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LONDON: Yorkshire and a “number of individuals”
have been charged by the England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) following the governing body’s investiga-
tion into how the county dealt with racism allegations
made by former player Azeem Rafiq. The ECB did not
name any of the people involved in a statement issued
on Wednesday. The board said the charges arose from
alleged breaches of the ECB’s anti-discrimination code
as well as rules concerned with the conduct of players
and officials.

The governing body added an independent panel of
the Cricket Discipline Commission (CDC) would now
hear the cases, expected to take place in September
and October. The ECB said it was standard practice
for the CDC panel to publish its decisions and written
reasons in full. Pakistan-born former off-spinner Rafiq
first raised allegations of racism and bullying in
September 2020, related to his two spells at Yorkshire.

It was not until a year later that the club finally
released a statement saying the retired player had
been the victim of “racial harassment and bullying”,
upholding seven of his 43 allegations. But the following
month the club confirmed nobody would be disci-
plined, a decision that was greeted with widespread
incredulity. Pressure mounted on Yorkshire, leading to
a mass clear-out of senior boardroom figures and
coaching staff at its Headingley headquarters.

Earlier this month, however, former Yorkshire coach
Andrew Gale won a claim for unfair dismissal, leaving
the club facing the prospect of paying out huge sums
in compensation. The ECB had previously warned
Yorkshire it was prepared to remove lucrative England
international matches from Headingley unless the club
made changes. But those games, including next week’s
third Test against New Zealand and a one-day interna-

tional against South Africa in July, are set to go ahead
as scheduled after a package of governance reforms
was approved. 

Bairstow’s England heroics 
Meanwhile, England’s Jonny Bairstow says playing

twenty20 cricket in the Indian Premier League has
given him the tools he needed to launch his astonishing
demolition of New Zealand in the second Test. The
Yorkshireman powered England to a five-wicket vic-
tory at Trent Bridge on Tuesday, smashing 136 not out
from just 92 balls, including 14 fours and seven sixes.
In a sustained assault that was reminiscent of a T20
match, Bairstow’s 77-ball century-the second-fastest
Test hundred for England-enabled Ben Stokes’s side to
race to their target of 299 in just 50 overs.

Bairstow, 32, said arriving for the Test series hot on
the heels of his spell with the IPL’s Punjab Kings
helped him put New Zealand to the sword. “There was

a lot of people that were saying I should not be at the
IPL and I should be playing county cricket,” he said.
“Yes, people say it would be fantastic if you had four
games of red-ball (first-class) cricket under your belt
(before a Test series) but, unfortunately, that doesn’t
happen with the current scheduling of everything
around the world.

“There are elements to it where you are playing
against the best in the world at the IPL. Being able
to have those gears, to be able to go and switch
them up, switch them down, is important.” Bairstow’s
Test career was in the balance when he went the
whole of 2020 without a single five-day appearance
despite remaining an important member of the limit-
ed overs set-up.

But he has silenced his critics in recent months,
scoring hundreds in Australia and the West Indies
before Tuesday’s blaze of glory. “I’m hugely proud of
the fact that sometimes when the chips are down,
you have to stand up, when you can say backs are
against a wall,” Bairstow said. “That might be some-
thing that you’re born with, it might be something
that you have deep down that springs out of you at
those moments. But, for me as a cricketer, that’s
something I’m very proud of.”

England’s victory over New Zealand in
Nottingham gave them an unassailable 2-0 lead in
the three-match series-their first series win since
January 2021. Bairstow is one of several players who
appear to have responded well to the new regime
under captain Stokes and coach Brendon McCullum.
“I’m extremely excited about what vision Ben and
Brendon have, the way in which we’re able to go
about our cricket, the enjoyment that everyone’s
having on the field,” he said.— AFP
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BROOKLINE: Alex Noren of Sweden plays a shot from a bunker on the tenth hole during a practice round prior to
the 122nd US Open Championship at The Country Club on June 15, 2022.— AFP 

News in brief
Yoshida fires WCup warning 

OSAKA: Captain Maya Yoshida warned Japan
they will have no chance at the World Cup if
they “fall apart after conceding one goal”, fol-
lowing a sobering 3-0 home defeat to Tunisia.
The four-time Asian champions ended an
encouraging run of results on a sour note on
Tuesday with a second-half collapse in Osaka.
The experienced Yoshida gifted Tunisia a
penalty in the 55th minute and made another
defensive howler just over 20 minutes later as
the visitors-who are also going to the World
Cup-doubled their lead. A third Tunisian goal
in injury time completed a miserable evening
for Japan and Yoshida warned a repeat is likely
to be fatal in Qatar, with Germany, Spain and
Costa Rica their opponents in an ominous
Group E this winter. “We have to learn our les-
sons from this game. The things we need to
address are clear and we need to get to the
bottom of them,” said the 33-year-old
Sampdoria defender.— AFP

