
HODEIDA, Yemen: Mourad Al-Marouai 
was just nine when a landmine killed him on 
a beach in war-torn Yemen, a tragedy that 
will haunt his family forever. After a swim, 
the little boy “suddenly disappeared” when 
he and his two brothers were beach-comb-
ing for garbage to sell. “All I saw were 
hands and legs,” elder brother Yahya, 15, 
told AFP, clasping the rosary that Mourad 
had found in the sand and given to him. 

The chilling incident in January, in the 
western province of Hodeida, is all too 
common in Yemen, where mines are a 
constant threat and hobble economic 
activity and aid. Mourad’s father, Ahmed, 
is left grappling with the wrenching mem-
ory of his son’s remains scattered across 
the ground. “I will never forget the sight of 

birds pecking at my son’s flesh as we wait-
ed for help to arrive,” the 50-year-old told 
AFP. “I could not wash him or wrap him in 
a shroud (according to Muslim tradition). I 
just buried pieces of him in a plastic bag.” 

Landmines are part of the legacy of the 
war in Yemen, long the Arab world’s poor-
est country, where Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels have been fighting a Saudi-led 
coalition since 2015. Hundreds of thou-
sands have died, directly from fighting as 
well as indirectly, and millions have been 
displaced in what the UN calls the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis. And despite a 
truce since April that has drastically 
reduced clashes, stark dangers remain. 

This month, the UN said 19 civilians 
had been killed and 32 injured during the 
truce, mostly by landmines, home-made 
bombs and other ordnance. According to 
the UN-linked Civilian Impact Monitoring 
Project, landmines, unexploded shells and 
other explosive detritus were responsible 
for 338 civilian casualties in 2021, includ-
ing 129 fatalities. They are among victims 
caused every day around the world by 

landmines, the United Nations says. 
Almost a third of Yemen’s landmine 

casualties were reported in Hodeida 
province, even though it has been spared 
much of the fighting after a 2018 ceasefire 
agreement aimed at protecting its Red 
Sea port, a lifeline for the country. Hodeida 
province is “a strategic center” for the 
north, which is largely controlled by the 
Houthi rebels, said Ibrahim Jalal, a 
researcher at the Middle East Institute in 
Washington. 

“The indiscriminate spread of land-
mines across multiple Yemeni gover-
norates creates dozens of victims every 
day, including farmers, travelers and other 
civilians,” he told AFP. “People are living 
under numerous uncertainties,” he said, 
explaining that mines complicate the 
transport of aid and take a heavy toll on 
the agriculture-dependent economy. 

Experts estimate that at least one mil-
lion mines have been planted during 
Yemen’s years of turmoil, often with tragic 
results. In March, Abdou Ali, 23, was in the 
car with his brother, son and nephews, 

heading to Hodeida city. On their way, 
they passed by their hometown, which 
they had fled because of fighting, and 
decided to check to see if it was safe for 

them to move back. Abdou refused. He got 
out of the car and left them to go without 
him. “It hadn’t been five minutes before I 
heard a loud explosion. — AFP 
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 In April, Zionist warplanes also hit Gaza after 

Palestinian armed groups fired rockets from the ter-
ritory. That exchange came after nearly a month of 
deadly violence focused on Zionist-annexed east 

Jerusalem’s flashpoint Al-Aqsa mosque compound, 
the third holiest site in Islam. The impoverished 
Hamas-controlled Gaza coastal enclave of 2.3 mil-
lion people has been under a Zionist blockade since 
2007. 

Last year, the Zionist entity and Hamas fought an 
11-day war triggered in part by unrest over the Al-
Aqsa Mosque compound. The Zionist entity occu-
pied the West Bank and east Jerusalem in the 1967 
Six-Day War. It later annexed east Jerusalem in a 
move never recognized by most of the international 
community.  —  AFP  

Zionist entity 
strikes Hamas...

