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News in brief

By A Saleh and B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: A technical memo prepared in 
cooperation with specialists from three 
government bodies said dealing with the 
population structure in Kuwait is still 
without clear vision or practical and care-
fully studied measures. It said every sec-
tor makes individual decisions alone, 
which has led to a shortage of labor in 
Kuwait and a rise in wages paid by citi-
zens and residents.  

This issue was placed on the new gov-
ernment’s priority list, especially as the 
current caretaker government is unable to 
take any decision in this regard. The 
memo represents the views of the Public 
Authority of Manpower, Civil Service 
Commission and Kuwait Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.  

Sources who saw the memo said the 
most notable criticism towards the cur-
rent population structure is the abnor-
mal inflation in the numbers of some 

communities, which constitutes a burden 
on the state without any justification 
and poses a security risk. Moreover, the 
majority of these expats are unskilled 
laborers  not  wanted by the market 
because they are marginal and concen-
trated in certain sectors. 

Sources said the majority of these 
expats work in areas they are not regis-
tered at PAM and not for their sponsors, 
demanding an inspection program be 
implemented to punish every expat work-
ing elsewhere than what is recorded in 
their residency permit and levy a hefty 
fine on their employer. Such action may 
control the labor market and lower wages, 
as was the case in Saudi Arabia, which 
was successful. 

The memo recommends a halt in bring-
ing in workers from these countries 
except for specialized and technical labor 
the government and private sectors need, 
which should be under the supervision of 
the Cabinet to prevent the return of visa 

trading. It said completely stopping bring-
ing in labor is a big mistake, as what is 
required is to open new markets and 
reduce workers from countries that have 
large communities in Kuwait. 

Meanwhile, the caretaker government 
will attend an emergency session of the 
National Assembly on Tuesday to debate 
and approve a draft law granting KD 
3,000 to every retired Kuwaiti. But a 
number of opposition MPs said they will 
boycott the session, claiming the draft law 
involves clear constitutional violations. 

The draft law stipulates to pay as a 
grant KD 3,000 to all retired Kuwaitis 
from the Public Institution for Social 
Security, the state establishment that han-
dles payments for pensioners. The cost of 
the grant is estimated at KD 590 million. 
But the bill also stipulates to allow the 
government to withdraw at least KD 500 
million every year from the budget in 
favor of the pension agency to cover  
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Govt mulls curbs on ‘loose 
labor’, nationality quotas

Cabinet to attend session to pass KD 3,000 grant to pensioners

Venezuela president arrives in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro is welcomed by Minister of 
Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah at 
Kuwait International Airport on June 13, 2022. —  AFP 

Gulf Bank, ABK shareholders 
propose joint collaboration
KUWAIT: Major share-
holders in Gulf Bank and 
Ahli Bank of Kuwait 
(Alghanim Trading 
Company and Behbehani 
Investment Company) 
proposed a joint collabo-
ration, whereby both 
entities are maintained 
and one of the entities is 
converted into a sharia 
compliant bank. 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has required 
would-be hajj pilgrims from many Western 
countries to apply for visas via a govern-
ment portal online, a move intended to 
crack down on “fake” travel agencies, offi-
cials told AFP on Monday. The new system 
was put in place as the kingdom prepares 
to welcome 850,000 Muslims from abroad 
for the annual hajj after two years during 
which pilgrims not already in Saudi Arabia 
were barred because of COVID pandemic 
restrictions. 

It applies to the United States, Canada, 
the United Kingdom, Europe and Australia, 
said one of the officials, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity. Previously, pilgrims 
could register via travel agencies that 
organized hajj trips, a system that some-
times led to scams, with “fake agencies” 
making off with victims’ money, a second 
official said. 

Saudi Arabia announced in April it would 
permit one million Muslims from inside and 
outside the country to participate in this 
year’s hajj. State media announced the 
online portal a week ago, and the registra-
tion period ended Monday, the hajj ministry 
said on Twitter. Those who registered will 
be included in a lottery for hajj visas. 

One official who spoke to AFP acknowl-
edged that some Muslims in the affected 
countries may have already tried to register 

via travel agencies, before the online portal 
was announced. He said they would also be 
included in the lottery - which has not been 
scheduled - provided they had booked via 
an agency accredited by the hajj ministry. 

