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LOS ANGELES: Demonstrators join the “March for Our Lives” rally in Los Angeles, California. Protesters are demonstrating across the US for tighter firearms laws to curb devastating gun violence plaguing the country. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Two horrific massacres in recent 
weeks have succeeded in bringing Democrats and 
Republicans close to the most significant federal 
legislation addressing US gun violence in three 
decades. Twenty senators — 10 from each party-
reached a deal to put through legislation that would 
tighten some rules on gun sales and put more 
resources toward mental health treatment. 

The 10 Republicans are just enough to ensure 
that the legislation could overcome Senate rules 
that have allowed the party since the 1990s to block 
almost every single measure aimed at controlling 
the flood of personal firearms on the US market. 

Their agreement comes less than a month after 
two shocking mass shootings: first, when 10 African 
Americans were killed on May 14 at a supermarket 
in Buffalo, New York, and then less than two weeks 
later when 19 children and two teachers were shot 
and killed at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas. 

Those tragedies also brought into focus smaller, 
but more frequent instances of gun violence across 
the United States. Chris Coons, a Senate Democrat 
who led the chamber’s bipartisan effort, said the 
legislation could be introduced within days and 
possibly passed in early July. 

“In the wake of the horrifying recent shootings in 
Buffalo, Uvalde, and across the country, Americans 
have demanded that the Senate take meaningful 
steps forward on this issue,” said Coons. “This 
framework will save lives. If it becomes law, it will 

lower the risks of mass shootings, of lethal domestic 
violence incidents, of violence we see too frequent-
ly on our streets.” 

 
Modest measures  

The senators’ agreed measures are modest, and 

far short of what US President Joe Biden called for 
following last month’s tragic killings. 

 
They include: 

Enhanced background checks for people under 
21 buying a gun, allowing a review of juvenile crime 
and mental health records. 

Funding and incentives for states to pass “red 
flag” laws to keep guns out of the hands of people 
deemed a danger to themselves or society, and per-
petrators of domestic abuse. 

Tougher penalties for “straw purchasers” of guns 
for others that feed illegal firearms trafficking. 

Closing loopholes on gun dealer regulations. 
Federal support for state investments in school 

security and mental health programs. 
But they did not approach demands from gun 

control advocates, including an outright ban on 
assault rifles, as was in place from 1994 to 2004, a 
ban on gun sales to people under 21, mandatory 
waiting periods in all gun purchases, and bans on 
high-capacity magazines. 

Both the Buffalo and Uvalde shootings were by 
18-year-olds using high-powered AR-15-style semi-
automatic rifles. Moreover, whatever gains that come 
with the legislation could be dealt a setback by a 
Supreme Court ruling due this month that could 
overturn state restrictions on carrying guns in public. 

 
‘Breaking the logjam’  

Even so, gun control advocates cheered the 
measures, recognizing the potential for a significant 
shift towards breaking the gun industry’s strangle-
hold. “We applaud this historic step forward for gun 
violence prevention-one born out of the recognition 
that this nation needs change and action to save 
American lives from preventable gun violence,” said 
Kris Brown, president of the Brady: United Against 
Gun Violence group. “We’re breaking the logjam in 
Congress and proving that gun safety isn’t just good 
policy-it’s good politics,” said Shannon Watts, 

founder of the group Moms Demand Action. 
 

Narrow political margin  
Yet supporters were not fully confident the meas-

ures will pass, knowing that the legislation could be 
blocked if fewer than 10 of the Senate’s 50 
Republicans support it. Working in their favor is that 
none of the 10 Republicans who agreed to the deal 
Sunday are standing for reelection in November. 
Four are retiring, and five won’t face reelection until 
2026; one other faces reelection in 2024. 

The 20 senators “are committed to each other 
and to this project,” said Coons. But the National 
Rifle Association, which has wielded powerful influ-
ence over Republicans for decades, made clear their 
fundamental opposition. 

“NRA will continue to oppose any effort to insert 
gun control policies, initiatives that override consti-
tutional due process protections and efforts to 
deprive law-abiding citizens of their fundamental 
right to protect themselves into this or any legisla-
tion,” the group said. 

David Hogg, leader of anti-gun violence group 
March For Our Lives and himself a school shooting 
survivor, called for action to counter the NRA’s 
political pressure. “We’re going to need a lot of gun 
owners to speak out and let these Republican sena-
tors know that they are supported, that the NRA 
speaks only for the NRA and not the majority of 
responsible, voting gun owners,” he said. — AFP
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LONDON: File photo shows flames and smoke coming from a 27-storey block of 
flats after a fire broke out in west London. Survivors and families of the victims of 
Britain’s worst residential fire since World War II will mark the fifth anniversary of 
the tragedy on June 14, 2022. — AFP

LONDON: The names of the 72 people 
who perished in Britain’s worst residential 
fire since World War II were read out on 
Tuesday at a church service marking the 
fifth anniversary of the blaze. Survivors 
and families of the victims of the Grenfell 
Tower fire gathered at Westminster Abbey 
for the first of a day of events to remember 
the tragedy. 

