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SAN FRANCISCO: Andrew Wiggins scored 26
points as the Golden State Warriors battled past the
Boston Celtics 104-94 to move within one win of a
seventh NBA championship crown on Monday. With
Stephen Curry having a rare off-night after his 43-
point game four heroics, Wiggins seized control to
lead a balanced Golden State offensive effort which
leaves the Warriors 3-2 up in the best-of-seven series.

Wiggins delivered a huge performance at both ends
of the Warriors’ Chase Center court, shooting 12-of-23
while hauling in 13 rebounds with two steals and a
block. The Warriors can clinch the championship when
the series heads back to Boston for game six on
Thursday. “We have two cracks at getting one win, but
we also know how difficult it’s going to be,” Warriors
coach Steve Kerr said.

“Nobody’s celebrating but we are excited to be in
this spot and we want to take advantage of it.” Kerr
led the tributes for Wiggins, the Canadian former No.1
draft pick who has steadily become an integral part of
the Warriors set-up since joining the franchise two
years ago. “He loves the challenge. He loves the com-
petition. And he’s found such a crucial role on our
team, and I think that empowers him,” Kerr said. “He
knows how much we need him, so he’s been fantastic.”

Wiggins led the Warriors scorers while Klay
Thompson provided support with 21 points including
five three-pointers. Gary Payton II (15 points) and
Jordan Poole (14) both made double-digits from the
bench. Curry, the Warriors’ talisman and front-runner
for NBA Finals MVP, chipped in with 16 points but
shot only 7-of-22 from the field, going 0/9 from three-
point distance. It was the first time in Curry’s playoff
career he has failed to score a three-pointer and the
first time he has drawn a blank from beyond the arc in
any NBA game since 2018.

“I think Steph was probably due for a game like
this,” Kerr said. “But we’ve got a lot of talent and a lot
of depth that can make up for that, and the guys did a
good job of that tonight.” Warriors star Draymond
Green, who had an improved performance despite
fouling out in the fourth quarter, said Curry’s display
was good news for Golden State. “He’s going to be
livid going into game six, and that’s exactly what we

need,” Green said.

Costly turnovers 
Jayson Tatum led Boston’s scorers with 27 points

while Marcus Smart added 20 and Jaylen Brown 18.
But the Celtics, who effectively marked Curry out of
the game for long periods, were left ruing another high
turnover count of 18 compared to just six from Golden

State. Boston had threatened to produce a repeat of
their stunning game one win in San Francisco during a
rampant third quarter display in which they outscored
the Warriors 35-24 before fading in the fourth quarter.
Celtics coach Ime Udoka lamented his team’s inconsis-
tent form from one quarter to the next. 

“That’s the thing - (what) we’re not having through-
out a full game is consistent efforts, sustained effort,
more so offensively than anything,” Udoka said.
“That’s the part where we got to have carryover, not
only game to game but quarter to quarter, where we
saw it happened in the third but not the fourth.”
Boston’s electrifying burst of second-half scoring
wiped out a 12-point Warriors advantage after the first
two quarters. After a superb Golden State defensive
performance in the first half, Boston had been restrict-
ed to just 39 points to trail 51-39 at the break.

But the Celtics flipped the switch after the interval,
erasing Golden State’s advantage in a matter of min-
utes with back-to-back Tatum three-pointers to get
within two at 51-49. Smart drained another three soon
afterwards to tie the game at 55-55 before Al Horford
rained in another triple-Boston’s eighth straight three-
pointer-to give the Celtics their first lead of the game
at 58-55. Boston would go on to lead by five points at
66-61 - a 17-point turnaround from half-time-but the
Warriors dug deep to respond. Poole’s buzzer-beating
three-pointer put the Warriors ahead 75-74 heading
into the final period. The Warriors regrouped in the
fourth quarter, Wiggins driving home a layup to launch
an unanswered 10-0 run by the home team that gave
Golden State a hefty 11-point advantage at 85-74.
From there the Warriors never looked like surrender-
ing the initiative and Wiggins would go on to score 10
points as the Warriors slammed the door to close out a
deserved win.— AFP

Warriors on brink of title
as Wiggins punishes Celtics

SAN FRANCISCO: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors brings the ball up court against the Boston
Celtics during Game Five of the 2022 NBA Finals on June 13, 2022.— AFP 

Warriors battle past Boston Celtics 104-94

KFH honors World
Jet Ski Champion
Burbayea 
KUWAIT: As part of Kuwait Finance House (KFH)’s
social responsibility and under the umbrella of the
Strategic Partners Initiative, KFH participated in the
ceremony held in Al-Hamra Tower to honor KFH’s
strategic partner and the World Jet Ski Champion,
Mohammed Burbayea for his third win as the Guinness
World Record Holder. 

