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News in brief

Ghanem sends pensioners’ 
KD 3,000 grant law to govt

Assembly says power cut automatic after protesting opposition MPs complain 
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem sent to the govern-
ment on Wednesday a law passed by the 
Assembly to give a grant of KD 3,000 to 
all retired Kuwaitis. The move comes in 
order to speed up the payment of the 
handout, which can be done only after HH 
the Amir signs the legislation for it to 
become effective. 

In his letter to caretaker Prime Minister 
HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, the 
speaker vowed to continue to work for the 
benefit of retired people, adding he will 
leave insignificant matters to others, allud-
ing to a number of opposition MPs who 
boycotted the Assembly session on 

Tuesday that passed the law, which will 
benefit some 160,000 pensioners. The 
Public Institution for Social Security, the 
agency that looks after pensioners, said it 
was ready and prepared to deposit the 
grant in the accounts of retired people as 
soon as the government approves the law. 

Meanwhile, a group calling themselves 
the Diwaniyas of Kuwait, called on MPs 
and the government on Wednesday to 
reach a compromise to lift Kuwait out of 
lingering disputes that have plunged the 
country into a deep political crisis. The 
group urged the two sides in a statement 
to work together to salvage Kuwait’s 
democracy and resolve all outstanding 
issues between the two bodies to be able 
to serve the interests of the country. 

As many as 17 opposition MPs contin-
ued on Wednesday their open and indefi-
nite sit-in protest in the National 
Assembly building to protest against pre-
venting the Assembly from holding ses-
sions. Some of the lawmakers, who are 
sleeping in their assembly offices, com-
plained that electricity and air-condition-
ing was cut off from their offices and 
people were stopped from visiting them. 
But the Secretariat General of the 
National Assembly said the lights are 
programmed to go off in the MPs’ office 
building to save power after working 
hours. This system has been in effect 
since the opening of the building in 2016 
on the instructions of the ministry of elec-
tricity and water.

MoH: Health situation stable
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti health authori-
ties said Wednesday that despite an 
increase in COVID-19 infections, 
the health situation in Kuwait 
remains stable, and taking precau-
tionary measures will reduce the 
chances of infection. Health Ministry 
Spokesman Abdullah Al-Sanad said 
the recent increase in COVID-19 
infections around the world and in 
the Gulf region including Kuwait 
should not cause any alarm in the 
country, adding that none of the 
COVID patients in Kuwait are under 
intensive care. 

Dr Sanad said there is coordina-
tion with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) concerning the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

 He called on the public to take 
precautionary measures to reduce 
the chances of infection, saying 
individuals with respiratory symp-
toms should self-isolate, children 
should not go to summer clubs, 
and people traveling abroad need 
to avoid enclosed or crowded 
spaces. The Kuwaiti government 
lifted all COVID-19 restrictions in 
May. — Agencies 

Saudi seizes rainbow toys 
 
RIYADH: Saudi officials are seizing rainbow-
colored toys and articles of clothing from shops 
in the capital as part of a crackdown on homo-
sexuality. Targeted items include rainbow-col-
ored bows, skirts, hats and pencil cases, accord-
ing to a report broadcast by Al-Ekhbariya news 
channel. “We are giving a tour of the items that 
contradict the Islamic faith and public morals 
and promote homosexual colors targeting the 
younger generation,” says an official from the 
commerce ministry. Gesturing towards a rain-
bow flag, a journalist says: “The homosexuality 
flag is present in one of the Riyadh markets.” 
The colors send a “poisoned message” to chil-
dren, the report says. — AFP

8 dead in Iran party fire 
 
TEHRAN: Four children were among eight peo-
ple who died of smoke inhalation after fire tore 
through an underground restaurant hosting a 
birthday party outside Tehran. The blaze broke 
out on Tuesday evening in the town of Andisheh 
west of the capital. County prosecutor Hamid 
Asgari said the blaze quickly spread throughout 
the restaurant. “All the fixtures and fittings... 
were flammable,” he said. — AFP 

Netflix seeks ‘Squid Game’ recruits 
 
PARIS: Want to play “Squid Game” for real? 
Netflix is looking for recruits to compete for 
millions of dollars - and even promises not to 
have you violently murdered if you lose. “With 
the largest cast in reality TV history, 456 real 
players will enter the game in pursuit of a life-
changing cash prize of $4.56 million,” the 
streaming platform said on a site set up to look 
for candidates. — AFP (See Page 11)

GAZA: Palestinian corn vendor Muhammad Mukhaimer, 26, dressed in a 
mouse costume, enlivens his stall named "Uncle Mimi's corn" while serv-
ing young customers at the beach in Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip, on 
June 13, 2022.— AFP

GAZA: Four out of five children in 
Gaza suffer from emotional distress, 
Save the Children said Wednesday, 15 
years after the Zionist entity slapped a 
strict blockade on the Palestinian ter-
ritory. The Zionist entity imposed the 
measure in June 2007, as fighters of 
the Islamist Hamas movement took 
control of the densely populated 
enclave. The Zionist entity and Egypt 
continue to severely restrict the flow 
of people and materials in and out. 