PSG’s Pochettino on brink 

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain are close to con-
firming the sacking of coach Mauricio
Pochettino, according to French media reports
late on Tuesday. L’Equipe and Le Parisien
reported that meetings had been held between
lawyers for Pochettino and the club to come to
an agreement that would see the Argentine
leave the French capital. Pochettino, who was
appointed in January last year and led the club
to the Ligue 1 title in the season just ended, has
another 12 months remaining on his contract.
Le Parisien said that “the separation agreement
has already been reached and there are only a
few details still to be finalized”. It is understood
that sacking Pochettino would cost between 15
and 20 million euros ($15.6m-20.8m) in sever-
ance payments to him and his backroom staff.
PSG have already parted company with
Brazilian sporting director Leonardo and
replaced him with Portuguese super-scout Luis
Campos in the role of football advisor.— AFP

Apple, MLS seal deal

NEW YORK: Major League Soccer and
Apple TV announced a 10-year media rights
agreement on Tuesday worth a reported $2.5
billion that will see every single MLS game
broadcast from the 2023 season onwards.
“Apple is the perfect partner to further accel-
erate the growth of MLS and deepen the con-
nection between our clubs and their fans,”
MLS Commissioner Don Garber said in a
statement. The new agreement will see MLS
games made available on Apple TV+ via an
app. Season ticket-holders for MLS clubs will
be able to access the app for free. “For the first
time in the history of sports, fans will be able to
access everything from a major professional
sports league in one place,” said Eddy Cue,
Apple’s senior vice president of Services. “It’s
a dream come true for MLS fans, soccer fans,
and anyone who loves sports. No fragmenta-
tion, no frustration - just the flexibility to sign
up for one convenient service that gives you
everything MLS, anywhere and anytime you
want to watch.”— AFP 

Crusaders’ Matera cleared 

WELLINGTON: Canterbury Crusaders for-
ward Pablo Matera was cleared on Wednesday
to play in the Super Rugby Pacific final against
the Auckland Blues in a major boost for the 10-
time champions. Argentina captain Matera suc-
cessfully defended his case after accumulating
four yellow cards across the season, triggering
an automatic Sanzaar judicial committee hear-
ing for repeat sin-bin offences. It found there
was “no pattern of persistent offending” in the
28-year-old’s playing style, leaving him free for
selection in Saturday’s decider at Auckland’s
Eden Park. Matera picked up two yellow cards,
resulting in a sending off, in the Crusaders’ 20-
7 semi-final win over the Chiefs. His availability
is critical, given the Christchurch-based side
are without the services of injured All Blacks
loose forward Ethan Blackadder and are await-
ing the diagnosis of the thumb injury which
ruled Test veteran Sam Whitelock out of the
semi-final.— AFP 

Bairstow’s England heroics fuelled by IPL pressure

Australia’s injury 
woes deepen as 
Stoinis ruled out
PALLEKELE: Australia’s injury woes in Sri Lanka
deepened Wednesday with all-rounder Marcus
Stoinis ruled out of the rest of the ODI series and
spinner Ashton Agar also joining the wounded list.
Fast bowler Kane Richardson has already flown home
with a hamstring problem and Mitchell Starc, Sean
Abbott and Mitchell Marsh are also out of action and
Cameron Green not fit enough to bowl.

Stoinis strained his side smashing 44 off 31 in
Tuesday’s two-wicket win in Pallekele and Cricket
Australia said Wednesday that the 32-year-old will
play no further part in the five-match series. Agar
also got hurt as he took two wickets but “will remain
with the squad to continue to rehabilitate and ongo-
ing assessment,” a statement said. Batsman and part-
time spinner Travis Head and left-arm spinner
Matthew Kuhnemann, currently playing a four-day
Australia A match in Hambantota, will join the ODI
squad on Thursday.

Speaking before the announcement, Test skipper
Pat Cummins-who played his first ODI in 18 months
on Tuesday-said that Australia still have “plenty of
options”. “All the planning was going to be for a per-
fect preparation, we had the Aussie A team over here,
a big squad, but there were always going to be things
that crop up,” Cummins said on the eve of the second
one-day international.

“It’s not ideal, the amount of injuries, but we will
strike that balance,” said the 29-year-old Cummins.
“Scott Boland has come in, hopefully Starcy (Mitchell
Starc) will be back soon, Mitch Marsh back bowling,
Cam Green back bowling,” Cummins said. “It feels
like we still have plenty of options.” After the ODI
series Australia are also due to play two Tests in Sri
Lanka in Galle from June 29.

“National selectors will continue to monitor the
squad through the ODI series before deciding if any
changes need to be made ahead of the two Test
matches in Galle,” Cricket Australia said. Asked about
a new $6.2 billion mega-deal for the broadcast rights
for the Indian Premier League, Cummins said it was
“great for the game”. “It shows millions and millions
of fans are out there that love watching cricket,” said
Cummins, who played for Kolkata Knight Riders in
the recently concluded IPL.— AFP

Mental toughness 
of golfers will get a 
workout at US Open
BROOKLINE: The mental fortitude of the world’s
finest golfers will be tested by unrelenting challenges
and moments of adversity when the 122nd US Open
starts Thursday at The Country Club. Defending
champion Jon Rahm, who won his first major at
oceanside Torrey Pines last year, seeks a repeat on a
7,254-yard layout at a 140-year-old urban club where
golf has been played since the 1890s. “I always love
coming to courses that were designed so long ago,”
Rahm said. “The uniqueness of the architecture from
back then still stands.”

