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In this file photo a helicopter flies past as the full moon rises behind the
Statue of Liberty in New York City.

In this file photo a helicopter flies over Brooklyn, in New York City.

In this file photo a police helicopter flies over the scene where suspi-
cious package was found in Midtown Manhattan in New York City.

A helicopter flies above the city skyline of New York.

Def Leppard: 
We’ll still be
rocking in 2035

Def Leppard have been rocking out
for 45 years and have more than
100 million album sales under

their belts, but they are adamant that no
farewell tours are on the horizon. The
band from Sheffield, England were one
of the biggest players in the big-hair, big-
riffs heyday of 1980s stadium rock. Their
back-to-back albums “Pyromania” and
“Hysteria” both sold more than 10 million
copies in the United States alone-one of
only five rock bands in history to do so.

Now in their sixties, they have cer-
tainly earned their stripes in rock lore:
surviving the loss of their guitarist Steve
Clark to an overdose in the early 1990s,
and drummer Rick Allen carrying on
despite losing an arm in a car accident
in 1984. “We always joked that farewell
tours are a way of saying that your ticket
sales suck. Weʼre very fortunate that we
havenʼt had to do that,” singer Joe Elliott
told AFP.

“The Scorpions have been on a
farewell tour for, like, 14 years, Cherʼs
been on one for about 20... Sinatra did
five of them,” he said with a laugh. “But
weʼve never taken any time off-if we were
off the road, we were making an album.”
The jovial singer, still rocking the long hair
and sporting a pair of blue-tinted sun-
glasses, knows it canʼt last forever.

But he sees no reason the bandʼs jour-
ney canʼt “stretch until 2035 when weʼre
the same age as The Rolling Stones are

now.” Def Leppard are back on the road
this summer with fellow rock veterans
Motley Crue, Poison and Joan Jett. They
have also just released 12th studio album
“Diamond Star Halos”-their first in seven
years-which they pieced together during
the pandemic despite the five members
being spread across England, Ireland
and the US.

Roots 
The new songs see the band try to

step away from the “albatross” of
Hysteria, said Elliot, experimenting with
piano, flamenco guitar and glam rock.
“Weʼre back to the roots of what got us
into music, not back to ourselves,”
Elliott said.

“On this record we were coming up
with ideas that sounded like Bowie or
Elton John, or Queen and Zeppelin. All
the things that we listened to growing up
are leaking in, which it always has, but

we didnʼt block it this time.” Elliott says
the pandemic-which forced them to put
their songs together remotely-was a gift.

“When you put four or five alpha males
in one room with new songs it becomes a
little competitive. This was psychological-
ly completely different. “The pandemic
opened our minds. We thought: ʻWeʼve
got this time, letʼs do something creative

and put no blocks on anything.ʼ”
The band had no record deal when

they began the project (it was ultimately
released by Universal) and found that
open-ended process liberating. “For a
band that made Hysteria 35 years ago,
this is a fantastic statement. Any fans
that bought that album-the ones that
arenʼt dead! — are ready for the next
stage of the journey. “We want to be
able to expand our horizons. Nothing is
off the table, everything is invited into
the party.”— AFP

Ramsay Hunt syndrome (RHS),
which has forced singer Justin
Bieber to cancel his world tour, is a

rare and painful complication of the virus
that causes shingles and chickenpox.

What it is 
RHS was discovered in 1907 by the

neurologist of the same name. It is a rare
neurological disorder that can inflame
and then paralyze the facial nerve and
cause a painful rash around the ear or
mouth.

Symptoms 
Symptoms vary from person to person

but can cause severe discomfort or pain.
Most sufferers become paralyzed on one
side of the face and develop an ear rash,
according to the US National
Organization for Rare Disorders
(NORD). The affected facial muscles
may become weak or feel stiff, prevent-
ing the sufferer from smiling, frowning or
shutting the eye on their paralyzed side.

In certain cases, their speech may
become slurred. In many instances, a
reddish, painful blistering rash appears
on the outer ear and external ear canal.
“Itʼs often diagnosed because of this ear
rash,” French infectious disease special-
ist, Benjamin Davido, told AFP.
Sometimes the blisters spread to the
mouth, soft palate and upper throat and
ear pain spreads to the neck. Other pos-
sible symptoms include ringing in the
ears (tinnitus), earache, hearing loss or
hyperacusis-where sounds appear much
louder than normal-nausea and vertigo.

