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In my view

A day in the life 
of a writer

“Espresso is all that stands between us 
and creative defeat.” - Hari Kunzru 

I always talk about writing and its merits and 
there comes to mind many questions about it. Is 
writing, for example, a piece wanted from a stu-
dent about a subject that concerns sunrise or 
sunset, the darkness of night or the rays of day? 
Writing may be considered a delicious hot meal 
in a favorite restaurant, a spicy pizza or even 
chicken biryani that is rich with spices brought 
in from Mumbai. 

The challenge any writer faces is about what 
they may write, how to think, how to write, etc. 
For example, will they write about the reper-
cussions of the presence of multinational com-
panies, or what is known as intercontinental 
companies.  

I have an idea about the topic, but it is not 
enough and needs an additional team so I can 
understand the subject clearly to write while 
looking at the fully distorted picture. Then there 
was an idea to write about Dubai, especially 
since I returned yesterday morning from that 
magnificent emirate after a three-day visit. But 
what am I going to write about “Dar Al-Hai” 
(this is what many call Dubai), especially as my 
travel was for a private family affair? So, what 
am I going to write about? 

The writing time is constricted, and while I 
was thinking, I received a message about a new 
library in Dubai that has six million books. It is a 
public library run by the state, which is good 
news, yet this is not a full idea I can write about, 
either to laud or criticize it - of course, if the 
work concerns the Dubai government, it is hard 
to have criticism. True, there must be drawbacks, 
but when you see more positives, the positive 
silence becomes a tactful behavior. 

I took some time to go to a major bookstore 
in Dubai, and while shopping for books, I found 
three. But if I did not have a single dirham to 
buy, I would have faced two solutions - either to 
quickly borrow money or snatch the books and 
run to the door! (Of course, I say this as a joke.) 
I think a lot about the issue of books and having 
them - is it an addiction or unwanted appetite? 

What does it mean to stack hundreds of 
books, when most of them you can find on your 
mobile phone with just a press of a button? Is 
it overspending, squandering, addiction, or is it 
a positive phenomenon? The answer is yours, 
yet I am sure it is the most beautiful and bene-
ficial addiction!  

I am writing with a cup of Arabic coffee next 
to me, remembering some columns that carry 
silent messages. Their expressions are between 
the lines, and only people interested with the 
topic can understand the matter. It is a difficult 
writing craft, yet I am certain that it is the most 
beautiful type of writing. Only the sender and 
receiver can feel it, and its aroma is not far from 
that of coffee. This attribute is also available in 
the art of poetry.

By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: Several schools busted 
hundreds of cases of cheating in the 
first days of the final exams for 12th-
grade students. Rotating school prin-
cipals entrusted with chairing exami-
nation committees is a demand by 
many in order to avoid and prevent 
such practices. Sources revealed that 
the number of cheating cases discov-
ered in two days reached nearly 600 
in the science and arts streams. 
Cheaters are denied entry to the rest 
of the exams and score zero in all 
subjects, which is considered as a 
heavy-handed response by many. 

Iman Al-Ali, a teacher, told Kuwait 
Times that despite being an educa-
tional staff member, she considers the 
action of the ministry of education 
exaggerated. “The ministry of educa-
tion has made an ill-considered deci-
sion. It is not fair to fail the student in 
all exams because they cheated. They 
should fail the student in the exam 
they cheated in,” she said. 

Ali explained that cheating has 
increased due to the e-learning peri-
od that led to a deterioration in the 
quality of education, which made it a 
phenomenon that threatens the future 
of generations, adding it is the min-
istry of education’s fault. “I do not 
agree with cheating, but because the 
student cheated in one exam, you 
hand them a ban and let them repeat 
the whole year for one incident!” 

Meanwhile, several secondary 
school students have complained 
about the inspection procedures car-
ried out by security staff and teachers, 
and the embarrassment these proce-
dures cause. Students stressed that 
the inspections violate their modesty 
by touching sensitive areas of their 
bodies. 

Pat-down search 
Lawyers have warned that the pat-

down search procedure of students in 
schools is illegal, and whoever is sub-
jected to it can file a case against the 
school. Lawyer Ahmad Sanat told 
Kuwait Times that a pat-down search 
of students is considered illegal and is 
a violation, demanding parents file a 
complaint to the director of education-
al affairs in the area in which the 
inspection took place. 

He warned of breaking inspection 
rules and legal standards, thus expos-
ing the school to legal accountability, 
pointing out that students and parents 
have the right to resort to the judiciary 
in case of abuse during the inspection. 
Sanat called on the Supreme Education 
Council to provide electronic gates or 
electronic scanners to detect metal 
objects and limit manual inspection 
only for suspected students. Sanat 
stressed inspection without legal or 
procedural justifications or suspicion 
puts a violation against the school, in 
addition to causing a breakdown of 
trust between students and school 
administrations.  

