
DHAKA: Around 10,000 Muslims demonstrated in
the Bangladeshi capital on Thursday in the second
protest in a week over remarks about the Prophet
Mohammed (PBUH) by an Indian official that
sparked anger across the Islamic world. Authorities
in India have meanwhile ordered heightened securi-
ty in several regions for coming Friday prayers after
two people were shot dead in protests there last
week, local media reported.

Last Friday Muslims took to the streets in huge
numbers across Asia following the comments by a
spokeswoman for India’s
ruling party on May 26.
The governments of nearly
20 countries summoned
Indian envoys for an
explanation of Nupur
Sharma’s remarks about
the prophet and his
youngest wife.

Shouting slogans such
as “Muslims of the world
unite”, the Bangladeshi
protesters on Thursday
rallied in front of Dhaka’s biggest mosque and tried
to march to the Indian embassy before being
blocked by police.

“There were around 10,000 marchers. They
were peaceful,” senior police official Enamul Haq
told AFP. The protest was organised by Islami
Andolan Bangladesh, one of the largest Islamist
political parties in Bangladesh, which is home to the
world’s fourth-largest Muslim population.

Around 150,000 people demonstrated last
Friday in major Bangladeshi cities including 20,000

in the capital Dhaka and thousands more in towns
and at universities. Speakers at the Dhaka rally on
Thursday called for a boycott of Indian products
and demanded Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for-
mally lodge a protest with India.

Hasina, who has been in power for 13 years, is a
close ally of India and has stopped short of con-
demning Sharma’s remarks. Derogatory comments
about Islam and the prophet on social media often
trigger violent protests in Bangladesh. They often
also spark riots targeting minorities.

Last year at least six
people were killed when
widespread anti-Hindu
riots swept the southeast
of Bangladesh after an
alleged desecration of a
Quran, Islam’s holy book,
in a Hindu temple. 

Bulldozers 
Since coming to power

in 2014, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s govern-

ment and his Bharatiya Janata Party have been
accused of championing discriminatory policies
towards India’s Muslim minority. Sharma’s com-
ments sent the BJP into damage control, with the
party suspending her from its ranks and insisting it
respected all religions.

As largely peaceful protests raged in several
Indian cities last Friday, police opened fire in east-
ern Ranchi, killing two people after demonstrators
threw stones and bottles. Since then the homes of
several people arrested or identified as protesters

have been demolished with bulldozers in the state
of Uttar Pradesh, which is governed for the BJP by
hardline Hindu monk Yogi Adityanath. Amnesty
International called for an immediate end to what
the rights group called a “vicious” crackdown and
“excessive use of force, arbitrary detention and
punitive house demolitions”.

Authorities in several Indian regions including
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Muslim-majority
Kashmir have told security personnel to tighten
security around mosques on Friday, local media
reported. The Hindustan Times newspaper said a
few districts in these states had banned congrega-
tions of more than four people.  —AFP

India heightens security in several regions for coming Friday prayers

Fresh protest in Bangladesh 
over India prophet remarks

DHAKA: Activists and supporters gather outside the Baitul Mukarram National mosque before marching towards
the Indian embassy in Dhaka on June 16, 2022, to protest against the remarks on the Prophet Mohammed (PBUH)
by an India’s ruling party official.  —AFP

Thousands flock to 
Indonesian volcano 
for Hindu ritual 
PROBOLINGGO, Indonesia: Thousands of Hindu
worshippers climbed an active volcano in Indonesia
on Thursday to throw offerings from crops to live-
stock down its smouldering crater in a centuries-
old religious ceremony.

Every year people from the Tengger tribe gather
from villages in the highlands around Mount Bromo
to trek to its peak to cast goats, chickens, fruit,
flowers and vegetables into its crater as part of the
Yadnya Kasada festival.

A chain of worshippers, some lugging goats on
their backs, trekked to the edge of the crater in hope
of pleasing their Hindu gods while bringing prosper-
ity and good fortune to the communities of the
Tenggerese, an Indigenous group in eastern Java.

“Despite the pandemic, I still come up here
every year bringing crops (to be thrown into the
crater) to express gratitude to the gods and the
ancestors,” Wawan, one of the worshippers, told
AFP. Wawan had earlier launched offerings of
chicken and crops into the volcanic cauldron while

wishing for good health and fortune on top of the
mountain famed for its stunning sunrise views.

