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Man City to launch 
Premier League title 
defense at West Ham
LONDON: Manchester City wi l l  begin the
defense of their Premier League title at West Ham
while Liverpool travel to Fulham on the opening
weekend of the season. The 2022/23 fixtures,
published on Thursday, give new Manchester
United manager Erik ten Hag an opening test at
Old Trafford against Brighton, who hammered
United 4-0 last month. 

Nottingham Forest’s first match in the top
flight for 23 years will be at Newcastle. Pep
Guardiola’s City will start their bid for a fifth title
in six seasons at the London Stadium on Sunday,
August 7, after all their rivals have begun their
campaigns. Frank Lampard, whose Everton side
narrowly escaped relegation, comes up against
his former employers Chelsea on the previous
evening.

For the second season running Arsenal have
the honor of kicking-off the new campaign with
a short trip to Crystal Palace on Friday, August
5. Liverpool and City renew their rivalry at
Anf ie ld  in  mid-October, a f ter  a  midweek
Champions League tie, with the return fixture
scheduled for the start  of  Apri l . Reds boss
Jurgen Klopp is unlikely to be impressed with
their fixture allocation in conjunction with their
European commitments.

Their  three away matches fol lowing
Champions League group games are against
Chelsea, Arsenal and Tottenham. The traditional
“Big Six” have been kept apart on the final week-
end before the mid-season break for the World
Cup in Qatar, the weekend of November 12/13.
Following the resumption of the campaign on
December 26, Leeds host City and United wel-
come Forest. City head to Brentford on the final
day of  the season, with Liverpool  away at
Southampton. —AFP

HALLE WESTFALEN: Nick Kyrgios impressively
rallied past Stefanos Tsitsipas at the Halle grass
court tournament on Wednesday to hammer home
his status as a Wimbledon threat but only after a
spat with the chair umpire over sweating. Kyrgios
defeated world number six Tsitsipas 5-7, 6-2, 6-4 to
reach a second successive quarter-final after also
making the last eight in Stuttgart five days ago.

The 27-year-old smashed his racquet after losing
the opener after saving three set points. He then got
into a minor spat with the chair umpire in the third
game of the second set, landing himself with a
warning for time-wasting. “He said I was playing
too slow - statistically I’m one of the fastest,”
Kyrgios said. “I had to walk to the sidelines to get
my towel, there is this thing called sweat in 30
Celsius heat that runs down onto your hands.

“I needed to wipe my hands and he gave me a
warning.” Kyrgios immediately sat down mid-game
on his bench and thrashed the point out with the
chair before returning to the court amid cheers.
“The support I get from crowds around the world is
amazing. They want me to go out and put on a
show,” he said. Kyrgios called what he judged a friv-
olous warning “an unnecessary part of the game. It’s
not needed in a stadium full of people”. “I later hit
two aces just to prove my point.”

Kyrgios, who has played only five events this
season outside of Australia, said he is proud of win-
ning on his own terms - without a coach and play-
ing only when it suits him - while still keeping his
ranking at its current 65th. “There needs to be more
grass events for sure, I’ve been talking about it for
ages,” he said after defeating the second seeded
Greek while saving seven of eight break points in

just over two hours. “If we had six grass court tour-
naments in Australia, I’d never leave the country.”

Kyrgios will play a Friday quarter-final against
Pablo Carreno Busta after the Spanish sixth seed
beat Sebastian Korda 6-4, 0-6, 6-3. The Australian
said that his lack of a massive tennis work ethic is
actually a help to his game. “If I can beat some of the
best players in the world and play at this level with
as few events as I play, I’m pretty happy. “I’ve got a
lot of people whom I’m playing for back home and
they all want me to keep winning matches like this.
This just proves that you can do it all your own way.”

Queen’s last eight
In another development, Marin Cilic made it into

the last eight of the Queen’s grass-court tournament
on Wednesday, with a 7-6 (8/6) 7-5 win over
Alexander Bublik. This event acts as a warm-up for
Wimbledon where Croatia’s Cilic went all the way
to the final in 2017 before losing to Roger Federer in
straight sets. The 33-year-old Cilic has been in good
form of late, advancing to the last four of this sea-
son’s French Open before losing to Casper Ruud.

