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Kuwait in March to follow up the case. Shaltout 

said this stems from Egypt’s quest to recover miss-
ing pieces, adding that France has already returned 
hundreds of items, while tens came from Italy and 
Spain. Four of the items confiscated in Kuwait 
were statues of Egyptian pharaohs including 
Amenhotep III and Amun-Ra, and the ancient 
Egyptian god Horus, as well as an ornate stone 
mural. — KUNA

WASHINGTON: Fifty years since it ignited Washington, 
the Watergate affair remains a cautionary tale on the 
threat of untrammeled presidential power and the yard-
stick against which all other political scandals are judged. 
Yet some historians believe its architect, Richard Nixon, 
risks being displaced as the norm-breaking exemplar of 
presidential corruption by Donald Trump and the firestorm 
over his role in the 2021 US Capitol assault. 

Nixon’s underlying crime was covering up a break-in at 
the Democratic National Committee headquarters in 
Washington’s Watergate complex to steal documents that 
might have helped him in an election he would ultimately 
win by a landslide anyway. 

The accusations against Trump-that he incited a deadly 
riot to disrupt the peaceful transfer of power as part of a 
conspiracy to overturn an election-appear “far more seri-
ous,” says history professor Michael Green. Nixon 
“already has been knocked off his perch, frankly,” Green, 
of the University of Nevada Las Vegas, told AFP. 

“One of the ironies is that Nixon did not need to 
order a break-in to win that election,” he said. “And 
there is no evidence, even with all of the tapes, that there 
was ever a discussion or thought of overturning the 
result if it went against him.” 

Five Watergate burglars were caught red-handed on 
June 17, 1972 and it quickly emerged that some were 
linked to the Nixon campaign and the White House. The 
ensuing probe eventually opened a Pandora’s box of abus-

es and dirty tricks that included political spying, the for-
gery of correspondence and even the theft of a pair of 
shoes to intimidate a Nixon rival. 

But the cover-up was initially so successful that 
Nixon won 49 of the 50 states in his landslide victory 
over Democrat George McGovern in that year’s presi-
dential election. 

 
‘The first seditious president’  

The whitewash might have succeeded were it not for 
the chance discovery in the summer of 1973 that the presi-
dent had secretly recorded all of his White House meet-
ings. They included a “smoking gun” tape in which Nixon 
could be heard ordering that the FBI, which was set to 
investigate the Watergate break-in, be told to “stay the 
hell out of this.” Nixon resigned after a delegation of 
Republican elders, led by ultra-conservative Barry 
Goldwater, came to the White House in 1974 to tell him he 
was likely to be impeached and the jig was up. He was ulti-
mately pardoned but many of his top aides went to jail. 

Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward, the reporters who 
played a pivotal role in bringing down Nixon, have written 
a new foreword for their iconic book “All the President’s 
Men” drawing parallels to Trump. 

Their comparison offers an insight into a pair of out-
siders who felt besieged by enemies in the media and insti-
tutions of state. But they suggest that Trump’s incitement 
of a mob to march on the Capitol constituted “a deception 

that exceeded even Nixon’s imagination.” 
“By legal definition this is clearly sedition... thus Trump 

became the first seditious president in our history,” they 
say. Analysts interviewed by AFP pointed to the vastly dif-
ferent political and media landscape Nixon and Trump 
faced when it came to consequences for their actions. 

The Goldwater intervention, for example, would be 
inconceivable among the vast majority of today’s serving 
Republicans, who have stuck by Trump through two 
impeachments and numerous other controversies. 

 
‘Just another story’  

And while the Senate voted unanimously to set up a 
cross-party investigative committee on Watergate, the 
Republicans of the 2020s vetoed a bipartisan commission 
and punished two members who joined the Democratic-
led House committee investigating January 6. 

Some 80 million Americans-considerably more than a 
third of the population-tuned in to White House counsel 
John Dean’s televised testimony against Nixon at the 
Watergate hearings. Around 20 million-just six percent of 
Americans-watched the blockbuster first hearing put on 
by the January 6 panel. 

For David Greenberg, author of “Nixon’s Shadow: The 
History of an Image,” the Watergate hearings were 
“instrumental” in bringing down a president attempting 
to subvert democracy. “The difference, however, is that in 
1973 and 1974 a great many Republican congressmen 

and senators loyal to Nixon ended up admitting that he 
was engaged in criminal activity,” he told AFP. 

