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 followed the processing of work permits of this 

segment of workers and prepared a preliminary 
report that confirms there is no need for new amend-
ments to the decision due to the fact that it achieved 
the goals it was issued for and gained PAM’s accept-
ance as well as that of the concerned labor workers. 

Sources said new categories will not be added to 
those exempt from this decision, which include hus-
bands and children of Kuwaiti women, foreign wives 
of Kuwaitis and those holding Palestinian travel 
documents, in addition to residents who have com-
prehensive non-revokable insurance policies from a 
company listed on the bourse. They said PAM 

received proposals and ideas from the Kuwait 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and private 
sector institutions to introduce changes, but the 
study recommended not changing anything. 

Meanwhile, sources said there are plans to with-
draw a proposal to naturalize foreign wives of 
Kuwaitis by the parliamentary interior and defense 
committee to restudy it and introduce many amend-
ments that call for not naturalizing them and instead 
grant other advantages to them. The sources said 
the proposed law was not passed by the National 
Assembly, which includes amendments to the cur-
rent law including that the wife of the Kuwaiti can 
get citizenship after 18 years of marriage if she has 
at least one child. 

The sources said the interior ministry has been 
asked to prepare a new proposal and submit it to 
the government, which includes permanent residen-
cy for non-Kuwaiti wives of Kuwaitis, priority in 
employment and medical treatment and free educa-
tion, without naturalization.
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several demonstrations were staged across the north-

ern Indian state. Most protests ended peacefully but 
demonstrators in some cities threw stones at police and 
injured at least one officer, said Avanish Awasthi, a senior 
government secretary in the state. “We will take strict 
action against those indulging in stone pelting and vio-
lence,” Awasthi told reporters. “Those working behind the 
scenes, instigating violence, will not be spared at all.” 

Prashant Kumar, a senior police officer in the state, 
told AFP that up to “136 protesting miscreants” had been 
arrested from six districts around Uttar Pradesh. Cities 
around India saw sizable demonstrations on Friday, with 
some crowds burning effigies of Nupur Sharma - the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) spokeswoman whose com-
ments set off the furor. Authorities also cut Internet serv-
ices for the weekend in several districts near the eastern 
megacity of Kolkata, after protesters blocked a railway 

line and mobbed a police station. 
Sharma’s remarks have embroiled India in a diplomatic 

storm, with the governments of nearly 20 countries call-
ing in Indian envoys for an explanation. Since coming to 
power nationally in 2014, Modi’s government and the BJP 
have been accused of championing discriminatory poli-
cies towards followers of the Islamic faith. His government 
proposed a controversial law that granted citizenship to 
refugees in India, but not if they are Muslim, while state 
BJP governments have passed laws making it harder for 
Muslims to marry outside their religion. 

The foreign ministry last week rebuked US officials for 
what India termed “ill-informed” and “biased” comments 
made during the release of a religious freedom report that 
accused Indian officials of supporting attacks on minority 
worshippers. Sharma’s comments sent the BJP into dam-
age control, with the party suspending her from its ranks 
and issuing a statement saying it respected all religions. 

Friday saw the biggest South Asian street rallies yet 
in response to the remarks, with police estimating 
more than 100,000 people mobilized across 
Bangladesh after midday prayers. Another 5,000 peo-
ple took to the streets in the Pakistani city of Lahore at 
the call of a radical religious party, demanding that 
their government take stronger action against India 
over the comments. — AFP 

Two killed in 
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Intissar Mohammed was summoned to provide a 

drop of her blood as a sample because the authorities 
suspect her brother’s remains could be found in the 
mass grave. Hamid disappeared in 1980 under 
Saddam’s iron-fisted regime. At the time, Intissar and 
the rest of the family had moved to neighboring Syria 
but Hamid had stayed in Iraq for his studies, planning to 
join his family later. 

“We waited for him, but he never came,” recalled a 
tearful Intissar. The young man was reportedly kid-
napped, she said, “and we never heard from him again”. 
Intissar, who returned to Iraq in 2011, remains hopeful 
that she will find out more. Her DNA will be “compared 
with the bones found in situ”, said Wissam Radi, a tech-
nician at the forensic medicine department in Najaf. 

The identification process takes time and wears 
down the patience of relatives, who often complain that 
they feel abandoned. Opening a mass grave is a mam-
moth task and “the biggest obstacles are financial”, said 

Dergham Kamel of the Martyrs’ Foundation, a state 
body in charge of managing mass graves. He said 
another government institution, the Directorate for the 
Protection of Mass Graves, had received “no funding 
from the government” between 2016 and 2021. 