A source at the legal affairs depart-
ment at the ministry of education told 
Kuwait Times that no law allows a pat-
down search, and whoever is inspected 
must go to the ministry of education to 
file a complaint. “We investigate many of 
the complaints that we receive, and the 
complaint is transferred to a committee 
to verify the incident. The teacher and 
the head of the examination committee 
will be held accountable,” he said. He 
affirmed that according to the type of 
inspection (like a girl’s sensitive area), the 
punishment will be approved. “The 
penalty will be imposed on who is in 
charge. It starts from a deduction of 
salary of three days to a week and a 
warning, and if repeated, the person will 

be expelled and deported if they are a 
non-Kuwaiti.” 

 
Inspected several times 

Students told Kuwait Times that 
individual inspections go too far. Rasha 
Majdi, a 12th-grade student, said that 
she was inspected several times with 
all kinds of searches. “The guard 
demanded we take off all our clothes, 
including shirts, trousers, scarves and 
shoes. The policy of preventing cheat-
ing is supposed to be in all grades. 
Parents should rectify the situation, 
because smart students who have 
studied hard are being affected and 
are distracted by cheaters,” she said. 

Kuwait Society of National 
Integrity said in a press statement 
that education of young people is 
among the main indicators of the 
future of countries. “Cheating in 
exams has turned into a phenomenon, 
which poses a severe danger to 
Kuwait’s future that goes beyond 

security risks and economic con-
cerns,” it said. The society demanded 
the government should impose strict 
control over all examination proce-
dures, and in the event of leaked exam 
papers, investigation committees must 
be formed to hold accountable and 
punish those who are negligent.  

In addition, it should provide 
schools with modern technological 
means to detect devices used for 
cheating and consider them as crime 
tools, which requires investigation 
with the student and the guardian to 
know how the student got this cheat-
ing device. The statement addressed 
the need to prohibit imports of cheat-
ing tools and issue a decision by the 
ministry of commerce to prevent the 
sale and purchase of such devices. 
Also, media campaigns should be 
organized to consolidate the values of 
educational integrity and raise stu-
dents’ and parents’ awareness of the 
dangers of cheating. 

Hundreds of cheating cases despite 
strict search, tough penalties

Teacher blames e-learning period for rise in cheating

KUWAIT: A control worker uses a metal detector to check for electronic devices 
as students enter to take their final exams. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: The joint committee of the 
Public Authority of Manpower (PAM), 
Medicine Inspection Department and 
Medical Licensing Department of the 
Ministry of Health, and the Residency 
Affairs Department of the Ministry of 
Interior raided some clinics in Hawally 
governorate, where they found various 
serious violations. These include prac-
ticing work without license, unautho-
rized staff working at the clinic, and 
selling expired medical materials.   

The inspectors of this joint commit-
tee discovered an unlicensed clinic 
operating in a medical center in 
Salmiya. According to a statement by 
both PAM and MoH, the Asian staff 
working in this clinic are not certified 
doctors or medical technicians. The 
joint inspectors found numerous 
domestic workers practicing nursing. 
PAM said the main violation was 
breaching article 10 of the labor law 

for the private sector. Also, they found 
one of the doctors at the clinic was 
practicing her job with an expired 
license and work permit for over a 
year.   

Dr Fahad Al-Mourad, Acting 
Deputy General Director of the 
Protection Department of PAM, noted 
PAM’s inspectors are conducting raids 
at various medical clinics, with the joint 
committee focusing on dermatology 
and plastic surgery clinics, especially 
since the number of violations there 
are very high.  

After inspecting the place, the 
inspectors found the unlicensed clinic 
was providing medical services (der-
matology and beauty) without a 
license. The inspectors also found a 
huge amount of medications, food sup-
plements and cosmetics that were 
either expired or unregistered at the 
ministry of health, and of an unknown 
source. They also seized Botox and 
expired filler injections.  

The Medicine Inspection 
Department of MoH frequently holds 
inspections in cooperation with the 
authorities in charge of places that sell 
medications, pharmaceutical products 
and herbs. The inspectors seized some 
counterfeit and smuggled materials, in 
addition to other violations of law no. 
28/1996 on practicing the pharmaceuti-

cal profession and dealing with drugs. 
MoH appreciates the initiative of people 
in reporting any violation in this field. 

Legal action will be taken against 
violators and the clinic was shut 
down. The inspectors said the clinic 
was being managed by an Arab expat 
after the Kuwait owner suffered a 
stroke more than a year ago.  

Various violations found in 
raids at Hawally clinics

By Majd Othman 
 
KUWAIT: Despite the high prices of airline tickets, 
travelers are choosing to bear the soaring costs, 
especially after a long pause in travel and ending of 
restrictions in most countries due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Demand for air tickets has exceeded 
expectations, CEO of Delta Airlines Ed Bastian said 
during an airline industry conference. He also said 
post-pandemic airfares have risen globally by 
around 30 percent. 

Regarding the reasons for price hikes, Saeed 
Radwan, a ticketing and reservation officer at a 
travel agency, told Kuwait Times that “taxes 
imposed by airlines have increased by 15 percent 
due to high fuel prices, which automatically 
increased ticket prices”, pointing out the travel sea-
son usually witnesses price rises.  

