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DOHA: Qatar hopes to house some of
the 1.2 million fans expected to attend
the FIFA World Cup later this year in
1,000 “traditional tents”, organizers
said on Tuesday. “This is one of the
options that will go live in the next
two weeks,” said Omar Al-Jaber, an
official responsible for accommoda-
tion at the supreme committee organ-
izing the tournament. “It is real camp-
ing,” he said during a press briefing.
“We need to give people the experi-
ence of a desert and tent in normal
Bedouin style.” The tents will be
supplied with water, electricity and
drainage systems, but no air condi-
tioning in the country known for
extreme summer heat but moderate
winters.

Held from November 21 to
December 18, the World Cup will be
the first staged during the northern

winter to avoid summer temperatures
that at times surpass 45 degrees
Celsius (113 Fahrenheit). Another lux-
ury camp with 200 tents is also
planned for football fans visiting the
gas-rich Gulf country. They will be set
up along a beach called the Sealine in
the country’s south, on the edge of the
desert, with other areas also to be
announced, Jaber said.

He added that “more than 100,000
rooms” will be available at the time of
the tournament, seeking to allay con-
cerns over accommodation capacity
in the tiny emirate. Fans will be able to
choose between taking up residence
in specially designated villages, as
well as apartments, villas, cabins and
two cruise ships. A large portion of
the country’s hotel rooms have
already been pre-booked by organiz-
ers for the teams, referees and the

press, but FIFA will release any
unused rooms, Jaber said.

He added that there are more hotels
under construction, vowing that more
rooms would become available in the
coming months. A peak in bookings is
expected on November 25-27, to
coincide with the midpoint of the
group stage, but “it does not mean
that we don’t have rooms on those
days”, he said. More than 160 round-
trip flights are scheduled daily from
neighboring Gulf countries to allow
them to accommodate supporters. 

Official poster 
In another development, the

Official Poster is on display at Hamad
International Airport, where it will
remain at Gate D18 throughout the
FIFA World Cup 2022. Everyone will
have the chance to see the poster as

they travel from and transit through
Qatar. This series of eight posters
were created through close collabo-
ration with prominent Qatari artist
Bouthayna Al Muftah. The artworks
combine to convey the values and
messages of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 in a subtle, unique and
relevant way - while remaining
closely connected with local culture
and heritage. 

The main poster focuses on the
football itself, featuring the agal - a
traditional head piece worn in Qatar -
alongside typography expressing the
voices of a cheering crowd. Just like
the beautiful game, the artist’s
approach is raw and emotive, packed
with palpable movement and energy.
This approach aims to create a dia-
logue with fans - igniting all their
senses. —Agencies

DOHA: The official poster of Qatar’s FIFA World Cup is unveiled at Hamad International Airport in Doha on June 15, 2022.  —AFP

Taiwan slams 
Qatar WCup over 
‘unfriendly’ labeling
TAIPEI: Taiwan on Wednesday demanded
organizers of the FIFA World Cup in Qatar cor-
rect an official fan identification card which
labels its citizens as Chinese, and urged that poli-
tics be kept out of sports. The “Hayya” fan ID
card acts as a visa to enter the country and a
pass to access stadiums. But neither Taiwan or
“Chinese Taipei”-the name used for the island in
international sports events-are listed on the
online portal as options. China claims self-ruled,
democratic Taiwan as part of its territory, a
stance Taipei firmly rejects.

The island lives under the constant threat of
invasion by China, which Beijing has vowed to
retake one day, by force if necessary. Taiwan’s for-
eign ministry said it has demanded that organisers
in Qatar correct its “unfriendly” and “improper”
measures against Taiwanese fans, said spokes-
woman Joanne Ou in a statement. “We again urge
the World Cup organizers not to allow improper
political factors to interfere in a pure sports event
... to let sports be sports and return a clean World
Cup to global fans,” she said.

The issue of Taiwan’s name has cropped up in
nearly every major global sporting event, as
authoritarian China baulks against even the merest
signal of the island’s sovereignty. The sporting
world’s use of the name “Chinese Taipei” is based
on a 1981 compromise made with the International

Olympic Committee to allow Taiwan to compete
on the international stage.

Hayya program chief Saeed Al-Kuwari told
reporters he “believed” the card system would list
China for the nationality of Taiwanese passport
holders. He said fans should follow the country
designation provided when the application reads

the fan’s passport, rather than try to select a
nationality. Organizers have insisted that all
nationalities will be welcomed to the tournament.
Qatar is expecting more than one million fans to
visit during the World Cup, which runs from
November 21 to December 18, and all must regis-
ter for the ID card. —AFP

Badminton world 
No 2 bows out of 
Indonesia Open
JAKARTA: Badminton world number two Kento
Momota bowed out of the Indonesia Open 2022 after
losing against Denmark’s Rasmus Gemke in the first
round of the tournament on Wednesday. The 25-
year-old Gemke, currently ranked 13th in the world,
beat Japan’s Momota 21-19, 19-21, 21-14 in an 82-
minute match at the Istora sporting arena in Jakarta.

“I’m disappointed because I made so many mistakes
today,” said Momota after the match. “I will do much
more practice to get a better result for the next tourna-
ment.” Momota, a former world number one now ranked
second behind Denmark’s Viktor Axelsen, has failed to
rediscover his scintillating top form after being badly
injured in a career-threatening car crash in January
2020. He also lost his opening match in the Thailand
Open last month and failed to get past the quarter-finals
at the prestigious All England championship.

In the other men’s singles matches, world number
four Chou Tien-chen from Taiwan defeated Thailand’s
Kunlavut Vitidsarn 22-20, 19-21, 21-12, while
Indonesia’s Jonatan Christie won against Thailand’s
Kantaphon Wangcharoen 22-20, 21-8. In women’s
singles, world number two Tai Tzu-ying advanced to
the next round after outplaying Singapore’s Yeo Jia
Min 21-14, 21-14 in a 30-minute match. Meanwhile,
top seed Ratchanok Intanon of Thailand also secured
a place in the next round after defeating compatriot
Pornpawee Chochuwong 21-17, 21-17. —AFP

Official poster unveiled for World Cup 2022

Qatar to house fans in ‘traditional tents’

SUITA: This picture shows the official FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 footballs called ‘Al Rihla.’  —AFP

JAKARTA: Sitthikom Thammasin of Thailand hits a
return against Lee Zii Jia of Malaysia during their
men’s singles qualifying round at the Indonesia Open
badminton tournament in Jakarta. —AFP


