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The private museum that owns an
iconic dress worn by Marilyn
Monroe allowed it to be “perma-

nently damaged” when it lent it to reality
star Kim Kardashian for her appearance
at the Met Gala extravaganza last
month, a Monroe memorabilia collector
alleged Wednesday. A platinum blonde
Kardashian shined but also stirred con-
troversy when she donned the stunning
skintight gown Monroe wore in 1962 to
sing “Happy Birthday, Mr President” to
John F Kennedy.

Scott Fortner, a collector who runs a
website dedicated entirely to Monroe,
released before and after photos this
week of the crystal-studded cream
gown. The after shots were taken by a
friend of Fortner, who saw the dress on
display Sunday at curiosity museum
Ripleyʼs Believe It or Not! in Los
Angeles, which owns the dress and had
allowed Kardashian to wear it.

The comparison shots seem to show
small tears in the fabric near hooks that

fastened the dress together as well as
missing crystals and others hanging by a
thread. The alleged damage to the
gown, which Ripleyʼs bought at auction
for a record $4.8 million, has drawn
widespread criticism on social media in

recent days.
In an update published to his

Instagram account on Wednesday,
Fortner specified that “I blame Ripleyʼs,
as they allowed the dress to be worn.” “I
feel that any and every celebrity offered

a chance to wear this garment very likely
would jump at the opportunity,” he said.
“Thereʼs a reason someone would want
to wear it. Kim K. just happened to be
the one who got to do it.” “Itʼs now per-
manently damaged, and likely would
have been damaged regardless of who
wore it,” Fortner said.

Asked by AFP about the accusations,
Ripleyʼs did not respond Wednesday
afternoon. In early May, Ripleyʼs trum-
peted the opportunity for Kardashian to
wear the dress.

“Great care was taken to preserve
this piece of history. With input from gar-
ment conservationists, appraisers,
archivists, and insurance, the garmentʼs
condition was top priority,” the company
said. Kardashian, who reportedly went
on a major diet to be able to squeeze
into the legendary garment, did not
respond to the allegations on her social
networks. — AFP

US actor Kevin Spacey leaves the Westminster Magistrates’ Court, in London after attending the
opening of his trial. —AFP

An orphan baby manatee (trichechus manatus manatus) named
Tasajerito is being fed by a marine biologist at the Marine Fauna
Attention, Assessment and Rehabilitation Center and the
Rodadero Aquarium in Santa Marta, Colombia.

An orphan baby manatee (trichechus manatus manatus) named
Tasajerito swims.

An orphan baby manatee (trichechus manatus manatus) named
Tasajerito swims.—AFP photos

Beyonce

Hollywood actor Kevin Spacey on
Thursday “strenuously” denied
claims that he sexually assaulted

three men, as the US star appeared in a
London court to face charges. Deputy
Chief Magistrate Tan Ikram granted him
unconditional bail until the next hearing,
set for 9:30 am (0830 GMT) on July 14 at
Southwark Crown Court in south London.

Spacey, 62, smiled but made no com-
ment to a scrum of waiting reporters, pho-
tographers and television cameras as he
arrived and left Westminster Magistrates
Court in bright sunshine. Inside the court-
room, the actor, wearing a light blue suit,
stood in the dock to give his full name as
Kevin Spacey Fowler, his date of birth and
an address in London.

No formal pleas were given at the
hearing, which lasted 28 minutes. But his
lawyer Patrick Gibbs told the court: “Mr
Spacey strenuously denies any and all
criminality in this case. “He needs to
answer these charges if he is to proceed
with his life.”

The court was told that Spacey lives in
the United States, where he has family
and a nine-year-old dog. The judge for-
mally withdrew an arrest warrant issued
two weeks ago after hearing that the two-
time Oscar winner had arrived in London
on Monday to appear in person. “You
have cooperated, I am told, with the
authorities in New York and you have vol-

untarily attended these proceedings here
today,” the judge told him. In England and
Wales, first appearances at magistratesʼ
courts are largely procedural, with prose-
cutors sketching out the charges and the
judge setting bail. Defendants are typically
not obliged to enter a formal plea. More
serious cases are sent to the crown court,
where judges have greater sentencing
powers in the event of a conviction.

Charges 
The Crown Prosecution Service, which

is responsible for bringing prosecutions in
England and Wales, said last month it had
authorized charges against Spacey. The
first two charges of sexual assault date
from March 2005 in London and concern
the same man, who is now in his 40s. The
third is alleged to have happened in
London in August 2008 against a man
who is now in his 30s.

