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KUWAIT: The late Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah issued a decree to establish 
the Martyrs’ Bureau in 1991 to provide support and 
special care for the families of martyrs. The bureau 
is also responsible to document the data of all mar-
tyrs and complete information about the Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait in 1990. 

Manar Al-Fahad, Head of the Honoring 
Department, provided information about the 
bureau’s role and activities related to martyrs. “Our 
department cooperates with various institutions to 
commemorate Kuwait’s martyrs and their sacrifices. 
This includes creating murals with martyrs’ names 
and naming private or public facilities after them. 
Our latest mural was placed at the T4 terminal at 
Kuwait International Airport. We are now also 
preparing to place a monument with the names and 
photos of martyrs at the T2 terminal that is still 
under construction,” she told Kuwait Times.     

“We also have the martyrs’ cultural competition. 
This year we will hold the 18th edition on designing 
a monument that will be placed at the roundabout 
near this building. This competition is for the stu-
dents of the Faculty of Architecture at Kuwait 
University. We are now choosing the best design,” 
added Fahad. 

The bureau is also working on renaming some 
public parks. “As a way of commemorating the mar-
tyrs, we aim to give some parks the name of the 
martyr according to the area where they used to 
live. We just signed a protocol agreement with the 
Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish 
Resources to rename parks after martyrs and place 

a mural with the names and photos of the martyrs of 
that area,” concluded Fahad.  

 
Future generations  

Noura Al-Jasim, Head of the Moral 
Immortalization Department, said this department is 
in charge of commemorating martyrs and spreading 
awareness among future generations on the inva-
sion and the role of the martyrs during the invasion. 
“We collect the stories of the martyrs and Kuwait’s 
resistance and army during the invasion. We have 
already published 15 stories and are now preparing 
number 16. We also produce short stories for kids, 
all encouraging loving the country, sacrifice and 
bravery,” she pointed out.  

The bureau also focuses on children. “We are 
cooperating with schools to paint murals in their 
premises. We emphasize the role of martyrs and 
commemorate them. Also, our museum at the bureau 

welcomes school fieldtrips. Here we show them doc-
umentaries on the martyred heroes and documen-
taries on the services provided by the bureau to the 
martyrs’ families. At the museum, various documen-
taries are shown on the invasion and liberation,” 
Jasim added.  

“During national occasions, we visit schools and 
present lectures and hold competitions about Kuwait 
and the liberation to spread awareness on the role of 
this bureau and commemorate the martyrs. On 
February 25 and 26 every year, we hold a small cul-
tural and entertainment festival for kids. Also, on 
August 2, we hold similar activities to provide infor-
mation on the invasion and the sacrifices of the mar-
tyrs. Now we are preparing for the activity that will 
be held on August 2. We will also refurbish the muse-
um here to be in line with modern technology, and it 
should be ready with the beginning of the new aca-
demic year,” she explained. 

“The bureau welcomes students four days a week, 
with a maximum of two visits per day. Only one class 
can visit at a time so the museum and cinema don’t get 
crowded. We also welcome visitors other than the 
schools of the ministry of education, if we get a 
request directly from the school. We also participate in 
the book fair with various publications,” Jasim stated. 

The Martyrs’ Bureau is currently welcoming visi-
tors only in the mornings. “We are now considering 
opening the museum during the evenings for the 
public and not only groups from schools and delega-
tions. But this needs more staff working here, as there 
should be employees operating the screens showing 
documentaries and giving explanations during the 
tours. This should also be ready by the new academic 
year,” stressed Jasim. 
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In my view

A message to every 
mother and father 

Bureau places murals around 
Kuwait to commemorate martyrs

Spreading awareness among future generations on martyrs’ sacrifice

The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
published statistics about reading in the 

world, including that Americans read around 11 
books a year. But for us Arabs, every 20 of us 
read one book a year, that means that every 
American reads what 220 Arabs read. This infor-
mation and much more has been coming to us 
since decades, and was dealt with by many edu-
cated Arabs since the start of the last century, 
until it became part of the information Arab citi-
zens of all cultural degrees keep and use for 
self-ridicule and masochism. 

Reading is love and training, and those who 
were not trained on reading at a younger age 
rarely succeed in training themselves when they 
become older, so reading is a skill children gain 
to benefit from when they become adults. Fifty 
years ago, Arab children were suffering from a 
high illiteracy rate and difficulty in accessing 
books. Despite this, the reading rate among 
them was much higher that the reading rate 
among the children of today, despite the reduc-
tion of the illiteracy rate, especially in Gulf 
countries, and the ease of getting a book. 

The educated failed during 100 years to con-
vince decision makers to adopt a plan that 
encourages reading by Arab children. Actually, 
when did the educated succeed in convincing 
decision makers in our Arab world about any 
issue?! It became common among decision 
makers to say the educated consult them and 
disagree with them. 