But Denis Shapovalov, a Wimbledon semi-finalist
last year, was beaten in the first round at Queen’s on
Wednesday, the sixth seed going down in three sets
to Tommy Paul of the United States. Paul took the
first set 6-4 only for Shapovalov to draw level by
taking the second set 6-2. But Paul held his nerve to
win the decider 6-4. Finnish qualifier Emil
Ruusuvuori beat Britain’s Jack Draper 6-2, 7-6 (7/2)
to advance into the quarter-finals. World number 56
Ruusuvuori was in fine form, hitting 29 winners
while forcing nine break points.

Defending champion Matteo Berrettini and

three-time Grand Slam title winner Stan Wawrinka
will try to join Cilic and Ruusuvuori in the last eight
when they face Denis Kudla and world number 35
Paul on Thursday. With no points on offer at
Wimbledon this summer, due to the decision by the

All England Club to ban Russian and Belarusian
competitors following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
the Queen’s Club event is one of last opportunities
for players to boost their rankings ahead of the
hard-court season. —AFP

Former Wimbledon finalist Cilic into Queen’s last eight

No sweat as impressive 
Kyrgios sees off Tsitsipas

MIAMI GARDENS, FLORIDA: John Isner returns a shot to Nick Kyrgios and Thanasi Kokkinakis of Australia
while playing with Hubert Hurkacz of Poland during the Miami Open at Hard Rock Stadium on March 31,
2022 in Miami Gardens, Florida. —AFP

Mbappe ‘confused’ 
by ‘economic and
political pressure’
MADRID: Real Madrid president Florentino
Perez has claimed Kylian Mbappe decided to stay
at Paris Saint-Germain because he was “con-
fused” after being put under intense “political and
economic pressure”. But when asked about the
possibility of Mbappe joining Real Madrid in the
future, Perez kept the door open to the 23-year-
old. “This Mbappe is not my Mbappe,” Perez said.
“But if he changes, who knows? Life takes a
thousand turns.”

Mbappe stunned Real Madrid last month by
rejecting a move to the Santiago Bernabeu in
favor of signing a new three-year contract at
PSG, with a reported salary of between 40 to 50
million euros ($41.6 million to $52 million). “They
practically offered him the chance to be the
leader, not only of a football team, but the man-
agement,” Perez told the Spanish television pro-
gram El Chiringuito on Wednesday. “We saw that
it was not the Mbappe that we wanted to bring -
but it was a result of the pressure he was under
that he changed his dreams.

“If a kid is called by the president of a country,
of course it affects him... that influenced him a lot.

But you can succeed at Real Madrid, like Zidane
did, and also be a source of pride for the presi-
dent of your country.” Perez believes Mbappe
was influenced most by French and Qatari politi-
cal pressure, due to the reported involvement of
French president Emmanuel Macron, as well as
PSG president Nasser Al-Khelaifi, who is chair-
man of Qatar Sports Investments. “I think the
pressure that might have affected him the most
was the politics,” Perez said.

“That, plus the money and the offer of leader-
ship have made him change his mind. He had a
hard time. When you get into a panic, you try to
get out of that as quickly as possible, I can
understand that. But what I can’t understand is
the King of Spain calling a Spanish club to tell
him a player should stay. “There are two states
involved there, one is Qatar and the other is
France,” Perez continued. “I have been here since
2000 and I have never seen that before, that a
president of a state calls a player. You can be a
world-class player and not play in France, like
(Zinedine) Zidane or (Karim) Benzema.”

