
Rohingya refugees 
in Bangladesh 
rally to ‘go home’
KUTUPALONG, Bangladesh: Tens of thousands
of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh staged
demonstrations on Sunday demanding repatria-
tion back to Myanmar, where they fled a brutal
military crackdown five years ago.

Almost a million Rohingya are confined to
bamboo and tarpaulin shacks in 34 squalid
camps in southeast Bangladesh, with no work,
poor sanitation and little access to education.
Their increasingly restrictive host country has
banned them from holding rallies since they
staged a massive 100,000-strong protest in
August 2019.

But authorities allowed several groups of
Rohingya to hold simultaneous “Go Home”
marches and rallies ahead of World Refugee
Day on Monday. “We don’t want to stay in the
camps. Being refugees is not easy. It’s hell.
Enough is enough. Let’s go home,” top
Rohingya community leader Sayed Ullah said in
a speech at one rally.

In 2018, investigators from a United Nations
fact-finding mission into the killings and forced
mass exodus of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar
concluded that a criminal investigation and pros-
ecution was warranted of top Myanmar generals
for crimes against humanity and genocide.

Sunday’s demonstrations come after the for-
eign secretaries of Bangladesh and Myanmar last
week held a meeting-their first in nearly three
years-by video conference. A Bangladesh foreign
ministry official told AFP that during the meeting
Dhaka pressed Naypyidaw for the repatriation of
Rohingya refugees to start this year.

“We are hopeful the repatriation will start
after the monsoon this year at least in a limited
scale,” he said on condition of anonymity. Police
said thousands of refugees, including young chil-
dren, joined the marches and rallies, standing on
roads and alleys with placards that read “Enough
is Enough! Let’s Go Home”.

“Over 10,000 Rohingya took part in the rally
in the camps under my jurisdiction,” police offi-
cial Naimul Haque told AFP, referring to
Kutupalong, the largest refugee settlement in the
world. Police and organisers said more than
1,000 Rohingya took part in each of the rallies in
at least 29 camps.

Authorities deployed extra security in the
camps to prevent any violence, Haque said,
adding that the demonstrations “passed off
peacefully”.

No guarantees 
Previous repatriation attempts have failed,

with Rohingya refusing to go home until
Myanmar gives the largely Muslim minority
guarantees of rights and security. With a dialect
similar to that spoken in Chittagong in southeast
Bangladesh, the Rohingya are seen by many in
Myanmar as “illegal immigrants”, a characterisa-
tion the community does not agree with.

Rohingya leaders say they want to go back to
their original villages in the Rakhine state of
Myanmar, not to camps that Myanmar’s govern-
ment has built for internally displaced people.
Refugee Rahmat Ullah, 69, said he wants to go
back home. “We are Rohingya, not Bengalis. We
want repatriation with full rights restored,” he
told AFP.

Young refugee Mohammad Haris said he does
not want to “die a refugee”. “I want my rights. I
want to go home where I can study and think of a
future,” he said.  —AFP

HONG KONG: Beijing on Sunday appointed a new
Hong Kong administration that includes four senior
officials under US sanctions its incoming leader has
decried as an attempt to “bully” China. The United
States hit 11 Hong Kong and Beijing officials with
sanctions two years ago after a sweeping national
security law was imposed to snuff out dissent in the
semi-autonomous city following the massive, some-
times violent democracy protests of 2019.

Seven were members of the Hong Kong govern-
ment, and four will con-
tinue in the new adminis-
tration, including leader-
in-waiting John Lee,
security minister Chris
Tang, mainland affairs
minister Erick Tsang and
newly appointed chief
secretary for administra-
tion Eric Chan. The other
three sanctioned were
retired police chief
Steven Lo, outgoing city
leader Carrie Lam and Secretary for Justice Teresa
Cheng, who will be replaced.

Under the sanctions, Lam has said she was
forced to receive her salary in cash due to banking
restrictions. Introducing his new cabinet to
reporters Sunday, Lee said he “scoffed at the so-
called sanctions” and paid them no attention.

“Some countries of bullies tried to intimidate
(Hong Kong) officials with measures like sanctions,
especially after their plots to sabotage our national
security fai led because of the measures we

deployed,” Lee said. “This made us more deter-
mined in continuing to discharge our duties of
defending national security.”

Sunday’s appointment of 26 principal officials
comes less than two weeks before the new govern-
ment assumes office on July 1, the 25th anniversary
of Hong Kong’s transfer from British to Chinese
rule and halfway point of the “One Country, Two
Systems” political model.