Free reading classes in 90 percent of schools 
have stopped, and 95 percent of libraries in 
Arab schools are abandoned. In foreign schools, 
the situation is worse, because they encourage 
reading, but in foreign languages and Western 
culture, so our children will learn a different cul-
ture. This Arab child grows up and lives among 
us, but actually is a foreign body from whom we 
do not benefit to support our culture. 

The situation is much worse today, as we are 
not satisfied and do not encourage our children 
to read in their language and make them like our 
culture. Rather, we are encouraging them to dis-
able their thinking by encouraging them, with 
ignorance many times, to sit in front of social 
media and television for long hours, and this is 
the new calamity. 

In a scientific study by Michigan University in 
the US and Montreal University in Canada that 
included 1,300 children to gauge academic 
gains and its relation to sitting in front of TV 
screens and similar devices, researchers found a 
link between the number of hours of watching 
screens among children and their poor academ-
ics and learning harmful social rules.  

In a study in a child health magazine about 
the impact of social media on the health of chil-
dren and young people, researchers showed 
major negative effects of social media on mental 
health, particularly in the area of confidence. 
People of the West complain their children sit 
for two hours daily in front of the television and 
social media sites, so they present studies to not 
exceed this period and encourage its reduction. 

Yet, with us, a field study by social consultant 
Taher Al-Nujaidi at the GCC level showed 90 
percent of our children aged 3 to 7 years sit in 
front of the TV and other similar media for 5 to 
6 hours daily. What does this mean? It simply 
means the falling-behind formula, which is: Not 
reading + sitting for hours in front of social 
media and television = backward generation. 

For you fathers and mothers, there was not a 
nation that paid attention to reading like ours, 
and the first word that was revealed in the Holy 
Quran was “Read”. Who does not believe stud-
ies and researchers that warn us about a worri-
some future if we do not care for training our 
children to read? Who does not believe and 
respects what his religion calls for and urges 
reading? 

Encourage your children to read, reduce the 
time they spend in front of social media, rely on 
yourselves and do not wait for a solution from 
our governments, as we waited for a long time 
to change education curricula in order to instill 
the love of reading, but to no avail.

KUWAIT: A monument commemorating Kuwait’s martyrs made by the Martyrs’ 
Bureau. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: The General Secretariat of the Arab 
Federation for the Prevention of Drug Dr Khalid Al-
Saleh said Monday that 35 million addicts around 
the world suffer from drugs use disorders. This 
came during a workshop organized by the General 
Secretariat, entitled “Obstacles and solutions for 
field studies of drugs in the State of Kuwait”, 
attended by a number of experts and specialists 
from Kuwait. In a press statement, Dr Saleh, who 
chaired the workshop, said that “the United Nations 
statistics showed that drug misuse cases increased 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, in which drug 
abuse has spread using social media.” 

In Kuwait, about 75 percent of committed crimes 

are related directly to selling, using or promoting 
drugs, according to statistics issued by the Ministry 
of Interior, Saleh said. The situation is also worrying 
in the Arab countries, which are witnessing a signifi-
cant increase in drug cases and an increase in their 
rate, he added. Saleh stressed on the importance of 
encouraging scientists and researchers in the region 
to collect and analyze data to help find solutions to 
overcome this problem. 

The lack of research centers and specialized sci-
entist in this field, in addition to weakness of grants 
and financial support, are major obstacles to scien-
tific research on drug misuse, he pointed out, 
stressing the need for having administrative institu-
tions to attract research and scientist. “In spite of 
studies carried out by the General Administration 
for Drug Control in the field of reducing drug 
demand, we need more encouragement and finan-
cial support to address the scourge of drugs, which 
has become the biggest obstacle to human and 
societal development,” Saleh explained. —  KUNA

35 million people 
suffer from drug use 
disorders: Dr Saleh

KUWAIT: National Council for Culture, Arts and 
Letters (NCCAL) General Secretary Dr Essa Al-Ansari 
affirmed Monday that the council is observing its duty 
in protecting the archeological sites of Kuwait, denying 
allegations of sites in Failaka being tampered with. This 
came in a press statement in response to social media 
claims about foreign visitors looting sites on Failaka 
Island. Ansari explained that the sites are surrounded 
by a fence, security checkpoints, and are equipped 
with surveillance cameras, adding that as a security 
measure, visitors’ identities are checked prior to entry. 
He also indicated that the Kuwaiti-French and Kuwaiti-
Danish excavating teams are working under the super-
vision of the council in certain sites while other loca-
tions are monitored round the clock with periodic 

reports submitted if necessary. Ansari touched on the 
council’s collaboration with the customs department 
and the ongoing coordination between the two to 
combat artifact smuggling, and maintain security of 
archeological sites. He added that one must seek pre-
cision prior to sharing news, and stated that NCCAL is 
looking forward to working with experts in what 
serves these national treasures and  boosts their his-
torical value.  —  KUNA 
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