“Today, only a few... have been willing to acknowledge 
Trump’s complicity. Our polarized, partisan environment 
may prevent the January 6 hearings from achieving all they 
should.” Meanwhile Trump’s impeachment for inciting the 
insurrection-and the apparent cover up of almost eight 
hours of his phone calls on January 6 — have not signifi-
cantly eroded his support base. —AFP 

‘Nixon did not need to order a break-in to win that election’

Watergate: A scandal for the  
ages that could yet be eclipsed

US Capitol riot probe  
to address Trump  
pressure on VP Pence 

 
WASHINGTON: US lawmakers were set to focus 
Thursday on the pressure campaign mounted by 
Donald Trump against his vice president to help the 
defeated Republican leader overturn his 2020 presiden-
tial election defeat. 

Liz Cheney, vice chair of the House committee inves-
tigating the Capitol riot, said its third June hearing 
would address Trump’s “relentless effort” on January 6 
2021 and in the days beforehand to cajole Mike Pence 
into rejecting Joe Biden’s victory. 

“As a federal judge has indicated, this likely violated 
two federal criminal statutes. President Trump had no 
factual basis for what he was doing and he had been 
told it was illegal,” Cheney said on Twitter. 

“Despite this, President Trump plotted with a 
lawyer named John Eastman and others to overturn the 
outcome of the election on January 6.” An aide to the 
committee said the hearing would look at Eastman’s 
role in developing a plot for Trump to pressure Pence 
into subverting the election, backed by a bogus legal 
theory that represented a “grave danger to American 
democracy.” 

Cheney’s tweet featured a clip of testimony from 
Trump White House attorney Eric Herschmann who told 
Eastman the day after the insurrection: “Get a great eff-
ing criminal defense lawyer. You’re going to need it.” 

The committee is in the middle of a run of televised 
hearings on the insurrection mounted by a pro-Trump 
mob to overturn the results of the 2020 election. It has 
already revealed testimony from many of Trump’s clos-
est allies who said he was told repeatedly he’d lost a 
fair fight to Biden but declared victory and pushed his 
election fraud narrative anyway. 

As dozens of legal challenges dismissed as inept and 
ethically suspect failed in courts across the land, a des-
perate Trump turned to Pence for illegal help. Trump 

used rally speeches and Twitter to exert intense pres-
sure on Pence to abuse his position as president of the 
Senate to reject the election results as they were being 
ratified on January 6. 

“We’re going to show that that pressure campaign 
directly contributed to the attack on the Capitol, and it 
puts the vice president’s life in danger,” a select com-
mittee aide said. 

 
‘Hang Mike Pence’  

During his “Stop the Steal” rally ahead of the joint 
session of the House and Senate to ratify the election, 
Trump mentioned Pence numerous times as he told his 
supporters to march on the Capitol and “fight like hell.” 

But Pence wrote to Congress that the Founding 
Fathers never intended the vice president to have “uni-
lateral authority” to overturn election counts, adding 
that “no vice president in American history has ever 
asserted such authority.” The mob whipped up by 
Trump threatened to hang Pence for failing to cooper-
ate as they stormed the Capitol, and even erected a gal-
lows in front of the building. 

Cheney said last week that when the subject of the 
“hang Mike Pence” chants came up at the White House, 
Trump responded: “Maybe our supporters have the 
right idea” and that Pence “deserves” it. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: Vice Chairwoman Rep. Liz Cheney (R-
WY), speaks during a hearing by the Select Committee 
to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the US 
Capitol in the Cannon House Office Building on June 
13, 2022 in Washington.  —AFP

Disgraced surgeon  
found guilty of  
harming patient  

 
STOCKHOLM: A Swedish court on Thursday found 
an Italian surgeon, once hailed for pioneering wind-
pipe surgery, guilty of causing bodily harm to a 
patient, but cleared him of  assault charges brought 
by prosecutors. 

Paolo Macchiarini won praise in 2011 after claiming 
to have performed the world’s first synthetic trachea 
transplants using stem cells, while he was a surgeon at 
Stockholm’s Karolinska University Hospital. The 
experimental procedure was hailed as a breakthrough 
in regenerative medicine. 

But allegations soon emerged that the procedure 
had been carried out on at least one person who had 
not been critically ill at the time of the surgery. 
During the May trial held in the Solna district court, 
prosecutors argued that the surgeries on three 
patients in Sweden constituted assault, or alternative-
ly bodily harm due to negligence, as Macchiarini dis-
regarded “science and proven experience.” 

