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Georgia’s Aprasidze 
sends Montpellier 
to Top 14 final
PARIS: Georgia’s Gela Aprasidze kicked two late long-
range penalties to take Montpellier to next weekend’s Top
14 final with a 19-10 win over Bordeaux-Begles on
Saturday. Substitute scrum-half Aprasdize’s contribution
came in the final 11 minutes and his club will meet Castres,
who beat champions Toulouse 24 hours earlier, next Friday
at the Stade de France in a re-run of their 2018 meeting.
“The essential was to win, in a pretty way or not, we don’t
care,” Montpellier full-back Anthon Bouthier told reporters.

“With Gela, we knew he had it in his legs. The day
before he kicked some from 60 meters. “He came on, he was
fresh, knock-out rugby is about knowing taking the points
when on offer,” he added. Montpellier head coach Philippe
Saint-Andre handed France three-quarter Arthur Vincent
his first start since October after he recovered from a seri-
ous knee injury. Argentina forward Guido Petti returned to
Bordeaux-Begles’ side following a knee injury sustained
against Perpignan on June 5. —AFP

BROOKLINE: Defending champion Jon Rahm,
Masters champion Scottie Scheffler and four-time
major winner Rory McIlroy-the world’s three top-
ranked players-grinded out rounds Saturday to stay
in contention at the US Open. Second-ranked
Spaniard Rahm birdied three of the last five holes
but hit into bunkers on his first three shots at 18 for
a double bogey to shoot one-over par 71 and stand
on three-under 207, one stroke behind co-leaders
Will Zalatoris of the United States and England’s
Matt Fitzpatrick after 54 holes at The Country Club. 

“I’m very content. I’m not going to lie. I have to
consider that I have 18 holes and I’m only one shot
back. That’s the important thing,” Rahm said. “I
know somebody behind is going to come out hot
and is going to post a score, and I know I’m going
to have to play good and probably shoot in the red
numbers. That’s my job.” Third-ranked McIlroy, with
three bogeys and a short birdie putt miss in the first
six holes, salvaged a 73 to stand on 209, three adrift
but within reach. 

“I’m sort of going home thinking that I held this
round together when it could have got away from
me quickly,” McIlroy said. “I certainly thought I was
going to be a few shots further back than I was at
the end of the day, but Jon struggled there coming
in. Even though it was such a tough day and I feel
like I battled well, to still only be three back going
into tomorrow I feel is a good thing for me.” 

World number one Scheffler, chasing his fifth title
and second major of the year, is primed for the
mental and physical challenge of Sunday’s final
round. “The US Open is very taxing, mentally and
physically. I think that’s all part of what makes this

tournament so fun,” he said. “You’re going to get
tested all different kinds of ways, whether it be
physically, mentally, whatever it is. I think that’s kind
of the fun of it. 

“If every golf tournament was like this, it would be
in for a long season for all of us. A few times a year I
think it’s a ton of fun.” Scheffler, trying to match Tiger
Woods as the only world number ones to win the US
Open, would be the first to manage the US Open-
Masters double since Jordan Spieth in 2015 and just
the seventh ever on a list that includes Tiger Woods,
Arnold Palmer, Ben Hogan and Jack Nicklaus.

‘I just have to do me’ 
Rahm could become only the second non-US

player to win consecutive US Opens after Scotsman
Willie Anderson took three from 1903-1905. He
can’t be worried about his rivals. “I just have to do
me,” Rahm said. “I can’t control what the guys
ahead or behind me are doing. I just have to focus
on myself and play my golf, shot by shot, try to be
as committed as possible to each shot. “The second
you get too caught up in what others are doing at a
US Open is when you start making bogeys and
double-bogeys in a row.” McIlroy seeks his first
major title since 2014. He won last week’s PGA
Canadian Open and could become the first player
since 1934 to win the week before and then capture
the US Open.

He found Saturday’s windy conditions playing
havoc with his putting. “I started to play the wind a
little bit on the putts, and the wind was definitely
affecting them,” McIlroy said. “I just haven’t putted
in this much wind in a while. “Then you’re in two

minds: Is this next putt going to be hit by the wind,
or is it not? It was hard.” It made him dig in fiercely
at the end, with one birdie, one bogey and 10 pars
in the last 12 holes. “In situations like this where the

run could have got away from me, I just dig in there
a little bit more,” McIlroy said. “Just keep hanging
around. I did well to get it in under par for the tour-
nament.” —AFP

World’s three top-ranked players remain in contention

Rahm, McIlroy and Scheffler 
grind to stay in US Open hunt

BROOKLINE: Jon Rahm of Spain plays a second shot from a fairway bunker on the 18th hole during the
third round of the 122nd US Open Championship at The Country Club on June 18, 2022. —AFP

Fraser-Pryce storms 
to impressive 100m 
victory in Paris
PARIS: Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce hammered home
her status as world championship favorite on
Saturday by equaling her world best time this year
to win the 100m at the Paris Diamond League meet-
ing. The veteran Jamaican sprinter triumphed in
10.67sec, shrugging off the crushing 30-degree
heat at the city’s Charlety stadium.