The centralization of the Iraqi system is another hur-
dle as genetic comparisons are conducted exclusively 
in the capital Baghdad. In the former IS bastion Mosul 
and elsewhere in northern Iraq, forensic scientists are 
making slow progress in analyzing the 200 or so mass 
graves left behind by the jihadists. 

Hassan Al-Anazi, director of forensic medicine in 
the north’s Nineveh province, has asked for the miss-
ing person database to include all the region’s IS vic-
tims, but so far to no avail. “There are thousands of 
missing people,” he said. “Every day, about 30 families 
come to us to ask for news of their loved ones.” 
However, he said, “due to a lack of political will” the 
Khasfa mass grave in Mosul, one of the largest, has 
still not been opened. It contains the remains of offi-
cers, doctors and academics killed by the IS, with a 
total of around 4,000 victims. Bereaved Mosul mother 
Umm Ahmed is seeking information about the fate of 
her sons, police officers Ahmed and Faris, who were 
abducted by the IS when it took over the city. “I 
knocked on every door,” she said. “I even went to 
Baghdad. But I got no answer.” — AFP 
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Or, he said, “It’s the first step in another cycle of escala-

tion, and from this point on it would only get worse.” 
“Worse” could mean Tehran moving ahead to build a 
nuclear weapon, and its opponents like the Zionist entity and 
US hardliners demanding hard action to prevent that. The 
talks in Vienna between Iran and the major powers resumed 
last year at Biden’s impetus, with the US willing to rescind 
sanctions in exchange for Tehran returning to full implemen-
tation of the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA). 

But at the edge of a deal three months ago, the talks 
stalled, due - according to US officials - to final demands 
by Iran unrelated to nuclear issues. Meanwhile, officials 
say, Iran has pushed ahead with uranium enrichment oper-
ations that take it close to a weapons capability. The situa-

tion deteriorated this week when members of the IAEA 
censured Iran for not cooperating.  A day later Iran 
removed the 27 cameras. 

Supporters say the deal is the only thing that has pre-
vented Iran from building nuclear weapons, and that saving 
it is worth Biden giving Tehran some concessions. But oppo-
nents - Republicans, and strong supporters of Iran’s nemesis 
the Zionist entity - say Iran’s lack of cooperation shows the 
agreement is not worth pursuing. 

If Tehran’s accelerated uranium enrichment operations 
“are not sufficient to get the Biden administration to 
change course, what will?” asked Behnam Ben Taleblu of 
the Foundation for Defense of Democracies think-tank, 
which has opposed the JCPOA. “The time has come for a 
multilateral version of maximum pressure,” he said, refer-
ring to Trump’s approach. Even among Biden’s Democratic 
Party, some voices are growing impatient. “At what point 
will the administration acknowledge that Iran’s nuclear 
advances make a return to the 2015 JCPOA not in the 
United States’ strategic interest?” said Senator Bob 
Menendez.Vaez says that the Biden administration has set-
tled into the situation of having neither an agreement nor a 
crisis over it. — AFP 

Iran nuke tactics 
leave Biden with...

PARIS: Albinism, caused by a lack of melanin, the 
pigment that colors skin, hair and eyes, is a genet-
ic anomaly that concerns hundreds of thousands 
of people across the globe, particularly in Africa. 
Ahead of International Albinism Awareness Day 
on Monday, AFP looks at the specificities of a 
very visible condition which is shrouded in preju-
dice, leading to discrimination and even violence 
against those affected. 

 
What is albinism?  

Albinism is a hereditary genetic anomaly 
resulting from mutations in genes which affect 
how much melanin the body produces and there-
fore the pigmentation, or color, of a person’s skin 
and hair which is very pale or almost white in the 
case of sufferers.  

For those whose eyes are affected, known as 
ocular albinism, the blood vessels can show 
through the iris, making the eyes appear red. The 
absence of melanin leaves the skin extremely sen-
sitive to sunlight, making people with albinism at 
greater risk of developing skin cancer. It also 

affects the development of the optic nerve, which 
means that many sufferers’ vision is impaired. 

 
Is it an illness?  

Albinism is an inherited disorder that is often 
wrongly assumed to be an illness, a factor that 
contributes to the discrimination those affected 
can face in society. Under The Same Sun (UTSS), 
an association working to combat discrimination 
describes albinism as a “rare genetic condition”. 
People with albinism require maximum protection 
from sunlight with strong sunscreen, hat, sun-
glasses and protective clothing.  

