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News in brief

Kuwait to witness severe 
heatwave in coming days

Longest day on Tuesday • Europe swelters in record-breaking June heatwave
By Faten Omar & Agencies 
 
KUWAIT/PARIS: The meteorologi-
cal department expects a massive 
heatwave in the coming days, with 
temperatures to exceed 50 degrees 
Celsius. Recently, Kuwait recorded 
the highest temperature on earth, as 
the mercury hit 52.7 degrees Celsius 
in the shade in Jahra governorate. 
“The Zagros Mountains in Iran pre-
vent cold winds from coming to 
Kuwait and several countries, which 
causes Kuwait to have among the 
highest temperatures in the Gulf 
region,” Kuwaiti astronomer Adel Al-
Saadoun told Kuwait Times.  

“Temperatures can be reduced by 
planting trees in the desert, but it is 
impossible to cover the entire area, 
and it is unreasonable to protect them 
from human and natural loss,” he said. 
“The main cause of climate change is 
climatic astronomical cycles. The 
Earth revolves around the sun in three 
movements - once every 26,000 
years, every 40,000 years, and once 
every 100,000 years,” he explained. 

Saadoun pointed out the Earth has 
experienced cold periods (ice ages) 
and warm periods in roughly 
100,000-year cycles, which were 

caused by the three movements in the 
past. “We are in the period that is the 
hottest for the entire world,” he said, 
adding temperatures will start to drop 
in September. The Arabian Gulf region 
witnesses a significant rise in temper-
atures during summer, with severe 
heatwaves that last for several days.  

Al-Ojairi Scientific Center 
announced on Sunday that on Tuesday, 
Kuwait will witness 14 hours and two 
minutes of daytime, as opposed to nine 
hours and 58 minutes of nighttime. 
Public Relations Director at Al-Ojairi 
Scientific Center Khaled Al-Jamaan 
said this phenomenon happens due to 
Kuwait’s unique geographic location in 
the north of the Gulf region. “This hap-
pens every year because of the sunlight 
movement reaching its maximum extent 
in the northern half of the globe,” he 
added. He pointed out that the sun is at 
its highest point these days and will 
gradually wane from July 5. 

Meanwhile, Spain, France and other 
western European nations sweltered 
over the weekend under a blistering 
June heatwave, with some wildfires still 
blazing even as the weather began to 
ease. The soaring temperatures were in 
line with scientists’ predictions that 
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PARIS: A man cools off in the Trocadero Fountains across from the Eiffel Tower on June 18, 2022 amid record high temperatures sweep-
ing across France and western Europe. — AFP 

Work permit data amendments 
 
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower 
launched a new electronic service through the 
As-hal app that allows employers to change 
work permit data. Employers can modify the 
name, degree or certificate, passport number 
and other data of their employees through this 
new service. The profession to be modified 
should meet the ‘need assessment’ condition, 
and cannot be changed to ‘driver’. (See Page 3)

Public urged to report LGBTQIA+ colors 
 
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry urged the public to report LGBTQIA+ 
flags, banners, slogans or any form of LGBTQIA+ 
products in stores and commercial establishments 
in Kuwait. The ministry explained that the 
LGBTQIA+ flag, which “goes against public 
morals”, is different from the rainbow because it 
contains six colors instead of seven.

Iraq confirms 13 cholera cases 
 
SULAIMANIYAH, Iraq: A cholera outbreak in Iraq 
has infected at least 13 people and scores more sus-
pected cases have been sent for analysis, most from 
the northern Kurdistan region, health officials said 
Sunday. Cholera is an acute diarrheal disease that is 
treatable with antibiotics and hydration but can kill 
within hours without medical attention. — AFP

Indian jet makes safe landing 
 
PATNA: A New Delhi-bound flight carrying 185 
passengers made an emergency landing on Sunday 
in the eastern Indian city of Patna, after its left 
engine caught fire while in flight, officials said. The 
passengers aboard the domestic flight, operated by 
commercial carrier SpiceJet, were evacuated safely 
once the pilot returned to Patna airport shortly 
after take-off.  — AFP 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Jordanian King Abdullah II, Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah 
Al-Sisi and Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa met in this Egyptian Red 
Sea resort on June 19, 2022. — AFP 

DOHA: Qatar’s Minister of State for Energy Affairs and President and CEO of 
Qatar Energy Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi greets CEO of ENI Claudio Descalzi during 
a signing ceremony on June 19, 2022.  —  AFP

CAIRO: Egyptian President Abdel-
Fattah Al-Sisi on Sunday held a meeting 
with visiting Bahraini King Hamad bin 
Isa Al-Khalifa and Jordanian King 
Abdullah II in the Egyptian resort city 
of Sharm El-Sheikh on cooperation in 
various fields as well as regional and 
international issues. The three leaders 
discussed “mutual coordination 

towards various issues of common con-
cern, in addition to the latest develop-
ments on the regional and international 
arenas and the challenges facing the 
region,” said the Egyptian presidency 
in a statement. 

They stressed it is important to bol-
ster the “brotherly and strategic” rela-
tionship between the three countries to 
higher levels to achieve common goals 
and interests. They also welcomed the 
upcoming summit to be hosted by 
Saudi Arabia in July, comprising of lead-
ers of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
countries, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and the 
United States, said the statement.   
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Egypt, Bahrain, 
Jordan leaders 
discuss issues

DOHA: Italian company Eni on 
Sunday joined Qatar Energy’s $28.75 
billion project to expand production 
from the world’s biggest natural gas 
field, days after Russia slashed sup-
plies to Italy. Eni will own a stake of 
just over three percent in the North 
Field East project, Qatar Energy’s 
CEO told a signing ceremony in Doha. 

Qatar announced last week that 

France’s TotalEnergies will be its first, 
and largest, foreign partner on the 
development, with a 6.25 percent 
share. An unknown number of compa-
nies are also set to be named. “Today 
I’m pleased... to announce the selec-
tion of Eni as a partner in this unique 
strategic project,” said Qatar’s Energy 
Minister Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, who 
is also president and CEO of state-
owned Qatar Energy. 

The project’s LNG - the cooled 
form of gas that makes it easier to 
transport - is expected to come online 
in 2026. It will expand Qatar’s LNG 
production from 77 million tons a year 
to 110 million, Qatar Energy said.  
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Eni joins Qatar 
gas project after 
Russian cuts

TUNIS: Hundreds demonstrated on Sunday in 
Tunisia’s capital against a planned referendum on 
constitutional changes and President Kais Saied’s 
recent firing of dozens of judges. Protesters in Tunis 

responded to calls from opposition organizations, 
including Saied’s nemesis the Islamist-inspired 
Ennahdha party, chanting “constitution, liberty and 
dignity” and “the people want an independent judi-
ciary”, an AFP correspondent said. 

The new constitution is the centerpiece of reform 
plans by Saied and is set to go to referendum on July 25, 
exactly one year after he sacked the government and 
suspended parliament. He has steadily extended his 
power grab since then, including by dissolving parlia-

ment in March. Earlier this month he sacked 57 judges, 
after accusing many of corruption and other crimes. 

“The referendum is just nothing but a fraud,” said 
Ali Larayedh, a leader from Ennahdha, which was par-
liament’s biggest party and a key player in the govern-
ment fired by the president. “We are demonstrating 
against the exclusion of the judicial authority and 
against the coup d’etat that targets the constitution,” 
he said. 
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Tunisians slam reform 
plans, judicial purge