The fire started in a faulty freezer and 
ripped through the 24-storey block in west 
London in an inferno that was visible 
across the British capital. An official report 
blamed highly combustible cladding fixed 

to the exterior of the high-rise as the 
“principal reason” the fire spread. 

But despite a costly ongoing public 
inquiry, the government has been 
accused of failing to implement urgent 
safety changes to prevent a similar 
tragedy. Also on Tuesday, attendees 
observed a 72-second silence and laid 
flowers at the foot of the tower, which is 
still shrouded in tarpaulin. 

Five years on, emotions remain raw 
about the treatment of survivors and the 
bereaved, some of whom are yet to be 
permanently rehoused. The local Anglican 
Bishop of Kensington, Graham Tomlin, said 
in the years before the fire, Grenfell had 
become a “tinderbox” and a tragedy was 
inevitable. 

“The memory of today is really hard for 
people,” he told Times Radio. “People are 
still deeply traumatised by it.” Firefighters 
who braved the heat and flames to try to 

rescue residents have accused the govern-
ment of failing to take fire safety seriously. 

The general secretary of the Fire 
Brigades Union, Matt Wrack, said fire-
fighters and the Grenfell community had a 
“bond that was forged in tragedy”. But 
there had been job cuts across the service 
since 2017. 

“The community have faced constant 
denials from those responsible for 
Grenfell being covered in cladding as 
flammable as petrol,” he said. “They have 
faced a wait for criminal charges that 
continues to this day.” 

The FBU has also highlighted “multiple 
failings” in the testing and approval of 
cladding, insulation and other material 
used in the Grenfell Tower. It claimed the 
tragedy could have been averted had the 
building’s regulator not been privatised 
and been “dependent on fee income” from 
manufacturers. — AFP 

Memorials held five  
years on from  
London fire tragedy

NEW DELHI: India must immediately end a “vicious” 
crackdown on Muslims who took to the streets to 
protest a ruling party official’s remarks about the 
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH), Amnesty International 
said Tuesday. Two demonstrators were killed and hun-
dreds of others arrested last week in nationwide 
protests over the comments, which embroiled India in a 

diplomatic furore and caused widespread outrage in 
the Islamic world. Footage of bulldozers demolishing 
homes of those arrested or identified as protesters has 
since been spread on social media. Authorities were 
“selectively and viciously cracking down on Muslims 
who dare to speak up... against the discrimination faced 
by them,” Amnesty’s Aakar Patel said in a statement. 

“Cracking down on protesters with excessive use of 
force, arbitrary detention and punitive house demoli-
tions... is in complete violation of India’s commitments 
under international human rights law.” 

More than 300 people have been arrested in the 
northern Uttar Pradesh state for joining last week’s ral-
lies. The state’s chief minister, firebrand monk Yogi 
Adityanath, is one of India’s most prominent Hindu 
nationalist politicians, known for sectarian rhetoric 

against India’s 200-million strong Muslim minority. 
Adityanath has repeatedly called on authorities to 

demolish the homes of people accused of crimes, an 
exhortation critics say violates constitutional and human 
rights law prohibitions on collective punishment. Amnesty 
has demanded an “immediate and unconditional release” 
of detained protesters, and Patel said the arrests and 
demolitions were “part of an alarming escalation of the 
states’ measures targeting Muslims”. 

Since coming to power nationally in 2014, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has been accused of cham-
pioning discriminatory policies towards Muslims. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government pro-
posed a controversial law that granted faster citizenship 
to refugees in India, but not if they are Muslim, while 
state BJP governments have passed laws making inter-

religious marriages harder. Cities around India saw siz-
able demonstrations on Friday, with some crowds burn-
ing effigies of Nupur Sharma-the BJP spokeswoman 
whose comments during a TV debate show set off the 
furore. 

Sharma has been suspended from the party, which 
issued a statement saying it respected all religions, while 
the governments of nearly 20 Muslim-majority countries 
called in their Indian envoys to register their disapproval. 

Friday also saw huge protests in neighbouring 
countries, with police estimating more than 100,000 
people mobilised across Bangladesh after midday 
prayers.  Another 5,000 people took to the streets in 
the Pakistani city of Lahore, demanding that their gov-
ernment take stronger action against India over the 
comments. — AFP 
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