Causes 
RHS is caused by the varicella zoster

virus, which also causes chickenpox in
children and shingles in adults. The virus
can remain dormant for decades in a
person who has had chickenpox as a
child. When it is reactivated, the carrier
develops shingles and in some cases
RHS. It is unclear why the virus reacti-
vates and affects the facial nerve.

Frequency 
RHS affects men and women in equal

measure. Around five people in every
100,000 develop the syndrome in the
United States every year, according to one
estimate cited by NORD. However, some
researchers believe cases go undiag-
nosed or are misdiagnosed, making it diffi-
cult to determine the disorderʼs true fre-
quency in the general population.—AFP

In this file photo Canadian singer Justin Bieber
arrives for the 2021 Met Gala at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York. — AFP 

After a period of blissful silence
overhead due to the Covid-19
pandemic, New Yorkers are deal-

ing again with a familiar problem: noisy
helicopters. “With the bigger helicopters,
my apartment vibrates,” said Melissa
Elstein, who campaigns to ban non-
essential chopper flights. “They pollute
our air, creating noise pollution which has
negative health impacts,” the 56-year-old
told AFP. New York regularly hums with
the whirr of helicopters circling the skies
as tourists eye the city from above during
short, pricey, sightseeing tours.

They also transport wealthy residents
keen to avoid traffic jams on their way to
holiday homes by the beach in the plush
Hamptons. Elstein is far from the only
New Yorker unhappy at the near-con-
stant din caused by the tens of thou-
sands of flights every year. Last year, the
city received 25,821 calls to its hotline
complaining about helicopter noise, an
increase from 10,359 in 2020. The vast
majority of complaints — 21,620 — came
from Manhattan. Some respite may be in
the offing.

Earlier this month, the New York state
legislature approved a bill that could see
companies fined $10,000 a day for gen-
erating “unreasonable” noise levels. If
Governor Kathy Hochul signs it into law,
it would be the first piece of state legisla-
tion to tackle noise pollution from the hel-
icopters. Senator Brad Hoylman, who
sponsored the bill, said that “many New
Yorkers can no longer work from home
comfortably, enjoy a walk along the
waterfront, or keep a napping child
asleep because of the incessant noise
and vibrations from non-essential heli-
copter use.”

He noted that one helicopter produces
43 times more carbon dioxide per hour
than an average car. “Helicopter noise is
not just annoying, itʼs detrimental to our
health and our environment,” Hoylman
said in a statement. For Andy Rosenthal-
president of Stop the Chop, an organiza-
tion of volunteers seeking to ban non-
essential helicopter flights-the legislation
does not go far enough. “Itʼs a good first
step. (But) it is not what we had hoped
for. The fight continues,” he said.

ʻBackground noiseʼ 
New York City has three active heli-

ports: two in Midtown on the Hudson and
East rivers, used for corporate and char-
tered flights, and another near Wall

Street in lower Manhattan, from which
tourist flights depart. A 15-20-minute aeri-
al view of New York costs a minimum of
about $200 per tourist. Amid complaints,
the administration of then-mayor Bill de

Blasio agreed with the industry to reduce
the number of tourist flights per year from
60,000 to 30,000, starting in 2017.

They also restricted tourist rides
departing New York City to airspace over
the rivers surrounding Manhattan, ban-
ning them from soaring above land.
Sightseeing helicopters taking off from
New Jersey are allowed to fly above
Manhattan though, including Central
Park. Commuter flights leaving New York
City are also permitted to fly directly over
buildings.

“This is an industry that doesnʼt have
to exist, shouldnʼt exist. (Just) for the
convenience of the very few,” said
Elstein. Some residents, though, have
become used to the sound and accept it
as a fact of living in Americaʼs bustling
financial, cultural and tourism capital. “Itʼs
a background noise,” said Mark
Roberge, who lives near the heliport at
the southern tip of Manhattan. “It seems
to be part of the experience.”— AFP

In this file photo a helicopter flies past the Statue of Liberty as the sun sets in New York City.

In this file photo
a helicopter flies
past as the full
moon rises
behind the Statue
of Liberty in New
York City.