A two-time Olympic champion over 100m, the
35-year-old Fraser-Pryce equalled the 2022 best
time she set in Nairobi in May. The nine-time world
champion’s win illustrated her threat to reigning
Olympic champion Elaine Thompson-Herah at next
month’s world championships in Eugene, Oregon.
Both will meet next week at the Jamaican trials. “I
feel very good, technically it was very good. The
goal is always to be on top technically, then the lap
times follow,” said Fraser-Pryce.

“Physically I was good too. Running 10.6, only a
few sprinters can achieve that,” she added. Britain’s
Daryll Neita was second Saturday in 10.99sec with
Marie-Josee Ta Lou of Ivory Coast third in 11.01sec.

Fraser-Pryce has already qualified for the 100m in
Eugene as she is the defending champion. However,
she said she has “not decided yet” on whether she
will attempt the sprint double in Oregon. “We’ll see
if I’m ready to do it physically and mentally,” she
had said on Friday.

After racing to 10.05 seconds over the 100m in
Oslo on Thursday, Andre De Grasse returned to his
favored 200m in the French capital. But the
Canadian Olympic gold medalist was only fourth on
Saturday in a race won by Luxolo Adams of South
Africa in 19.82sec. Ukraine’s Yaroslava Mahuchikh,
silver medalist at the 2019 world championships and
bronze medal winner at the 2020 Olympics, won the
high jump with a season-best 2.01m.

Mahuchikh won on her second attempt, improv-
ing on her previous season-leading 2.0m at the
Eugene Diamond League meet. She tried and failed
three times at 2.05m, a centimeter above her career
best. Mahuchikh topped an all-Ukraine podium in
the event ahead of Iryna Gerashchenko (1.98m) and
Yuliya Levchenko (1.95m). There was also a season
best in the 3,000m steeplechase for Bahrain’s
Winfred Mutile Yavi.

The 22-year-old won in a time of 8min 56.55sec,
making her the fourth best performer in the history
of the discipline. Behind her, Ethiopia’s Sembo
Alemayehu, only 17 years old, ran in 9min 09.19sec.

Close to a world record in the 110m hurdles last
week, Devon Allen of the United States, who plans
to juggle his sporting career between American
football and athletics, won in 13.16sec. His perform-
ance came just 48 hours after his 13.22sec run in
Oslo. In the 100m hurdles, Nigeria’s Tobi Amusan
broke the African record in 12.41sec, the third best
run of the season. —AFP

PARIS: Jamaica’s Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce celebrates
after winning and breaking a new record in the
women’s 100 meter event during the IAAF Wanda
Diamond League athletics meeting at The Charlety
Stadium in Paris on June 18, 2022.  —AFP

AU team wins first 
place in UAAK 
Futsal League
KUWAIT: The Futsal team of the Australian
University (AU) were crowned champions of the
Universities Athletic Association in Kuwait (UAAK)
Futsal League. The League brought together seven
teams from various private universities in Kuwait,
taking place over the course of 2 months, until the
final championship game on 9 June, 2022, which
ensued in AU team winning. 

Concluding the league, AU face-off GUST at
their Field for the championship title. After a Tie
score, the final game ran to penalty kicks, and
resulted in the big win of AU team 4-3. Following
the game, the goalkeeper of AU team, Student
Fawaz Al Ayoubi, was crowned (Man of the Match)

by the Student Life department for his extraordi-
nary performance.

Abdullah Khaledi, Student Life Staff at AU,
coached the AU futsal  team composed of
Abdullah Mubarak, Ali Mohammed, Fawaz Al
Ayoubi, Abdulwahhab Hassan, Fahad Al Fraij,
Sulaiman Al Attar, Hamad Al Rashed, Saleh Al
Kanderi, Haider Jasim, Abdullah Al Mahboub,
Hussain Al Shemali, Mohammed Akbar and Bashar
Al Zaabi.

Commenting on this notable achievement,
Hussain Al Haddad, Manager of the Student Affairs
Department at AU said, “On behalf of AU, I would
like to congratulate our Futsal team for the well-
deserved win of the University Athletic Association
of Kuwait Tournament, all the hard work has paid
off. It is indeed an amazing accomplishment for us
especially after the long break due to the pandemic,
I would like to thank the organizers, the participat-
ing teams and everyone who supported this tourna-
ment and I wish continued success to our hard-
working champions.”