Asked for a second time about Mbappe joining
in the future, Perez said: “I tell you calmly, that
life is not over yet.” Real Madrid had also been
linked with a move for Erling Haaland at Borussia
Dortmund but by the time Mbappe chose to stay
at PSG, Haaland had joined Manchester City. “It
had nothing to do with it. We already have the
best centre-forward in the world (Benzema) so
this situation was incompatible with Haaland,”
Perez said. —AFP

SAINT-DENIS: France’s forward Kylian Mbappe (right)
fights for the ball with Croatia’s defender Martin Erlic
(left) during the UEFA Nations League - League A Group
1 football match between France and Croatia at the
Stade de France. —AFP

Man City target
Italian Palermo
MANCHESTER: Several Italian media outlets
reported on Thursday that the City Football
Group, which owns dozens of clubs including
Manchester City, is looking to acquire Palermo,
who have just returned to the second division. And
Gazzetta dello Sport wrote that “negotiations for
the sale of Palermo to the City Football Group are

moving forward with great strides,” while Sky
Sport believed that “a deal could be concluded in
the coming days.” 

She indicated that the president of the Sicilian
club, businessman Dario Meri, could keep a small
stake in the acquisition project, which has been dis-
cussed for several months. Meri was one of a group
of investors who bought the club in 2019 after filing
for bankruptcy and relegation to the fourth division.
The club did not express its reaction to this news,
having contacted Agence France-Presse.

Palermo, a club that played in the first division

until 2017 and defended its colors, especially
Argentines Javier Pastore, Paulo Dybala and
Uruguayan Edinson Cavani, moved up to the third
division in 2020 before reserving a ticket to the
second division this season by defeating Padua in
the playoffs. City Football Group Foundation, an
Emirati foundation, has full or partial control over 11
clubs, according to its website, including
Manchester City, France’s Troyes, Spain’s Sporting
Gijon, Belgium’s Lommel, New York City”,
Australian Melbourne City, Japanese Yokohama
Marinos. and Chinese Sichuan Junio.  —Agencies 

Brown defiant 
as Celtics face
Warriors clash
BOSTON: Boston’s backs are against the wall heading
into game six of the NBA Finals, but Celtics star Jaylen
Brown vowed they won’t back down against the
Golden State Warriors. “We’re looking forward to the
challenge,” Brown said Wednesday. “We’ve got to

embrace it. Ain’t no other way around it. Last game on
our home floor to kind of embody our whole season.
“We’re looking to give it everything we’ve got. We are
not scared. We do not fear the Golden State Warriors.
We want to come out and play the best version of bas-
ketball that we can.” The Warriors moved one win away
from their fourth title in eight years with a 104-94 vic-
tory in game five in San Francisco on Monday.
Warriors star Stephen Curry had a rare off-night but
former No. 1 draft pick Andrew Wiggins came up big
on both ends of the court, pouring in 26 points, grab-
bing 13 rebounds and coming up with two steals and a
block as Golden State took a 3-2 series lead.

The Celtics, meanwhile coughed up 18 turnovers,

something they can’t afford to do on Thursday if they
want to force a decisive game seven back in California.
Brown said Boston’s rocky start to the season will stand
the team in good stead now as they try to bounce back
from two straight defeats. “Everything has been a
learning experience,” Brown said of a season that saw
the Celtics languishing under .500 at the halfway point.

“We wear everything that we learned this year as a
badge of honor,” Brown said. “We don’t let it hang over
our heads. We bounce back. We’ve been able to
respond well all year.” Teammate Marcus Smart, the
defensive player of the year, echoed those sentiments.
“We’ve kind of been forced to play with our backs
against the wall,” Smart said. “We got real used to it

where it’s kind of part of us, in our nature now. It’s
nothing new to us. It’s another game. It’s another tough
game.” Smart said it won’t take a revolutionary plan to
stop Curry and Co, but an attention to detail.

“We all know deep in this run and in this game
when you are going up against some of the greats, the
margin of error is very small,” he said. While the
Celtics are chasing a record-setting 18th NBA title for
the franchise, none of the current players had
appeared in the Finals before. Nevertheless, Brown
said there’s no doubt among the Celtics that they can
force game seven. “We have all the belief in ourselves,”
he said. “We’re going to come out and leave it all out
there. That’s the whole intent.” —AFP


