
KUWAIT: Boursa Kuwait and 
the Kuwait Clearing Company 
(KCC) organized a blood dona-
tion drive on Monday, June 13, 
2022, in collaboration with the 
Central Blood Bank - Kuwait 
(KCBB). The initiative was held 
at the Boursa Kuwait premises 
to help commemorate World 
Blood Donor Day and raise 
awareness to the importance of 
voluntary donations, as well as 
highlight the important role each 
and every one of us can play in 
saving lives. The blood drive was 
part of the exchange’s Corporate 
Sustainability initiatives to cre-
ate a lasting meaningful impact 
on the community where it oper-
ates and is in line with Goal 3 - 
Good Health and Well-Being - 
and Goal 17 - Partnership for the 
Goals - of the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

A World Health Organization 
initiative, World Blood Donor 
Day takes place on June 14 each 
year, and was created to raise 
global awareness of the need for 

safe blood and blood products 
for transfusion; highlight the 
critical contribution voluntary, 
unpaid blood donors make to 
national health systems; as well 
as support national blood trans-
fusion services, blood donor 
organizations and other non-
governmental organizations in 
strengthening and expanding 
their voluntary blood donor pro-
grams by reinforcing national 
and local campaigns. The day 
also provides an opportunity to 
call to action governments and 
national health authorities to 
provide adequate resources to 
increase the collection of blood 
from voluntary, unpaid blood 
donors and to manage access to 
blood and the transfusion of 
those who require it. 

For 2022, the World Blood 
Donor Day slogan is “Donating 
blood is an act of solidarity. Join 
the effort and save lives” and 
aims to draw attention to the 
roles that voluntary blood dona-
tions play in saving lives and 

enhancing solidarity within com-
munities. The objectives of this 
year’s campaign include thanking 
blood donors in the world and 
create wider public awareness of 
the need for regular, unpaid 
blood donation; highlighting the 
need for committed, year-round 
blood donation, to maintain ade-
quate supplies and achieve uni-
versal and timely access to safe 
blood transfusion; recognizing 
and promoting the values of vol-
untary unpaid blood donation in 

enhancing community solidarity 
and social cohesion; as well as 
raising awareness of the need for 
increased investment from gov-
ernments to build a sustainable 
and resilient national blood sys-
tem and increase collection from 
voluntary non-remunerated 
blood donors. 

Boursa Kuwait’s Corporate 
Sustainability strategy stipulates 
ensuring initiatives apply and fall 
in line with the company’s cor-
porate social responsibil ity 

(CSR), industry best practice 
standards and investor expecta-
tions, creating strong and sus-
tainable partnerships that ulti-
mately achieve success and 
allow Boursa Kuwait to leverage 
the capabilities and strengths of 
other companies or organiza-
tions that have experience in dif-
ferent fields, and integrating sus-
tainability efforts with the com-
pany culture, in order to achieve 
longevity and an ongoing impact 
that is carried on and instilled in 

the day-to-day operations of the 
stock exchange.  

As part of the strategy, Boursa 
Kuwait has launched many initia-
tives in partnership with local 
and international organizations, 
focusing on support for non-
governmental organizations and 
charity programs, financial litera-
cy and capital market awareness, 
the empowerment of women, 
environmental protection as well 
as safety and preventive meas-
ures against COVID-19.  

By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: Under the patronage of the Minister of 
Health Dr Khaled Al-Saeed, the first pediatric stem 
cell transplant conference in Kuwait (KPSCTC) 
opened on Wednesday. On behalf of the minister, 
Secretary-General of the Kuwait Institute for 
Medical Specializations (KIMS) Dr Fawaz Al-Rifai 

said there is wide interest on the part of the 
Ministry of Health in the field of pediatrics, oncol-
ogy and cell transplantation, stressing that KIMS 
is working to make Kuwait an internationally-
accredited center for stem cell transplants. 

Rifai added that the conference is an unprece-
dented event of its kind after efforts were made 
over the past years by conducting many stem cell 
transplants, hoping for more achievements to pro-
vide this service to children in need. Dr Sondus 
Al-Sharidah, Chairperson and Director of 
Pediatric SCT program in Kuwait, and Head of 
Pediatric SCT unit in NBK’s Specialized Hospital 
for Children, highlighted the launch of the pedi-
atric transplant and cellular therapy unit and the 
Kuwaiti experience in this field. 