Some villagers not part of the Tengger tribe
stood on the crater’s steep slopes armed with nets
in a bid to snatch the offerings out of the air before
they disappeared into the smokey void. It is not
part of the ritual, but some members of the local
population have the frugal urge not to let the offer-
ings go to waste.

Thursday’s ritual was the third Yadnya Kasada
ceremony since the COVID-19 pandemic hit
Indonesia, but it did not deter worshippers from
again carrying out their yearly sacrifice. Bambang
Suprapto, head of the area’s Hindu community
association, said the annual ritual had to continue
as it “cannot be held in another place” or virtually.

But access to the crater during the ritual was
limited to worshippers and tourists were barred in
line with the government’s COVID-19 guidance, he
added. The festival dates back to the 15th-century
legends of the Javanese Hindu Majapahit kingdom’s
princess Roro Anteng and her husband.

Unable to bear children after years of marriage,
the couple begged the gods for help.

Their prayers were answered and they were
promised 25 children, as long as they agreed to
sacrifice their youngest child by throwing him into
Mount Bromo.

Legend has it their son willingly jumped into

the volcano to guarantee the prosperity of the
Tengger people. The sacrifice tradition continues
to this day, although the Tengger tribe sacrifices
their harvest and farm animals instead of humans.
As local community chief Bambang lobbed his
batch of crops into the volcanic crater, he prayed
for harmonious relations between humans and
God, nature, and their fellow human beings. “If we
take care of nature, it will take care of us as well,”
he said.  —AFP

PROBOLINGGO, Indonesia: Villagers use nets to catch
offerings thrown by members of the Tengger sub-ethnic
group in the crater of the active Mount Bromo volcano
as part of the Yadnya Kasada festival in Probolinggo,
East Java province on June 16, 2022.  —AFP

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan: The
Taleban’s religious police have put up
posters across the southern Afghan
city of Kandahar saying that Muslim
women who do not wear an Islamic
hijab that fully covers their bodies are
“trying to look like animals”, an offi-
cial confirmed on Thursday.

Since seizing power in August, the
Taliban have imposed harsh restric-
tions on Afghan women, rolling back
the marginal gains they made during
the two decades since the US invaded
the country and ousted the group’s
previous regime. In May, the country’s
supreme leader and Taleban chief
Hibatullah Akhundzada approved a
decree saying women should general-
ly stay at home. They were ordered to
cover themselves completely, includ-
ing their faces, should they need to go
out in public.

This week, the Taleban’s feared
Ministry for Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice, which enforces the
group’s strict interpretation of Islam,
put up posters across Kandahar city
showing images of burqas, a type of

garment that covers a woman’s body
from head to toe.

“Muslim women who do not wear
the hijab are trying to look like ani-
mals”, say the posters, which have
been slapped on many cafes and
shops as well as on advertising hoard-
ings across Kandahar — the de facto
power centre of the Taliban.

Wearing short, tight and transpar-
ent clothes was also against
Akhundzada’s decree, the posters say.
The ministry’s spokesman in the capi-
tal Kabul was not reachable for com-
ment, but a top local official confirmed
that the posters were put up.

“We have put up these posters and
those women whose faces are not
covered (in public) we will inform
their families and take steps according
to the decree,” Abdul Rahman Tayebi,
head of the ministry in Kandahar, told
AFP. Akhundzada’s decree orders
authorities to warn and even suspend
from government jobs male relatives
of women who do not comply.

Outside of Kabul, the burqa, the
wearing of which was mandatory for

women under the Taleban’s first stint
in power, is common.

On Wednesday, United Nations
rights chief Michelle Bachelet
slammed the hardline Islamist govern-
ment for its “institutionalised system-
atic oppression” of women. “Their sit-
uation is critical,” she said.

After returning to power, the
Taleban had promised a softer version
of their previous harsh system of gov-

ernance, enforced from 1996 to 2001.
But since August, many restrictions

have been imposed on women. Tens of
thousands of girls have been shut out
of secondary schools, while women
have been barred from returning to
many government jobs.

Women have also been banned
from travelling alone and can only vis-
it public parks in the capital on days
when men are not allowed.  —AFP

KANDAHAR: A burqa-clad woman walks past a banner placed by Taleban author-
ities asking women to wear a hijab, in Kandahar on June 16, 2022.  —AFP

Thai influencers 
charged with royal 
insult over adverts
BANGKOK, Thailand: Thai police charged three
social  media inf luencers with lese majeste
Thursday over controversial social media adver-
tisments for an e-commerce firm that monarchists
said mocked a member of the royal family.

