-
tains a large and dedicated following. Sadr has said
he wants all Shiite forces to be involved in a “con-
sensus government”.

While Sadr counts on the direct loyalty of 73
lawmakers, his wider bloc also includes Sunni law-

makers from the party of parliamentary speaker
Mohammed Halbusi and the Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP). But the grand total of Sadr’s bloc of
155 still falls short of the absolute majority needed
in the 329-member parliament. Lawmakers have
already failed three times to elect a new national
president, the first key stage before naming a prime
minister and the subsequent establishment of a gov-
ernment.

If the parliamentary impasse cannot be bro-
ken, new elections could follow-but that would
itself require lawmakers to agree on dissolving
parliament.  —AFP

World’s poor 
paying more for 
less food: UN
PARIS: Poor countries are expected to suffer the
most from worldwide food crises exacerbated by the
war in Ukraine as they will be forced to pay more for
less food, the United Nations warned on Thursday.
The global food import bill was on course to hit a
new record of $1.8 trillion this year as the Ukraine
conflict pushes up cereal and grain prices.

But it was higher prices and transport costs rather
than volumes that would account for the bulk of the
expected increase, the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization wrote in its latest Food Outlook.

“Worryingly, many vulnerable countries are pay-
ing more but receiving less food,” the report said.
The FAO calculated that the global food import bill
was projected to rise by $51 billion from 2021, of
which $49 billion reflected higher prices. The least
developed countries were anticipated to see a five-
percent contraction in their food import bill this year.

But sub-Saharan Africa and net food-importing
developing countries were “expected to register an
increase in total costs, despite a reduction in imported
volumes”, the agency said. World production of major
cereals was expected to decline in 2022 for the first
time in four years, while global utilization was also
seen down for the first time in 20 years, the FAO said.

Amid soaring input prices, weather concerns and
increased market uncertainties stemming from the
Ukraine war, the forecasts “point to a likely tighten-
ing of food markets and food import bills reaching a
new record high”, said FAO economist Upali Galketi
Aratchilage. “These are alarming signs from a food
security perspective, indicating that importers will
find it difficult to finance rising international costs,
potentially heralding an end of their resilience to
higher prices.”  —AFP