WASHINGTON: Fifty years after the Watergate bur-
glary that led to the downfall of US president Richard 
Nixon, Washington Post reporter Bob Woodward is still 
haunted by one question. “The unanswered question 
that pulses through all of this is ‘Why?’ Woodward said 
at an event at Post headquarters with his former report-
ing colleague Carl Bernstein. 

Why did top members of Nixon’s re-election com-
mittee organize a break-in at the Democratic National 
Committee headquarters at the Watergate on June 17, 
1972? Nixon had won the White House in 1968, the 79-
year-old Woodward noted, and was cruising to what 
looked like another certain victory in the 1972 election. 
“He had the brass ring,” Woodward said of Nixon, who 
resigned in 1974 rather than face impeachment over a 
cover-up of the burglary. 

“And so what is the psychology - which I think we 
never cracked really - of somebody who’s attained their 
goal and fails to ask the question... what do the people 
need? For Nixon, it really didn’t come up,” he said. 
Woodward and Bernstein praised the late Washington 
Post publisher Katharine Graham for the support she 
gave them while reporting the Watergate story. 

The 78-year-old Bernstein recounted a visit to the 

paper one day by someone bearing a subpoena to seize 
his notes. Managing editor Ben Bradlee went to see 
Graham and came back five minutes later, he said. “And 
he says, ‘Katharine says they’re not your notes. They’re 
her notes. And if anybody’s going to go to jail, it’s her,’” 
Bernstein recalled. “To me, 
it’s one of the historic 
moments in American jour-
nalism history,” he said. 

 
‘Are you dumb?’ 

Woodward said the pair 
received a note from 
Graham after Nixon 
resigned warning them to 
keep their feet on the 
ground. “It said ‘Dear Carl 
and Bob, now that Nixon 
has resigned, you did some 
of the stories, fine. ‘Don’t start thinking of yourself too 
highly,’” Woodward quoted the note as saying. “‘Let me 
give you some advice and the advice is ‘Beware the 
demon pomposity.’” 

Woodward and Bernstein also recalled encounters 

with Mark Felt, the FBI deputy director whose identity 
as the source famously codenamed “Deep Throat” was 
revealed decades later. They said Felt was constantly 
pushing them to look beyond the Watergate burglary 
to a more wide-ranging conspiracy. “It was kind of like 

‘Don’t you understand what 
you have here? This is not 
just the Watergate burglary, 
it’s dirty tricks,’” Woodward 
said. “Mark Felt kind of laid 
it out and said, ‘No, this is a 
much bigger thing. Are you 
dumb?’” 

Artifacts from the 
Watergate break-in and the 
newspaper’s coverage were 
on display during the event 
at the Post’s new glittering 
headquarters in downtown 

Washington. Clips were shown from the 1976 movie 
“All the President’s Men” starring Robert Redford as 
Woodward and Dustin Hoffman as Bernstein. The arti-
facts included a door latch from the Watergate which 
had been covered by a piece of tape by the burglars 

and was spotted by an alert security guard - a key step 
in the plot coming to light. Woodward said it had been 
purchased at auction by Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, 
the owner of the Post. “We’re trying to find out how 
much Bezos paid,” he said. —AFP

Reporters praise late Washington Post publisher Katharine Graham for her support

50 yrs after Watergate, Woodward 
still wonders why Nixon did it

‘Watergate Girl’ and 
lessons on scandal 
in the Trump era 

 
WASHINGTON: A sprawling conspiracy, a cor-
nered president clinging to power, a White House 
cover-up: for Watergate prosecutor Jill Wine-
Banks, the mushrooming controversy around 
Donald Trump’s alleged plot to take down US 
democracy is a movie she’s seen before. It is 50 
years to the day since five burglars were arrested 
at the Democratic National Committee headquar-
ters at the Watergate complex in Washington - 
touching off a firestorm that would bring down 
president Richard Nixon. 

