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LONDON, United Kingdom: Children gather with protestors outside the Home Office in central London on June 13, 2022, to demonstrate against the UK government’s intention to deport asylum-seekers to Rwanda. — AFP

LONDON: Furious Conservatives called on 
Britain’s government Wednesday to abandon a 
European human rights pact after a judge dramati-
cally blocked its plan to fly asylum-seekers to 
Rwanda. The last-gasp intervention by the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) forced the 
government to abandon the first flight, after the 
number of claimants aboard had already been whit-
tled down by legal challenges in the UK. 

Cabinet member Therese Coffey said the gov-
ernment was “surprised and disappointed” at the 
ruling late Tuesday, but echoed interior minister 
Priti Patel in vowing that preparations would pro-
ceed for the next flight. “And we will continue to 
prepare and try and overturn any future legal chal-
lenges as well,” Coffey told Sky News. 

The ECHR is unrelated to the European Union, 
which Britain left in January 2020. But Tory back-
benchers, fresh from rebelling in large numbers 
against Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s leadership, 
said the ruling infringed on British sovereignty. 
“Yes, let’s withdraw from European Court of Human 
Rights and stop their meddling in British law,” MP 
Andrea Jenkyns tweeted, echoing others in the par-
ty and banner headlines in right-wing newspapers. 

The European convention was enshrined in UK 

law in 1998 by the Labour government of Tony 
Blair. It notably underpins the Good Friday 
Agreement of the same year, which brought peace 
to Northern Ireland after three decades of blood-

shed. 
Johnson’s government is already on a collision 

course with the EU over post-Brexit trading rules 
for Northern Ireland, and critics allege it is picking 
a separate fight over asylum-seekers after a series 
of electorally damaging scandals. 

The convention has been used frequently by 
human rights lawyers to frustrate Johnson and 
Patel’s hardline policy against illegal migrants. 

Johnson’s grandfather  
Coffey said she was “not aware of any decisions 

or even hints” in the government about withdrawing 
from the convention. But last month, in the “Queen’s 
Speech” opening a new session of parliament, the 
government committed to replacing the 1998 act 
with a new bill of rights. 

Johnson’s own maternal grandfather, James 
Fawcett, helped to write the European convention 
and was the commission’s president for a decade in 
the years after World War II. Anneke Campbell, a 
cousin to Johnson’s late mother, wrote last week 
that Fawcett would have been “appalled” at the 
government’s actions. 

She noted that Johnson had previously described 
human rights lawyers working to halt deportations 
as “lefty activists”. “Would you have called your 
grandfather a lefty human rights activist to his face? 
Where did you pick up this kind of contempt?” 
Campbell wrote in the Byline Times newspaper. 
Under the UK’s agreement with Rwanda, all 
migrants arriving illegally in Britain are liable to be 
sent to the East African nation thousands of miles 
away for processing and settlement. 

The government, after arguing that Brexit would 
lead to tighter borders, says the plan is needed to 

deter record numbers of migrants from making the 
perilous Channel crossing from northern France. 

 
‘Cruel farce’  

More than 10,000 migrants have crossed since 
the start of the year. On Tuesday, 444 people were 
detected coming from France in 11 small boats, the 
Ministry of Defence said. The ECHR, ruling in favour 
of an Iraqi claimant, said his expulsion should wait 
until London’s High Court has taken a final decision 
on the policy’s legality at a hearing next month. 

For Britain’s opposition Labour party, home 
affairs spokeswoman Yvette Cooper said the gov-
ernment only had itself to blame for what the Daily 
Mirror newspaper called a “cruel farce”. “They have 
pushed ahead with a policy they knew was unwork-
able, unethical, and incredibly expensive because 
they just wanted a row and someone else to blame,” 
she said. 

The legal challenges had highlighted concern 
over human rights in Rwanda. But the govern-
ment in Kigali insists it is a safe country. “We 
are not deterred by these developments. Rwanda 
remains fully committed to making this partner-
ship work,” government spokeswoman Yolande 
Makolo told AFP. — AFP 

Calls in UK to ditch European rights pact 
Judge blocks plan to fly asylum-seekers to Rwanda

“Surprised and  
disappointed” 

BOGOTA: For the first time, Colombia will have a 
black woman vice president, as voters decide 
Sunday between a pair of rival candidates aiming to 
make history in the South American nation. 
Colombians head to the polls for a run-off to 
choose their new president, either leftist former 
guerrilla Gustavo Petro or eccentric millionaire con-
struction mogul Rodolfo Hernandez. 

Both men have named a woman running mate 
with African roots. Environmentalist Francia 
Marquez, 40, is running alongside Petro, with 
Hernandez having chosen conservative academic 
Marelen Castillo, 53. Whichever one replaces out-
going Vice President Marta Lucia Ramirez-the first 
woman to hold the position-will break new ground 

as the first person of African descent named to the 
post. “In political, symbolic and cultural terms it is 
very important because Colombia is a country with 
a lot of racism,” Cristina Echeverri, an analyst from 
the National University, told AFP. 

Just over nine percent of Colombia’s 50 million 
people identify as black but few, especially women, 
manage to reach positions of power. There is only 
one black person in the current cabinet and just two 
out of almost 300 members of Congress. 

Marquez was born into a poor family in the 
southwestern department of Cauca-a region rav-
aged by violence linked to armed groups battling 
over drug trafficking and illegal mining resources. A 
single mother at just 16, she fled her native region 
following threats and went to work as a maid while 
studying law. 

But she returned home to take part in local poli-
tics and can often be seen frequenting public 
squares in her African print clothing, defending the 
marginalized. Marquez has made headlines with her 
feminist, environmentalist and leftist speeches, but 
she has also made enemies. — AFP 

Two black women  
bidding to make VP  
history in Colombia

BRASILIA, Brazil: The far-flung Amazon region 
where a British journalist and a Brazilian Indigenous 
expert disappeared has become a haven for drug traf-
ficking and environmental crimes because of increas-
ing lawlessness and an absent state, experts say. 

The Javari Valley, where veteran correspondent 
Dom Phillips and respected indigenous specialist 
Bruno Pereira went missing on June 5, is one of the 
remotest places on Earth, a vast expanse of thick jun-
gle in northwestern Brazil near the Peruvian and 
Colombian borders. 

Phillips, 57, and Pereira, 41, were last seen boating 
up the Itaquai river just outside the Javari Valley 
Indigenous Reservation, a territory bigger than 
Austria that is home to an estimated 6,300 Indigenous 

inhabitants, including 19 uncontacted tribes. 
The region is suffering from a surge of illicit activi-

ty, blamed on drug gangs with links to other crimes 
including illegal fishing on Indigenous lands-some-
thing Pereira had long fought, making him a target of 
death threats. The men’s disappearance remains 
unsolved, but investigators have found their belong-
ings and are analyzing suspected human remains, fuel-
ing fears they were murdered. 

Experts on the Javari Valley told AFP drug gangs 
and illegal mining, logging and poaching rings have 
capitalized on weaker enforcement by Brazilian 
authorities in recent years to expand their presence. 
“What happened to Bruno and Dom is the result of an 
increase in organized crime, which is in turn explained 
by the absence of the state,” said Antenor Vaz, head of 
Brazilian Indigenous affairs agency FUNAI’s opera-
tions in the region from 2006 to 2009. 

The very things complicating the investigation are 
what make the region an attractive base for criminal 
operations. The region is hard to reach, and harder to 
patrol: Huge, remote, densely forested and criss-
crossed by meandering rivers that flood the surround-
ing area for several months a year. — AFP 

How Brazil’s Javari  
Valley became a  
criminal haven