The ceremony was held in the presence of Minister
of State for National Assembly Affairs and Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Mohammed Al-Rajhi,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior Lieutenant-
General Anwar Al-Barjas, President of Kuwait Olympic
Committee Sheikh Fahad Nasser Al-Sabah and the
representative of Guinness World Records. In his
speech at the ceremony, KFH’s Group DGM, Public
Relations and Media, Yousef Abdullah Al-Ruwaieh
highlighted the ongoing efforts of KFH to support
young Kuwaiti talents to succeed in reaching high
ranks of international competitions in different areas of
sports, social and cultural activities. 

Strategic partners program
He added “We are pleased to participate in the

honoring ceremony of world champion, Mohammed
Burbayea, who is one of the major members of the
Strategic Partners program exclusively launched by
KFH. Being a Guinness World Record holder for the
third time is a win for this program, and a major value
to Burbayea’s achievements. In this regard, Al-Ruwaieh
expressed KFH’s honor at Burbayea’s win, adding that
it is a global achievement for Kuwait. 

The world champion has won 25 gold medals dur-
ing his 14 years of participation in the World
Championship of International Jet Sports Boating
Association (IJSBA), with the sponsorship of KFH. Al-
Ruwaieh expressed his gratitude to the organizers,
indicating KFH prides itself on supporting many of
Kuwait’s distinguished achievers and champions to
secure the highest standards of success. He confirmed
that the unwavering support is part of the Bank’s social
responsibility and its efforts to promote the capabili-

ties of the society which help enhance Kuwait’s stand-
ing in all areas.

(You are our Pride) Platform
Al-Ruwaieh said that KFH is the first bank in

Kuwait to launch the platform (You Are Our Pride) to
honor distinguished people in various fields, stating
that Kuwaiti talents succeeded in reaping big awards
under this initiative in worldwide competitions.

Youth and Sports
Moreover, Al-Ruwaieh underlined KFH’s continuous

efforts in youth and sports as part of its sustainability
plan. The Bank has succeeded in launching qualitative
initiatives that embodied KFH’s strategy and leader-
ship in social responsibility and sustainability. In addi-
tion, the Bank has succeeded in bringing social initia-
tives to a new level of innovation utilizing technology
and other modern applications in collaboration with
the creative Kuwaiti youth as well as sponsoring many
sports initiatives under the (Better Health, Better Life)
theme. This confirms KFH’s keenness to encourage a
healthy lifestyle.

Burbayea
Under the long-term strategic partnership,

Burbayea thanked KFH for the sponsorship and con-
stant care, adding that the KFH’s support contributed
to his latest achievement. It is worth noting that
Mohammed Burbayea began his water sports journey
in 2006 in Kuwait Sea Club. In 2007, he participated
in the World Championship held in Arizona for the first
time, where he won first place from 2007 to 2021 with
a total number of 25 medals. 

Kuwait Federation 
honors players 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Federation (KTF) President Sheikh
Ahmad Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
board members honored Kuwait’s tennis players who
had excellent results lately in several international
events in appreciation of their efforts and as a motiva-
tion for them to continue their winning ways in coming
events. Kuwait’s players who participated in the Third
Gulf Games were also honored. The players include;
Essa Qabazard, Abdelhameed Jumaa, Bader Al-

Abdallah and Ali Al-Shatti.
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber also honored junior play-

ers like Mohammad Al-Awadhi who won the gold
medals of the singles and teams in the West Asia
2022 Championship that was held in Bahrain, and
Abdelrahman Al-Abdallah who won the doubles
gold and singles silver. National juniors team mem-
ber Mohammad Qally was also awarded. Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Jaber congratulated the players for their
achievements. 

Sheikh Ahmad asked players to exert their efforts
during training sessions at Rafa Nadal Academy
Kuwait in order to improve at the technical and physi-
cal levels. He congratulated Kuwait Olympic
Committee for the huge success in the Third Gulf
Games that was hosted by Kuwait recently. 

‘King’ Babar Azam 
wants WCup glory 
to fulfill his dreams
KARACHI: High-flying skipper Babar Azam hopes that
his extraordinary run-scoring can fire Pakistan to World
Cup glory-and in the process fulfill a childhood dream.
The 27-year-old is in the form of his life across the
three formats of international cricket and last week
became the first batsman to hit three consecutive cen-
turies on two separate occasions in ODIs. But Azam told
AFP that his prolific form will count for little if it does
not bring success at the T20 World Cup in October in
Australia and the 50-over showpiece in India next year.

“No doubt I am enjoying my form,” top-order bats-
man Azam, who is ranked number one in the world in
both ODI cricket and T20 internationals, said in emailed
comments. “But with this form my prime goal is to win
the two World Cups for Pakistan in the next one-and-a-
half years and if that happens I will feel that my runs are
worth gold.”

