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Former British, Irish 
Lions, Wales captain 
Bennett dies at 73
CARDIFF: Former British and Irish Lions
and Wales rugby captain Phil Bennett has
died aged 73, it was announced on Sunday,
as tributes poured in for a fly-half whose
“magic” brought “spectators out of their
seats.” Bennett featured 29 t imes for his
country, winning the Five Nations outright
on three occasions and started eight Tests
for the Lions against South Africa and New
Zealand.

“It is with the deepest sadness that we
announce the passing of club legend, former
captain and Scarlets President Phil Bennett,”
the Welsh club said. “Phil passed away peace-
fully at his home on Sunday evening surround-
ed by his close family. “Our thoughts are with
Phil’s wife Pat, sons Steven and James, family
and friends at this incredibly sad time.”

Bennett was best known for his creative
attacking skill and is remembered for a rousing
pre-match speech made to his Wales team-
mates before 1977’s Five Nations win over
England at Twickenham. His Test debut made the
history books as he was rugby’s first replace-
ment, substituting the injured Gerald Davies at
centre for his international bow as a 20-year-old
in the 1969 defeat to France in Paris.

“He was to rugby what Botham was to
cricket, Cruyff to football and Nastase to ten-
nis,” Bennett’s captain on the Lions’ 1974 tour
Willie John McBride told the Scarlets website.
“He had a certain magic, an undefinable quali-
ty. He had the audacity to attempt the unusual
and to lift spectators out of their seats,” the
ex-Ireland lock added. Bennett led the Lions
on the 1977 tour to face the All Blacks follow-
ing Mervyn Davies’ injury but the travelling
side lost the series 3-1. At club level his great-
est result came in Llanelli’s 9-3 victory over
the touring All Blacks in 1972.

After retiring from all forms of the game in
1981 he became an after-dinner speaker, was a
pundit for television and radio and was named
president  of  Llanel l i  and the Scar lets .
“Brought a tear to my eye,” ex-Scarlets and
Wales prop Rob Evans posted on Twitter.
“Not only one of the greatest on the pitch but
one the most supportive and genuine blokes
I’ve ever met in the rugby world. “Rest easy
up there Benny,” he added.

A tribute also came from former Scotland
scrum-half Andy Nicol. “So sad. Benny was
some player and some man,” Nicol said on
Twitter. “So generous with his time and a bril-
liant storyteller. Thoughts with his family,” he
added. In 2005, Bennett was admitted into
World Rugby’s Hall of Fame, joining his former
half-back partner Gareth Edwards, who had
been inducted eight years earlier. —AFP

HALMSTAD: Sweden’s Linn Grant made history on
Sunday when she became the first female winner of
a European men’s tour event with a nine-shot tri-
umph at the Scandinavian Mixed. The tournament,
featuring men from the DP World Tour circuit and
women from the Ladies European Tour (LET) all
playing the same course, saw the 22-year-old Swede
claim her third title in just six starts this season.

“I just hope that people recognize women’s golf,
more sponsors go to the LET and hopefully this
pumps up the women’s game a little bit more,” she
said. Grant did not put a foot wrong at Halmstad

Golf Club, stretching her overnight lead from two
shots to seven with five birdies in the first six holes.
She kept her card clean with three successive pars
despite pouring rain before making another birdie
on the tenth.

Grant picked up further shots at the 11th and 14th
to get to 24 under par and win by the biggest mar-
gin on the DP World Tour - the rebranded
European Tour - so far this season. “It’s huge. Just
playing at home and having the crowds here, my
family by my side, boyfriend on the bag - it’s crazy
and I’m proud of myself,” Grant told

europeantour.com. “Pontus (Grant’s caddie and
boyfriend) has been amazing, keeping me calm and
doing everything right. The crowds are, like always,
amazing. Swedish crowds!”

When asked if she particularly wanted to beat
the men this week, Grant said: “For sure - the most
important thing! “It’s a nice feeling. All week I just
felt like it’s the girls against the guys and whoever
picks up that trophy represents the field.” Henrik
Stenson, the 2016 British Open champion, finished
in a tie for second on 15 under alongside Marc
Warren.

