
ISSUE NO: 18764

16 Pages  
150 Fils Established 1961 

The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

THULQAADA 20, 1443 AH 
SUNDAY,  
JUNE 19, 2022

WTO strikes landmark deals 
package after marathon talks

One killed as gunmen storm 
Sikh temple in Afghan capital 8 RIP Internet Explorer: South Korean 

engineer’s browser ‘grave’ goes viral11 Curry, Warriors storm 
to seventh NBA crown167

‘Loose laborers’ aplenty, but 
nationality quotas unlikely 

Crackdowns continue to arrest residency law violators, wanted people
KUWAIT: A government team that was commis-
sioned to study the population structure said it is 
unlikely to accept parliamentary proposals to set a 
quota for each expat community in Kuwait. It said 
such a plan is difficult to implement, as some national-
ities still have security restrictions against their entry 
in the country, in addition to the large numbers of 
some communities. The local market’s dependence on 
them makes it difficult to reduce their population 

overnight; rather this needs many years.  
A report by the team included several recommen-

dations, most important of which is to reduce the 
numbers of large communities by 100,000 every two 
to three years, starting with unskilled workers such as 
vendors, taxi drivers and those working elsewhere 
other than their official sponsors. 

The study showed that a decrease of 120,000 
workers in the marketplace during the pandemic does 

not mean a remedy of the demographic imbalance, 
because the exodus was random and included spe-
cialists. It also resulted in making the position of 
“loose laborers” stronger, in addition to complaints by 
some sectors about a shortage of workers they need, 
which led to an increase in wages. 

Meanwhile, efforts are being made to arrest more 
than 150,000 residency law violators who do not 
want to leave the country despite the many opportu-

nities given to them to leave without punishment or 
fines. The interior ministry has included Abdaly, Wafra 
and Kabd in their plans to crack down on loose and 
absconding laborers. The campaigns will be launched 
soon, without setting a date to ensure the surprise 
factor. Sources said the three areas, where mostly 
farm workers and shepherds work, are full of wanted 
individuals, and there is a need for warrants in case 
farms need to be entered and searched. 

By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: Since 2017, Italian adventurer Ilario 
Lavarra has been on a non-stop solo trip on his 
Vespa scooter through 93 countries. Lavarra, 40, 
who was born in Milan and studied economics, 
believed following his passion for travel and discov-
ery was worth giving a try. Kuwait Times spoke to 
Lavarra, who arrived in Kuwait in June 2022 on his 
Vespa Granturismo, to learn more about his epic 
journey. ‘I was supposed to stay in Kuwait for three 
days, but it has been more than a week now. I want 
to stay longer because I met good people here,’ he 
said.  (See Page 3)

KUWAIT: June 19, 1961 has always been engraved 
in hearts and minds of the Kuwaiti people. It was the 
day Kuwait announced its independence and sover-
eignty as an Arab nation. The historic day marked the 
beginning of modern Kuwait. It was the day when the 
declaration of independence was signed and the pro-
tectorate treaty with the British government ended, 
the first step towards prosperity and development. 

The late Amir Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah realized that the protectorate treaty, signed 
by Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah in 1899, was not 
valid anymore because of the development of the 
political and economic conditions in Kuwait. The 
first independence anniversary was held in 1962, 

and a decree was signed on May 18, 1964, which 
merged the national day with the day on which 
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem assumed office 
(February 25). Celebrations have been held on this 
day since 1965. —  KUNA (See Page 2) 

Kuwait celebrates 
61st anniversary 
of independence 

KUWAIT: The late Amir Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah signs the independence document on June 19, 
1961. —  KUNA 

Italian adventurer 
stops in Kuwait on 
Vespa world tour

KUWAIT: Italian adventurer Ilario Lavarra stands on his 
Vespa in front of the Kuwait Towers. 

