
Kuwait National
Disabled Athletics
team shines
By Abdelllatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Disabled Athletics team
returned home Sunday after participating in France
International Championship - one of the Disabled
Athletics Grand Prix events - with seven various
medals. Runner Faisal Al-Rajihi won three gold and one
silver medals, while his teammate Faisal Surour won the
silver medal in shot put event. Abdallah Al-Enezi won
silver and bronze medals in wheelchairs running.

Chairman of the Paralympic Athletics Committee
Mansour Al-Sarheed lauded the disabled team’s
achievement in the international championship. The
team has four players and won seven medals while
competing with the best athletics players in the world.
Al-Sarheed dedicated the victory to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Kuwaitis. 
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PARIS: Daniil Medvedev returned to the top of the
ATP rankings on Monday, ahead of Alexander Zverev,
with Novak Djokovic slipping out of the top two for
the first time in nearly four years. The 26-year-old
Russian, who was surprisingly beaten by Tim van
Rijthoven in the final at ‘s-Hertogenbosch on Sunday,
briefly occupied the number one spot for two weeks at
the end of February and the beginning of March. But
with Djokovic losing in the quarter-finals at the French
Open, where he was defending champion, the door
opened for Medvedev to rise again to top spot.

Medvedev is unable to compete at Wimbledon as
Russian and Belarusian players have been barred fol-
lowing the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Rankings
points, however, will not be awarded. Zverev climbs to
number two for the first time having spent a total of 56
weeks since November 2017 at number three. The
German, however, is facing a spell on the sidelines
after tearing ligaments in his right ankle during his
French Open semi-final with Nadal.

Djokovic’s grip on the number one ranking had
already been weakened by his exclusion earlier in the
year, because of COVID regulations, from the
Australian Open where he was also the defending
champion. It is the first time since October 2018 that
Djokovic is not in the top two. Rafael Nadal, who beat
the Serb at Roland Garros and went on to take the title
for the 14th time, stays at number four, now only 245
points behind his great rival.

Casper Ruud, who was overwhelmed by Nadal in
the Paris final, reached his best career ranking of fifth
in the world, up one place ahead of Stefanos Tsitsipas.
Former world number one Andy Murray climbed 21
places to 48 following his journey to the final in
Stuttgart at the weekend while Medvedev’s conqueror
Van Rijthoven jumped 99 places from 205 to 106. ATP
rankings as of June 13, 2022 (players representing

Russia and Belarus are banned from competing under
the name or flag of Russia or Belarus until further
notice). 

Swiatek dominates 
In another development, French Open champion Iga

Swiatek remains firmly at the head of the new WTA
rankings released on Monday, over 4000 points ahead
of number two Anett Kontaveit. The 21-year-old Pole
has held the top spot since the surprise retirement of

Australian Ashleigh Barty at the end of March.
The only change in the Top 20 sees Belarusian

Aryna Sabalenka, beaten in Sunday’s final at ‘s-
Hertogenbosch by the Russian Ekaterina Alexandrova,
take fifth place from Maria Sakkari. Neither Sabalenka
nor Alexandrova will be at Wimbledon, the third Grand
Slam event of the year, as Russian and Belarusian play-
ers have been barred from competing following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. No WTA rankings points,
however, will be awarded for the event.— AFP

Djokovic slips to third as 
Medvedev tops rankings

PARIS: Poland’s Iga Swiatek poses with the Suzanne-Lenglen trophy during a photocall at the Pont de Bir-Hakeim
in Paris after winning the 2022 Roland-Garros Open tennis tournament. — AFP 

Newgarden 
wins the IndyCar
Grand Prix
LOS ANGELES: Josef Newgarden grabbed his
third victory of the IndyCar season on Sunday, his
victory at Road America bringing the Penske driv-
er part of a $1 million bonus as the first to win on
all three types of courses this year. Newgarden
had already won on the Texas Motor Speedway
oval and the Long Beach temporary street circuit
before his win on the four-mile, 14-turn Road
America layout in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin.

Newgarden and the Penske team will share
$500,000 of the bonus while another $500,000
will go to two charities in the driver’s native
Nashville. The victory also helped expunge the
bitter memory of last year’s race at Road America,
which Newgarden dominated only to come
unstuck after a late-race caution bunched the
field behind him with two laps remaining. On the
restart, gearbox issues struck and he was unable
to get up to speed, finally settling for a 21st-place
finish instead of a victory.

This time, Newgarden held off charges from
Alexander Rossi and Marcus Ericsson and was in
front of them at the restart after Pato O’Ward’s
engine blew with eight laps to go. “You’ve got to
be on your toes at all times (in this series),”
Newgarden said. “You can go in with a plan, but
you probably have to change your plan 90% of
the time once the race starts to unfold. “To be
able to hit all these disciplines with this team, for
me it’s the best series in the world.” Sweden’s
Indianapolis 500 winner Ericsson finished second
for Chip Ganassi, 3.3710sec behind Newgarden.

