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JEDDAH: Kuwait Women’s Futsal players celebrate after beating Oman 6-1 during the 2022 WAFF Women’s Futsal Championship in Jeddah on Saturday June 18, 2022. 

JEDDAH: Kuwait Women’s Futsal team beat Oman 
6-1 on Saturday. Kuwait’s Shorouk Pasha, Abeer Al-
Rifais and Nihal Al-Saqbi scored three, two and one 
goal respectively. Meanwhile, Oman’s Linat Al 
Muslimi scored the only goal for her team. The 
Kuwait team have now book a semifinal place. 

The 2022 WAFF Women’s Futsal Championship 
kicked off in Jeddah on Thursday, with the host 
nation Saudi Arabia losing 3-1 to Kuwait, after 

Bahrain had beaten Palestine 6-0 in the tourna-
ment opener. The competition, organized by the 
West Asian Football federation and the Saudi 
Arabian Football Federation is being held at King 
Abdullah Sports City in Jeddah and will continue 
until June 24. 

In the opening match of Group B, Saudi Arabia 
found themselves 3-0 down after 24 minutes, and 
despite pulling a goal back on 37 minutes, could not 

stage a comeback. Saudi Arabia will complete their 
group matches against Oman on Monday. Bahrain 
kicked off the action in Group A with a comprehen-
sive win over Palestine, the six goals coming from a 
hat trick by Hessa Allsa, a double from Alanood Al-
Khalifa, and a strike from Manar Ebrahim. Bahrain 
now top the group with six points after beating Iraq 
1-0 on Saturday. The final group match between 
Palestine and Iraq will take place on Monday. 

This is the third edition of the competition and is 
being held in Saudi Arabia for the first time. The 
previous two tournaments were both won by Iran, 
in 2008 and 2012. The West Asian Football 
Federation (WAFF) is an organization founded by 6 
member associations. Respectively in 2009 and 
2010, 3 and 4 more associations joined. Iran left the 
federation on 10 June 2014 with the creation of the 
Central Asian Football Federation. 

Kuwait thrash Oman 6-1
Women’s Futsal Championship - Kuwait book semis

NEW YORK: FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino warned Canada, Mexico and the 
United States to prepare for a football “inva-
sion” as the host cities for the 2026 World 
Cup were revealed. The first ever World Cup 
co-hosted by three different countries will 
also see a record number of teams taking 
part, increasing by 16 from 32 to 48 as the 
tournament returns to North America for the 
first time since the 1994 finals. 

The 16 venues named on Thursday 
include 11 in the United States, three in 
Mexico and two in Canada. All of the US 
games will be held in venues that are home 
to NFL teams, with the likes of the $5 bil-
lion SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles and the 
New York Giants’ 82,000-seater MetLife 
Stadium in East Rutherford tipped to host 
the final. 

A total of 60 of the 80 games in the 
tournament - including all knockout games 
from the quarter-finals onwards - will take 
place at US venues. Mexico City’s iconic 
Azteca Stadium - host of the 1970 and 
1986 World Cup finals - was included 
among three Mexican venues along with 
the cities of Monterrey and Guadalajara. 

Vancouver and Toronto will stage the 
Canadian games in the tournament. 

Infantino meanwhile said 2026 would 
eclipse the 1994 finals in the United States 
- which holds the record for the highest 
total attendance - in every respect. “2026 
will be much, much bigger,” Infantino said. 
“I think this part of the world doesn’t 
realise what will happen in 2026. “These 
three countries will be turned upside down 
and then flipped again. The world will be 
invading Canada, Mexico and the United 
States. “They will be invaded by a big wave 
of joy and happiness.” 

Infantino said he hoped the World Cup 
would spur the development of football in 
the region further. “In this part of the world 
you are leading the world in many areas. But 
in the number one sport in the world, soccer 
or football, you are not, yet,” he said. “The 
objective must be that you are leading the 
world in the world’s number one sport.” A 
decision on which venues would host mar-
quee matches such as the World Cup final 
and opening game had not yet been taken. 

“We still have to discuss that, we still 
have to analyse that,” Infantino said. “We 

will take a decision in due course.” 
However, Infantino revealed that given the 
vast geographical spread of staging the 
tournament across North America, FIFA 
was looking at basing teams in regional 
“clusters” to minimize travel. “When you’re 
dealing with such a large region as North 
America we need to care about the fans 
and make sure that teams are playing in 
clusters, that fans and teams don’t have to 
travel crazy distances,” Infantino said. 

