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KUWAIT: Vehicles drive on Istiqlal Road in Kuwait City in this file photo. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh
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Diwan releases
statement on World
Day Against Child Labor 
KUWAIT: Dr Siham Al-Furaih, Vice
President of the National Diwan for
Human Rights and Chairman of the
Permanent Committee for Child Rights,
stated on the World Day Against Child
Labor, that it is a phenomenon many
societies suffer from. What proves this
is that the relevant international organ-
izations indicated that there are 218
million working children and many of
them work full time. It is a global fact
that varies in strength from one society
to another. In the past years, it was not
an issue in Kuwait, but with the big
change in the demographics it became a problem that affected
the humanitarian face of Kuwait due to some cases of working
children in car garages in Shuwaikh area and for years we have
been asking to monitor these garages. Today another problem
came to the surface: Children Street vendors for many reasons.
Dr Furaih presented Child Law which the State agreed on in a
legislation number 21 (year 2015). In its fifth chapter, it details
an explanation about taking care of the working child, his age,
working hours, rest hours, protection from dangers and study
hours. In spite of all the laws the children will be denied of their
educational and recreational rights. 

Dr Furaih explained that our activities are not restricted to
international occasions only, but it is extended all year long, for
example the last campaign we arranged last October (Into Safe
and Stable Childhood) about the children street vendors, coop-
erating with the National Society for Child Protection which
sponsored the whole campaign and many representatives were
invited from the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Social Affairs,
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Information, Municipality and
the Public Authority of Manpower. After we collected all the
data and information, we arranged 3 workshops where speakers
explained how to deal with this phenomenon. 

Dr Siham 
Al-Furaih

KUWAIT: State-owned Kuwait Oil Company
(KOC) on Monday cited the movement of tectonic
plates as the trigger of a magnitude 5 earthquake
that struck the country earlier this month, ruling out
that the tremor was man-made. Hydraulic fracturing
to produce oil and gas has often been mentioned as
a possible cause of the quake, said a KOC state-
ment, underlining that such a production method is
seldom linked to seismic activity. 

Citing a preliminary analysis by the company’s
geological experts, it said the vast majority of
tremors in the region, including the one that shook

Kuwait in the wee hours of June 4, occur when tec-
tonic plates rub up against each other. 

In the wake of the tremor, social media was
abuzz with theories over what might have been
behind the earthquake, added the statement, while
the use of hydraulic fracturing has been closely
associated with seismic activity, a notion KOC
moved quick to dispel due to the method’s rare
nature. On June 4, Kuwait’s national seismic net-
work recorded an earthquake measuring 5 on the
Richter scale, with no serious damage or injuries
reported.  —KUNA

Tectonic plate movements
behind Kuwait tremor: KOC

WTO meeting held
amid unprecedented
global events: Kuwait
GENEVA: Kuwaiti Minister of Commerce and
Industry Fahad Mutleg Al-Shuraian said on Monday
that the current ministerial conference of the World
Trade Organization is being held in the shadow of
unprecedented global events and challenges facing
the world trade order. In a statement to KUNA on
margins of the event, due on June 12-15, he affirmed
significance of holding of the convention to deal
with emerging challenges and promoting the WTO
role which plays a crucial role with respect of global
trade systems, supply chains and shoring up the
global economy.

This conference had been scheduled to convene
in Kazakhstan in 2020, however, this was not pos-
sible due to difficulties emanating from the coron-
avirus crisis, he said, noting that it had been
delayed twice for four years earlier in the past

since the last one, held in Argentina in December
2017. The State of Kuwait, since joining the organ-
ization in 1995, has been dedicating particular
concern for boosting the WTO role as a basis of
the multi-party commercial order. Regarding the
agenda, the Kuwaiti official said that it addresses
the organization’s response to epidemics, WTO’s
reforms, issues related to fishing locations, food
security, e-commerce and other topics related to
global development and trade.

Shuraian, since his arrival in Geneva, had taken
part in a series of meetings, two of them with his
GCC and Arab counterparts, a third one with the
WTO director general, in addition to several meet-
ings with delegations’ chairpersons. He chairs the
Kuwaiti delegation that includes the State of Kuwait
Permanent Representative at the UN and
International Organizations in Geneva Ambassador
Jamal Al-Ghunaim, the assistant undersecretary for
the international organizations and external trade
Eid Khalaf Al-Rashidi, officials from the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, the Public
Authority for Industry and the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources.  —KUNA

KRCS launches
campaign to provide
water for workers
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) launched on Monday a project, which aims
to distribute 13,000 packages of cold water to
workers in several sites within the country and will
continue until August 16. The director of Public
Relations and Media at KRCS Khaled Al-Zaid said
that the project at the beginning of its launch, dis-
tributed 2,400 cold water packages to workers in
Al-Mutlaa area, where construction and trans-
portation workers are spread widely. He noted that
the project also aims to alleviate the heat pressure
on people who work in an open area during the
summer season, indicating that the association
provided equipped refrigerated trucks to distrib-
ute cold water in many construction sites. Zaid
added that the society would cover many sites in

the country’s governorates so that the workers in
work sites, construction, road workers, bus sta-
tions and other places can be benefited. He called
on donors in Kuwait to support the association’s
humanitarian and charitable work so that it can
implement many other projects in the future,
pointing out that the donations are made through
the association’s website.  —KUNA


