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Ukraine war could last ‘years’: NATO chief
Ukraine repulsed fresh attacks by Russian forces on eastern front

120 party-goers 
arrested in north 
Iran: Media
TEHRAN: Police have arrested 120 people
for breaking Iran’s segregation and morality
rules at a party in the forest in the northern
province of Mazandaran, state media
reported Sunday. “Members of this illegal
tour... were arrested by the morality police
and a lawsuit has been filed,” provincial
judiciary chief Mohammad Sadegh Akbari
said, quoted by state broadcaster IRIB.

Akbari said the “criminal acts” conducted
in a forest near the city of Neka included
“drinking alcohol, having illicit relationships,
mixed-sex dancing and uncovering the
hijab”. Iranians, seeking reprieve from the
hustle and bustle of city life, often choose
the north of the country as a destination for
sightseeing and enjoying their free time.

Under Islamic law in force in Iran since its
1979 revolution, women must wear a hijab
that covers the head and neck while con-
cealing the hair. But many women have
pushed the boundaries over the past two
decades by allowing their veils to slide back
and reveal more hair, especially in Tehran
and other major cities.

Under Iranian law, only non-Muslim citizens
are permitted to consume alcohol for religious
purposes, while dancing with the opposite sex
is forbidden. In April, Iranian police arrested
three young women after a video online
showed them dancing in a cemetery.

Single-sex dancing is not a crime in Iran,
but legal experts say that if someone dances
in public or on the internet in a manner seen
as offending public decency, they can face
prosecution.  —AFP

Uncertainty reigns 
in Colombia vote 
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KYIV: NATO’s chief warned that the war in Ukraine could
last “for years” as President Volodymyr Zelensky vowed
Sunday that his forces would not give up the south of the
country to Russia after his first visit to the frontline there.
Ukraine said it had also repulsed fresh attacks by Russian
forces on the eastern front, where there have been weeks
of fierce battles as Moscow tries to seize the industrial
Donbas region.

While Ukraine remained defiant, NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg warned Western countries must
be ready to offer long-term support to Kyiv during a
grinding war. “We must be prepared for this to last for
years,” Stoltenberg told German daily newspaper Bild.

“We must not weaken in our support of Ukraine, even if
the costs are high-not only in terms of military support but
also because of rising energy and food prices.” British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson issued a similar warning,
urging sustained support for Kyiv or risk “the greatest vic-
tory for aggression” since World War II.

“Time is now the vital factor,” Johnson wrote in an arti-
cle for the Sunday Times after making his second visit to
Kyiv, calling for the West to ensure Ukraine has the
“strategic endurance to survive and eventually prevail”.

‘Return everything’ 
Russian forces have directed their firepower at the east

and south of Ukraine in recent weeks since failing in their
bid to take the capital Kyiv after the lightning February 24
invasion. Zelensky made a rare trip outside Kyiv Saturday
to the hold-out Black Sea city of Mykolaiv, and visited
troops nearby and in the neighbouring Odessa region for
the first time since the Russian invasion. “We will not give
away the south to anyone, we will return everything that’s
ours and the sea will be
Ukrainian and safe,” he said
in a video posted on
Telegram as he made his way
back to Kyiv.

He said he talked with
troops and police during his
visit. “Their mood is confi-
dent, and looking into their
eyes it is obvious that they all
do not doubt our victory,” he
said. But Zelensky admitted
that losses were “significant”,
adding: “Many houses were destroyed, civilian logistics
were disrupted, there are many social issues.”

Mykolaiv is a key target for Russia as it lies on the way
to the strategic Black Sea port of Odessa. Blockaded by
Russia, Odessa residents have turned their attention to ral-
lying the home front effort.

“Every day, including the weekend, I come to make
camouflage netting for the army,” said Natalia
Pinchenkova, 49, behind a large Union flag, a show of
thanks to Britain for its support for Ukraine since the con-
flict erupted.

Soldiers in Mykolaiv meanwhile were trying to keep
their pre-war routines alive, with one saying he would not

give up his vegan diet on the
frontlines. Oleksandr Zhuhan
said he had received a pack-
age from a network of volun-
teers to keep up his plant-
based diet. “There was pate
and vegan sausages, hummus,
soya milk... and all this for
free,” the 37-year-old drama
teacher said happily.

‘Hero’ 
Back in Kyiv, with shock-

waves from the war continuing to reverberate around the
world, thousands gathered to pay tribute to one young
man-Roman Ratushny, a leading figure in Ukraine’s pro-
European Maidan movement, who was killed fighting
Russians in the country’s east earlier this month aged just
24. In front of the coffin draped in a yellow and blue

Ukrainian flag at the foot of a monument that overlooks
the sprawling Independence Square in the capital, people
of all ages saluted his memory. “I think it is important to be
here because he is a hero of Ukraine and we must remem-
ber him,” Dmytro Ostrovsky, a 17-year-old high school
student, told AFP. The loss put a human face on the shared
grief of Ukrainians, as the bloodshed continues. The worst
of the fighting continues to be in the eastern industrial
Donbas region, with battles raging in villages outside the
city of Severodonetsk, which Russia has been trying to
seize for weeks.

“There’s an expression: prepare for the worst and the
best will come by itself,” the governor of the eastern
Lugansk region, Sergiy Gaiday, told AFP in an interview
from the Ukrainian-controlled city of Lysychansk across
the river from Severodonetsk.

“Of course, we need to prepare,” he said, wearing a flak
jacket and carrying gun cartridges and a tourniquet.
Ukraine’s armed forces said Sunday they had pushed back
Russian attacks on villages near Severodonetsk.