Rossi, who started from pole, finished third, his
second straight podium finish this month continu-
ing a surge that has seen him nab five top-10 fin-
ishes in his last six starts. Rossi was one of three
Andretti Autosport drivers in the top five.
Teammate Romain Grosjean of France was fourth
ahead of Andretti’s Colton Herta. Ericsson’s run-
ner-up finish was enough to move him to the top
of the season standings, 27 points in front of the
man he supplanted, Australian Will Power.— AFP

By Abdelllatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The 38th Gulf Handball Cup Winners
Championship ended on Sunday with Bahrain’s Najma
team beating Saudi Arabia’s Mudhar 39-24 in the final
match. Director General of Public Authority for Sport
Dr Humoud Fulaiteh, Deputy Chairman of the
International Handball Association, Treasurer of Asian
Association Bader Al-Thiyab, Kuwait Club Chairman

Khalid Al-Ghanim, and heads of participating delega-
tions were present at the finals.

This is the sixth title for Najma. Bahrain’s Al-Ahli
grabbed eight titles; Saudi Arabia’s Ahli (seven);
Bahrain’s Najma (six); Kuwait’s Salmiya (four); Qatar’s
Sadd (three); Qatar’s Rayyan (two); Khaitan,
Sulaibkhat, UAE’s Ain, Iraq’s Jaish, Saudi Arabia’s
Nour, Qatar’s Ahli and Gharrafah and UAE’s Ahli won
title each. 

Chairman of Kuwait Sports Club Khalid Al-Ghanim
thanked all participants in the Gulf Handball
Championship who had a major role in making the
event a success. Al-Ghanim said Bahrain’s Najma
deserved the title and congratulated them. Chairman of
the organization committee Bader Al-Osaimi lauded
the role of the sub-committee before and during the
tournament which added to the success and excellent
organization of the championship. 

Gulf Handball Cup: Najma beat Mudhar 

Faisal Al-Rajihi with Mansour Al-Sarheed 

Allen upsets
Holloway in 
blistering hurdles 
NEW YORK: Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Devon
Allen scorched to the third fastest 110m hurdles time in
history on Sunday with an upset victory over world
champion Grant Holloway at the USATF New York
Grand Prix. The 27-year-old Allen, who signed with the
Eagles in April after a successful career in college grid-
iron, produced a flawless race to surge home in a
world-leading time of 12.84sec at New York’s Icahn
Stadium.

Holloway, the 2019 World Championships gold
medallist, was second in 13.06 with Daniel Roberts third
in 13.17. Allen’s performance was made all the more
remarkable given that he has recently been juggling
both track and field commitments with off-season train-
ing with his Philadelphia Eagles team-mates.

Allen said he had thought a fast time was on the
cards after recent results in training. Only two men-
Holloway (12.81) and world record holder Aries Merritt
(12.80) - have gone faster over the distance.

“It’s been there,” Allen said of his time. “We’ve been

doing it in training for probably the last six weeks. We
just need some fresh legs. “I’ve been doing OTAs (orga-
nized team activities) in Philly having fun with the boys
playing football. “But now I’m back in track mode for
the next couple of weeks. Really the biggest thing is
feeling fresh and now running fast, I’m really excited.”

Allen, a finalist at the 2016 Olympics and pandemic-

delayed Tokyo Games, plans to race in Europe before
returning to the US for the World Championship trials in
Eugene, Oregon, at the end of this month. Allen’s per-
formance was the highlight of Sunday’s meeting in New
York. In other events, reigning US 100m champion
Sha’Carri Richardson had a mixed day. The flamboyant
sprinter, competing in a striking fishnet bodysuit, was
beaten in her preferred event, the 100m, finishing sec-
ond behind Aleia Hobbs.

Hobbs took the tape in 10.83sec, with Richardson
just behind in 10.85. Olympic finalist Teahna Daniels
was third in 10.99. However Richardson bounced back
later Sunday to win the 200m in 22.38sec ahead of
Tamara Clark (22.62) and the Bahamas’ Tynia Gaither
22.66. Richardson’s winning time was well behind this
year’s world leading 200m mark of 21.80 set by Abby
Steiner at the NCAA collegiate championships in
Eugene on Saturday.

In the men’s 100, world champion Christian
Coleman’s preparations in his comeback season follow-
ing an anti-doping suspension continued with an
encouraging victory. Coleman swept to the line in
9.92sec, his fastest time of the year, with Jamaica’s
Ackeem Blake second in 9.95. There was another brisk
time in the 200m, where 2019 world champion Noah
Lyles clocked his fastest time of 2022 to win in 19.61sec.
Kyree King was second in 20.02 with Brandon Carnes
third in 20.07.— AFP

NEW YORK: Grant Holloway of the USA competes
against Devon Allen in the Men’s 110m hurdle and
coming in second during the New York Grand Prix at
Icahn Stadium on June 12, 2022.— AFP 


