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KUWAIT: Kuwait has among the highest prices 
for hajj in the Gulf, with hajj tour operators charg-
ing up to KD 7,000 per pilgrim. This led hundreds 
of citizens who want to perform hajj to travel to 
Saudi Arabia to register with local hajj campaigns 
there at prices of only KD 50 to KD 290, with KD 
900 being the highest price. 

Kuwait Times spoke to hajj tour operators to 
learn more about the reasons behind the steep 

increase in prices. Khaled Abdulrahman, a hajj 
campaign employee, stressed prices in Saudi 
Arabia have increased more than ever. “Value 
added tax was hiked recently by the Saudi author-
ities, while hotels doubled their prices compared 
to before the pandemic. The Saudi hajj organizing 
company also increased prices threefold,” he said. 

Despite these reasons, pilgrims have expressed 
their dissatisfaction with the price hikes by hajj 
campaigns on social media. “Prices depend on the 
hotel’s rating and the operator’s services. For 5-star 
hotels, a triple room costs KD 3,750 for each pil-
grim, while before it was KD 2,000 to KD 2,400,” 
Abdulrahman said. 

“If pilgrims want to upgrade their hajj trip and 

enjoy special service, such as reserving a room 
adjacent to Al-Haram, the prices will be higher. 
Before the pandemic, VIP rooms were between 
KD 7,000 and KD 8,000, but today the rate is 
around KD 5,000 for 5-star hotels,” he said. But 
he pointed out that Kuwait also provides hajj 
tours at a lower cost, at around KD 1,650 per pil-
grim, with basic services only. 

 
One million pilgrims 

Regarding the number of Kuwaiti pilgrims, 
Abdulrahman said: “In order to reduce crowd-
ing, Saudi authorities took a decision to cap the 
hajj season at only one million pilgrims, com-
pared to 2.5 million in 2019. Saudi Arabia allows 
every country to send only their own citizens 
through the hajj campaigns, and sets a fixed 
number for each country. Kuwait’s share is only 
3,600 pilgrims.” Kuwait had earlier submitted a 
request to Saudi Arabia to increase the number 
of pilgrims, but no response has been received 
until now, according to the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs. 

“Due to the reduction in the number of pilgrims 
this year by Saudi authorities, the cost of hajj 
increased automatically in order to cover the 
expenses of the campaigns,” Assad Ahmad, anoth-
er hajj campaign employee, told Kuwait Times. 
“Before the pandemic, each hajj campaign com-
prised of 100 pilgrims, while today the number 
cannot exceed more than 41 people due to social 
distancing procedures,” he said. 

“Value added tax has increased to 15 percent in 
Saudi Arabia, which definitely affected the hajj 
season, while hotels have separate taxes, which 
also increased by 10 percent recently, which means 
the total amount will double,” Ahmad said. “After a 
pause in hajj tours for almost two years due to the 
pandemic and the increase in prices in Saudi 

Arabia, the campaigns raised their prices by KD 
700 to KD 800 for each pilgrim, in addition to the 
increase in charges at Arafat and Mina by around 
KD 400,” Ahmad added. 

 
Taking advantage 

He pointed out that most airlines are taking 
advantage of the hajj season. “The prices of tickets 
during the hajj season increase every year. While 
airfare during regular days to Jeddah is around KD 
60 roundtrip, tickets during hajj rise to around KD 
350, a more than 500 percent hike,” Ahmad said, 
adding prices at hajj operators in Kuwait can be 
considered as one of the cheapest compared to 
other countries in terms of services provided. 

Ahmad told Kuwait Times that irrespective of 
the type of services provided for pilgrims by hajj 
campaigns, the 30 percent profit margin set by the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs in Kuwait 
remains in place and will not be reduced even if the 
services are fewer than those offered by other 
campaigns. 

Kuwait Times contacted the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs on the sharp increase in prices 
of hajj campaigns but received no response, while 
the Hajj and Umrah Campaign Union refused to 
give a statement. However, the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs issued a statement on Tuesday 
denying price violations by Kuwaiti hajj campaigns 
and stressed it is continuously monitoring prices. 
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Kuwait hajj operators charge up to KD 5,000 per pilgrim

KUWAIT: Muslim pilgrims circle around the Kaaba at the Grand Mosque in the Saudi holy city of Makkah in this 
file photo. — AFP
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NEW YORK: Rehab Boresly, the candidate of 
Kuwait, was elected as member of the UN 
Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD). The ballot, held on Tuesday as 
part of the 15th Conference of States Parties to the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (COSP-15) at the UN Headquarters in 
New York, resulted in Boresly winning 150 votes, or 
82.4 percent of the total 182 votes. Coming second 
to the frontrunner candidate of Mexico who got 151 
votes, she will serve a four-year term in the CRPD 
(2022-2026). Speaking to the press after the polls, 
Boresly expressed joy for the outcome of the vote, 
which “materializes the eminent status and leading 
role of the State of Kuwait on the global scale.” 