Tournament co-host Annika Sorenstam hailed
Grant, who was born in Helsingsborg where her
grandfather settled after leaving Scotland. “What a
performance. I’m so excited and so happy for Linn,”
10-time women’s major champion Sorenstam told
Sky Sports. “She has played very well, running away
from the field, but it has been nice to see her play
really solid golf. This golf course is not as she has
made it seem. “This shows that we can play against
each other in a fair competition. I hope we can use
this and people see the quality of women’s golf -
Linn couldn’t prove it any other way.” —AFP

22-year-old Swede claims her third title

Grant ‘makes history’ as first 
female winner on men’s tour

Transfer to Man
City a ‘great
move’: Haaland
MANCHESTER: Erling Haaland said
his transfer to Manchester City from
Borussia Dortmund is a “great move”
for his career as the Norwegian aims
to fire the Premier League champions
to more silverware. City announced
last month they had beaten off compe-
tition from Europe’s top clubs to agree
a deal with the German giants after
triggering Haaland’s reported £51 mil-
lion ($63 million) release clause.

The 21-year-old’s move was offi-
cially completed on Monday with
Haaland penning a five-year contract
to follow in the footsteps of his father
Alfie Inge Haaland, who played for
City between 2000 and 2003. “This is
a proud day for me and my family. I
have always watched City and have
loved doing so in recent seasons,” said
Haaland. “I want to score goals, win
trophies, and improve as a footballer
and I am confident I can do that here.
This is a great move for me, and I can’t
wait to get started in pre-season.”

The arrival of one of world foot-

ball’s biggest talents end City’s search
for a specialist striker to succeed
Sergio Aguero, who left the club last
year. City’s attempt to sign England
captain Harry Kane from Tottenham
fell short last summer, but Pep
Guardiola’s men still had enough to
pip Liverpool by a point to win a
fourth Premier League title in five
seasons.

However, the English champions
again failed in their bid to win the
Champions League for the first time,
losing a dramatic semi-final to Real
Madrid 6-5 on aggregate. Haaland
has scored 23 goals in 19 Champions
League appearances for Dortmund
and RB Salzburg and will be expect-
ed to get City over the line when it
matters most in Europe. “There are so
many world-class players in this
squad and Pep is one of the greatest
managers of all time, so I believe I am
in the right place to fulfil my ambi-
tions,” he added.

“You can’t help but admire their
style of play, it’s exciting and they
create a lot of chances, which is per-
fect for a player like me.” Haaland
had almost his pick of Europe’s top
clubs thanks to a buyout clause
below his market value and a stun-
ning record of 86 goals in 89 games

for Dortmund. He rejected
Manchester United’s advances when
moving from Salzburg to Dortmund
in January 2020 and his decision to
choose the Etihad as his destination
is a coup for City’s rising status.

“His rise has been remarkable, but
he is still only 21. His best years are
ahead of him, and we are confident
he can get even better working with

Pep,” said City’s director of football
Txiki Begiristain. “He is a huge talent
and has been one of the best strikers
in Europe over the last few seasons.
“His goalscoring record is excep-
tional and his performances at
Borussia Dortmund and in the
Champions League in particular
have proved he can succeed at the
highest level.” —AFP

OSLO: Norway’s forward Erling Braut Haaland celebrates scoring the open-
ing goal with his teammates during the UEFA Nations League football
match Norway v Sweden on June 12, 2022.  —AFP

PARIS: Samoa centre UJ Seuteni
scored a try and set-up another to
send Bordeaux-Begles into next week-
end’s French Top 14 semi-finals after
Sunday’s 36-16 home play-off win over
Racing 92. Seuteni’s key interventions
came in the second-half as he crossed
for his joint-leading 11th league try of
the season before he assisted Romain
Buros. Bordeaux-Begles wil l  face
Montpellier in next Sunday’s last four,
24 hours after regular season table-
toppers Castres play local  r ivals
Toulouse, with both games in Nice.

After last weekend’s defeat at
Perpignan, which denied their auto-
matic place in the semi-finals,
Bordeaux-Begles’ outspoken head
coach Christophe Urios slammed many
of his main players including France
pair Matthieu Jalibert and Cameron
Woki. “It was really tense in the week,
the leaders stepped up and the best
response we could give was what we
did tonight,” f ly-half  Jal ibert told
Canal+. “You saw the quotes from our
manager in the press, I just wanted to
say we don’t play for Christophe, we’re
on a mission for the players,” he added.
Urios, who joined Bordeaux-Begles

from Castres a year after taking them
to the Top 14, then responded.