The TikTok clips promoting Lazada-owned by
China’s Alibaba Group-enraged ultra-royalists
who called for it to be banned in the kingdom, and
led to the Thai military barring the firm’s delivery

vehicles from its premises.
Criticism of the monarchy is taboo in Thailand,

where King Maha Vajiralongkorn and his close
family are protected by some of the world’s
toughest royal insult laws, with each charge carry-
ing a prison term of up to 15 years.

Police Colonel Sir iwat Deepo from the
Technology Crime Suppression Division con-
firmed to AFP the arrest of the three people act-
ing in the clips: Anuwat Pratumklin, Kittikhun
Thamakitirat and Thidaporn Chaokovieng. Their
lawyer Duangrat Srinaunt told AFP the trio had
been freed on bail  and that they denied the
charges.

In the clips Thidaporn, wearing a traditional
Thai silk costume, sits in a wheelchair playing an
influencer’s mother-which angry monarchists said

was an insulting allusion to a member of the royal
family. The material also attracted criticism from
disability campaigners who described it as dis-
tasteful and disrespectful to wheelchair users.

Lazada-one of Southeast Asia’s biggest online
shopping platforms-and the advertising firm which
produced the clips have issued apologies. “We
understand the content has traumatised the public
and reduced human dignity,” the retailer said in
May, adding the adverts had been taken down.

Thailand’s lese majeste laws have long drawn
critcism from human rights activists, who say they
are overly broad and misused to suppress debate.
Use of the legislation slowed for several years but
picked up again when youth-led street protests
sprung up in 2020 calling for democratic change
and reforms to the monarchy.  —AFP
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Nigeria police rescue 35 teens 

LAGOS: Nigerian police say they have res-
cued 35 teenage girls from a hotel where
they were used as sex slaves and then
forced to give birth and sell their babies.
Nigerian pol ice have previously freed
dozens of under-aged women and babies
from il legal maternity homes known as
“baby factories” where women are forced
to have children for sale on the black mar-
ket. The teenagers were rescued from the
Gally Gally hotel on Monday in the south-
eastern state of Anambra, where they were
used “for sex slaves, prostitution and baby
factory,” state police spokesman Tochukwu
Ikenga said late Wednesday. Four of the
girls were pregnant, he said, while some
weapons and cash were recovered from the
hotel . Ikenga said invest igat ions were
ongoing while the girls would be handed
over to the government agencies for reha-
bilitation.  —AFP

New permits for Gaza workers

JERUSALEM: Zionist entity announced an
extra 2,000 entry permits for Palestinians in
Gaza Thursday, bringing the total number of
permits for workers from the blockaded
enclave to 14,000. “Following a security
assessment, the minister of defence has
decided to raise the quota of entry permits
for work and commerce in the Zionist entity
by an additional 2,000,” COGAT, the Zionist
defence ministry body responsible for civil
affairs in the Palestinian territories, said. “All
the latest civil measures regarding the Gaza
Strip are dependent on the continued main-
tenance of stable security over time, and
their expansion will be considered in light of
the situation as evaluated,” it said in a state-
ment. Zionist entity has maintained a strict
blockade on the Gaza Strip since 2007,
when the Palestinian Islamist group Hamas
seized power. Only the Rafah crossing
between Gaza and Egypt is outside Zionist
control and it too has remained largely
closed.  —AFP

Slovakia donates choppers to Ukraine

BRATISLAVA: Slovakia has donated one Mi-
2 and four Mi-17 helicopters and thousands
of Grad rockets to Ukraine, Defence Minister
Jaroslav Nad said on his Facebook account
on Thursday. “This assistance to Ukraine, as
well as all previous supplies, will be reim-
bursed from the European Peace Facility,
which is a strong expression of the European
Union’s solidarity with Ukraine,” Nad said.
The defence minister said Ukraine was
already using the donated helicopters and
ammunition and that the helicopters donated
had been replaced by UH-60M Black Hawks.
Slovakia has donated military equipment to
Ukraine worth 154 million euros ($160 mil-
lion) since the beginning of the war, the
defence ministry said.  Ukraine has pleaded
for allies to send more weapons to help it
repel Russia’s invasion, with officials saying
only a fraction of what they have asked for
has so far been delivered.  —AFP
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