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DOHA: Football’s rules body on Monday said that five 
substitutes would be permanently introduced for all top 
games and that a 3D offside detector is closer to being 
introduced for this year’s World Cup. FIFA president 
Gianni Infantino said the substitute change, which was 
started in 2020 because of the coronavirus pandemic, 
followed “strong support from the entire football com-
munity”. 

He said after the annual meeting of the International 
Football Associations Board that experts would decide 
on whether “semi-automatic offside” detection would 
be used for the World Cup that starts November 21. 
FIFA’s referees chief Pierluigi Collina said he was “con-
fident” that the system would be introduced in time for 
the 32-nation tournament. 

Tests were started to speed up decision making and 
reduce the scope for controversy in making offside 
calls at top games. The system monitors 29 data points 

on the limbs of players to create a skeletal, three-
dimensional model that is reviewed pitchside by the 
referee. English Football Association chief executive 
Mark Bullingham said that more than eight million data 
position points are recorded each match. The system 
has already been tried at the FIFA Arab Cup last year 
in Doha and the Club World Cup in February. 

“We are very satisfied so far and our experts are 
looking into it before deciding whether it will be intro-
duced for the World Cup,” Infantino told a press con-
ference. It is officially known as “semi-automatic” as it 
will still be the referee that makes a final decision on an 
offside ruling. FIFA is also looking into introducing a 
Video Assistant Referee ‘light’ with fewer cameras to a 
wider number of competitions. VAR is currently only 
used at international tournaments and major national 
championships. 

Tests on the less-tech heavy, cheaper system have 
already been held at 100 matches in Europe and will 
now be extended. As well as making the five substi-
tutes permanent, IFAB said that teams can now name 
15 substitutes on a team sheet instead of 12. IFAB said 
that trials with body cameras on referees may be start-
ed in a bid to counter a growing number of attacks on 

match officials. “Lack of respect for referees and their 
safety were identified as global problems,” said an 
IFAB statement. 

“The members agreed to establish initiatives to 
tackle these issues including potential trials with body 
cameras worn by referees in adult grassroots football.” 
The English FA has particularly pressed for experi-
ments to start. IFAB-made up of the game’s founding 
national associations from England, Scotland, Wales 
and Ireland with FIFA-also ordered more trials on the 
use of concussion substitutes. Growing concern has 
been raised about the impact of head injuries on play-
ers-with many suffering from dementia and Parkinson’s 
disease in later. 

Some 140 national championships and competi-
tions are taking part in current trials and the board 
said these would continue until August 2023. “The 
members agreed that trials should continue to focus 
on permanently removing any player with actual or 
possible concussion to ensure this player does not 
continue taking part in the match,” said the state-
ment. “It was agreed that further education is need-
ed to ensure that trial protocols are applied cor-
rectly.” —AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait players celebrate with the 2022 AFC Futsal Asian Cup after beating Saudi Arabia 5-3 at Al-Naser SC court on June 13, 2022. 

US judge dismisses  
rape suit against  
Cristiano Ronaldo 

 
LOS ANGELES: A US district judge has dismissed a 
rape lawsuit against football superstar Cristiano 
Ronaldo, castigating the legal team behind the com-
plaint. Judge Jennifer Dorsey threw out the case 
brought by Kathryn Mayorga, a former model and 
teacher, who alleged she was assaulted by the 
Portuguese soccer star in a Las Vegas hotel room in 
2009. The 37-year-old Manchester United player has 
always denied the allegations and maintained that the 
relationship with Mayorga was completely consensual. 

In a 42-page ruling released Friday, the judge 
accused Mayorga’s attorneys of “abuses and flagrant 
circumvention of the proper litigation process” and 
said that as a result, “Mayorga loses her opportunity 
to pursue this case.” Her attorneys had actually 
moved to dismiss the case voluntarily last month, US 
media said, but Dorsey decided that their repeated 
use of illicitly obtained confidential documents meant 
the case had to be dismissed “with prejudice”-mean-
ing it cannot be revived. 

“Nothing less than a with-prejudice dismissal will 
purge the taint that has permeated this case from its 
very inception and preserve the integrity of the liti-
gation process,” Dorsey wrote. A criminal case based 
on the rape allegation against the Manchester United 
forward was dropped in 2019, with a district attorney 
saying it “cannot be proven beyond a reasonable 
doubt” that a sexual assault occurred. 