One of the five pillars of Islam, the hajj 
must be undertaken by all Muslims who 
have the means at least once in their lives. 
It consists of a series of religious rites that 
are completed over five days in Islam’s 
holiest city, Makkah, and surrounding 
areas of western Saudi Arabia. It is due to 
begin in early July, and the first batch of 
foreign pilgrims since before the COVID-
19 pandemic arrived from Indonesia just 
over a week ago. 

The pandemic has hugely disrupted 
Muslim pilgrimages, which are usually key 
revenue earners for Saudi Arabia, bringing 
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Eid holiday on July 10-14 
 
KUWAIT: In commemoration of the Day of 
Arafat and Eid Al-Adha, an official holiday will 
begin on Sunday, July 10 and end on Thursday, 
July 14, the Cabinet said on Monday. It added 
public bodies will return to work on Sunday, 
July 17. — KUNA

Indian rupee hits record low 
 
MUMBAI: The Indian rupee plunged to a 
record low against the dollar on Monday. The 
rupee hit 78.2825 per dollar for the first time, 
while the benchmark Sensex Index slid as much 
as 2.1 percent as foreigners took out about $24 
billion from local stocks. — AFP

‘Lightyear’ banned in UAE 
 
DUBAI: Disney’s animated movie “Lightyear” 
has been banned from cinemas in the United 
Arab Emirates, officials said Monday. The film 
was banned for its “violation of the country’s 
media content standards”, the UAE’s Media 
Regulatory Office tweeted. Kuwait is also 
expected to ban the film. — AFP 

This handout image released by the European Space Agency (ESA) on June 
13, 2022 shows four maps of the Milky Way made with new data collected by 
the ESA space probe Gaia. — AFP 

PARIS: The Gaia space probe on 
Monday unveiled its latest discoveries in 
its quest to map the Milky Way in 
unprecedented detail, surveying nearly 
two million stars and revealing mysteri-
ous “starquakes” which sweep across 
the fiery giants like vast tsunamis. The 
mission’s third data set, which was 
released to eagerly waiting astronomers 
around the world at 1000 GMT, “revo-
lutionizes our understanding of the 
galaxy,” the European Space Agency 
(ESA) said. 

But Gaia also sees beyond the Milky 
Way, spotting 2.9 million other galaxies 
as well as 1.9 million quasars - the stun-
ningly bright hearts of galaxies powered 
by supermassive black holes. The Gaia 
spacecraft is nestled in a strategically 
positioned orbit 1.5 million km from 
Earth, where it has been watching the 
skies since it was launched by the ESA 
in 2013. 

The observation of starquakes, mas-
sive vibrations that change the shape of 
the distant stars, was “one of the most 
surprising discoveries coming out of 
the new data”, the ESA said. Gaia was 
not built to observe starquakes but still 
detected the strange phenomenon on 
thousands of stars, including some that 
should not have any - at least accord-
ing to our current understanding of the 
universe. —AFP (See Page 12) 

Space probe 
reveals secrets 
of Milky Way

BAGHDAD: Iraq temporarily closed Baghdad airport 
Monday as choking clouds of dust blanketed the capi-
tal, the latest crippling sandstorm in a country that has 

warned climate change poses an “existential threat”. It 
was the tenth such storm since mid-April to hit Iraq, 
which has been battered by intense droughts, soil 
degradation, high temperatures and low rainfall linked 
to climate change. 

Earlier this month, to mark World Environment Day, 
President Barham Saleh warned that tackling climate 
change “must become a national priority for Iraq as it 
is an existential threat to the future of our generations 
to come”. The sun eventually reappeared on Monday 
afternoon, after a thick white dust had covered 

Baghdad and surrounding areas through the morning, 
with visibility slashed to a few hundred meters. 

Officials at Baghdad airport announced the tempo-
rary suspension of flights, before they were restarted 
at around 10:30 am (0730 GMT). In Najaf, a Shiite 
holy city in central Iraq, the airport briefly suspended 
operations in the morning before reopening a few 
hours later when the dust passed. Airports have been 
forced to suspend flights several times due to sand-
storms in recent weeks. 
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