The break-in plunged Wine-Banks - barely out 
of her 20s - into a starring role in the most enduring 
political scandal in US history, as the only woman 
on the Watergate prosecution team. Half a century 
later, she has been watching with the rest of 
Washington as Trump finds himself in similar peril 
to Nixon, as a straightforward accusation - incite-
ment of a riot at the US Capitol - metastasizes into 
a much bigger deal. 

Numerous top officials - all Republican or con-
servative, many among Trump’s closest allies - have 
testified that the deadly violence was the culmination 
of his plot to overthrow an election. In some respects 
the parallels are uncanny, but as she watches the 
congressional hearings into the burgeoning Trump 
scandal, Wine-Banks reflects on how much the world 
has changed. 

“It is, first of all, a very different environment, 
both in terms of politics and in terms of the media,” 
the 79-year-old, now a cable news legal analyst, tells 
AFP in her unmistakable Chicago contralto. Now, 

with hundreds of live TV 
channels and streaming 
services competing for 
America’s attention - not 
to mention a political 
landscape attenuated by 
tribalism - getting people 
to care about political 
scandal is a tougher chal-
lenge, Wine-Banks says. 

 
‘Riveted’ 

“During Watergate, the 
media had three networks and they all have the same 
facts. They all broadcast the hearings... and all of 
America was riveted,” she said. Wine-Banks began 
her career as the first woman to serve as an organ-
ized crime prosecutor at the US Justice Department. 
Four years of impressive trial wins brought her to the 
attention of the Watergate team and she became the 
only woman to try the obstruction of justice case 
that saw Nixon’s top aides jailed. 

Never setting out to be a trailblazer, Wine-Banks 
found she had no choice given the numerous barriers 
placed in front of successful women in the 1970s. Her 
own boss, special prosecutor Leon Jaworski, insisted 
on calling her “lady lawyer” despite her repeated 
objections, and she was demeaned as “young lady” in 
court when her colleagues were addressed as 
“esteemed counsel.” 

Her appearance took up far too many column 
inches in newspapers that dubbed her the “mini-
skirt prosecutor” and the judge even said of her 
famous dismantling of Nixon’s secretary Rose Mary 
Woods: “We have enough problems without two 
ladies getting into an argument.” The title of her 
2021 memoir - “The Watergate Girl: My Fight for 
Truth and Justice Against a Criminal President” - is 
in part an ironic reference to the hurdles she faced 
to be taken seriously. —AFP 

Kosovars tire of 
knocking Europe’s 
closed doors 

 
PRISTINA: Of all the passports in the world, 
Kosovo’s opens fewer doors than most, even the 
doors to other parts of Europe. “It’s a contradiction 
to be called European when you are not allowed to 
see, touch or travel around Europe,” 27-year-old 
journalist Aulona Kadriu told AFP. “I don’t see why an 
entire population should be locked out and isolated.” 

Of the 199 countries ranked by the number of 
destinations their passport holders can visit 
according to the Henley index, only 10 offer fewer 
opportunities than Kosovo. The former province of 
Serbia languishes in the company of places like 
Afghanistan, Syria, Yemen and North Korea. 

Kadriu gave up trying to travel within Europe 
for work or for leisure, because she found the 
hoops Kosovars have to jump through too frustrat-
ing. The landlocked country’s 1.8 million citizens are 
the only people in the Balkans to need a visa to do 
so, and that magic pass is tricky to obtain. “It’s 
beyond humiliation,” she grumbled. 

 
‘EU reservations’ 

Kosovo declared independence from Serbia in 
2008 but is not universally recognized. Five 
European Union countries are among the oppo-
nents, alongside Serbia itself - with whom relations 
remain unstable - and its Russian and Chinese 
allies. So the tiny country applauded when the 
European Commission - the EU’s executive body - 
decided in 2018 that Kosovars should be eligible to 
travel freely to all 26 countries in Europe’s border-
less Schengen Area. 

