
Sport
Established 1961 

MONDAY, JUNE 20, 2022

TASHKENT: Players celebrate as Saudi Arabia become Asian U-23 champions on Sunday after defeating hosts Uzbekistan 2-0 in Tashkent. 

TASHKENT: Saudi Arabia became Asian U-23 
champions on Sunday after defeating hosts 
Uzbekistan 2-0 in Tashkent, thanks to superb second 
half-strikes from Ahmed Al-Ghamdi and Firas Al-
Buraikan. It is the first time the young Green Falcons 
have won the AFC U-23 Asian Cup after final defeats 
in 2013 and 2020, and it also marks the first major 
continental trophy for coach Saad Al-Shehri who 
also lost two continental finals in his career.   

Al-Ghamdi gave Saudi Arabia the lead early in 
the second half with a strike worthy of winning any 
prize, with Al-Buraikan adding an equally impres-
sive second with 16 minutes remaining. As the 
team’s defense had failed to concede a single goal 
at any time in the tournament, the size of 
Uzbekistan’s task was apparent as they were going 
to have to do something that five teams had failed 
to do this month. Roared on by 34,000 fans at the 
Milliy Stadium, the men in blue tried their utmost 
but were unable to find a way past goalkeeper 
Nawaf Al-Aqidi. 

While the final minutes were understandably 
frantic, the opening period was a cagey one with 
Saudi Arabia keeping the ball well and Uzbekistan 
looking to break forward quickly when they won 
possession. The first half was at the midway point 
before there was any danger of a goal. It was 
Saudi Arabia who came close. Hamad Al-Ghamdi, 
inside the area, got to the byline on the left and 
pulled the ball back for Al-Buraikan, but the strik-
er’s low shot from close range was well-blocked 
by Alibek Davronov. 

The hosts, with their fans filling the stadium two 
hours before the kick-off, had their first clear chance 
after 32 minutes. Hojimat Erginov ran on to a through 
ball but, from the edge of the area, shot high and wide 
with just the goalkeeper to beat. Moments later, Hamad 
Al-Yami unleashed a powerful shot from 25 meters, 
which had goalkeeper Vladimir Nazarov scrambling to 
his left to tip the ball away from his corner. 

Then, seven minutes before the break Al-Ghamdi 
was bundled over by Davranov in the area and the ref-

eree pointed to the spot. VAR had a good look and a 
five-minute wait decided there had been a marginal 
offside in the build-up. That episode got the Tashkent 
temperature rising, but the last action of the first half 
saw the Saudis almost take the lead. A long ball from 
inside their half was headed back by Al-Buraikan to 
Ayman Yahya, whose looping header hit the outside of 
the post with the goalkeeper scrambling back from no 
man’s land. 

Then just three minutes into the second half, Saudi 
Arabia took the lead in stunning fashion. Al-Yami 
found Al-Ghamdi on the edge of the area, but the 20-
year-old player still had work to do. The Ettifaq man 
evaded the attentions of two defenders and then fired 
an unstoppable left-footed shot into the top corner. 

Uzbekistan were understandably eager to get back 
on level terms as soon as possible and, around the 
hour mark, were starting to push Saudi Arabia more 
onto the back foot, although the much-vaunted 
defense held firm. There were some hearts in mouths, 
however, as the man in form for the Central Asians, 

Jasurbek Jaloliddinov, almost repeated his spectacular 
semi-final strike against Japan but his long-range shot 
just went over the bar. 

The hosts had the ball in the net with 20 minutes 
remaining. Jaloliddinov sent Ruslanbek Jiyanov 
through on goal and while his low shot from the right 
across Al-Aqidi beat the goalkeeper, the forward 
received the ball in a clear offside position. Soon after, 
it was 2-0. Uzbekistan had been leaving gaps at the 
back, but Saudi Arabia couldn’t take advantage until 
Al-Buraikan scored another memorable goal. The 
striker was outside the box on the left side and 
unleashed a deadly shot into the far corner, past 
Nazarov’s despairing dive. 

It knocked the wind out of the hosts’ sails and 
there was no way back for the 2018 champions, who 
grew increasingly frustrated. There was a major bust-
up toward the end as Uzbekistan felt their opponents 
were time-wasting, which led to plenty of pushing 
and even a few water bottles thrown from the stands 
onto the pitch. — Agencies 

Saudi win first-ever AFC U-23 Cup
Saudi Arabia beat hosts Uzbekistan 2-0 

LONDON: Italy’s Matteo Berrettini served notice of his 
intention to mount another strong challenge at 
Wimbledon after joining an elite group of players by 
retaining his ATP Queen’s Club title on Sunday. Berrettini 
defeated Serbia’s Filip Krajinovic 7-5, 6-4 in the final of 
the Wimbledon warm-up event. He will now be aiming to 
go one better at Wimbledon, the only one of tennis’s four 
majors still played on grass, after losing to Novak 
Djokovic in last year’s final.  

