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KYIV: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said the 
fate of the whole Donbas region hinges on the “very 
fierce” battle with Russian troops for the flashpoint east-
ern city of Severodonetsk. 

Moscow’s forces are concentrating their firepower on 
the strategically important industrial hub as part of 
efforts to capture a swathe of eastern Ukraine. 

As shelling and air strikes killed another 11 people 
around the country, Ukraine said on Thursday that the 
western long-range artillery it has been begging for 
would end the fight for Severodonetsk in days. 

In his evening address to the nation on Wednesday, 
Zelensky said the battle for the city was “very fierce... 
very difficult. Probably one of the most difficult through-
out this war. “In many ways, the fate of our Donbas is 
being decided there.” 

Following days of raging street battles, Ukrainian offi-
cials conceded that Russian troops control a large part of 
Severodonetsk and that their own forces might have to 
pull back due to constant shelling. 

The cities of Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, which 
are separated by a river, were the last areas still under 
Ukrainian control in Lugansk. Lysychansk is still in 
Ukrainian hands but under fierce Russian bombardment. 

After being repelled from Kyiv following their 
February 24 invasion, Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
troops have refocused their offensive on the Donbas 
region, comprising Lugansk and Donetsk. 

 
‘Very primitive’ 

Part of the Donbas had already been held by pro-

Russian separatists since 2014. At the United Nations, 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres added his voice to 
increasingly dire warnings about the war’s impact. 

“For people around the world, the war is threatening 
to unleash an unprecedented wave of hunger and desti-
tution, leaving social and economic chaos in its wake,” he 
said. Severodonetsk appeared close to being captured 
just days ago but outgunned Ukrainian forces launched 
counterattacks and managed to hold out. 

Lugansk regional governor Sergiy Gaiday said 
Western artillery would help secure a Ukrainian victory, 
echoing Kyiv’s repeated calls for more military aid. 

“As soon as we have long-range artillery to be able to 
conduct duels with Russian artillery, our special forces 
can clean up the city in two to three days,” he said. 

Gaiday added that Ukrainian forces in the city 
remained “highly motivated” and that “everyone is hold-
ing their positions”, while describing Russian tactics as 
“very primitive.” The United States and Britain have 
announced they are providing Kyiv with long-range pre-
cision artillery batteries, defying warnings from Putin. 

 
Global food crisis 

The Ukrainian presidency said four people were killed 
and five more wounded in a Russian air strike on 
Toshkivka, a village around 25 kilometres (14 miles) south 
of Severodonetsk. Four more people were killed in fight-
ing in Donetsk, and two were killed by shelling in the 
north-eastern city of Kharkiv, it said. Another person was 
killed in the Mykolayiv region in the south. 

Russia’s defence ministry meanwhile said it had tar-

geted a Ukrainian training centre for “foreign mercenar-
ies” in the Zhytomyr region. 

Zhytomyr governor Vitaliy Bunechko confirmed a 
Russian strike overnight in the town of Novograd-
Volynskyi but did not mention a training centre and said 
he had no information about victims. 

The shockwaves from the Ukraine conflict continue to 
reverberate, especially from a looming global food crisis. 

Russia and Turkey made little headway in striking a 
deal to secure safe passage for grain exports stuck in 
Ukraine. 

At the request of the United Nations, Turkey has 
offered its services to escort maritime convoys from 
Ukrainian ports, despite the presence of mines. 

“We are ready to do this in cooperation with our 
Turkish colleagues,” Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov told reporters in Ankara. 

Lavrov’s Turkish counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu called 
Russian demands for an end to sanctions to help grain 
onto the world market “legitimate”. 

 
 ‘Everyone has run away’ 

But Kyiv, which was not represented at the Ankara 
talks, blamed “Russian aggression, not sanctions” for high 
grain prices. 

Before the war, Ukraine was a major exporter of 
wheat, corn and sunflower oil. 

The situation on the ground in other parts of the 
Donbas is increasingly desperate. 

In the city of Bakhmut, an unoccupied school building 
was reduced to a smouldering wreck after being shelled 

Wednesday, with burnt books visible among the rubble, 
according to AFP journalists. No injuries or deaths were 
reported. In Severodonetsk’s twin city Lysychansk, resi-
dents who had chosen to stay were facing fierce Russian 
bombardments. 

