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MPs demand action against 
India for insults to Prophet

Budgets panel fails to meet for second time • Opposition lawmakers continue sit-in
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti MPs called on their government 
on Thursday to apply all forms of pressure against 
India following insults against Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) by government, party and media officials in 
the South Asian nation that sparked protests by mil-
lions of Muslims around the world. A statement 
signed by 30 MPs of the 50-member National 
Assembly also condemned what it called atrocities by 
Indian police against “our Indian Muslim brethren” 
who protested peacefully against the insults. 

Meanwhile, thousands of social media activists 
have demanded that all Arab countries, and especially 
Gulf states, where some eight million Indians live and 
work, deport Hindutva supporters in retaliation for 
the insults to Islam and the Prophet (PBUH) and 
atrocities against peaceful Muslim demonstrators. 

“Members of the Kuwait National Assembly 
express their rejection of insults made by the Indian 
government, party and media officials against the 
Prophet (PBUH), Islamic religion and Islamic holy 
sites,” the statement said. The statement also con-
demned violent actions by the Indian government 

against Indian Muslims and their properties and 
called for providing protection to them. 

The lawmakers also urged the government of 
Kuwait and world governments to apply diplomatic, 
economic and media pressure and other means of 
pressure in a bid to stop insults against the Prophet 
(PBUH) and attacks against Indian Muslims. 

Meanwhile, the Assembly’s budgets committee 
failed to meet for the second time in three days due to 
a lack of quorum, head of the panel MP Annan 
Abdulsamad said. He said the meeting is necessary to 
vote on the state budget for the 2022/2023 fiscal year, 

which started on April 1, and also approve some 45 
independent budgets of state-run agencies and 
departments. 

Abdulsamad warned that if the committee fails to 
meet next week, the Assembly will likely do what it 
did last year and withdraw the budgets from the com-
mittee and approve them in the Assembly without the 
need for the panel’s report. Also on Thursday, 17 
opposition MPs continued their sit-in protest at the 
National Assembly to press for an end to what they 
claimed are violations to the country’s constitution 
and preventing the Assembly from holding sessions.

KUWAIT: Director of Artifacts and Museums at NCCAL Sultan Al-Duwaish stands 
with Egyptian Ambassador Osama Shaltout during the handover of five smuggled 
artifacts on June 16, 2022. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (More pics on Page 2) 

KYIV: President of France Emmanuel Macron shakes hands with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky, flanked by Prime Minister of Italy Mario Draghi and 
Chancellor of Germany Olaf Scholz at Mariinsky Palace on June 16, 2022. — AFP 

TUNIS: Supporters of the Tunisian General Labor Union (UGTT) gather with 
national flags during a rally outside its headquarters on June 16, 2022 amidst a 
general strike. — AFP 

AL-HUMAYRAH, Syria: This picture taken on June 16, 
2022 shows a view of a building where US coalition 
forces conducted an overnight airborne operation in 
this village in the Ghandoura district of Aleppo 
province. — AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait handed on 
Thursday five pharaonic artifacts to 
Egypt, confiscated by the customs 
department at Kuwait airport in 2019. 
Director of Artifacts and Museums at 
the National Council for Culture, Arts 
and Letters (NCCAL) Sultan Al-
Duwaish told KUNA that these 
invaluable artifacts, smuggled from 
Luxor, were closely examined by 
experts from Kuwait University, 
Poland and Egypt, who concluded 
that three were original pieces dating 
back to 1400 BC, while two were of 

questionable origins.  
Duwaish said a number of Kuwaiti 

entities including the foreign ministry, 
the customs  department and NCCAL 
cooperated with the Egyptian 
Embassy in Kuwait to examine and 
return these relics to their rightful 
place as stipulated in international 
treaties. He indicated that this is the 
second handover of historical artifacts 
by Kuwait to Egypt, the first being in 
2018 of a wooden casket cover.  