“Most travel agencies do not have any promo-
tions for tourist destinations this year compared to 
last summer, which led to the price hikes,” Radwan 

added. He stressed that despite the high prices of 
tickets, demand for tourist destinations continues 
among Kuwaitis, especially to Europe and Turkey. 

Ehab Hani, general manager of a travel agency, told 
Kuwait Times: “Ticket prices have risen by around 20 
percent, which is much higher than last year due to the 
pandemic, which is unjustified, while taxes are contin-
uously rising since the Ukraine war.” Hani pointed out 
that airline companies are taking advantage of travel-
ers who are willing to pay in order to travel for tourism 
purposes or visit their home countries after more than 
two years.  

“Airline companies have price categories for cer-
tain seats, and many of them block cheap seats on 
their websites, which indirectly forces travelers to 
buy the more expensive seats, which will give them 
high profits,” Hani said, adding “there is no law that 
prevents this.” “Some airlines increase the price of 
tickets before the traveler makes the final booking 
without referring to us or the client, which is unethi-
cal and leads to losing customers,” he added. 

Hani stressed such actions by airlines has not 
dented demand for traveling among citizens or 
expats. Regarding the most expensive destinations, 
Hani said Istanbul has the most exaggerated prices, 
as the original price for a roundtrip economy class 
ticket, which was between KD 120 and KD 180, has 
today exceeded KD 320, while a business class 
ticket costs between KD 500 and KD 550. 

“Airfares to Geneva and London have increased 

significantly. Tickets to Geneva before the pandemic 
were priced between KD 600 and KD 700, but now 
it is more than KD 1,100, while airfares to London 
have increased by about 40 percent,” Hani said. He 
said the most in-demand destinations among expats 
are Egypt, India and Philippines. Prices of tickets to 
Egypt have increased by 15 percent on average, 
which is not considered high due to many options 
available for travelers. 

Several international studies indicate there are 
many reasons for the high prices of air tickets. Not 
all of them are caused by the airlines itself, such as 
fuel price hikes, jumbo planes being grounded, trav-
elers upgrading to higher classes for leisure trips 
and shortage of staff. 

High demand 
on travel despite 
rising ticket prices  

GENEVA: Kuwait on Tuesday vehemently 
denounced the Zionist entity’s policy of dealing 
with United Nations (UN) agencies, especially 
mechanisms of human rights in occupied Palestinian 
territories. This came in a speech delivered by 
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative at the UN and 
Other International Organizations Ambassador 
Jamal Al-Ghunaim during the 50th regular session 
of the UN Human Rights Council, held from June 
13-July 8. He said his country calls on the interna-
tional community to protect the Palestinian people 
and live up to its due responsibilities by ensuring 
that international human rights law and internation-
al humanitarian law are respected in occupied 
Palestinian territories, including East Jerusalem. He 
added that Kuwait shares the international commu-
nity’s concerns over these serious violations, while 
calling for bringing the Zionist entity to accounta-
bility for the use of excessive force against 
Palestinians. The Kuwaiti diplomat cited a recent 
independent international committee report as 
showing so obviously “the deterioration of human 
rights conditions in occupied Palestinian territories 
due to the Zionist entity’s violence and aggressions 
against Palestinian people”. He added that the 
report indicated that the Zionist entity is responsi-
ble for serious and systematic breaches of interna-
tional humanitarian law. He also voiced Kuwait’s 
condemnation of recent violations by the Zionist 
entity’s occupying forces at Islamic holy sites in the 
city of Jerusalem, including recurrent breakings by 
Jewish settlers into Al-Aqsa Mosque. In this con-
text, the Kuwaiti diplomat called on the internation-
al community to take action against these violations 
by the Zionist entity, cautioning against the impacts 
of the Zionist entity’s hostilities on regional stabili-
ty. He concluded by saying that the Zionist entity’s 
continuing settlement activities, including dispos-
session and displacement, would absolutely under-
mine the bi-state solution and comprehensive and 
just peace in the region. — KUNA 

Kuwait blasts Zionist 
entity’s policy of 
dealing with UN bodies

BEIRUT: Lebanese President Michel Aoun 
aff irmed on Tuesday the deep bi lateral  t ies 
between his country and Kuwait. This came in a 

statement by the Lebanese President during his 
reception of Kuwait’s Ambassador to Lebanon 
Abdulaal Al-Qenae on the occasion of his tenure 
ending after 15 long years. He granted the 
Ambassador the National Cedar Medal of the 
rank of Senior Officer. The Lebanese Presidency 
expressed its appreciation to the Kuwaiti officials’ 
permanent support for Lebanon, especially in the 
difficult circumstances the Lebanese people went 
through. “Lebanon seeks the best relations with 
the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council and 

wishes them continuing security, stability and 
progress,” said the President. Meanwhile, 
Ambassador Qenae said, “I was honored to meet 
with President Michel Aoun, on a farewell visit 
that comes after 15 years of service in this broth-
erly country.” “These relations will continue under 
the supervision and guidance of the leadership of 
the two brotherly countries with continued 
progress and prosperity for the benefit of the two 
brotherly countries and peoples,” said the 
Ambassador. — KUNA

Lebanese President 
affirms deep ties 
with Kuwait