“Every day there are bombings and every day some-
thing burns. A house, a flat... And there is nobody to help 
me,” 70-year-old Yuriy Krasnikov told AFP. 

“I tried to go to the city authorities, but nobody’s 
there, everyone has run away.” —AFP 

Shelling and air strikes kill another 11 people around Ukraine

Ukraine says fate of Donbas  
rests in battleground city

Family of UK man  
missing in Amazon  
call for deeper search 

 
LONDON: The family of a British journalist 
missing in the Amazon urged Brit ish and 
Brazilian authorities in London on Thursday to 
step up their efforts to find him. 

Dom Phillips, 57, a regular contributor to 
The Guardian, and Bruno Pereira, 41, a special-
ist in indigenous peoples, were reported miss-
ing on Sunday after they ventured into the 
middle of the Amazon rainforest.  

“Where is Dom Phillips? Where is Bruno 
Pereira?” asked the journalist’s sister, Sian 
Phillips, in a statement to the media during a 
gathering of around 30 people in front of 
Brazil’s embassy in London. “We want the 
UK author i t ies  to  put  pressure  on  the 
Brazilian government,” she added, before she 
and other family members were received by 
the ambassador. 

“We want to carry on with the search. We 
want to find out what is happening to them 
and we want anyone responsible for any crimi-
nal act to be brought to justice. We want a 
persistent deep and open investigation,” she 
added. She blamed the Brazilian authorities for 
delaying the search but said they “all have 
hope” that the pair will be found. “He is a 
great writer and journalist. He is a caring man. 
He cares about the environment. He loves 
Brazil,” Phillips said of her brother. 

“He’s a great guy and we love him with all 

our heart”. The Brazilian authorities said they 
are hopeful of finding the men alive but do 
not exclude any outcome, including that of 
homicide, in a region where trafficking is rife. 
High-profile personalities and environmental 
and human rights groups have rallied to the 
cause, urging President Jair Bolsonaro to step 
up the search. 

“We’ve been assured that everything has 
been done that can be done,” Paul Sherwood, 
Phillips’ brother-in-law, told AFP. Phillips and 
Pereira pair went missing in the Javari Valley in 
Amazonas state, located in the west of the 
Amazon basin, near Peru. The remote region is 
experiencing an escalation in armed violence 
due to the presence of miners, gold diggers, 
poachers and drug traffickers. —AFP

MANAUS, Brazil: General Placido (center) speaks 
between Eduardo Alexandre Fontes (right), Regional 
Superintendent of Amazonas State Federal Police and 
Colonel Muniz during a press conference regarding a 
missing reporter and indigenous expert in the Amazon 
rainforest, in Manaus, Brazil, on June 8, 2022. —AFP

Medvedev: Russia’s  
reforming president  
turned arch-hawk 

 
MOSCOW: Dimitry Medvedev as Russian president 
chomped on a burger at an American diner with 
Barack Obama, praised independent media and made 
ambitious promises of reform to create a more open 
Russia. But with the Kremlin’s war against Ukraine 
raging for over three months, he now vows to make 
enemies of Russia “disappear”, warns of military 
strikes on the West and darkly comments the “horse-
men of the apocalypse” are on their way. 

What happened to Medvedev, 56, president from 
2008-2012 and premier from 2012-2020, once seen by 
admirers as Russia’s great hope for reform? His path is 
also emblematic of that of Russia over the last two 
decades, as the country swung from a potential reli-
able member of the international system to the current 
isolation, inwardness and radicalism. 

“Dmitry Medvedev is, it seems, trying to demon-
strate his relevance-and loyalty-in a system that has 
become markedly more hawkish and less tolerant of 
shades of grey,” said Ben Noble, associate professor of 
Russian Politics at University College London. 

As president, Medvedev never stepped out of the 
shadow of Vladimir Putin, his fellow Saint Petersburger 
to whom he owes his political career. Putin in 2008 
had to switch jobs, becoming premier in order not to 
break constitutional rules, with Medvedev assuming 
the presidency. Putin returned to the Kremlin in 2012 
as Medvedev stepped aside. 

He became prime minister-dubbed a Putin-
Medvedev “castling” in Russia-before becoming 
deputy chairman of the national security council eight 
years later. 