In a report called “Trapped”, 

Britain-based Save the Children said 
the mental health of Gazan children 
has continued to deteriorate. Since 
2018, the number reporting symptoms 
of “depression, grief and fear”, had 
risen from 55 percent to 80 percent, 
the report said. Save the Children’s 
director for the occupied Palestinian 
territories, Jason Lee said: “The chil-
dren we spoke to for this report 
described living in a perpetual state of 
fear, worry, sadness  and grief, waiting 
for the next round of violence to 
erupt, and feeling unable to sleep or 
concentrate.” 

“The physical evidence of their 
distress - bedwetting, loss of ability to 
speak or to complete basic tasks - is 
shocking and should serve as a wake-
up call to the international  
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Most Gaza kids 
suffer ‘distress’ 
over blockade

ISLAMABAD: An employee pours tea for customers at a restaurant on June 15, 
2022. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani minister 
has caused a storm in a teacup by urg-
ing citizens to cut back on drinking 
“chai” as a way to preserve foreign 
currency that pays to import the leaves 
used in brewing the popular beverage. 
Pakistan is the world’s biggest importer 
of tea - known locally as “chai” - with 
the latest government figures showing 
it pays over $515 million a year to bring 
in the commodity, mostly from Kenya. 

The country is suffering a long-
brewing economic crisis, however, with 

dwindling foreign reserves used to pay 
crippling debt. “I would also appeal to 
the nation to cut down one or two cups 
of tea because the tea we import is also 
imported on credit,” Ahsan Iqbal, min-
ister for planning and development, 
said Tuesday. 

Pakistanis drink tea in many forms - 
black, green, hot, cold, sweet, salted 
and spiced - but the most popular is 
made by brewing the leaves in boiled 
sweetened milk. Iqbal’s comments 
prompted outrage Wednesday on 
social media and in tea rooms across 
the country. “Why should we reduce 
the use of tea... we drink at our own 
expense, we don’t drink with govern-
ment money,” said Jan Muhammad, 45, 
a truck driver who says he drinks 
between 15 to 20 cups a day. 
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BAGHDAD: Five years ago, Iraqi taxi 
driver Osama Mohammed would 
make about six trips a day across 
Baghdad. Today, traffic is so bad he 
feels lucky to do three. “The first thing 
you see in the morning is traffic jams,” 

said 40-year-old Mohammed, 
describing his “exhaustion” at the 
stop-and-go traffic he endures across 
the sprawling capital. 

It has become so bad that he now 
often turns down fares. “It is better to 
forget about it because you will spend 
two hours on the road,” he said. “Your 
day will end in traffic jams.” Experts 
point at many reasons for the growing 
chaos: A post-war mini boom has 
brought more people and more cars, 
while the war-battered infrastructure 
has barely changed. 

Security checkpoints still add to 
the gridlock, a legacy of the years of 
war and sectarian conflict when 
Baghdad was rocked by frequent car 
bombings. Most importantly, political 
paralysis and a state sector hobbled 
by widespread corruption have 
snarled road and rail projects that 
could bring relief. 

In a city of eight million, the num-
ber of vehicles has surged from 
350,000 before 2007 to over 2.5 mil-
lion today, said Baghdad municipality 
spokesman Mohammed Al-Rubaye. 

The research group Future of Iraq 
estimates that the fuel each vehicle 
wastes daily by idling in Baghdad 
traffic jams is equivalent to driving 20 
km. The problem intensifies air pollu-
tion in a country already struggling 
with more frequent sandstorms, a 
trend linked to climate change, and 
blistering summer heat that peaks 
above 50 degrees Celsius. 

Baghdad’s roadside concrete blast 
walls may have largely gone, but 
decades of war have left a legacy of 
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Qatar to house fans in tents 
 
DOHA: Qatar hopes to house some of the 1.2 
million fans expected to attend the FIFA World 
Cup later this year in 1,000 ‘traditional tents’,, 
organizers said on Tuesday. The tents will be 
supplied with water, electricity and drainage 
systems, but no air conditioning during its mod-
erate winters. — AFP (See Page 16) 