REHOBOTH BEACH, Delaware: US President Joe Biden falls off his bicycle as he 
approaches well-wishers following a bike ride at Gordon’s Pond State Park on 
June 18, 2022. — AFP 

GAZA: Fire erupts following a Zionist airstrike south of Gaza City on June 
18, 2022. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Zionist warplanes hit 
Hamas military sites in the Gaza Strip 
on Saturday in retaliation for rocket 
fire from the Palestinian enclave run 
by the Islamist movement, the Zionist 
army said. After the strikes, balls of 
flame shot into the air, leaving dark 
smoke drifting over the territory. 
Hamas spokesman Hazem Qassem 
said the air raids, in the southeast of 
Gaza City, “are an extension of the 
aggression against Palestinian territo-
ry in Jerusalem and the occupied 
West Bank,” after the killing of three 

Palestinians on Friday. 
Twelve Palestinians were also 

wounded in that same incident during a 
Zionist army raid in Jenin, a stronghold 
of armed Palestinian factions in the 
West Bank. The men were killed when 
Zionist forces opened fire on their vehi-
cle, the Palestinian news agency Wafa 
said. The Zionist army said soldiers had 
come under fire during an operation to 
search for weapons. One of the dead 
was a Hamas commander, the group 
said, vowing that the killings “will not 
go unpunished”. 

Qassem made no mention of 
whether Saturday’s air strikes caused 
any casualties. The Zionist army said  
hours earlier that air raid sirens 
sounded in the southern Zionist city of 
Ashkelon and in areas near the block-
aded Gaza Strip. 

Continued on Page 6 

Zionist entity 
strikes Hamas 
sites in Gaza

REHOBOTH BEACH, Delaware: US 
President Joe Biden took a tumble as 
he was riding his bicycle near his 
beach home in the state of Delaware 
Saturday morning, but was unhurt. A 
video from a White House pool report 
showed the 79-year-old president 
immediately getting up after his fall. 
He then says: “I’m good.” 

He was biking with First Lady Jill 
Biden in a state park near their 
beach home in Rehoboth Beach, 
Delaware and had stopped to talk to 
onlookers when he fell. The presi-

dent told a small crowd of well-
wishers and reporters that he had 
lost his balance as he tried to pull a 
foot out of a bike clip. 

The result: “a mad scramble of 
Secret Service and press,” a White 
House pool report said, adding there 
were no visible scrapes or bruises 
from the fall. “No medical attention 
is needed,” a White House official 
said. “The President looks forward 
to spending the rest of the day with 
his family.” 

As the oldest US president, Biden’s 
health is the subject of constant atten-
tion, particularly as speculation rises 
on whether he will seek a second term 
in 2024. In Nov 2020, shortly after his 
election but before taking office, 
Biden broke a foot while playing with 
his pet German shepherds. 

Continued on Page 6 
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SAMAWAH, Iraq: This handout photo dated May 27, 
2022 shows rhim gazelles that died of malnutrition 
and lack of care at the Sawa wildlife reserve. — AFP 

SAMAWAH, Iraq: Gazelles at an Iraqi wildlife 
reserve are dropping dead from hunger, making 
them the latest victims in a country where climate 
change is compounding hardships after years of 
war. In little over one month, the slender-horned 
gazelle population at the Sawa reserve in south-
ern Iraq has plunged from 148 to 87. Lack of 
funding along with a shortage of rain has 
deprived them of food, as the country’s drought 
dries up lakes and leads to declining crop yields. 

The elegant animals, also known as rhim 
gazelles, are recognizable by their gently curved 
horns and sand-colored coats. The International 
Union for Conservation of Nature classes the ani-
mals as endangered on its Red List. Outside Iraq’s 
reserves, they are mostly found in the deserts of 
Libya, Egypt and Algeria but are unlikely to num-
ber “more than a few hundred” there, according 
to the Red List. — AFP (See Page 13)

Gazelles dying 
of hunger in 
parched Iraq


