
KUWAIT: Some 40 years ago, the 
Kuwait national team made their  mark 
on the biggest football event in the 
world, partaking in the 1982 FIFA World 
Cup in Spain as the first GCC and Arab 
Asian country to compete in this presti-
gious tournament. Kuwait qualified to 
the FIFA World Cup after topping their 
group, which included New Zealand. 
Afterwards, Kuwaiti national team com-
peted against top teams such as England, 
France and what was known then as 
Czechoslovakia.  

The “blues” drew with the 
Czechoslovakia 1-1, lost to France by 1-4, 
and gave the English team the run for 
their money losing by a sole goal. “I felt 
proud of our achievement while setting 
foot on the pitch and hearing the nation-
al anthem,” Saad Al-Houti, the skipper of 
the Kuwaiti squad in the 1982 FIFA 
World Cup, told KUNA in an interview.  

Al-Houti added that the World Cup 
appearance was the pinnacle of their 
football career, which began with win-
ning the Gulf Cup and Asian champi-
onship titles. This was followed by the 
Kuwaiti national team participation in 
the 1980 Moscow Olympic Games, 
which saw them compete against the 

Soviet Union in the quarterfinals, he 
pointed out.  

While remembering the achievements 
was important, the Kuwaiti former 
national footballer stressed that the cur-
rent generation of managements and 
athletes should set plans to bring back 
the Kuwaiti national team back in the 
forefront of football nations. The Kuwaiti 
achievement in 1982 was a result of 
meticulous planning and available talent, 
said Abdullah Al-Mayouf, another 
Kuwaiti football legend and member of 
the squad.  

Numerous training camps were 
organized for the team in Portugal and 
Morocco and various encounters were 
scheduled to sharpen out skills for the 
biggest football tournament held every 
four years, he noted, indicating that 
Kuwait and the Arab world was proud to 
see the blues amongst the 24 best 
squads in the world. Al-Mayouf remem-
bered the strong support from top gov-
ernment executives who provided the 
team with all they need to focus on the 
FIFA World Cup, but felt a bit disap-
pointed that the team did not return to 
the tournament since then.  

Reflecting similar sentiments, foot-

baller Nasser Al-Ghanim affirmed that 
the golden generation of Kuwaiti foot-
ballers were very proud of their achieve-
ments during their fantastic tenure. “I 
was 21 of age when I took part in the 
tournament,” Al-Ghanim stated, saying 
that it was an unfathomable honor to be 
part of the greatest football generation 
that Kuwait had produced and an 
unmatched until now.  

The golden age of Kuwaiti football 

could be remembered with the mention 
of one man’s name, the late Sheikh Fahad 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, said manager of the 
Kuwaiti football squad in Spain, said 
Yousef Al-Shamlan. Al-Shamlan also 
attributed the success of the team to 
head coaches like Brazilian legends 
Mario Zagallo and Carlos Alberto 
Parreira who guided the young Kuwaiti 
talents and brought out the best from 
them.  

Assistant coach of the Kuwaiti team 
Jawad Maqseed also reminisced about 
the national team participation in the 
tournament, saying that players were 
highly efficient and acted as one both on 
the pitch and outside. He summed the 
Kuwaiti success in the golden era to the 
availability of talent, well planned train-
ing sessions and camps as well as a the 
presence of tremendous top manage-
ment and staff. — KUNA 
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President of Kuwait Football Association explaining the strategy.

By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Football Association (KFA) 
held a press conference on Thursday during which 
KFA President Abdullah Al-Shaheen spoke about 
the plans of the new board, which took over in 
May, to take Kuwait football to a new level and 
return to their winning ways. Shaheen presented 
the strategy of developing Kuwait football’s 2030 
vision, and the goal behind this is to qualify for the 
2030 World Cup. 

He said reform starts from the bottom and by 
preparing generations, adding there should be 
development programs and effective infrastruc-
ture, in addition to having a clear mechanism for 
competitions. Shaheen said there should be a 
new professionalism era that allows total dedica-
tion to the game, adding there must be partner-
ships with media and sponsors. 

Shaheen insisted the role of KFA is not of 
supervision, but rather of building teams and 
clubs. He said it will be of importance to have 
partnerships with ministries, academies and 
schools, and strengthen the partnership with 
FIFA to create income. “We should study the 
exper iences  o f  o ther  countr ies ,”  he  sa id , 
adding the strategy has a timeline, and there 
will be a thorough review of the association in 
the short term. 

Shaheen said the strategy includes: 
Unification of the football system with related 
parties; Evaluate the current situation and decide 
the problems; Governance, management and hav-
ing an advisory committee made up of foreign-

ers; Technical issues; Refereeing; Competitions; 
Revenue; Infrastructure (must increase the num-
ber of stadiums, as current ones are not enough). 

Shaheen mentioned a FIFA report, which it 
included in the strategy. He said the report men-
tions that the technical management in Kuwait has 
3.8 individuals, while the global average is 7.4. The 
report said there is no clear philosophy to develop 
football in Kuwait. One thing the report mentioned 
is that there are enough coaches, but they are not 
active. There are 800 coaches, 50 percent of 
whom are not Kuwaiti, and 50 percent of them are 
computer illiterate. There will not be any Kuwaiti 
referee at the 2022 World Cup, while there will be 
seven from other Gulf countries. 

Shaheen was very clear when he said the cur-
rent board is not responsible for the failures as it 
just took over, adding that development needs 
comprehensive solutions, most importantly 
patience, long-term solutions, and being frank and 
realistic. He said Kuwait will enter international 
organizations administratively and will not merely 
be a follower. 

Shaheen concluded with what he described as 
standards for success: Increase the rate of prac-
ticing the game; Promote football development 
philosophy; Qualify for all Asian championships; 
Create new competitions; Totally professional 
clubs; Increase KFA revenues; Have stadiums 50 
percent full; Develop and improve professional 
stadiums; Increase the number of qualified refer-
ees; Exceed one million followers on social media; 
Having clubs relying on their academies; Having 
pro Kuwaiti players abroad.

Kuwait football’s 2030 vision
KFA vows to take Kuwait football to new level Women Futsal Championship:  

Kuwait overpower Saudi 3-1

Kuwait Women team

KUWAIT: Kuwait beat Saudi Arabia 3-1 in the 3rd 
WAFF Women Futsal Championship on Thursday. 
The West Asian Futsal Championship for women 
kicked off at King Abdullah Sports City in Jeddah, 
with the participation of six teams. The 2022 West 
Asian Footbal l  Federat ion Womenís Futsal 
Championship is the third edition of the competi-
tion and the first time it has been held in Saudi 
Arabia. The previous two tournaments were both 
won by Iran, in 2008 and 2012. The competition 
includes s ix nat ional  teams. Group A hosts 

Palestine, Iraq and Bahrain, with Group B including 
Saudi Arabia, Oman and Kuwait. 

The tournament will feature 11 matches starting 
with Thursdayís c lash between Bahrain and 
Palestine, which was followed by Saudi Arabia tak-
ing on Kuwait. The top two teams from each group 
will progress to the semifinals, to be played on 
June 22, while the third-placed teams will face 
each other for the fifth-place playoff on the same 
day. The tournament will conclude on June 24 with 
the final and the third-place playoff. 

Kuwait marks 40th anniversary 
of FIFA World Cup appearance 

File photo shows Kuwait’s football team ahead of their game vs France during 1982 World Cup.— KUNA photos