But the presidency of Medvedev-which now 
appears to belong to a different epoch-still contained 
remarkable gestures towards change. He championed a 
“reset” of relations with Washington that saw Obama 
visit Moscow in 2009 and Medvedev the US the next 
year, famously being presented with an iPhone in 
Silicon Valley by Apple founder Steve Jobs. 

In April 2011, he popped into the studios of inde-
pendent TV channel Dozhd (Rain), giving an interview 
and declaring it a “great place” as his Kremlin sought 
to cautiously cultivate independent media. 

He attempted to take on the mantle of reforming 
Tsar Alexander II who abolished serfdom, saying 
Russia’s current hydrocarbon-dependent economic 
model was at a “dead end” while political freedom 
“cannot be put off for another day”. Medvedev boast-
ed of an affinity with Western culture, proclaiming to 
be a fan of US rock band Linkin Park and seizing the 
chance to meet his music heroes like Bono of U2 and 
Deep Purple. —AFP 

As president, Medvedev never stepped out of the 
shadow of Vladimir Putin to whom he owes his polit-
ical career.— AFP

LYSYCHANSK, Ukraine: A woman holds her baby as she 
waits to board a bus and evacuates from the city of 
Lysychansk in the eastern Ukraine region of Donbas on 
June 9, 2022, as Russian forces have for weeks been 
concentrating their firepower on Severodonetsk and its 
sister city of Lysychansk across the river. —AFP
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was “probably one of the most difficult through-

out this war. “In many ways, the fate of our Donbas 
is being decided there.” Up to 100 Ukrainian sol-
diers were being killed every day in frontline fight-
ing and as many as 500 wounded, Defense Minister 
Oleksiy Reznikov said. The city of Lysychansk, 
which is separated from Severodonetsk by a river, is 
still in Ukrainian hands but under fierce Russian 
bombardment. 

After being repelled from Kyiv following their 
February 24 invasion, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s troops have refocused their offensive on the 
Donbas. Pro-Russian separatists have held part of 
that region since 2014. Moscow, which has repeat-
edly warned the West against getting involved in 

the conflict, said it had targeted a Ukrainian training 
centre for “foreign mercenaries” in the Zhytomyr 
region, west of Kyiv.  

The Ukrainian presidency said four people were 
killed in a Russian air strike on Toshkivka, a village 
around 25 kilometers south of Severodonetsk. Four 
more people were killed in fighting in Donetsk and 
shelling killed two in the north-eastern city of 
Kharkiv, it said. Another person was killed in the 
Mykolayiv region in the south. 

The war’s shockwaves are spreading around 
the world. At the United Nations, Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres added his voice to 
increasingly dire warnings. “For people around the 
world, the war is threatening to unleash an 
unprecedented wave of hunger and destitution, 
leaving social and economic chaos in its wake,” he 
said. Zelensky on Thursday called for Russia to be 
expelled from the UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), blaming Moscow for “causing 
hunger” and spurring the global grain crisis by 
invading his country. — AFP 

Pro-Russia rebels 
sentence foreign...
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normalized relations with Zionists in 2020, also 
comes after the two countries struck a free-trade deal 
last month and as his governing coalition faces a seri-
ous challenge from the right-wing opposition. 

There was no prior announcement of the trip, 
which Bennett’s office described as a “snap visit” at 
the invitation of Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, the 
UAE’s newly appointed president. Speaking before 
leaving Zionist entity, Bennett hailed the International 
Atomic Energy Agency for its motion condemning 
Iran’s lack of cooperation with the UN body. 

Approved by 30 members of the IAEA board with 
only Russia and China voting against, the motion was 
the first criticizing Iran since 2020, and came as talks 
flounder on reviving an accord aimed at curbing 
Tehran’s nuclear ambitions. “We see here a firm 
stance by the countries of the world regarding the 
distinction between good and evil, as they clearly 

state that Iran is concealing things,” Bennett said, 
according to a statement from his office. 

Concern about Iran, including its alleged nuclear 
program, was widely viewed as a factor that led the 
UAE to forge ties with Zionist entity under the US-
brokered deals known as the Abraham Accords. The 
UAE was the first Gulf country to normalize relations 
with Zionist entity and only the third Arab nation to 
do so after Egypt and Jordan.  Bennett and Sheikh 
Mohammed discussed investment, food security and 
“other vital sectors”, the UAE’s official WAM news 
agency said, without giving details. 