Egyptian Ambassador to Kuwait 
Osama Shaltout commended the role 
of Kuwaiti entities and their tireless 
efforts in returning the artifacts to 
their original place. He added that this 
cooperation includes investigating 
those involved in the smuggling, 
adding a delegation from the 
Egyptian public prosecution came to 
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KYIV: The European Union’s most 
powerful leaders on Thursday 
embraced Ukraine’s bid to be accept-
ed as a candidate for EU membership, 
in a powerful symbol of support in 
Kyiv’s battle against Russia’s invasion. 
French President Emmanuel Macron, 
Germany’s Chancellor Olaf Scholz and 
Italian premier Mario Draghi arrived 
in Ukraine by train and headed to the 
Kyiv suburb of Irpin, scene of fierce 
battles early in the brutal war. 

They were later joined in Kyiv by 
Romania’s President Klaus Iohannis 

and met their Ukrainian counterpart 
Volodymyr Zelensky, who has been 
lobbying his western allies for most 
and faster weapons deliveries and the 
promise of a European future. “All four 
of us support the status of immediate 
candidate for accession,” Macron told 
a joint press conference with his EU 
colleagues. Draghi agreed: “The most 
important message of our visit is that 
Italy wants Ukraine in the EU.” 

Scholz said Ukraine “belongs in the 
European family” and vowed: “We are 
supporting Ukraine with the deliveries 
of weapons. We will keep doing that 
for as long as it is needed.” Zelensky 
promised Ukraine was ready to put in 
the work to become a fully-fledged 
EU member, and said Ukrainians has 
already proved themselves worthy of 
candidate status.  
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AL-HUMAYRAH, Syria: US coalition forces said 
they captured a senior Islamic State group bomb-
maker in a predawn raid Thursday that, witnesses 
said, saw troops in helicopters swoop down on an 
isolated house in rebel-held northwestern Syria. A 
war monitor and AFP correspondents said two mili-
tary helicopters touched down for only a few min-
utes, and several shots were fired, in a village in an 
area controlled by Turkish-backed rebel groups. 

“The captured individual is an experienced 
bombmaker and operational facilitator who became 
one of the top leaders of Daesh’s Syrian branch,” 
said the US-led coalition battling the jihadist group 
in Syria and Iraq, using another name for IS. The 
coalition did not name the target in the statement, 
but a coalition official told AFP the man captured 
was Hani Ahmed Al-Kurdi, who was the IS leader of 
Raqqa when it was the de facto capital of IS in Syria. 

Such operations by US forces are rare in parts of 
northwestern Syria that are under the control of 
Turkish-backed rebels and non-IS jihadist groups. 
A previous special forces raid in early February led 
to the death of the group’s leader Abu Ibrahim Al-
Qurashi, who detonated a bomb vest to avoid cap-
ture. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a 
Britain-based war monitoring group with a vast 
network of sources on the ground, could not con-
firm the identity of the IS operative captured on 
Thursday. 

Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman told AFP 
that two military helicopters landed in Al-Humayrah 
and took off seven minutes later, adding that only a 
few shots were fired. “The US operation was quick 
and smooth,” he said, adding it took place in the vil-
lage of Al-Humayrah, northeast of Aleppo and four 
kilometers from the Turkish border. 

The coalition said that “the mission was meticu-
lously planned to minimize the risk of collateral 
damage, particularly any potential harm to civilians. 
“There were no civilians harmed during the opera-
tion nor any damage to coalition aircraft or assets.” 
Mohamed Youssef, a local witness to the raid, said it 
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TUNIS: Flights were cancelled, pub-
lic transport ground to a halt and gov-
ernment offices were closed in a 
nationwide strike by Tunisia’s main 
trade union confederation Thursday, 
that piled pressure on a president 
already facing a string of crises. The 
powerful UGTT confederation had 
called on up to three million public 
sector workers to strike, halting work 

at 159 state agencies and public com-
panies to demand concessions on 
salaries and threatened reforms. 

The action appeared to be widely 
observed. A strike by public sector 
workers at Tunis airport saw dozens 
of flights cancelled, while public utili-
ties and post offices were closed. 
Around 1,000 strike supporters gath-
ered outside UGTT headquarters in 
central Tunis, singing the national 
anthem and waving flags. In a fiery 
speech, UGTT chief Noureddine 
Taboubi said the action had been over 
96 percent successful, and blamed the 
government for the collapse of salary 
negotiations. 
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