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Kuwait thrash Nepal 4-1
Asian Cup qualifiers: Kuwait national team revive hopes

KUWAIT: The Kuwait national football team players celebrate after beating Nepal 4-1 on Saturday in the first group competitions of the Asian Cup qualifiers. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
By Chidi Emmanuel
KUWAIT: The Kuwait national football team beat
Nepal 4-1 on Saturday in the first group competitions of the Asian Cup qualifiers to revive their
hopes. In the match that was held at Sheikh Jaber
Al Ahmad International Stadium, the Kuwait
national team dominated the match in the first and
second half. Kuwait’s Fahd Hammoud scored the
first goal in the 28th minute.
In the second half, Kuwait’s Youssef Nasser
scored in the 48th and 70th minutes while
Mubarak Al-Fenini sealed it in the 73rd minute.
With this victory, the Kuwait team have grabbed
their first three points, while Nepal remained
without any point. Kuwait and Nepal are in the
same group (Group A) while Indonesia and Jordan
played in another match on Saturday.
Reacting to the match, Ahmed Khaled praised
Kuwait’s team for their wonderful performance.
“They played very well today. It was very wonderful. I am proud of our team,” he told Kuwait

Warriors’ Curry
cooks up career
masterpiece
BOSTON: Stephen Curry has built up an extensive
catalog of accolades, honors, scoring records and
personal milestones during his glittering NBA Finals
career. But as the stardust settled on his virtuoso
43-point display on Friday, many were left convinced they’d just witnessed the greatest performance of them all by the Golden State Warriors
superstar.
The 34-year-old shrugged off a sore foot to carry the Warriors to a 107-97 victory on the road
against the Boston Celtics, squaring the best-ofseven series at 2-2 and yanking precious momentum back to Golden State, who host two of the three
remaining games in San Francisco. Klay Thompson,
Curry’s fellow sharpshooting “Splash Brother” who
has shared a court with the Warriors star for most
of his career, had no doubt about where Friday’s
masterpiece deserved to be ranked.
“Probably No. 1,” Thompson said. “This was
nearly a must-win game, and to go out there and
shoot as efficiently as he did, and grab 10 rebounds
and they were attacking him on defense. “His conditioning is second-to-none in this league.” The
Warriors’ Draymond Green was similarly effusive,
hailing Curry’s white-hot competitive nature. “Put
us on his back. Willed us to win. Came out and
showed why he’s one of the best players to ever
play this game and why this organization has been
able to ride him to so much success,” Green said.
“Absolutely incredible.”
Thompson said Curry was “one of the most
resilient, toughest guys I’ve ever played with.” “The

Times with all smiles. Meanwhile, Sheikh Jaber Al
Ahmad International Stadium - a multi-purpose
stadium - was packed with Kuwait fans who were
singing and cheering their team. “We are very
happy. It would have been humiliating if Nepal
won in our country. Although they (Nepal team)
tried their best, Kuwait team played better,” Reem,
a Kuwaiti lady said.
Some of the few Nepali fans expressed their
disappointment. “I was expecting Nepal to beat
Kuwait. I feel it would be easier to beat Kuwait
than Indonesia and Jordan. Actually, Kuwait team
played very well today, they deserved to win,
Nepal expat, Abhinav said. “We still have hope.
We will try and beat Indonesia, for us to qualify. I
would have loved Nepal to beat Kuwait here (in
Kuwait). That would have been better,” another
Nepalese expat Anish Badal told Kuwait Times.
In another development, Nepal’s national coach
Abdullah Al-Shalahi suffered a heart attack during
the match. He was later rushed to Farwaniya
Hospital for medical treatment.

KUWAIT: Paramedics attend to Nepal’s coach Abdullah Al-Shalahi who collapsed during the Asian Cup
qualifiers on Saturday.

way defenses guard him, they are constantly grabbing, and he just continues to play. He don’t make
much of it. He just continues to do what he does. “It
just says a lot about his toughness and his competitive nature and what it truly means to be a winner.”
Curry, the NBA’s all-time leader for three-point
shooting, made 7-of-14 from beyond the arc on
Friday during what was the second 40-point NBA
Finals game of his career.
Warriors coach Steve Kerr, meanwhile, paid tribute to Curry’s physical conditioning. “Just stunning,”
Kerr said afterwards. “The physicality out there is
pretty dramatic. I mean, Boston’s got the best
defense in the league. “Huge and powerful at every
position, and for Steph to take that — that kind of
pressure all game long and still be able to defend at
the other end when they are coming at him ... “I think
this is the strongest physically he’s ever been in his
career, and it’s allowing him to do what he’s doing.”
Stars across the NBA lined up to lavish praise on
Curry on Friday. “Chef is insane!!!,” wrote LeBron
James on Twitter, referring to Curry by his popular
nickname. Philadelphia 76ers star Joel Embiid said
simply: “AMAZING.” Curry meanwhile declined to
comment on where he ranked Friday’s masterclass
in his collection of signature performances. “I don’t
rank my performances,” he said. “Just win the game.
“It means everything knowing the sense of urgency
we had to have tonight to win on the road and keep
some life in the series, get home-court advantage
back and try to create some momentum our way.”
Green, meanwhile, said he could sense Curry
was quietly girding himself for an epic performance in the days since the Warriors’ game three
defeat in Boston on Wednesday. “He wasn’t letting us lose. That’s what it boils down to,” Green
said. “You hear all the noise for a day or so, and I
could tell in his demeanor the last couple of days,
even after game three, that he was going to come
out with that type of fire. “And he did, and we
were all able to follow it.”— AFP

BOSTON: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors drives to the basket against Derrick White #9 and
Al Horford #42 of the Boston Celtics in the first half during Game Four of the 2022 NBA Finals on June 10,
2022. — AFP