While speculation has been rampant that Xi will
visit Hong Kong for the
anniversary celebrations
in what would be a sym-
bolic endorsement of
Lee’s new administration,
the trip has yet to be con-
firmed. Such a visit would
mark the first time Xi has
travelled outside the
Chinese mainland since
the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

John Lee, 64, a former
security chief who oversaw the crackdown on
Hong Kong’s democracy movement, was chosen as
the next chief executive by a small committee of
Beijing loyalists in early May. During Lee’s visit to
Beijing for his formal appointment last month, Xi
said Lee had the “courage to take responsibility”
and “had made contributions to safeguarding
national security and Hong Kong’s prosperity and
stability”.

Lee was the sole candidate in the race and
received 99 percent of the vote after China over-

hauled Hong Kong’s electoral system in 2021 to
ensure anyone deemed unpatriotic would be inel-
igible to run. Under a restructuring plan pro-
posed by the outgoing Lam, Lee’s administration

will be expanded, including the addition of two
new policy bureaus and creation of three deputy
secretary positions for administration, finance
and justice.  —AFP

Lam was forced to receive her salary in cash due to banking restrictions

New Hong Kong cabinet includes four 
senior officials under US sanctions

HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s Chief Executive-elect John Lee (front 3rd R) poses for a photo with his newly-
appointed cabinet at the central government headquarters in Hong Kong on June 19, 2022. —AFP

Sri Lanka troops 
open fire to 
contain fuel riots
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka’s military opened
fire to contain rioting at a fuel station, officials said
Sunday as unprecedented queues for petrol and
diesel were seen across the bankrupt country.
Troops fired in Visuvamadu, 365 kilometres (228
miles) north of Colombo, on Saturday night as their
guard point was pelted with stones, army
spokesman Nilantha Premaratne said.

“A group of 20 to 30 people pelted stones and
damaged an army truck,” Premaratne told AFP.
Police said four civilians and three soldiers were
wounded when the army opened fire for the first
time to quell unrest linked to the worsening eco-
nomic crisis.

As the pump ran out of petrol, motorists began
to protest and the situation escalated into a clash
with troops, police said. Sri Lanka is suffering its
worst economic crisis since independence, with the

country unable to find dollars to import essentials,
including food, fuel and medicines.

The nation’s 22 million population has been
enduring acute shortages and long queues for
scarce supplies while President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has for months resisted calls to step
down over mismanagement. Sri Lanka has deployed
armed police and troops to guard fuel stations. A
motorist was shot dead by police in April at the
central town of Rambukkana when a clash erupted
over the distribution of rationed petrol and diesel.

Police said clashes involving motorists erupted
at three locations over the weekend. At least six
constables were wounded in one clash while seven
motorists were arrested. The government declared
a two-week shutdown of state institutions and
schools in a bid to reduce commuting and conserve
depleting fuel stocks in the impoverished nation.

The country is also facing record high inflation
and lengthy power blackouts, all of which have
contributed to months of protests. Four out of five
people in Sri Lanka have started skipping meals as
they cannot afford to eat, the UN has said, warning
of a looming “dire humanitarian crisis” with millions
in need of aid.

The World Food Programme (WFP) began dis-

tributing food vouchers to about 2,000 pregnant
women in Colombo’s “underserved” areas as part
of “life-saving assistance” on Thursday. The WFP is
trying to raise $60 million for a food relief effort
between June and December. Sri Lanka defaulted
on its $51 billion foreign debt in April, and is in
talks with the International Monetary Fund for a
bailout.  —AFP

COLOMBO: People queue up to buy kerosene for
domestic use at a supply station in Colombo.  —AFP

Nigeria’s ruling 
party wins key 
local election
ABUJA, Nigeria: Nigeria’s ruling party has won a
key governorship election in the bellwether state of
Ekiti, the country’s electoral commission said
Sunday. Ekiti, in southwest Nigeria, is among eight
of 36 states where governorship elections are not
being held at the same time as the rest of the coun-
try because of legal challenges to previous results.

It is also considered a swing state, key to win-
ning next year’s presidential elections in the multi-
ethnic West African country of some 200 million
people. The Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) said the candidate of the ruling
All Progressives Congress (APC) won the most
votes out of 988,923 registered voters.

“Biodun Abayomi Oyebanji of APC, having satis-
fied the requirements of the law, is hereby declared
winner,” INEC official Kayode Oyebode Adebowale
said at a press conference. Oyebanji won with
187,057 votes, largely ahead of his two main oppo-
nents Segun Oni of the Social Democratic Party
(SDP) who came in second with 82,211 votes and
Otunba Bisi Kolawole of the Peoples Democratic

Party (PDP) who got 67,457 votes.
President Muhammadu Buhari congratulated

Oyebanji on his victory. “The APC is getting
stronger and more united. The victory of our party
in Ekiti is an indication of the confidence of
Nigerians in the ability of our great party to deliver
quality governance to all,” the president said in a
statement.