But it’s the usual formidable US Open set-up. “It’s
going to be long rough and firm and fast greens,” said
fifth-ranked American Justin Thomas. “It’s old school.”
It is a mental toughness test as much as a shotmaking
one, Spain’s second-ranked Rahm said. “It’s a US
Open. You need everything,” he said. “You need to
drive well, hit your irons well, chip well and putt well
and be mentally sane for four days. You can’t hide.
Period.

“Your biggest asset is mental strength out here and
that’s what you need. You’re going to have a lot of
holes where things are going to go wrong, but I just
have to know going into it and accept certain things
that happen. Par is a good score.” Thomas, coming off
his second major triumph at last month’s PGA
Championship, agrees that adversity will provide the
true test of mental discipline.

“A lot of it is depending on how you’re playing,”
Thomas said. “If you’re cruising and everything feels
good, you just basically keep doing what you’re
doing, stay focused and in the moment. “It’s when
things start going south or maybe you get a couple
of bad breaks or some wind gusts, whatever it is, to

where you just get thrown some adversity, and it’s
like, how are you going to handle it? “Those are the
times, especially in a major, that I’ve learned I
become a little impatient. I almost try to force the
issue sometimes. That’s how a lot of guys are going
to end up losing the tournament.”

‘Small things’ win majors 
Reigning British Open champion Collin Morikawa

says acceptance is the best sign of good mental atti-
tude. “We’re the best players in the world and we set
ourselves to high standards. Sometimes when you
don’t perform to the way you want, you can get
upset. It can be frustrating,” the seventh-ranked
American said.

“You just have to accept that you’re going to hit
bad shots. It’s just how do you go through the process
and make sure you’re doing the right things leading up
to the ball. “There are so many little things that aren’t
said or heard or no one else would know other than
yourself, but that’s the thing. It’s the small things that
really make a difference.

“That’s what it takes to win majors.” Top-ranked
Masters champion Scottie Scheffler missed the cut at
last month’s PGA Championship but says he learned
from it. “Mentally I could have been a little bit differ-
ent approaching this shot,” Scheffler said. “It’s more
stuff like that versus, ‘I missed the cut, what am I doing
out here?’ “It was more just sitting back and saying, ‘I
could have been better mentally here and here.’ Just
little changes. It’s nothing big.”

Four-time major winner Brooks Kopeka, the 2017
and 2018 US Open champion, says discipline is crucial
to winning majors. “A lot of discipline,” he said.
“Whether that means laying up off tees just to hit fair-
ways, missing in the correct spots, not being suckered
into any pin locations even though it might be a go
yardage for you or anything like that. “You’re going to
make a bunch of bogeys. Try not to make a double
bogey. That has always been my big goal in majors.
You get out of trouble, then get back in position.
That’s the key to US Opens.”— AFP

KANDY: Australia’s Marcus Stoinis plays a shot during
the first one-day international (ODI) cricket match
between Sri Lanka and Australia at the Pallekele
International Cricket Stadium in Kandy on June 14,
2022. — AFP

Impey wins ‘special’ 
Tour of Switzerland 
PARIS: South African Daryl Impey said it was “spe-
cial” to clinch the fourth stage of the Tour of
Switzerland in a sprint finish on Wednesday a year on
from breaking his pelvis and collarbone. Welshman
Steve Williams, who won Sunday’s opening stage,
kept hold of the overall lead. Israel Premier-Tech’s

Impey, 37, pipped Australian Michael Matthews and
Dane Soeren Kragh Andersen after 190.8km of racing
from Grenchen to Brunnen on the banks of Lake
Lucerne.

Impey, who wore the Tour de France’s yellow jer-
sey for two days in 2013, claimed the 30th victory of
his career. He spent almost five months away from
competition after suffering the serious injuries in May
2021 and returning to minor races in Italy last
October. “I’m ecstatic. It was a tough day. After
everything that happened last year, I didn’t know if I
was going to get back on top of the step,” Impey

said. “To finally pull off a victory after all of the hard
times is special,” he added.

Bahrain-Victorious’ Williams, 26, finished in 29th
place in the mass sprint bunch behind Impey.
Former Tour de France winner Geraint Thomas was
also edged by Impey but the Ineos Grenadiers rid-
er moves up to third overall with his performance.
Dane Andreas Lorentz Kron is  sandwiched
between the Welsh pair in the yellow jersey stand-
ings. Thursday’s fifth stage is a 193km run from
Ambri through Lugano to Novazzano, near the
Italian border.— AFP


