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The draft law also stipulates that at least KD 500 

million will be  withdrawn from the state budget in 
favor of the pension agency to help cover what is 
known as actuarial deficit. 

The finance minister said that experts have cal-
culated the actuarial deficit of the agency, its future 
anticipated shortfall, at KD 24 billion, adding that 
the government already paid KD 10.9 billion to the 
body between 2009 and 2016 to cover part of the 
deficit. But head of the Assembly’s budgets commit-
tee MP Adnan Abdulsamad said the minister’s esti-

mates are highly exaggerated, and that the more 
realistic actuarial deficit is only KD 2 billion based 
on calculations by the Audit Bureau. The lawmaker 
called for seeking the opinion of other experts on 
how to calculate the deficit. 

Before approving the bill, the Assembly amended the 
bill to make the huge transfers under the supervision of 
the Audit Bureau, the country’s accounting watchdog. 
Around 12 opposition MPs boycotted the session, say-
ing the move violates the constitution, although they 
declared their support for the retired people. 

The lawmakers then declared an open and indef-
inite sit-in at the National Assembly to protest what 
they called “obstructing the application” of the con-
stitution and preventing regular Assembly meetings. 
The lawmakers have decided to sleep in their offices 
in the Assembly building. Around 17 opposition 
MPs joined the protest.

LONDON: The UK government on Tuesday 
defended its controversial policy to send asylum 
seekers to Rwanda, even as the entire senior lead-
ership of the Church of England branded it 
shameful and immoral. Foreign Secretary Liz Truss 
insisted the first flight to Kigali would take off no 
matter how many people were on board, after 23 
of the 31 migrants had their tickets cancelled. 

“We’re expecting to send the flight later today,” 
she told Sky News, as fresh protests were held at 
a detention centre near London Gatwick airport. 
Truss said she was unable to confirm how many 
people would be on the charter flight to Kigali, 
which was due to leave from an undisclosed air-
port on Tuesday night. 

But she said the policy, which the UN refugee 
agency has also criticised as “all wrong”, was vital 
to smash the business model of human-trafficking 
gangs exploiting vulnerable migrants. Record 
numbers of migrants have made the perilous 
Channel crossing from northern France, heaping 
pressure on the government in London to act after 
it promised to tighten borders after Brexit. 

Campaigners supporting migrants and a union 
representing Border Force workers who will have 
to carry out the policy failed in a legal challenge 

to stop the deportations. After the latest attempt 
was thrown out on Monday, the two senior-most 
clerics in the Church of England and 23 bishops 
called the policy “immoral” and said it “shames 
Britain”. 

“They (migrants) are the vulnerable that the 
Old Testament calls us to value,” Archbishop of 
Canterbury Justin Welby and Archbishop of York 
Stephen Cottrell wrote in a letter to The Times. 
“We cannot offer asylum to everyone, but we must 
not outsource our ethical responsibilities, or dis-
card international law-which protects the right to 
claim asylum.” 

At the weekend, it was reported that Queen 
Elizabeth II’s heir, Prince Charles, had privately 
described the government’s plan as “appalling”. 
Truss, though, hit back. “The people who are 
immoral in this case are the people traffickers trad-
ing on human misery,” she said. “Our policy is 
completely legal. It’s completely moral,” she added, 
accusing critics of having no alternative plan.  

 
‘Value for money’  

Truss said she could not put a figure on the 
cost of the charter flight, which has been estimat-
ed at some £250,000 ($303,000). But she insist-

ed it was “value for money” to reduce the long-
term social cost of irregular migration. “There will 
be people on the flights and if they’re not on this 
flight, they will be on the next flight,” she added. 

Deported asylum seekers who make it to Kigali 
will be put up in the Hope Hostel, which was built 
in 2014 to give refuge to orphans from the 1994 
genocide of 800,000 to one million ethnic Tutsis. 
Some 20 orphans were living in the hostel when 
the partnership between Rwanda and Britain was 
signed. They have since been evicted. 

Hostel manager Ismael Bakina says up to 100 
migrants can be accommodated and he will charge 
$65 a day. “This is not a prison. It’s a home like 
our home,” hostel manager Ismael Bakina told 
AFP. “In a hotel a person will be free in everything 
they want. When they want to go out of the hotel, 
it’s no problem.” 

Under the agreement with Kigali, anyone land-
ing in Britain illegally is liable to be given a one-
way ticket for processing and resettlement in 
Rwanda. The government of President Paul 
Kagame has said the deportations will begin slow-
ly and rejected criticism that Rwanda is not a safe 
country. 

Human Rights Watch has warned that there are 

“serious human rights abuses” in Rwanda, includ-
ing curbs on free speech, arbitrary detention, ill-
treatment and torture. Rwandan opposition parties 
also question whether the resettlement scheme will 
work given high youth unemployment rates. 

Kagame is due to host leaders of the 53 other 
Commonwealth countries later this month, as well 
as Prince Charles as head of the grouping.  —AFP
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Abortion in Italy  
is legal, but  
finding one is hard 

 
ROME: For 40 years, gynaecologist Michele Mariano 
has been the only person performing abortions in 
Italy’s conservative Molise region. He has delayed 
retiring twice because no one will replace him, many 
refusing to terminate pregnancies as conscientious 
objectors. 