The district court agreed with the prosecutors that 
the procedures were not consistent with “science and 
proven experience,” but cleared Macchiarini on two 
counts as the patients’ health were in such a dire 
state. 

“Given the patients’ condition the district court 
finds that the procedures on the first two patients 
were justifiable,” it said in a statement. However in the 
case of the third patient, the court found him guilty of 
“causing bodily harm.” 

“At the time of the procedure of the third patient, 
the experience from the first procedures was such 
that the surgeon should have refrained from letting 
yet another patient go through the operation,” the 
court said. Macchiarini was handed a suspended sen-
tence, which in Sweden means that if he were to com-
mit another crime during a two-year probation peri-

od, the court would re-evaluate his sentence. 
 

‘Plan B’  
Together with his colleagues, Macchiarini, 63, per-

formed a total of eight such transplants between 2011 
and 2014 — three in Sweden in 2011 and 2012, and 
five in Russia. The three patients in Sweden died, 
though the deaths have not been directly linked to the 
surgeries. Four of the five Russian patients have also 
died, according to Swedish media reports. 

Macchiarini himself insisted in court that the trans-
plants were an alternative decided upon after all oth-
er options had been excluded-what he referred to as 
a “Plan B.” His lawyer, Bjorn Hurtig, meanwhile insist-
ed that the surgeries were the result of “teamwork” 
and had been discussed with other senior colleagues. 

Macchiarini was also employed by the Karolinska 
Institute research facility, which awards the Nobel 
Medicine Prize. An external review in 2015 found 
Macchiarini guilty of research misconduct. Even 
though the Institute sacked him in 2016, it repeatedly 
defended him until 2018, when its own review found 
him and several other researchers guilty of scientific 
misconduct. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: File photo shows US president Richard 
Nixon, visits US troops in Vietnam. Fifty years since it 
ignited Washington, the Watergate affair remains a 
cautionary tale on the threat of untrammeled presiden-
tial power and the yardstick against which all other 
political scandals are judged.  —AFP

Paolo Macchiarini seen with a patient.
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The European Commission will meet Friday to 

give its official opinion on Ukraine’s formal bid for 
EU candidacy, which must be approved by all 27 
member states. 

Once a candidate, it may take several years for 
Ukraine - already a poor country with a reputation 
for corruption before Russia’s assault - to meets 
membership criteria. The NATO alliance will also 
meet in Madrid before the end of the month - with 
Zelensky attending as a guest by videoconference. 
Members will discuss weapons and training for 
Ukrainian forces and shoring up their own eastern 
flank against the Russian threat. 

“I explained our essential needs in the field of 
defense,” Zelensky said after meeting the visiting 
leaders. “We are expecting new deliveries, above all 
heavy weapons, modern artillery, anti-aircraft 
defence systems,” he said, even as Macron said 
France would send six Caesar self-propelled how-
itzers to add to the 12 already deployed on 
Ukraine’s eastern front. “Every batch of these deliv-
eries saves Ukrainians. Every day of delayed or 
postponed decisions is an opportunity for the 
Russian military to kill Ukrainians or ruin our cities,” 
Zelensky said. 

Earlier, on a tour of Irpin, Macron had declared: 
“France has been alongside Ukraine since day one. 
We stand with the Ukrainians without ambiguity. 
Ukraine must resist and win.” Surrounded by the 
wreckage left by Ukraine’s successful but hard-

fought defense of its capital in the early stages of the 
113-day-old conflict, Draghi said: “We will rebuild 
everything. They destroyed kindergartens, they 
destroyed playgrounds. Everything will be rebuilt.”  

It is the first time the three have visited Kyiv since 
Russia’s Feb 24 invasion. Germany, especially, has 
been criticized for slow weapons deliveries, but 
western defense ministers met in Brussels to discuss 
what more they can do and on Wednesday, US 
President Joe Biden announced $1 billion worth of 
new arms for Ukrainian forces. Moscow was dismis-
sive of the European visit, and of the arms supplies. 
“Supporting Ukraine by further pumping Ukraine 
with weapons,” warned Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov would be “absolutely useless and will cause 
further damage to the country”.  

Zelensky countered: “Russia does not want 
peace, it never wants anything but war.” The new US 
support package includes howitzers, ammunition, 
anti-ship missile systems, and additional rockets for 
new artillery systems that Ukraine will soon put in 
the field. Fighting in eastern Ukraine is focused on 
the industrial city of Severodonetsk, and Russians 
forces appear close to consolidating control after 
weeks of intense battles. 

