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from fire tragedy that killed 72
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contention after Jordan defeat163

News in brief

Assembly approves KD 3,000 
handout for retired Kuwaitis

Opposition MPs begin sit-in in parliament over constitution
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly on 
Tuesday unanimously approved a draft law 
requiring the government to pay a KD 
3,000 grant to all retired Kuwaitis, in a 
session boycotted by several opposition 
MPs. All thirty-eight MPs and ministers 
present during the emergency session vot-
ed for the bill that obliges the state-owned 
Public Institution for Social Security, the 
agency that looks after pensioners, to pay 
close to KD 600 million, according to the 
finance minister. 

Finance Minister Abdulwahab Al-
Rasheed told the Assembly that payment 
of the handout will commence immediately 
after the law becomes effective. The law 
was co-sponsored by a majority of MPs 
and the government, so the government is 
highly expected to sign the law.  
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KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah is in good condition 
after he experienced a minor dis-
comfort requiring rest, the Amiri 
Diwan said on Tuesday. The Diwan 
wishes HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad wellbe-
ing, the statement added. HH the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal later 
received a phone call from Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, inquiring about his health 
condition and wishing him good 
health and well-being. — KUNA

Crown Prince in good 
health condition: Diwan

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: Pensioners celebrate in the viewing gallery of the National Assembly on June 14, 
2022 after MPs approved a draft law requiring the government to pay a KD 3,000 grant to all 
retired Kuwaitis. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Bahrain reshuffles cabinet 
 
MANAMA: Bahrain’s king has made 17 cabinet 
changes by royal decree, including appointing a 
new oil minister in the Gulf nation’s biggest-ever 
reshuffle and first for two decades. Oil Minister 
Mohammed bin Mubarak was among 13 new faces 
in the cabinet under Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa. — AFP

BTS going on ‘hiatus’  
 
SEOUL: K-pop supergroup BTS on Tuesday 
announced they were taking an indefinite “hia-
tus” from one of the world’s most popular acts 
to focus on solo pursuits. The seven members 
dropped the bombshell during their streamed 
annual “FESTA” dinner, part of a celebration 
that marks their anniversary as a group. — AFP

IPL rights sold for $6.2bn 
 
MUMBAI: India’s cricket board said Tuesday it 
has sold the broadcast rights of the IPL tourna-
ment for the next five seasons to global media 
giants for an eye-popping $6.2 billion. Star, 
owned by US behemoth Disney, bought the TV 
rights while Viacom18 - a joint venture between 
Indian tycoon Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance and 
US group Paramount Global - picked up the 
streaming rights. — AFP (See Page 14) 

Currency counterfeiters arrested 
 
KUWAIT: Police arrested four suspects for sell-
ing forged Kuwaiti dinar and US dollar banknotes 
for half their value, the interior ministry announced. 
The gang includes three Africans and a European 
resident. Police raided their residence, where they 
found forged KD 20 and $100 notes as well as 
white and green papers, adhesive tape, white 
powder, a large box, cotton and two liquor bottles. 

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden walks on the South Lawn of the White 
House after disembarking Marine One on June 14, 2022. — AFP 

ALLAHABAD: A bulldozer demolishes the residence of Javed Ahmed, a local 
leader who was allegedly involved in the protests against former BJP 
spokeswoman Nupur Sharma’s incendiary remarks about Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH), on June 12, 2022. — AFP  

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden will meet Saudi Arabian Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman next 
month after the White House ended 
weeks of speculation Tuesday, 
announcing that Biden will travel to 
the Zionist entity, the Palestinian West 
Bank, and Saudi Arabia from July 13-
16 - his first trip to the Middle East 
since taking office. In addition to 
meetings with individual leaders in all 
three places, he will attend a regional 
Gulf Cooperation Council summit in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Biden is expected to press for 
increased Saudi oil production, in the 
hope of taming spiraling fuel costs and 
inflation at home ahead of midterm 
congressional elections in which his 
Democratic party risks a drubbing. 
But his meeting with the crown prince 
will mark a shift. Pressed by reporters, 
White House Press Secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre said “the president is 
going to see over a dozen leaders on 
this trip... We can expect the president 
to see the crown prince as well.” Saudi 
Arabia’s statement was more direct, 
noting  simply that Biden would meet 
with King Salman and then the heir to 
the throne. 

US inflation is at 8.6 percent, the 
highest rate in 40 years, with high fuel 
costs largely to blame. Political fallout 
has been swift as voters vent over  
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Biden signals 
US-Saudi thaw 
on Mideast trip

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates warned Monday 
that people must follow its anti-COVID measures 
including wearing masks indoors or face heavy 
fines, after cases more than doubled in a week. The 
Gulf state also urged people who test positive to 

comply with isolation rules, adding that hospitaliza-
tion rates were rising. 

Daily recorded cases climbed to 1,356 on 
Tuesday from 572 a week earlier, still well short 
of the peak of 3,116 recorded in January. The UAE 
says 100 percent of its 10 million population is 
vaccinated. “A lack of commitment to isolating 
was noted among a small group of people infect-
ed with COVID-19, which threatens the safety of 
the community and causes the spread of the 
virus,” Taher Al-Ameri, spokesperson of the 
National  Emergency Cris is  and Disasters 
Management Authority, said Monday. 

The validity of a “green” or healthy pass on 
the government contact-tracing app was reduced 
from 30 days to 14 days after a negative PCR test. 
Ameri warned of f ines up to 3,000 dirhams 
($816) for not wearing masks in closed areas. 
Cases have also been rising in other Gulf coun-
tries, including Kuwait. In Saudi Arabia, which 
peaked at 5,000 in January, cases breached 
1,000 a day last week from just 99 on May 1. 
However, Saudi Arabia on Monday scrapped 
mandatory face masks in most public places, 
weeks before it is due to welcome 850,000 visi-
tors for the hajj pilgrimage in July. — AFP 

UAE urges COVID 
caution as cases 
double in a week

NEW DELHI: In the aftermath of 
recent rhetoric offending Islam and 
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) by a 
Bharatiya Janata party spokesperson, 
and despite a promising and secular 
constitution guaranteeing the rights 
and freedoms of all people regardless 
of religion, clashes between religions 
are becoming more overt in India. The 
current economic and sociopolitical 
climate, under the governance of 
rightwing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, forecasts a bleak future ahead 
for Indian Muslims, as they are already 

living under grueling circumstances 
and seen as second-class citizens. 

Muslims’ religious rituals and 
dietary habits are being attacked and 
even criminalized; women are banned 
from wearing hijab in schools, and 
Friday prayer is prohibited in the city 
of Gurgaon, along with several issues 
relating to Muslim personal status law. 
Hindu extremists are also demanding 
speakers no longer transmit the 
Muslim call to prayer. 

The homes and businesses of 
Muslim people are being targeted and 
sabotaged, and their livelihoods 
threatened. Demands of changing 
Muslim names of certain cities and 
roadways, contesting the use of the 
word “halal”, inflammatory media por-
trayals of Muslims, as well as Hindutva 
propaganda alleging that Muslim  
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Muslims in 
India face 
bleak future