“It wasn’t easy, as I took a risk, I
did from my heart, we had to wake up,
to revolt,” he told Canal+. “When you
have great players, they have to play
well, that’s how you win titles. “The
players and leaders put their hands up
today, it’s their success, not ours (the
coaches) ,”  he added. At Stade
Chaban-Delmas, the scores were level
after 20 minutes as the hosts’ France
scrum-half Maxime Lucu and Racing’s
youngster Nolann Le Garrec traded
penalt ies after kick-off  had been
delayed for a little under a quarter of
an hour due to an issue with the refer-
ee’s microphone.

Woki’s Urios celebration
The Parisians, 2016 champions, led

10-8 at the break as Max Spring’s try,
converted by 20-year-old Le Garrec,
came in response to Argentina winger
Santiago Cordero’s effort for Urios’
side. Le Garrec kicked another penalty
to make it 13-8 on 43 minutes before
the home side took firm hold of the
fixture with three tries in the space of
11 minutes. Seuteni, 28, scored after a

Yoram Moefana break, then provided
the final touch for Buros. Les Bleus
back-rower Cameron Woki then gal-
loped over and celebrated with a fin-
ger over his mouth appearing to qui-
eten Urios’ criticism, with a little over a
quarter of the game to play.

Bordeaux-Begles comfortably led
29-16 and with the 30,000-strong
Chaban-Delmas crowd delirious for-
mer New Zealand Sevens winger Ben

Lam made sure of their place in the
semi with a 79th effort. Earlier, France
full-back Melvyn Jaminet scored 26
points to keep Perpignan in the Top 14
as the Catalans beat second-tier
Mont-de-Marsan 41-16 in a play-off.
Jaminet’s club became the first top-
flight side to win the fixture since it
was introduced in 2018 before the Test
goal-kicker joins French champions
Toulouse next season. —AFP

BORDEAUX: Bordeaux’s Fidjian centre Ulupano Seuteni (center) scores a try dur-
ing the French Top 14 playoff match between Bordeaux and Racing 92 at Stade
Chaban-Delmas on June 12, 2022.  —AFP

Seuteni guides Bordeaux 
to Top 14 semis

Curry genius echoes 
Federer, Warriors 
coach says
SAN FRANCISCO: Golden State Warriors coach Steve
Kerr says Stephen Curry’s approach to basketball
reminds him of tennis great Roger Federer. Curry wrote
another gilded chapter to his glittering career on Friday,
delivering a breathtaking 43-point display to haul the
Warriors back into NBA Finals contention with a
series-leveling victory over the Boston Celtics. It was
the sort of iconic performance that will go down in NBA
history, a dazzling reminder of why Curry is regarded as
one of the greatest players of all time. For Kerr, Curry’s
latest masterpiece brought back memories of an
encounter between the Warriors and 20-time grand
slam champion Federer in Shanghai five years ago. “We
actually met Federer a few years ago in China when we
played in Shanghai. He came and spoke to our locker
room, and Draymond (Green) asked him, he said, ‘How
have you been doing this for 20 years?’,” Kerr recalled
on Sunday.

“And his answer was just simple, yet profound. He
said, ‘I love my daily ritual.’ He said, ‘I get up, make my
kids breakfast, drop them off at school, go train and I’ve
figured out the right training methods to keep me in the
best position at my age. I love competing.’ He said, ‘But
every single day, I put my head on the pillow at the end
of the day and think, man, what a great day.’ “So I think
of Steph a lot when I think of that story from Roger
Federer. Very, very similar just sort of zest for life and
just joy for the process.” —AFP

Jordan vs Kuwait preview

KUWAIT: Jordan will be aiming to make it three wins from three in the
2023 AFC Asia Cup qualifiers when they visit the Jaber Al-Ahmad
International Stadium to face Kuwait on Tuesday. The hosts, on the other
hand, will be desperate to get one over the chivalrous, having failed to win
any of the last six meetings between the sides since 2014.