 
Super Bowl pedigree 

The list of US venues stretch from coast 
to coast, featuring several cities that hosted 
games in the 1994 World Cup finals. 
However no actual stadium venues from the 
1994 tournament will repeat in 2026. Other 
venues include the Dallas Cowboys giant 
AT&T Stadium in Arlington and the Miami 
Dolphins’ Hard Rock Stadium. Seven of the 
11 venues named Thursday have hosted the 
Super Bowl. The Kansas City Chiefs’ 
Arrowhead Stadium - the loudest stadium 
in the world according to the Guinness 
Book of World Records - also made the cut. 

NFL venues in Seattle, San Francisco, 
Atlanta, Houston, Boston and Philadelphia 
were also on the list. However there was no 
place for Washington DC on the venues 
list. It means the 2026 tournament will be 
the first World Cup since the 1974 finals in 
the then West Germany not to feature a 

host’s capital city. Colin Smith, FIFA’s chief 
competitions and events officer, acknowl-
edged Washington’s absence after an 
“incredibly competitive” bid process. 

“This was a very very difficult choice,” 
Smith said. “It’s hard to imagine a World 
Cup coming to the US and the capital city 
not taking a major role.” Smith meanwhile 
said some of the NFL venues would 

require slight modifications to widen 
“pinch points” but said stadium capacity 
would not be affected. “The number of fans 
who are going to be able to experience this 
World Cup will probably be double than 
what we’ve previously had,” he said. 
“World Cup 1994 holds the record for 
attendance - and that’s going to be blown 
out of the water.” — AFP

NEW YORK: FIFA President Gianni Infantino (left) and CONCACAF President Victor 
Montagliani pose with the FIFA World Cup trophy during an event in New York after an 
announcement related to the staging of the FIFA World Cup 2026. — AFP  

FIFA vows ‘invasion’ as 2026 
World Cup venues revealed

BOSTON: The Golden State Warriors pose for a photo after Game Six of the 2022 
NBA Finals at TD Garden in Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

BOSTON: A dazzling performance from 
Stephen Curry powered the Golden State 
Warriors to a seventh NBA Finals crown - 
securing a 103-90 victory over the Boston 
Celtics to clinch a 4-2 series triumph. 
Warriors’ talisman Curry produced yet 
another masterpiece with 34 points, seven 
assists and seven rebounds as Golden State 
wrapped up their fourth title in eight years to 
silence Boston’s raucous TD Garden. 

The 34-year-old Curry was named NBA 
Finals Most Valuable Player after the victory - 

the first time the four-time NBA champion 
has scooped the award. “I’m so proud of our 
group, I thank God every day that I get to 
play this game with some amazing people,” 
an emotional Curry said afterwards. “This is 
what it’s all about, especially after everything 
we’ve gone through in the past three years.”  

The win completed a dramatic journey 
back to the pinnacle of the NBA for the 
Warriors, who just two seasons ago had the 
worst record in the league as the franchise 
battled injuries and the departure of key per-
sonnel. “At the beginning of the season 
nobody thought we’d be here - except every-
body on this court right now. It’s surreal,” 
Curry added. 

“We were so far away from it. We hit rock 
bottom with injuries and the long road of 
work ahead, trying to fill in the right pieces 
with the right guys. “You never take this for 

granted because you never know when you’ll 
be back here.” Delighted Warriors coach 
Steve Kerr admitted the fourth championship 
of his Golden State coaching reign had been 
the most unexpected. “This might be the most 
unlikely one,” Kerr said. “But I hang around 
superstars - and if you hang around super-
stars, good things happen.” 

Boston coach Ime Udoka said his team paid 
the price for another high turnover count. 
“Once again you look at the numbers,” Udoka 
said. “Give them 20-plus on turnovers, 20-plus 
on second chance points. Don’t really give our-
selves a chance as far as that.” Udoka said the 
Celtics locker room had been “emotional” after 
the loss. “It’s going to hurt,” Udoka said. “It will 
hurt for a while...obviously getting to your ulti-
mate goal and fall a few games short is going 
to hurt. “There are a lot of guys in there, very 
emotional right now.” —AFP 

Curry, Warriors 
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