“Kuwait has a trailblazing experience in the 
humanitarian action, notably the care for persons 
with disability,” she pointed out. Boresly dedicated 
“today’s important achievement” to His Highness the 
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as well 
as the government and people of Kuwait. She also 
thanked the Kuwaiti government and non-govern-
ment bodies, which contributed to the bright and 
noble picture of Kuwait at the current UN forum, 
including the Kuwaiti Society for Guardians of the 
Disabled, Al-Tamooh sport club of persons with 
intellectual disabilities, the Public Authority for 

Sport, and the Public 
Authority for 
Disability Affairs. 
Boresly vowed to exert 
relentless effort during 
her tenure in the 
CRPD to enhance care 
for persons with dis-
ability and reflect the 
ambitious vision of 
Kuwait set forth in Act 
No. 8 (2010) and the 
candidacy file present-
ed to the Committee. 
She appreciated the 
support of the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and the successful lobbying effort by the 
Permanent Mission of the State of Kuwait to the 
United Nations led by Permanent Representative 
Mansour Ayyad Al-Otaibi. 

Meanwhile, Ambassador Otaibi congratulated 
Boresly on her election to the Committee, 
expressing gratitude for the States Parties to the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. “Congratulations to #Kuwait’s candi-
date Rehab Boresly on her election to the 
Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) for the term 2023-2026! 
Thank you to Member States for their support,” 
he wrote on the Permanent Mission’s Twitter 
account. Boresly, who holds a bachelor’s degree in 
politics and a master degree in information sys-
tems, serves as chairperson of the boards of Al-
Tamooh sport club of persons with intellectual 
disabilities and Kuwaiti Society for Guardians of 
the Disabled.— KUNA 
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KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil went up by 
$2.98 to $123.03 per barrel on Tuesday as opposed 
to $120.05 pb the day before, Kuwait Petroleum 

Corporation (KPC) said Wednesday. The price of 
the Brent crude globally went down by $1.10 to 
$121.17 per barrel, the same occurred to the West 
Texas Intermediate, which went down by $2.00 to 
$118.93 pb. The Price of OPEC’s basket of oils rose 
by $3.7 to reach $123.73 per barrel on Tuesday 
against $120.66 pb on Monday. Bulletin of the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
said on Wednesday the annual average rate of the 

crudes’ basket, last year, reached $69.89 pb. The 
OPEC+ alliance countries agreed on June 2 to 
increase their production by 648,000 barrels for 
July and August. The current additional quantities 
are exceeding the previously agreed monthly 
increases of 432,000 barrel per day, a statement 
issued by OPEC+ alliance countries said. OPEC+ 
countries are set to hold a meeting on June 30, 
2022, to follow up on market conditions. — KUNA

Kuwait oil price up 
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MUSCAT: The Federation of GCC Chambers Council 
held Wednesday its 58th meeting in the Omani Capital, 
Muscat, with participation of a delegation from Kuwait 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry headed by the 
Chambers’ General Director Mohammad Al-Saqr. In a 
statement, the Kuwait Chamber said the participating del-
egation included office member Osama Al-Nasf, board 
member Fahd Al-Dabbous, general director Rabah Al-
Rabah, assistant general director Imad Al-Zaid and direc-
tor of public relations Khaled Al-Manea. The chamber 
said that prior to the meeting, the heads of the chambers 
met with the Secretary-General of the GCC Council Dr 
Nayef Al-Hajraf, where several issues related to the Gulf 
private sector were discussed; a happening that will 
strengthen ways of cooperation between them.  

One of the most important matters that was discussed 
was issuance of a unified guide for citizens of the GCC 
countries to invest in the GCC countries, which includes 
special conditions and procedures for imports and 
exports process between the GCC countries. They also 
discussed role of the Gulf private sector in searching for 
alternative resources for basic products in light of the 
expected food crisis as a result of the Russian-Ukrainian 
military conflict, added the statement. The chamber indi-

cated in its statement effects of inflation resulting from 
high oil prices and tense conditions globally and their 
repercussions on economic and commercial activity 
among the GCC countries and the need to adopt coordi-
nated economic policies among the GCC countries. 

Furthermore, they discussed necessity of concluding a 
free trade agreement between the GCC countries and 
India, especially considering current food crisis in the 
world, while the General Secretariat of the Federation of 
Gulf Chambers underlined importance of directing support 
to encourage the Gulf private sector to increase investment 
in agriculture and food industries. The participants in the 
meeting expressed their willingness to cooperate with the 
Gulf private sector and seek establishing the desired Gulf 
unity by 2025. The council adopted the annual report, 
which included the economic harvest of the GCC countries 
by knowing the expected performance on the prospects of 
economic performance in the GCC countries during the 
period from 2020 to 2023, in addition to studies and eco-
nomic reports that dealt with the expected future effects of 
Coronavirus pandemic on Gulf private sector.  

The meeting dealt with strengthening the relationship 
of the General Secretariat of the Union with Gulf organi-
zations, bodies, institutions and centers by holding eco-
nomic activities, most importantly the 3rd session of the 
Jordanian Gulf Communication Forum. It is scheduled to 
be held from 27 to 28 September, in addition to the 
establishment of the Gulf Economic Forum in its 2nd ses-
sion in the Emirate of Ras Al-Khaima will be held on 
November 2-3. The Council was also informed of the 
postponement of the first Swiss Gulf Economic Forum 
and Exhibition, scheduled to be held on June 28-29, until 
further notice. — KUNA
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