Bennett also expressed his condolences over the 
death last month of Sheikh Khalifa, the UAE’s long-
ailing ruler who was replaced by Sheikh Mohammed, 
already the de facto leader. The free-trade agreement 
signed in May-(Zionists’ first with an Arab state)-
abolished customs duties on more than 95 percent of 
products exchanged between the two sides. 

Two-way trade last year totaled some $900 mil-
lion dollars, according to Zionist figures. Talks for the 
free-trade agreement began in November and con-
cluded after four rounds of negotiations. Bennett and 
Sheikh Mohammed met twice last year, in Abu Dhabi 
in December and in Egypt. — AFP 

Zionist entity, UAE  
leaders hold talks...
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Wednesday’s motion - approved by 30 of the 35 

members of the IAEA board of governors, with only 
Russia and China voting against - was the first to 
criticize Iran since June 2020. Iran’s foreign ministry 
criticized the resolution - submitted by the United 
States, Britain, France and Germany - as a “political, 
unconstructive and incorrect action”. The resolution 
came after the IAEA said Iran continued to fail to 
explain adequately the previous discovery of traces 
of enriched uranium at three sites which Tehran had 
not declared as having hosted nuclear activities. 

Iran, which had already responded angrily to 
Grossi’s decision to visit the Zionist entity ahead of 
the board of governors meeting, accused the watch-
dog of relying too much on “fabricated” the Zionist 
entity’s intelligence reports. the Zionist entity’s Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett welcomed the IAEA’s cen-
sure of Iran. “We see here a firm stance by the coun-
tries of the world regarding the distinction between 
good and evil, as they clearly state that Iran is con-
cealing things,” Bennett said before heading to the 
United Arab Emirates, a fellow Iran critic, for a pre-
viously unannounced visit on Thursday. 

After the resolution was adopted, the US, 
Britain, France and Germany urged Iran “to fulfill its 
legal obligations and cooperate with the IAEA”. 
The US State Department said that if confirmed, 
Iran’s reported counter-measures were “extremely 
regrettable” and “counterproductive” to attempts 
to revive the 2015 nuclear deal. The foreign min-
istry in Tehran said besides deactivating the cam-
eras in response to the IAEA censure motion, Iran 
has also installed additional advanced centrifuges 
for uranium enrichment. 

The landmark agreement set limits to Iran’s 
nuclear activities in return for relief from interna-
tional sanctions. But it has been in disarray since 
then US president Donald Trump unilaterally with-
drew from it in 2018 and reimposed crippling sanc-
tions. In response, Iran, which has repeatedly denied 
any ambition to develop a nuclear weapons capabili-
ty, began rolling back on its own commitments under 
the deal. 

European capitals have expressed mounting con-
cern over how far Iran has gone in resuming nuclear 
activities since the US began reimposing sanctions. 
Iran has built up large stockpiles of enriched urani-
um, some of it enriched to levels far higher than 
those needed for nuclear power generation. The 
IAEA head said on Monday it would be “a matter of 
just a few weeks” before Iran could obtain sufficient 
material needed for a nuclear weapon if it continues 
to develop its program. — AFP

IAEA warns as 
Iran removes...
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More than 1.1 million shekels ($328,000) was 

confiscated, the army added. “During the operation, 
dozens of Palestinians hurled explosive devices, 
Molotov cocktails and rocks at the soldiers, who  
responded with riot dispersal means and live fire. A 
hit was identified,” the army continued, without 
commenting specifically on the Palestinian fatality. 

In recent weeks, the Zionist army has been con-
ducting near daily operations across the West Bank, 

making multiple arrests. The most recent operation, 
conducted overnight, involved nine arrests, the army 
said. Nineteen people, mostly civilians - including 18 
inside Zionist entity and a Jewish settler - have been 
killed in attacks by Palestinians and Arabs in Zionist 
entity since late March. 

Security forces have responded with raids inside 
Zionist entity and in the West Bank, particularly in 
and around Jenin. Three Arab attackers and a police 
commando have been killed. Forty Palestinians have 
been killed in the West Bank - suspected militants 
but also non-combatants, including an Al Jazeera 
journalist who was covering a raid in Jenin and 
bystanders. Separately in Gaza on Thursday, the 
army reported that gunshots fired from the blockad-
ed strip landed in a field inside Zionist entity. No 
one was injured. — AFP  

Palestinian killed  
by Zionist...