Sergiy Gaiday - the governor of the Lugansk 
region, which includes the city - said Thursday 
around 10,000 civilians remain trapped in the city, 
out of a pre-war population of some 100,000. Kyiv’s 
army is “holding back the enemy as much as possi-
ble,” he said on Telegram. “For almost four months 
they have dreamt of controlling Severodonetsk... and 
they do not count the victims.” 

Elsewhere, Russia launched a missile strike in 
Ukraine’s northeast Sumy region, killing four people 
and injuring six others, governor Dmytro Zhyvytsky 
said on Telegram. —AFP 

Top EU leaders 
back Ukraine...
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 targeted a house on the outskirts of the village 

where displaced people from the Syrian city of 
Aleppo were living. 

He reported busy activity in the skies during the 
nighttime operation. “About eight aircraft flew for 
more than an hour and a half,” he said. “When they 
left, we headed to the house and found the women 
tied up and the children in a nearby field.” He said 
the women told them that coalition forces had 
arrested “a man named Fawaz”. 

Other residents told AFP that about four men 
and six women had lived in the house, but that they 
did not know whether they were a family, and that 
they did not mix with the rest of the village. Other 
eyewitnesses told AFP that a pro-Turkish Syrian 
group arrested the two other men after the opera-

tion. After IS lost its last territory following a mili-
tary onslaught backed by the US-led coalition in 
March 2019, its remnants in Syria mostly retreated 
into desert hideouts. 

IS cells have since ambushed Kurdish-led forces 
and Syrian government or allied forces, also carrying 
out similar attacks in Iraq. The group’s top leaders 
however often take cover in areas controlled by oth-
er forces. Qurashi’s notorious predecessor, Abu Bakr 
Al-Baghdadi, was killed in a US special forces raid in 
northwestern Syria, far from IS’ area of operations. 

Little is known about new leader Abu Hasan Al-
Hashemi Al-Qurashi, the jihadist group’s third chief 
since its inception. Media reports that he was cap-
tured in Istanbul last month were never confirmed, 
with a Turkish official only telling AFP that a senior 
but unidentified IS member had been detained. 

Observers have long feared a resurgence of IS in 
the badlands that straddle the Iraqi-Syrian border 
and formed the heart of the group’s once sprawling 
proto-state. Yet with constant coalition pressure on 
its leadership and its sources of financing, the 
jihadist group still has no fixed positions in either 
country and the intensity of its attacks has remained 
largely unchanged since 2019. — AFP 

US captures top 
IS leader in...
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“This is a stubborn government which sows discord 

and spreads false information,” Taboubi told the 
demonstrators. “We won’t stop campaigning, no matter 
the cost, until our demands are met.” The strike comes 
as Tunisia prepares to enter formal talks with the 
International Monetary Fund on a new bailout plan for 
its debt-laden economy. 

Tunisians are facing soaring inflation, which hit 7.8 
percent in May, and the UGTT has demanded a new 
deal to raise public sector salaries, including retroac-
tively for last year. While its opponents say the UGTT 
is ignoring the country’s deep financial woes, the IMF 
has made a bailout deal conditional on the trade 
unions’ support. The government has presented a 
reform plan to the global lender which includes a 

freeze on the public sector wage bill, progressive cuts 
to some subsidies and a restructuring of publicly 
owned companies. 

But the UGTT has warned against “painful reforms” 
aimed at pleasing the IMF. “We’re not demanding a 
pay rise, but a reset to workers’ purchasing power to 
take inflation into account,” as well as the scrapping of 
a one-percent social security tax introduced in 2018, 
Taboubi said. The union has also demanded guarantees 
that state sector firms, including some monopolies and 
flag carrier Tunisair, remain publicly owned. 

Tunisian economist Fadhel Kaboub said the strike 
was “the culmination of a collective failure by more 
than 10 Tunisian governments, the UGTT, the IMF 
and Tunisia’s international partners” to restructure 
the economy. “It will serve as a reminder to the IMF 
that working people in Tunisia can only sustain so 
much economic pain.” While the UGTT insists the 
strike is not political, it comes as President Kais 
Saied faces intense criticism for excluding opposi-
tion forces from his “national dialogue” - part of a 
push to overhaul the Tunisian state and consolidate 
an ongoing power grab. — AFP 

Tunisia grinds 
to a halt as...