It’s an extreme example, but emblematic of a wider 
issue in Italy, where abortion up to 90 days after con-
ception has been legal since 1978 — but many health-
care providers don’t offer them. A majority of gynae-
cologists refuse on conscientious objection grounds, 
driven either by religion or societal pressure, while 
recent moves by right-wing politicians with links to 
the Church have only increased obstacles for women. 

As a result, dozens of hospitals and clinics across 
the country provide no abortion services at all. 
Finding doctors to perform them can be a minefield, 
since there are no official lists disclosing those who 
do, while services vary wildly across the country. 

“Someone goes to the hospital not knowing 
whether the doctor in front of them will do it,” said 
Eleonora Mizzoni, 32, an abortion activist in Pisa.  

 
‘Something wrong’  

Some 67 percent of gynaecologists across Italy-in 
cities and rural areas alike-are conscientious objec-
tors, according to the latest health ministry figures 
from 2019. That figure exceeds 80 percent in five of 
Italy’s 20 regions. 

Martina Patone, 35, described how she called about 
10 hospitals in Rome and other cities to get an abor-
tion eight years ago before a charity helped her out. 
She had sought a medical abortion-which involves 
taking pills-but in the end had to undergo surgery. 

Patone recalled having to explain to a nurse how 
the abortion pills worked, and before getting help 
from the charity having to lining up at 6:00 am in a 
“rusty staircase” of a Rome hospital basement to be 
put on a long waiting list. 

“I really thought that going to the hospital would 
be easy. Not at all,” she told AFP. Besides the red 
tape, the process makes women feel as if “you did 
something wrong, you shouldn’t say anything”, she 
said. She called it “absurd” that women continue to 
have the same problems exercising their right to 
abortion. 

 
‘See you later’  

Data published in May by the Luca Coscioni 
Association, which advocates for abortion rights, 
found that in at least 31 hospitals, all doctors or health 
workers who would assist in an abortion were objec-
tors. To help avoid such roadblocks, Mizzoni’s group 
“Obiezione Respinta” (Objection Overruled) created 
an interactive online map where women can warn 
others where they will be turned away. — AFP 

ROME, Italy: File photo shows a woman holding a sign 
reading “Yes to Life, No to Abortion” as activists take 
part in a march organized by Italian Pro-Life anti-
abortion movements, entitled “National March We 
Choose Life” (Marcia nazionale Scegliamo la Vita) in 
central Rome. —AFP

ATALAIA DO NORTE, Brazil: Human remains have been 
found in the search for a British journalist and Brazilian 
indigenous expert who disappeared deep in the Amazon 
after receiving threats, Brazil’s president confirmed 
Monday. 

Relatives of veteran correspondent Dom Phillips 
and respected indigenous specialist Bruno Pereira 
meanwhile said authorities informed them two bodies 
had been found-though police and local indigenous 
leaders denied that, adding to confusion around the 
case. The families of Phillips, 57, and Pereira, 41, have 
endured an anguished wait for news since the pair dis-
appeared a week ago Sunday during a reporting trip to 
Brazil’s Javari Valley, a remote jungle region rife with 
illegal fishing, logging, mining and drug trafficking. 

“The evidence leads us to believe something bad was 

done to them, because human innards were found float-
ing in the river, which are now undergoing DNA testing,” 
President Jair Bolsonaro said. 

The development came a day after police said they 
had found personal items belonging to the two, including 
Pereira’s health card, pants and boots, as well as Phillips’s 
backpack and clothing. Bolsonaro, whose government 
has faced accusations of failing to act urgently enough in 
the case, said hope was fading. 

“Because of the time that’s passed-eight days now, 
approaching the ninth-it’s going to be very difficult to 
find them alive,” the president told CBN Recife radio. “I 
pray to God for that to happen, but the information and 
evidence we’re getting suggest the opposite.” 

Phillips’s niece Dominique Davies told AFP via text 
message that authorities had informed the family two 
bodies had been found. “We are waiting on confirmation 
from the federal police (in Brazil) as to whether they are 
Dom and Bruno. We all remain upset and distressed at 
this time,” she said. 

Britain’s Guardian newspaper, where Phillips was a 
regular contributor, said the bodies were found tied to a 
tree, according to information given to Phillips’s family by 
an aide to Brazil’s ambassador in London. — AFP 

LONDON, United Kingdom: A protester holds a placard 
as she stands outside the Home Office in central 
London on June 13, 2022, to demonstrate against the 
UK government’s intention to deport asylum-seekers 
to Rwanda. —AFP

Rescue operation  
for Indian boy  
trapped in well  

 
RAIPUR: Indian emergency workers were scrambling 
Tuesday to rescue a 10-year-old boy with hearing and 
speech impairments who has been trapped down a 
narrow well for four days. Rahul Sahu fell down the 
80-feet (24 metres) waterhole on Friday while playing 
in the backyard of his house in the central state of 
Chhattisgarh. 