“Hematopoietic cell transplantation (HCT) is 
an advanced therapeutic intervention for malig-
nant and non-malignant conditions, often for 
critically ill patients. The establishment of an 
HCT program requires the efforts of experienced 
and appropriately trained personnel to lead the 
program,” she explained. Sharidah noted that for 
the newly-started Kuwaiti pediatric program, it is 
essential to identify minimal requirements for 
establishing the pediatric HCT unit in order to 
optimize resource utilization as well as maintain 
patient safety, adding the children’s transplant 
unit  was launched in  Oct  2020 during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“In hematopoietic cell transplantation, patient 

and disease characteristics including age, comor-
bidities and disease status must be considered. 
The dose intensity of the pre-HCT conditioning 
varies between MAC, RTC, RIC, and NMA treat-
ment models. Also, it may include irradiation, 
chemotherapy, serotherapy, monoclonal antibod-
ies and targeted therapy, which varies in different 
malignancies and types of donors,” she explained. 

Regarding Kuwait’s experience, she revealed 

that 25 pediatric HCTs were performed between 
October 2020 and June 2022. Sharidah said there 
will be plans in the future for starting several 
services including the NBK stem cell process lab, 
TBI, accreditation, membership with international 
bodies, cellular therapy, CAR T cell and CAAR T 
therapy, gene therapy and starting KNSC registry 
for matched unrelated donor (MUD) hematopoiet-
ic stem cell transplantation. 
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Kuwait seeks int’l recognition 
in stem cell transplantation

Twenty-five pediatric HCTs performed between October 2020 and June 2022

KUWAIT: Health ministry officials pose for a group picture with children who have had stem cell transplant procedures, and their families. — KUNA photos

Secretary-General of the Kuwait Institute for Medical 
Specializations (KIMS) Dr Fawaz Al-Rifai speaks 
during the conference.

Dr Sondus Al-Sharidah, Chairperson and Director of 
Pediatric SCT program in Kuwait, makes her 
address. 
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KUWAIT: Official sources explained to Kuwait 
Times ambiguities in the new residency law, affirming 
that it does not scrap the kafeel (sponsor) system, 
rather certain groups including investors and chil-
dren of Kuwaiti women will get residency permit for 
up to 15 years. “Studies regarding this issue did not 
reach a clear view about self-sponsorship by resi-
dents regardless of their job or academic qualifica-
tions,” the sources said. They said talk about can-
celling the kafeel system in some Gulf countries is 
not true; rather it is to find a kafeel in a different 
form, and this is what will happen in Kuwait. 

“The kafeel system will remain, but the presence 
of the Public Authority of Manpower when signing 

the contract with the employee will be strong and 
clear through supervising the contract and its con-
tents and authenticity, with the sponsor giving cer-
tain undertakings. If he does not comply with it, he 
will face penalties, in addition to the worker’s com-
mitment to what is in his contract, otherwise he will 
be deported,” the sources told Kuwait Times. They 
said this aims to prevent iqama trade, control work-
ers the marketplace does not need and maintain 
government plans with regards to the population 
structure. 

“The cornerstone of the new foreigners’ resi-
dency law is to remedy the wrong situation of 
loose laborers in Kuwait, which constitutes the 
largest number of expats in Kuwait. They pose a 
security risk, and most of them are in violation of 
the residency law. This forced decision makers to 
place this issue on top of the priorities that need 
to be decided,” sources said. They said PAM will 
be present strongly to guarantee that bringing in 
workers to Kuwait will rely on the quality of their 
academic degrees and the number of workers 
needed. 

Residency law 
amendments won’t 
scrap kafeel system

KUWAIT: The health ministry has begun early 
preparations for winter vaccinations, and is 
awaiting the arrival of shipments of vaccines in 
October and November after supervisory 
authorities approved their contracts and agreed 
to make them available without delay, sources 
told Kuwait Times. Vaccinations will be given to 
all, contrary to the past two years of the coron-
avirus pandemic, when jabs were limited to 
Kuwaitis and those with prior appointments. 

Official sources said the vaccines will be 

enough for all those who need them, both citi-
zens and residents, and will be given first at cer-
tain health centers. There will be two or three 
centers in each governorate, which is expected 
to make things easier and avoid crowding, and if 
it is necessary to open additional centers, the 
ministry can do so. 

Sources said winter vaccinations will be given 
to all and will not be limited to a certain nation-
ality. Inoculations will start with children and the 
elderly, then will be given to all. They said the 
Health Ministry will announce the procedures 
later, and the vaccinations will be for flu and 
pneumonia. In other news, the sources told 
Kuwait Times that the Health Ministry extended 
the objection period for two more weeks for 
those not receiving the frontliners’ rewards but 
believe they deserve it. 

Ministry begins 
early preparations 
for winter vaccines