They generally need glasses, contact lenses 
or hand-held magnifiers to see properly but 
the  condi t ion does not  prevent  them from 
developing normally. Health organizations refer 
to “persons living with albinism” rather than 
“albinos” but some associations prefer to limit 
use of the term “albinism,” which comes from 
the Latin world “albus” for white. They instead 
use  “amelan ism”  or  “amelan is t ic”- lack ing 
melanin. 

How many people are affected?  
Albinism occurs in all ethnic groups worldwide. 

According to the US National Institute of Health 
(NIH), around one in 20,000 persons is born with 
albinism, which would equate to some 400,000 
people out of a global population of 7.9 billion. 
Africa has a slightly higher incidence, estimated at 
somewhere between one in 5,000 and one in 
15,000 inhabitants. One of the largest populations 
of people with albinism is believed to be in 
Tanzania, with as many as one in 1,400 people 
born with the disorder. 

 
Why the discrimination?  

People with albinism are often stigmatized due 
to their appearance but it is in Africa where they 
suffer the worst discrimination and violence due 
to their supposed magical powers. In a 2013 study, 
UTSS found the myths about albinism were being 
driven by traditional healers, with one of the most 
dangerous being the belief that using the body 
parts of people with albinism in a potion can bring 
the user good luck or fortune. “Witchcraft taps 

into the supernatural to explain human phenome-
na ... this white child born to visibly black par-
ents,” UTSS noted. 

 
Who is targeted?  

In July 2021, the United Nations’ expert on 
albinism, Nigerian lawyer Ikponwosa Ero, 
expressed alarm over “the notable increase” in 
cases of people with albinism being killed or 
attacked for body parts. “More tragically still the 
majority of victims are children,” she added. A 
UNHCR report found evidence of “more than 200 
cases of ritual aggressions against sufferers of 
albinism between 2000 and 2013”. UTSS, which 
has been logging cases of violence across Africa, 
ranks Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Malawi, Mozambique and Tanzania as the coun-
tries where such attacks are most prevalent. In a 
shocking recent case, the dismembered body of a 
four-year-old child was found in February in 
northeastern Burundi in a case believed to be 
linked to the illegal trade in body parts with 
neighboring Tanzania. —AFP

Albinos stigmatized, targeted over supposed magical powers

Albinism: Lack of pigment  
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US Capitol probe  
skewers Trump  

 
WASHINGTON: Americans were served up an 
engrossing night of television as a congressional pan-
el laid out damning evidence of Donald Trump’s cul-
pability in last year’s US Capitol insurrection. Yet 17 
months after the mayhem, the biggest challenge for 
the House of Representatives committee investigating 
the riot could be ensuring the brutal images of vio-
lence it played in prime time will pack the intended 
political punch. 

Thursday’s presentation was devastating for 
Trump, who has been characterized as an ongoing 
threat to US democracy-bidding to carry a campaign 
to steal the last election into the next. “It’s important 
the American people understand what truly hap-
pened, and to understand that the same forces that 
led to January 6 remain at work today,” President Joe 
Biden said Friday as he was discussing the hearing-a 
reference in part, at least, to Trump’s transgressions. 

The committee’s footage of hand-to-hand combat 
between police and the mob Trump sent to the 
Capitol to stop the 2020 vote being certified in 
Biden’s favor, made for gut-wrenching viewing. 
Capitol Police officer Caroline Edwards was shown 
being knocked unconscious and gave evidence in 
person about “slipping in people’s blood” as the 
assault turned to “carnage.” The hearing concluded 
with video of several members of the mob saying 
they marched on the Capitol simply because Trump 
had asked them to. 

Liz Cheney-a rising Republican star until she 
refused to accept Trump’s false claims of a stolen 
election-carefully filleted every aspect of the former 
president’s so-called “Big Lie.” She repeatedly 
referred to the “illegality” of his “sophisticated seven-
point plan” to overturn the election. Testimony from 
Trump’s closest allies-including his attorney general 
Bill Barr and daughter Ivanka-underscored that he 
had been made aware again and again how danger-
ous his conspiracy theories were. 

The night got progressively worse for Trump, who 
didn’t lift a finger for hours to help quell the insurrec-
tion, according to the committee. And there were 
gasps in the room when Cheney quoted a witness 
claiming that Trump had said vice president Mike 
Pence deserved to be hanged by the mob storming 
the Capitol. The challenge for Democrats-burned by 
the lukewarm public reaction to Trump’s two 
impeachments and numerous other revelations of 
misconduct-will be to ensure that his latest calumny 
registers with voters. While powerful images of the 
riot may have jogged memories, much of the outrage 
appears to have dissipated since January last year, 
with voters increasingly focused on pocketbook 
issues such as soaring inflation. 