The man dubbed “King” featured in two junior
World Cups in 2010 and 2012, scoring most runs for his
country on both occasions, but Pakistan failed to win
the titles. Azam fired a match-winning hundred against
eventual runners-up New Zealand at the 2019 ODI
World Cup but Pakistan failed to qualify for the semi-
finals. They fell to eventual champions Australia in last
year’s T20 World Cup semi-finals in the United Arab
Emirates despite Azam again excelling with the bat.

Ball boy to star
Azam learnt the game in the streets and grounds of

Lahore at the age of 12. “When I started playing cricket
as a schoolboy the target was to play international
cricket for Pakistan, become the world’s top batsman in
such a manner that it helps my team to win all the titles,”
he said. His father Azam Siddique has always been his
number one fan and crucial support. “I was crazy about
cricket in my childhood and noticing that passion my
father backed me,” recalled Azam.

His grassroots journey to the top included being a
ball boy during a Pakistan-South Africa Test in Lahore
in 2007, when Azam’s dream came true when he saw his

idol AB de Villiers up close. “When I was a kid I used to
follow AB de Villiers,” said Azam of the South African
great regarded as one of the best batters in modern
cricket. “I liked the way he used to play the ball on the
up. It was delightful for me so I developed that and it
helps me get even with the bowlers.”

Azam attributes extensive preparation and belief to
his success. “Nowadays international cricket is so tough
and players are so skilled that if you don’t prepare well,
you can’t compete. “The first and foremost thing is that
you have to have belief in yourself and with that mindset
I get into the middle and bat with a positive and aggres-
sive intent. “I always want to dominate the opponents,
and that pays off. “When you score runs, not only the
world acknowledges and fans are enraptured, it also
motivates the whole team and they also aim to con-
tribute.”

Azam became all-format skipper in 2019, but rather
than weigh on him, he enjoys setting an example. “As
captain I want to take the challenge because I am at the
front. If I am in front, only then my team will follow me
and that is the same with run scoring,” he said. “If I am
scoring runs then other batters will follow and get
inspired, but there is always room for improvement so I
want to improve my finishing and that is important as
captain.”—AFP

Media giants buy 
IPL cricket rights 
for $6.2 billion
MUMBAI: India’s cricket board said Tuesday it has
sold the broadcast rights of the IPL tournament for the
next five seasons to global media giants for an eye-pop-
ping $6.2 billion. “IPL is now the 2nd most valued sport-
ing league in the world in terms of per match value!”
tweeted Jay Shah, Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) secretary, announcing the results of a hotly con-
tested three-day online auction. The amount paid for
the rights to one of the world’s most watched sports
contests dwarfs the $2.55 billion that Star India paid in
2017 for the previous five seasons to 2022. Star, owned
by US behemoth Disney, retained the domestic TV
rights for the coming five seasons of the annual two-
month competition from 2023 to 2027 for $3.01 billion,
the BCCI said. But the digital rights were auctioned off
for even more - $3.04 billion - reflecting the expecta-
tion that more people in India and abroad will watch the
matches on digital devices.

The buyer was Viacom18, a joint venture between
Reliance - owned by Indian tycoon Mukesh Ambani -
and US group Paramount Global as well as an invest-
ment group reportedly backed by James Murdoch. “So
digital turned out to be bigger than linear TV this sea-
son in #IPLMediaRights,” BCCI treasurer Arun Dhumal
wrote on Twitter. “I would like to thank all the partici-

pants for their interest in the best ‘Made in India’ sports
property!” Also sold were the international broadcast
rights, split between Viacom18 and the international arm
of India’s Times Group.

Big salaries
Attracting some of world cricket’s top stars with

bumper salaries, the pioneering IPL helped make
Twenty20 - a shorter format of the sport - hugely pop-
ular, attracting hundreds of millions of viewers and
spawning copycat events worldwide. Last season it
expanded to include 10 franchises battling it out in 74
matches, climaxing in a final in the world’s biggest crick-
et stadium in Ahmedabad in front of 105,000 fans - and
millions more watching on television and smartphones.
Also in the auction for the rights was Japan’s Sony,
which televised the IPL for the first 10 years after its
inception in 2008. Jeff Bezos’s Amazon, which has spent
hundreds of millions of dollars on rights for European
soccer and American football, had earlier reportedly
shown interest in the IPL but pulled out.

Asia’s richest
The deal is a major win for Ambani, Asia’s richest

man with a net worth according to Forbes of $97.6
bil l ion who is reputedly a confidante of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Reliance’s multi-billion-dol-
lar fortune was made in oil and petrochemicals busi-
nesses, but it has diversified into new areas including
telecoms, retail and renewable energy in recent years.
Reliance shook up the Indian telecom sector with the
launch of Jio in 2016 with ultra-cheap data and calls,
forcing several competitors to throw in the towel
after years of losses.—AFP

MULTAN: In this file photo, Pakistan’s captain Babar
Azam plays a shot during the first one-day internation-
al (ODI) cricket match between Pakistan and West
Indies in Multan. — AFP