Spacey has also been charged “with
causing a person to engage in penetrative
sexual activity without consent” against
the same man. The fourth sexual assault
charge is alleged to have occurred in
Gloucestershire, western England, in April
2013 against a third man, who is now in
his 30s. None of the alleged victims can
be identified under English law.—AFP

Beyonce returns
with new album
‘Renaissance’
Beyonce is back with a new album,

“Renaissance”, due on July 29 —
her first since 2016. The singerʼs

website showed what appeared to a new
solo album available for pre-order, with
further details to be published soon. Her
social media profiles were also updated
to read “act I ... RENAISSANCE”, sug-
gesting there may be multiple releases.

Beyonce has not given much away
ahead of previous launches, dropping
her self-titled album in December 2013
out of the blue, and giving a teaser trailer
for 2016ʼs “Lemonade” just one week
before it appeared. The 40-year-old has
kept busy in the intervening years, col-
laborating with her husband Jay-Z on
2018ʼs “Everything is Love” and releas-
ing a live album and film, “Homecoming”
the following year.

The latter featured her already-mythic
performance at Coachella in 2018, con-
sidered one of the greatest festival per-
formances ever. She also contributed a
song, “Black Parade”, to the live-action
remake of “The Lion King”, which won
her 28th Grammy-breaking the record
for a female artist. — AFP

Dublin celebrates
‘Bloomsday’ as
Joyce’s ‘Ulysses’
hits 100

One hundred years ago, a wandering
Irish writer emerged from the ashes
of World War I with a reworking of

Greek myth that still retains the power to
shock, to confound and to intrigue. James
Joyceʼs “Ulysses” was first published in
February 1922 in Paris after printers in
Britain had refused to handle the
“obscene” novel. It remained banned there
and in the United States for years. The
anniversary four months ago was duly
observed by Joyceans around the world.
But this week fans will don period dress to
celebrate their annual commemoration of
the novel with more than usual gusto.

“Ulysses” plays out entirely on one day-
June 16, 1904 — and follows the emphati-
cally unheroic Leopold Bloom around
British-ruled Dublin, obliquely tracking the
adventures of Homerʼs protagonist
Odysseus on his epic return home from
the Trojan War. For “Bloomsday” this
Thursday, performers in costumes from the
turn of the 20th century-straw boater hats
and bonnets-will re-enact scenes from the
book across the Irish capital. Swenyʼs
Pharmacy, where Bloom buys lemon soap
for his wife Molly, will become a stage for
re-enactments of the bookʼs “Lotus Eaters”
scene, while a funeral procession for
another character, Paddy Dignam, will be
held in the cityʼs Glasnevin Cemetery.

ʻBit of craicʼ 
Events for the centenary have been

held throughout Dublin this week. On
Tuesday an audience crammed into the
first-floor room of a Napoleonic era fort in
Sandycove, where Joyce once stayed, to
watch a performance of an imagined sec-
ond meeting between the Irish author and
his French contemporary Marcel Proust.
Now a museum and place of pilgrimage for
“Ulysses” enthusiasts as the setting for the
novelʼs opening scene, the two titans of

20th century literature debate Joyceʼs lega-
cy and sip wine-apple juice for the matinee
performance-in the towerʼs living quarters.

“Itʼs just been fantastic to get down here
and immerse ourselves in a bit of craic
(fun),” Tom Fitzgerald, a volunteer with the
museum who played Joyce in the perform-
ance, told AFP. “Some people take it very
seriously. I always say at Sandycove we
do the eating, drinking and singing part of
ʻUlyssesʼ and if Joyce was around, heʼd be
here. He wouldnʼt be at some symposium.”
Irish embassies around the globe will be
marking the day with events including a
Zulu performance of Molly Bloomʼs closing
soliloquy in Johannesburg and a
Vietnamese rendering of Joyceʼs
“Dubliners” collection of short stories in
Hanoi. Elsewhere, grassroots festivals
organized by fans in places ranging from
Toronto to Melbourne and Shanghai are
also taking place.

Incisive questions 
A totemic work of early 20th century

modernist literature, “Ulysses” is densely
allusive and hard to categorize. It disman-
tles genres as Joyce responds in revolu-
tionary style to Irish nationalism, religious
dogma and sexual politics, among a host
of other themes. Bloom himself is Jewish,
an outsider in Catholic Ireland. The novel is
sometimes smutty, sometimes scatologi-
cal, and sometimes impossible to decipher.
But it is often bitingly funny, and never less
than thought-provoking, as Joyce answers
Homer with his own modernist take on
myth.