“Our units repulsed the assault in the area of
Toshkivka,” the Ukrainian army said on Facebook. “The
enemy has retreated and is regrouping.” It said Russian
forces were “storming” towards the village of Orikhove,
but that it had “successfully repulsed” an assault near the
village. —AFP

KYIV: Mourners pay their respects next to the coffin of killed Ukrainian serviceman Roman Ratushny during a farewell ceremony in Kyiv, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.  —AFP

Macron’s second 
term on line in 
parliamentary polls
PARIS: France began voting Sunday in the final round of
parliamentary elections, with centrist President
Emmanuel Macron’s coalition looking to hold off a chal-
lenge from a newly formed left-wing alliance. At almost 19
percent by midday according to interior ministry figures,
turnout was slightly higher than in last week’s first-round
ballot, although forecasters suggest participation will
remain below 50 percent by the time all polling stations
close at 8:00 pm (1800 GMT). The vote will be decisive
for Macron’s second-term agenda following his re-elec-
tion in April, with the 44-year-old needing a majority in
order to push through promised tax cuts and welfare
reform and raise the retirement age.

Projections from polling firms suggest his “Together”
coalition is on course to be the biggest party in the next
National Assembly, but possibly short of the 289 seats
needed for a majority. New left-wing coalition NUPES is

hoping to spring a surprise, with the red-green collective
promising to block Macron’s agenda after uniting behind
70-year-old figurehead Jean-Luc Melenchon.

“The vote is extremely open and it would be improper
to say that things are settled one way or the other,”
Melenchon told reporters Friday during a final campaign
stop in Paris. Far-right leader Marine Le Pen is also eye-
ing major gains for her National Rally party, which had
just eight seats in the outgoing parliament.

Macron was left disappointed last weekend after the
first round placed Together and NUPES neck-and-neck
at around 26 percent. Surging inflation, lacklustre cam-
paigning from newly named Prime Minister Elisabeth
Borne, and Macron’s abrasive personality were all blamed
for the under-performance. “I really don’t believe we’ll get
an overall majority,” one worried minister told AFP last
week. The first-round vote served to whittle down candi-
dates in most of the country’s 577 constituencies to two
finalists who are going head-to-head Sunday.

The election caps an intense two-month sequence to
elect a new president and parliament, with voter fatigue
seen as one of the reasons for what is expected to be
record-low turnout Sunday. Parts of France also remain
under a fierce heatwave that reached its peak on
Saturday but could yet keep voters at home.

The contest between Together and NUPES has turned

increasingly bitter over the last week, with Macron’s allies
seeking to paint their main opponents as dangerous far-
leftists. Senior MP Christophe Castaner has accused
Melenchon of wanting a “Soviet revolution”, while
Economy Minister Bruno Le Maire called him a “French
Chavez” in reference to the late Venezuelan autocrat
Hugo Chavez. —AFP

BASTIA, France: President of the executive council Gilles
Simeoni casts his ballot during the second stage of French
parliamentary elections at a polling station in Bastia on
the French Mediterranean island of Corsica.  —AFP

Police say guide,
journalist shot in 
Amazon killings
ATALAIA DO NORTE, Brazil: British journalist Dom
Phillips and his Brazilian guide, whose disappearance in
the Amazon some two weeks ago sparked an interna-
tional outcry, were killed by gunfire, Brazilian police said
Saturday.

A day after investigators identified remains found
buried in a remote part of the Amazon as those of
Phillips, officials said a second set of remains belonged
to his guide, Indigenous expert Bruno Pereira.
Authorities said both men were gunshot victims-Phillips,
57, struck by a single shot to the chest, Pereira, 41, by
three shots, one to the head-with ammunition typically
used for hunting.

Pereira, an outspoken defender of Indigenous rights,
had received multiple death threats. The two men went
missing on June 5 in an isolated part of the rainforest

rife with illegal mining, fishing and logging, as well as
drug trafficking.

Ten days later, a suspect took police to a place near
the city of Atalaia do Norte in western Amazonas state,
where he said he had buried bodies. Soon after, the sus-
pect’s brother was also detained. Police on Saturday
said an additional suspect in the case, whom they identi-
fied as Jefferson da Silva Lima, also known as “Pelado
da Dinha,” had turned himself in at the police station in
Atalaia do Norte. Commissioner Alex Perez Timoteo
told news site G1 that evidence and testimony collected
so far indicated that the suspect “was at the scene of the
crime and actively participated in the double homicide
that occurred.”

Timoteo also told reporters it is “fairly likely” there
could be further arrests in the case in the coming days.
“We are going to try to understand whether there was a
previous agreement (among the suspects), if they had
been planning this situation,” the commissioner said,
adding that the third suspect was not related to the two
brothers.

Police had said Friday they believed the perpetra-
tors had “acted alone, without there being an intellec-
tual author or criminal organization behind the

crime.” Activists have blamed the kil l ings on
President Jair Bolsonaro for allowing commercial
exploitation of the Amazon at the cost of the environ-
ment and law and order.

For his part, Bolsonaro sought to lay blame at the
door of the men themselves for undertaking a “reckless”
trip in an area where Phillips was “disliked.”  —AFP

ATALAIA DO NORTE, Brazil: Jefferson da Silva Lima (R), a
third suspect in the killing of British journalist Dom
Phillips and Brazilian indigenist Bruno Pereira, is escorted
as he arrives for a hearing in Atalaia do Norte, Amazonas
state, Brazil.  —AFP

‘Time is 
now the 

vital factor’


