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KUWAIT: Jordan and Kuwait players go for a header during the Asia Cup qualifiers on Tuesday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh 

By Chidi Emmanuel 
 
KUWAIT: Jordan maintained their 100 percent 
record in the Asia Cup qualifiers as they claimed 
a hard-fought  3-0 victory over Kuwait  on 
Tuesday. Jordan’s convincing victory confirmed 
that they are the best team in Group A as they 

booked their place in next year’s AFC Asian Cup. 
This follows a 2-0 win over Nepal.  

The Jordanian team took control of the match 
held at Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium. 
With this result, Jordan have qualified for the 
AFC Asian Cup for the fourth time in a row while 
Kuwait, champions in 1980, missed out on two 

consecutive editions for the first time in their his-
tory, having previously only failed to qualify in 
1992, 2007 and 2019.  

Jordan’s first chance came just before the 
quarter-hour mark as winger Mousa Al-Taamari 
embarked on a solo run from the right and into 
the Kuwaiti net, but his final touch, a lobbed fin-

ish attempt with his right passed across the 
mouth of  goal  and behind for  a  goal  k ick. 
Jordan’s Ali Alwan scored the first goal in the 
62nd minute to put them ahead. Two more goals 
by Mahmoud Al-Mardhi and Noureddin Al-
Rawabdah in the final minutes of the match 
sealed the victory for the Jordanians. 

Jordan overwhelm Kuwait 3-0

KUWAIT: Kuwait Winter Games Club announced 
that it has obtained membership in the International 
Skating Union (ISU) after fulfilling all sports, techni-
cal and administrative requirements, foremost of 
which was the establishment of local competitions 
and participation in several continental and interna-
tional tournaments. 

In a statement to KUNA Tuesday, Fahad Al-Ajmi, 
the club’s head, said that the club received the 
approval to join from its international counterpart, 
which is based in Lausanne, after the approval of 
the ISU Congress that held its meeting in Thailand 

from June 11-12. ISU’s 
approval will grow this 
game for girls in the 
country with opportuni-
ties in gaining experi-
ences through interna-
tional participation, as 
they will participate more 
after this accession in the 
most vital international 
tournaments, he 
explained. 

He valued the efforts 
of Kuwait Olympic 
Committee in facilitating 
the club joining ISU, 
which comes within the framework of the commit-
tee’s support for sports federations and specialized 
clubs, underlining the club’s keenness to develop its 
five games such as ice hockey and skating. - KUNA 

Kuwait Winter  
Games Club gets  
ISU membership

Fahad Al-Ajmi

OSAKA: Tunisia stepped up their World Cup 
preparations with a 3-0 win over Japan in Osaka on 
Tuesday to finish first in the four-team Kirin Cup 
tournament. Mohamed Ali Ben Romdhane scored a 
penalty 10 minutes into the second half before 
Ferjani Sassi and Ali Maaloul scored to round off an 
impressive victory for the North Africans. 

Tunisia have been drawn with France, Denmark 
and Australia in World Cup Group D and they can 
reflect on a productive trip to Japan this month after 
also beating Chile 2-0 in last Friday’s semi-final. 
Tunisia and Japan, who are also bound for Qatar, 
both struggled to create clear-cut chances in a tight 
first half. Japan forward Takumi Minamino could only 
manage a fresh-air shot when the ball dropped invit-
ingly to him in the box midway through the first half. 

Daichi Kamada was guilty of an even worse miss 
when he slid in at the back post 10 minutes later 
with the goal at his mercy. Minamino put the ball 
into the net at the end of the first half, only for the 
linesman to flag him for offside. Tunisia made Japan 
pay 10 minutes after the restart when Anis Ben 
Slimane released Taha Yassine Khenissi into the box 
and Maya Yoshida took him down with a poorly 
timed challenge. Romdhane stepped up and 
smashed the penalty past goalkeeper Daniel 
Schmidt. 

Japan then handed Tunisia a second when a 
defensive mix-up between Yoshida and Ko Itakura 
let Youssef Msakni steal into the box, and Sassi was 
in position to finish off his pass. Maaloul put the 
icing on the cake for Tunisia when he made it three 
after a break on the counter in injury time. In the 
day’s earlier game between beaten semi-finalists, 
Ghana beat Chile 3-1 on penalties after a 0-0 draw. 
Ghana, who have also qualified for the World Cup, 
finished the game with nine men after Alidu Seidu 
and Mubarak Wakaso were sent off. —AFP

Tunisia stun Japan  
to win Kirin Cup

OSAKA PREFECTURE: Tunisia’s players and officials celebrate with the trophy after their victory in the Kirin Cup 
football final match between Japan and Tunisia at the Panasonic stadium in Suita on June 14, 2022. — AFP 

LIVERPOOL: Jurgen Klopp said Liverpool had shown 
“decisiveness and ambition in equal measure” to land 
Darwin Nunez for a fee that could rise to a club-record 
100 million euros (£85 million, $105 million). The 
Champions League finalists have splashed an initial 75 
million euros on the 22-year-old, with an extra 25 million 
in performance-related add-ons according to figures 
released by Benfica. 

That could take Nunez’s move beyond the £75 mil-
lion Liverpool paid for Virgil Van Dijk in January 2018 
and make him the fifth most expensive transfer in 
Premier League history. The Uruguayan scored 34 goals 
in 41 appearances last season, including twice against 
Liverpool in the Champions League quarter-finals. 

“This is super news, really super news,” Klopp told 
the Liverpool website. “I’m very grateful to everyone at 
the club for making it happen. We’ve shown decisive-
ness and ambition in equal measure. “Darwin is a won-
derful player; already really good but so much potential 
to get even better. “That’s why it’s so exciting, to be 
honest. His age, his desire, his hunger to be even better 
than he currently is. His belief in our project and what 
we are looking to do as a club.” 

Liverpool narrowly missed an unprecedented 
quadruple of trophies last season. Klopp’s men lifted the 
League Cup and FA Cup, but lost out on the Premier 

League title to Manchester City by one point and were 
beaten 1-0 by Real Madrid in the Champions League 
final. And Nunez said he wants to write himself into the 
club’s storied history. “I’m really happy and delighted to 
be here at Liverpool. It’s a massive club,” said Nunez. 
“When I arrived at the training ground, I was really sur-
prised to see the set-up and the structure and all the 
trophies here. 

“You can then imagine yourself winning more tro-
phies and then later on when you come here again and 
see the trophies on display, you can say, ‘Look, I was a 
part of that, I was there at that time, winning trophies’. 
“That’s one of the reasons why I came here to Liverpool 
- to win trophies and titles.” — AFP 

Liverpool and Nunez  
seal $105 million deal

Uruguayan forward Darwin Nunez 