For Darina Gallagher, the director of
James Joyce Centre in Dublin, “Ulysses”,
which was published in the same year as
the Irish state was formed, raises ques-
tions that Ireland still contends with. “We
havenʼt really been able to talk about gen-
der and politics, identity and nationalism.
And weʼre still only growing up as a society
to confront issues of the Catholic Church
that we canʼt believe Joyce is writing
about,” she said. “Ulysses” was written in
self-imposed exile away from Dublin as
Joyce spent War War I on his own odyssey
around Europe, from Trieste to Zurich and
Paris. The Bloomsday tributes carry a cer-
tain irony: Ireland, then in the grip of
Catholic orthodoxy, refused to repatriate
Joyceʼs body when he died in 1941, aged
only 58. He was buried in Zurich.—AFP

Media awards
highlight 
human stories
of climate crisis
Rising ice melt in Greenland, the

impact of relentless heat waves in
California, and the precarious

future of coastal cities were among sub-
jects featured at the annual Covering
Climate Now Journalism Awards
unveiled Wednesday. The winning
entries were hailed by judges for captur-
ing the urgency of the global climate cri-
sis, bringing to light “abundant solu-
tions,” and inspiring people and policy-
makers to act.

Among work honored was an HBO
Max documentary on two pre-teen sis-
ters as their sixth-generation family farm
in Iowa is battered by cycles of drought
and flooding. The judges said the film
succeeded in showing how “a small sto-
ry becomes a large, important one” with
the sisters and their parents taking joy in
farm chores but recognizing climate
change is rendering their way of life
unsustainable.

Justin Worland of Time was named
journalist of the year, while AFP won an
award for a “globe-spanning” video proj-
ect on how rising seas will rewrite maps,
doom some major cities and impact the
worldʼs poorest. “Better news coverage
is an essential climate solution, a cata-
lyst that makes progress on every part of
the problem-from politics to business,
lifestyle change to systems change-more
likely,” said Mark Hertsgaard, executive
director of Covering Climate Now. The
23 winners were selected from over 900
entries from 65 countries for the awardsʼ
second year.

Other winners included Al Jazeera on a
UNESCO World Heritage site in Senegal
crumbling beneath rising seas, PBS cov-
erage of the COP26 summit in Scotland,
and a Guardian podcast series on Pacific
Island nations. Covering Climate Now is a
global media project devoted to reporting
on global warming. — AFP

Working 24/7 to save
baby manatee
orphaned in Colombia

Last September, Tasajerito the mana-
tee was found lost in a Colombian
swamp, just three days old and sep-

arated from his mother. Nine months later,
the baby sea cow weighs as much as an
adult woman and is bottle fed round the
clock by doting aquarium staff. Though
much stronger now, Tasajeritoʼs prognosis
is still touch-and-go, said Angela Davila, a
veterinarian at the Rodadero Aquarium in
Santa Marta in northern Colombia, near
where he was found.

“Tasajerito is... still considered critical,”

Davila told AFP. “He appears strong, he
appears lively and to be feeding well, but
things can change in a heartbeat.”
Rescued by fishermen, Tasajerito was
brought to the aquarium with little hope of
survival. A search for his mother proved
fruitless. Now safely ensconced in a dedi-
cated pool at the aquarium, he has clung
to life-increasing his consumption of a
special vitamin-boosted milk formula six-
fold in a few months. Today, Tasajerito
measures over 1.5 meters (4.9 feet) in
length and weighs 53 kilograms (117
pounds). Yet, he is still “a newborn,” said
Rodadero marine biologist Julieth Prieto,
who noted that manatees are raised by
their mothers for five years and suckle for
half that time. “This makes the rehabilita-
tion process... a challenge because we
have to meet those needs that the mother
usually provides,” she said.

ʻVulnerableʼ species 
Tasajeritoʼs human foster parents are

also teaching him to float, dive and swim.
To be released into the wild one day-
hopefully in about two yearsʼ time-he will
have to grow to between three and four
meters in length and weigh some 600 kg.

The American Manatee species
(Trichechus manatus), to which
Tasajerito belongs, is listed as “vulnera-
ble” to extinction on the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Red List, its population of some 10,000
individuals on the decline. Threats
include residential and commercial
development, aquaculture and shipping
lanes, with watercraft strikes responsible
for a large number of deaths, according
to the IUCN.

In Colombia, hunting by humans is a
major threat, as are hippos-a foreign

species introduced by drug trafficker
Pablo Escobar, who imported some as
pets in the 1980s. The hippos now num-
ber more than 100, competing for food
and space with manatees.

The manatee is one of the worldʼs
largest aquatic mammals, and according
to Prieto, fulfils “irreplaceable ecological
functions” in its population area that
stretches from Brazilʼs east coast all the
way to the southeastern United States.
Seasonal migrants, they help keep rivers
and water channels clear, devouring as
much as 50 kg of aquatic plants each
every day. “If this species were to
become extinct, we would have to
dredge to restore water flow between
rivers, swamps and the sea,” Prieto
said.— AFP