Earth movers and cranes are helping dig a tunnel 
next to the well, which is only a couple of feet wide, 

with army soldiers and members of India’s disaster 
response agency lending their assistance. But bad 
weather-and venomous snakes and scorpions 
unearthed by the dig-have hampered rescue efforts, 
local officials said. 

Sahu was “responding well” to rescuers and a cam-
era is monitoring his condition and movements, Janjgir 
district police chief Vijay Agrawal told AFP by phone 
from the scene. “Since the boy cannot speak or listen, 
we have a bigger challenge,” he added. 

An oxygen pipe is feeding Sahu fresh air, but a 
government spokesman said the tunnelling effort had 
been slowed down by hard stone underneath the 
ground. Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel 
said he was hopeful Sahu would be brought up from 
the well alive and tweeted that the boy had eaten a 
banana sent down to him by rescuers. —AFP 
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Biden’s inability to change global oil markets. 

John Kirby, a White House foreign policy 
spokesman, told MSNBC on Tuesday that oil pro-
duction “absolutely... is going to be part of” 
Biden’s discussions in Saudi Arabia. 

But while the White House also confirmed that 
“energy security” will be a topic, officials stressed 
that the whole trip has broader aims. Jean-Pierre 
emphasized that “this visit to the Middle East 
region culminates months of diplomacy,” as 
opposed to being driven by recent domestic polit-
ical  concerns. Biden’s mult iple leader-level 
engagements during the brief yet intense journey 
will demonstrate “the return of American leader-
ship” to the region, a senior US official told 
reporters. 

The tour starts with meeting Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett in the Zionist entity, with emphasis 
on the lavish US support for the Zionist armed 
forces. That includes the Iron Dome anti-rocket 
system at a time of tension over ongoing failure to 
resurrect an international pact curtailing Iran’s 

nuclear development. Biden will meet Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas, likely in Bethlehem, 
the US official said. Biden will stress “his lifelong 
commitment to a two state solution” for 
Palestinians and Zionists and restore US ties with 
Palestinians that were “nearly severed” under his 
predecessor Donald Trump. 

The part of the trip that will make history - 
and generate the most chatter - comes last. 
Biden’s flight from the Zionist entity to Jeddah 
will  be the first by a US president from the 
Zionist entity to an Arab state that does not rec-
ognize the country. In 2017, Trump made the 
journey in reverse. Once there, Biden will attend 
the Gulf Cooperation Council meeting with lead-
ers from Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, as well as 
being joined by the leaders of Egypt, Iraq and 
Jordan, the US official said. 

A priority for Biden will be maintaining the 
recently extended truce in Yemen, as well as 
deterring Iran, “advancing human rights, and 
ensuring global energy and food security,” the 
official said. Biden will also join a virtual summit 
of the so-called I2-U2 diplomatic group of India, 
the Zionist entity, the UAE and the United States, 
with focus on “the food security crisis” sparked 
by Russia’s invasion of major agricultural exporter 
Ukraine. —  AFP  
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monuments such as Taj Mahal and Qutab Minar 

are originally Hindu sites, all contribute to the alien-
ation of the Muslim people. 

In addition, journalists and media personnel not 
adhering to the extremist national policy of Hindutva 
are persistently being silenced and reprimanded. The 
response of the Indian government to the recent 
offensive remarks is seen as a renewal of the image 
of the country and an attempt to protect its eco-
nomic interests instead of an actual concrete 
attempt to better the reality of Muslims in India. 

Due to the lack of Muslim political representation 
or media presence, government bodies are increas-
ingly adopting more anti-Muslim policies. 
Majoritarian violence is influencing the ebb and flow 
of the decision-making process as the legislative and 
executive authorities are taking provocative meas-
ures against the Muslim community, including 
arrests of prominent figures. 

On the political front, the Indian Congress Party, 
which was once on the forefront of Indian independ-

ence, is currently in shambles. The party that con-
tributed to the writing of the constitution preformed 
quite weakly in local and national elections, as it 
failed to appeal to the masses. Other leftist parties 
are also restricted to certain states with very limited 
representation in parliament; therefore, an alterna-
tive where political parties answer the pleas of 
Muslims and repair the systemized political social 
and economic oppression is unlikely. 

Furthermore, many Indian Muslims question the 
motives and integrity of leftist parties as they either 
unknowingly or purposely play into rightwing agen-
da. Despite reports of a number of Muslims sub-
scribing to the rightwing party, a permanent alliance 
between the two is implausible as the governing par-
ty continues to taint the image of Muslim Indians 
and paint them as successors of violent invaders 
who killed Hindus and toppled temples, dividing the 
country. 

The image of a peace-loving India that was put 
in place by Mahatma Gandhi is gradually deterio-
rating, adversely affecting in the long run hefty 
economic opportunities in the fields of information 
technology, imports, exports, health and tourism. 
Independent journalists are warning of the eruption 
of a civil war if the government fails to regulate 
Hindutva, while others are saying India has indeed 
become a Hindu state. -— KUNA 

Muslims in 
India face...

KOLKATA: Muslim activists take part in a unity rally to promote communal harmony on June 14, 2022. — AFP