In preliminary reports about the election,
observers said the vote was largely peaceful and
without major incidents. Vote buying however was
reported at several polling stations, they said. In one
location, “party agents from APC were reportedly
sharing N7,000 ($15) to voters who showed how
their ballot paper was marked,” civil society group
Yiaga Africa said in a statement.

In another location it added, “party agents from
PDP and SDP were seen bribing voters.” Observers
of the Centre for Democracy and Development
(CDD) noted that the “general atmosphere of the
election was peaceful” but “documented 41
instances of vote buying and selling.”

The parties have not yet commented on the alle-
gations. In most cases where the electronic regis-
tration system, known as BVAS, malfunctioned, they
were fixed within an hour, CDD said. But in 11 cases,
observers saw voters being allowed to cast their
ballot without being authenticated electronically.

Nigeria has a long history of election-related
unrest and malpractice, including the last gover-

norship vote in Ekiti in 2018 that was marred by
violence and claims of electoral fraud. Saturday’s
election was seen as a test run for the 2023 presi-
dential vote.

Buhari, a former army general, is stepping down
after completing his two terms allowed by the con-
stitution. The two main candidates vying to replace
him are Bola Tinubu of the APC and Atiku Abubakar
of the PDP.  —AFP

ABUJA: This combination of file pictures shows
Nigeria’s ruling party (All Progressive Congress) presi-
dential flagbearer, Bola Tinubu (L) delivering a speech
and Nigerian former Vice President Atiku Abubakar (R)
speaking during the opposition Peoples Democratic
Party’s (PDP) primaries in Abuja. —AFP
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Uyghur candidate 
urges Japan to 
embrace diversity
TOKYO: Arfiya Eri is a young, female, multilingual former
United Nations official, all of which would already help
her stand out as a Japanese political candidate, but she is
also of Uyghur heritage. While her campaign is not cen-
tred around her ethnic background, it is attracting atten-
tion — positive and negative — in a country where poli-
tics is still a largely homogenous affair.

Ethnic Uyghurs generally hail from China’s Xinjiang
province, where the government is accused of detaining
more than one million of them and other Muslim minori-
ties in a years-long crackdown that rights groups say
includes widespread “crimes against humanity”.

Eri, 33, is running for parliament’s upper house with the
ruling Liberal Democratic Party, on a platform that
emphasises bread-and-butter issues and her identity as a
proud Japanese citizen. As the first person of Uyghur ori-
gin to run as a major party candidate in Japan, Eri
acknowledges her campaign is viewed by some through
the prism of her family history.

“Instead of my vision and policies as a Japanese
politician, people ask me about the Uyghur issue
because of my ethnic background,” she told AFP. “I can
understand why this happens, but it feels a bit strange.”
That does not mean, however, that diversity is not a con-
cern for a woman who speaks seven languages and was
educated between Japan, China and the United States.

In fact, it helped inspire her to run, after she watched
an election in her native Fukuoka region in southern Japan
and observed the uniformity of the candidates. “I see
more and more people like myself visibly represented in
Japan, with names that are not traditionally Japanese,”
said Eri, whose family name is sometimes mistaken for her
first name. “Women are also more visibly active and
successful... But when you look at the world of poli-
tics, that diversity is still not being represented, it’s
not reflected.” 

‘Unspeakable oppression’ 
Japan’s July 10 election will see more than 500 candi-

dates running for half of the 248-seat upper house, known
as the House of Councillors. The LDP is expected to win,
though Eri’s chances will be partly dictated by where she
is eventually placed on the party list. She plans to cam-
paign for better work-life balance, gender equality and
amending the pacifist constitution, which bars the use of
force to settle international disputes and is interpreted by

some as prohibiting the
country from having any
military force.

Eri endorses the LDP’s
mainstream conservative
politics, and insists Japan
must “stand firm on our
national security”. Eri also
declines to use the name
Xinjiang for China’s
Uyghur-majority region,
and said her familiarity
with alleged human rights
abuses has shaped her views. The candidate described
“human rights violations at an unspeakable scale in
places like the Uyghur region”, and said she believes
even a minor rights violation “opens the door” to
worse abuses.

Eri’s family moved from Japan to China when she was
a teenager, after her father, an engineer, was transferred
by his employer. She graduated from an American inter-
national school before studying in the United States, and
joined the United Nations in 2016 after a stint at the
Bank of Japan. Her international resume sets her apart
from many election candidates, but “rather than my
actual experiences and expertise or who I really am,
my background has drawn more attention”. —AFP
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