In a YouGov/University of Massachusetts poll in 
May, just 42 percent of respondents backed the drive 
to hold the insurrectionists accountable-a drop of 10 
points in a year. “Trump is still doing well with his fol-
lowers at the grassroots level,” Ahmed Zohny, a polit-
ical science professor at Coppin State University in 
Baltimore, told AFP. “So unless the congressional 
committee on January 6 comes up with criminal evi-
dence that prevents him from running again, it is 
unlikely that the (Republicans) in both the House and 
Senate will go against him.” —AFP 

WASHINGTON: A tweet from former President Donald 
Trump is shown on a screen during the House Select 
Committee hearing to Investigate the January 6th 
Attack on the US Capitol, in the Cannon House Office 
Building on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. —AFP

Senegal forces nab 
Casamance rebels 

 
DAKAR: The Senegalese government said it had 
arrested members of a rebel group campaigning for 
the independence of the southern Casamance region, 
a claim refuted by a leading opposition figure as ten-
sions heat up before an upcoming vote. According to 
the government, the arrests took place during a 
demonstration in the capital Dakar on Wednesday 
that was staged by the opposition coalition Yewwi 
Askan Wi. 

Several opposition leaders have been banned from 
contesting the July 31 legislative elections, prompting 
protesters to threaten to prevent the polls from taking 
place if Yewwi Askan Wi is barred. “There were indeed 
rebels who were arrested during the latest demonstra-
tions,” government spokesman Oumar Gueye said. 
“Those who seek to destabilise our country are going 
to get cold feet,” he added. 

Gueye gave no details about those arrested, but 
social media reports identified them as members of the 
separatist Movement of Democratic Forces of 
Casamance (MFDC) who had come to attend the 
protests. Ousmane Sonko, mayor of Casamance’s main 
town Ziguinchor and a leading figure in Yewwi Askan 
Wi, accused the government of spreading “unfounded 
information”. “These are lies,” he wrote in Wolof on his 
Facebook page, saying the government aimed “to 
demobilize the militants”. 

“They are now talking about the MFDC after other 
lies,” he added. Casamance, Senegal’s southernmost 
region, is almost separated from the rest of the country 
by the tiny state of The Gambia. It has a distinct cul-
ture and language derived from its past as a former 
Portuguese colony. The MFDC has led a low-intensity 
separatist campaign since 1982 that has claimed sever-
al thousand lives. 

But the conflict was mostly dormant until Senegal 
launched a major offensive last year to drive out the 
rebels. In a clash on January 24, four Senegalese sol-
diers were killed and seven were captured alive and 
taken across the border to The Gambia. The rebels 
released the hostages the following month. In March, 
the army launched a new operation in which it claimed 
to have destroyed several rebel bases for the loss of 

one soldier and eight wounded. 
 

Lawmaker held  
In another development, a Senegalese opposition 

politician was on Friday charged and imprisoned in 
Dakar for offending the head of state and spreading 
false news over remarks targeting President Macky 
Sall, one of his lawyers said. Sheikh Abdou Mbacke 
Bara Dolly is a member of an opposition coalition that 
is allied to another led by the main Senegalese oppo-
nent Ousmane Sonko.  

The member of parliament had made critical remarks 
about Sall during a demonstration by the two coalitions 
on Wednesday in Dakar. Police took him into custody on 
Thursday evening. He “publicly made outrageous 
remarks against the president of the republic”, the jus-
tice minister said in a press release published on Friday. 

The ministry later “gave instructions” for the law-
maker “to be prosecuted”. Mbacke Bara Dolly had 
been “charged with offending the head of state, 
spreading false news (and) remarks contrary to morali-
ty and imprisoned”, Ibrahima Diaw, one of his lawyers 
said. Tension is high in Senegal ahead of legislative 
elections due to take place on July 31. Anti-government 
protests were staged on Wednesday by an opposition 
coalition called Yewwi Askan Wi, in which Sonko is a 
leading figure. The Constitutional Court has banned 
him along with other opposition figures from taking 
part in the elections. —AFP

DAKAR: Mayor of Dakar and Senegalese opponent 
Barthelemy Dias arrives in a car to attend a rally of 
the Senegalese opposit ion at the Place de 
l’Obelisque in Dakar.  —AFP