But EU governments, who have the final say, 
have yet to follow suit and four years on, Kosovars 
still need visas and the queues to get them are as 
long as ever. Pensioner Igballe Kryeziu hopes to 
visit her children in Germany, where around half the 
800,000 Kosovars living abroad currently reside. 
It has taken her five months and 200 euros ($210) 
in paperwork just to get a place in the queue out-
side the consulate. 

Work and study permits are just as hard to come 
by. Berlin’s embassy in Pristina said it had received 
more than 100,000 requests in December and 
January alone. It only has capacity to issue 5,500 
in a full year. 

Local charities believe the hold-up is due to 
reserves on the part of EU heavyweights like 
France about Kosovo’s ability to tackle corruption 
and organized crime. More than 80 local NGOs 
wrote recently to French President Emmanuel 
Macron, whose country holds the EU’s rotating 
presidency, urging him to end the “isolation of 
Kosovo citizens”. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: Journalists Bob Woodward (left) and 
Carl Bernstein participate in an event marking the 50th 
anniversary of the Watergate burglary at the 
Washington Post office on June 17, 2022.  —AFP

PRISTINA: Kosovo-Albanians wait in front of an 
embassy to apply for visas on June 12, 2022.  —AFP
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Problems embitter 
historic Greece, 
N Macedonia deal 

 
THESSALONIKI, Greece: Four years to the day 
after a historic treaty between Greece and North 
Macedonia ended a long-running name dispute, 
unresolved problems are again stirring nationalist 
bitterness with sour grapes particularly among 

winemakers. The Prespa agreement added “North” 
to Macedonia’s name to distinguish the Balkan state 
from Greece’s neighboring northern region of 
Macedonia. 

The former Yugoslav republic signed the agree-
ment on June 17, 2018 in exchange for Athens 
promising to stop blocking its efforts to join NATO 
and the European Union. In Skopje the treaty was 
seen as a major breakthrough that would accelerate 
its accession to both organizations. It did join 
NATO in 2020, but EU membership has proven 
more elusive - first because of French and then 
Bulgarian objections. 

North Macedonia’s perception of the bloc as 
their strongest ally duly plummeted from 43.2 per-
cent in 2019 to 13.1 percent, according to a 
February poll. Athens and the EU’s ambivalent 
position is likely to encourage pro-Russian and 
eurosceptic forces there, warned Marilena Koppa, 
a professor of politics at Panteion University in 
Athens. 

“The whole story with Prespa agreement leaned 
on EU and NATO membership,” North Macedonia’s 
former deputy prime minister for European affairs, 
Vasko Naumovski, told Radio Free Europe recently. 
If the country’s European future “is not clearly con-

firmed, the structure of the Prespa agreement will 
be put into question,” he said. “There will be a 
strengthening of the voices that say that all sacri-
fices and concessions that (North) Macedonia made 
with the Prespa agreement basically did not bring 
anything that was promised.” 

Hristijan Mickoski, president of North 
Macedonia’s main opposition party VMRO-
DPMNE, said the people of North Macedonia 
“were promised a better life and European stan-
dards of education and health” when the agreement 
was signed. “But all we got were humiliations,” he 
concluded. —AFP 
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But a year later, in Nov 2021, his doctor gave 

Biden a clean bill of health, describing him as 
“healthy” and “vigorous”. Taking a few questions 

from reporters on Saturday, Biden said he was “in 
the process of making up my mind” about easing 
some Trump-era tariffs on Chinese goods in order 
to soften inflationary pressures. He said he would be 
speaking to Chinese President Xi Jinping soon. 

And asked if he was satisfied with progress on 
gun legislation - after mass shootings in Texas and 
New York brought new demands for action - Biden 
said only that he was happy with action by his home 
state of Delaware, which passed a ban on assault-
style weapons. — AFP 

Biden falls 
from bike...

Landmines sow 
tragedy, chaos in 
war-torn Yemen

HODEIDA: Ahmed Omar, who lost his son in a landmine explosion, is pictured in his 
home with his family on June 14, 2022. — AFP  