But Mayorga, who waived her right to anonymity, 
also took up a civil action seeking millions in dam-
ages. She filed a complaint in 2018 alleging she was 

sexually assaulted by Ronaldo, who strongly denied 
the accusations. Mayorga said that while she had 
agreed to a financial settlement with Ronaldo shortly 
after the alleged incident-reportedly for $375,000 - 
her emotional trauma at the time did not allow her to 
participate in the mediation process. 

But in trying to revive the case, Dorsey found, 
Mayorga’s lawyer Leslie Stovall made repeated use of 
“cyber-hacked attorney-client privileged docu-
ments.” Those documents included “internal emails 
between Ronaldo’s lawyers discussing settlement 
strategies and potential liability” and were “embla-

zoned with notices that their contents contain attor-
ney-client communications,” the judge wrote. 

Stovall’s use of the documents was “bad faith,” the 
judge ruled, “and simply disqualifying Stovall will not 
cure the prejudice to Ronaldo, because the misap-
propriated documents and their confidential contents 
have been woven into the very fabric of Mayorga’s 
claims.” Ronaldo is one of the biggest stars of world 
football and is a five-time winner of the Ballon d’Or 
award for the world’s best player. He told Portuguese 
television in 2019 that the allegations had led to “the 
most difficult year” he had known. —AFP

Henderson wins  
ShopRite Classic  

 
NEW YORK: Brooke Henderson eagled the first playoff 
hole to win the ShopRite LPGA Classic on Sunday as 
Lindsey Weaver-Wright remained in search of a first 
career title. Canada’s Henderson, who captured her 11th 
LPGA title, charged to the top of the leaderboard with a 
seven-under-par 64 at Seaview Hotel and Golf Club in 
Galloway, New Jersey. She got off to a quick start with 
three birdies in the first six holes before an eagle at the 
par-five ninth. Henderson added birdies at 12 and 18 to 
grab the clubhouse lead. She was quickly joined by 
Weaver-Wright, whose six birdies included three in the 
last four holes. The American who joined the LPGA tour 
in 2018 poured in a long birdie putt at the 17th then after 
coming up short of the green at 18 she drained a testing 
birdie attempt to force the playoff. 

When they returned to 18 for the playoff, Henderson 
was dialed in. She stuck her approach six feet from the 
cup as Weaver again came up short of the green. After 
Weaver needed two putts, Henderson had the luxury of 
knowing she could take two for the victory. The Canadian 
didn’t need them, rapping in the eagle effort. “With play-
offs you only really have one opportunity, so I just tried to 
hit really solid shots,” Henderson, ranked 11th in the world, 
said. “To walk up that fairway and see that I only had a 
pretty short (putt) was a big relief. “And just needing two 
putts to win was also really clutch.” 

Henderson, who changed her putting grip before last 
week’s US Women’s Open, said she was “more comfort-
able” with the new style. “People are always telling me to 
work on my putting, so just trying to make slow progress 
and trying to get a little bit better and a little bit more 
consistent,” Henderson said. “It’s been working really 
well.” England’s Jodi Ewart Shadoff eagled the 18th hole 
to card a four-under par 67 that left her alone in third on 
202. Former world number one Lydia Ko flirted with the 
lead but finished tied for fourth on 10-under with 
Switzerland’s Albane Valenzuela. Both carded 67s. 
American Brittany Lincicome, expecting her second child 
in early September, was 10-under through 16 holes, but a 
three-putt bogey at the 17th slowed her down and she 
finished with a share of sixth alongside Japan’s Nasa 
Hataoka and American Marina Alex. —AFP 

FIFA approves 
five substitutes

GALLOWAY: Brooke Henderson of Canada kisses the 
trophy after her victory at the ShopRite Classic at 
Seaview Bay Course on June 12, 2022. —AFP

Manchester United’s Portuguese striker Cristiano Ronaldo

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s national indoor football team 
won the 2022 AFC Futsal Asian Cup after beating 
Saudi Arabia 5-3 in the final held at Al-Naser SC 
court. The first half of the match witnessed four 

goals, thrilling fans and concluding with a Saudi 
goal one minute before half time, levelling the 
score 2-2. The Saudi team managed to snatch the 
lead as they edged Al-Azraq early in the second 

half, but that was countered with three goals for 
an outright victory. Making the tally sheet with a 
tremendous long shot , Abdul-Rahman Al-
Mesbahi said he was very pleased with this 

accomplishment with another gold medal not 
long after the 3rd GCC Games, and greatly 
appreciated the fans’ support throughout the 
tournament. — KUNA  

Kuwait crowned 2022 Asian futsal champions 