Berrettini’s victory meant he joined John McEnroe, 
Jimmy Connors, Boris Becker, Ivan Lendl, Lleyton Hewitt, 
Andy Roddick and Andy Murray as the only players in 
the Open era to win back-to-back Queen’s titles. The 

world number 10 has been in superb grass-court form 
this season following a return from hand surgery.  

Berrettini, 26, has now won two tournaments in a row, 
after beating Murray in Stuttgart last weekend, and 
Sunday’s success was a further boost to his confidence 
just eight days before the start of Wimbledon. Krajinovic, 
who prior to this week had never won a match on grass, 
was the first player in Sunday’s final to lose serve. 

But the world number 48 commendably broke 
straight back to level at 3-3. Berrettini, however, edged 
ahead at 6-5 and then held serve to take the first set. 
Krajinovic’s chance had gone and Berettini broke mid-
way through the second set before finishing off the 
match with an ace. “There are too many emotions,” 
Berrettini said soon after his latest victory. “The last 
thing I expected after a surgery was two titles in a row 
and to defend my title here. I just cannot believe it. 

“Every time I walk in the hallways here and see all the 
names of the champions from the past, and now knowing it’s 

me, twice, on the same wall gives me goosebumps.” 
Krajinovic, meanwhile, was buoyed by a performance that 
gave him hope of improving on a woeful record at 
Wimbledon, where he has suffered four first-round defeats.  

 
Jabeur wins WTA final 

In another development, top seed Ons Jabeur won the 
final of the WTA tournament in Berlin on Sunday after 
Olympic champion Belinda Bencic was forced to retire 
after twisting her left ankle. Bencic slipped at the end of 
the first set and despite receiving treatment, she eventu-
ally retired with Jabeur leading 6-3, 2-1. Jabeur had 
raced into a 3-0 lead after just nine minutes before going 
on to win the third WTA title of her career after wins on 
grass last year in Birmingham and on clay in Madrid last 
month. “From what I know of Belinda, she would have 
taken me to three sets today,” said Jabeur, who wished 
her opponent a speedy recovery with Wimbledon due to 
start in a week’s time. — AFP 

Berrettini retains  
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LONDON: Italy’s Matteo Berrettini poses for a photo-
graph as he celebrates with the trophy. — AFP

SACHSENRING: Monster Energy Yamaha’s French rid-
er Fabio Quartararo celebrates on the podium after 
winning the German MotoGP Grand Prix. — AFP 

SACHSENRING: Reigning world champion Fabio 
Quartararo extended his lead in the overall standings 
with a commanding performance despite feeling unwell 
to win the German MotoGP on Sunday. The Yamaha 
rider dominated in scorching temperatures at the 
Sachsenring with fellow Frenchman Johann Zarco fin-
ishing second and Australia’s Jack Miller third. 

Quartararo snatched the lead at the first corner 
away from Francesco Bagnaia, who started in pole 
position, and never looked back, but later revealed he 
had suffered with illness all weekend. “I’m tired, I was 
sick most of the weekend and was coughing during 
the race, but I am super happy.” said Quartararo, 

whose gamble paid off to use a medium rear tyre 
rather than a hard one. 

This is his third win this season and Quartararo 
claimed back-to-back victories having also won the 
Catalan MotoGP at the start of June. The Frenchman 
extended his lead at the top of the overall champi-
onships to 34 points over Spanish rider Aleix Espargaro 
as the Yamaha rider earned the 11th MotoGP victory of 
his career. Victory in Saxony means that whatever hap-
pens at the Dutch MotoGP at Assen next weekend, 
Quartararo will keep his lead going into the summer 
break before the season resumes at Silverstone in 
August. 

“I am not thinking of the championship,” Quartararo 
insisted. “I am here to win as many races as possible, 
maybe by the time it comes to Japan and Thailand (in 
September and October), I will think about the title 
itself. “We are going to a track I love at Assen (the 
Dutch MotoGP) next week.” At the halfway point of the 
season, Quartararo remains on course to win the overall 
world title for the second straight year as he again left 
his rivals in his wake in sweltering temperatures. “It was 

a nightmare,” said second-placed Zarco of the condi-
tions, “but I ensured my runners-up spot when I decid-
ed to chase down Fabio after Bagnaia crashed. 

“I battled hard for it, and was exhausted at the end, 
but it is never easy for me and I just have to tough 
these races out.” Bagnaia, who dominated free practice, 
crashed out with 27 laps to go, when his rear wheel slid 
out from under him, ending his hopes of winning the 
overall world title to his obvious fury. This was the third 
time the Italian has failed to finish in his last four 
MotoGP races. Miller put in a brilliant ride to finish 
third, having nearly crashed on the same bend where 
Bagnaia exited. 

“I had an eventful race and nearly crashed,” said the 
Australian. “I was happy with the job I did, I put every-
thing out there.” In Moto 2, Augusto Fernandez claimed 
victory to move up to third overall with Spanish com-
patriot Pedro Acosta second and Britain’s Sam Lowes 
third after current leader Celestino Vietti crashed. 
Spain’s Izan Guevara won the Moto 3 race with Italy’s 
Dennis Foggia second as overall leader Sergio Garcia 
finished back in third. — AFP 
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