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Jubilant Gustavo Petro elected 
Colombia’s first leftist president

Sabah Hospital celebrates 
60 yrs since inauguration 5 Syrian monastery seeks 

visitors after years of war12 Japan judo hits crisis point as 
bullied, burnt-out kids quit153

News in brief

MoCI mulls limiting property 
brokerage jobs for Kuwaitis

New fishermen recruited to maintain food security in the country
KUWAIT: Official sources at the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry said there are plans to 
issue a decision to limit the job of real estate bro-
kers to Kuwaitis, after discovering expatriates are 
in control of this profession. The supervision and 
inspection department claimed these expats have 
caused a significant increase in prices deliberately 
without any justification, adding “prices can be 
reduced very easily if they put their personal 
greed aside”. 

The sources said prices at offices selling and 
leasing real estate suddenly increased significantly 
in a way that does not agree with natural and realis-
tic prices and without having any links with local or 
international market variables. They are also not 

linked with consumer needs and demands, which 
means the prices are artificial.  

Studies and research revealed that following an 
exodus of expats who worked in real estate 
offices due to the coronavirus pandemic, it was 
found that the remaining employees - the majority 
of whom are from one nationality - agreed over 
certain prices and decided to never lower them, 
because the higher the price, the larger the com-
mission for them. 

The sources said the commerce ministry noticed 
that Kuwaiti office owners do not know about this 
situation because expat workers take care of buy-
ing and selling, adding this made the price of a 
house worth KD 220,000 in Ferdous, Ardiya, 

Andalus, Dhaher, Sabah Al-Salem or Waha jump to 
KD 300,000 to KD 320,000, with this artificial 
increase in prices becoming a reality. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait Fishermen Union is getting 
ready to receive a group of fishermen who were 
permitted to be hired by the Public Authority of 
Manpower (PAM), in response to the union’s 
demand to bring in workers due to the current 
labor shortage and food security needs, bearing in 
mind that many fishing boats are still idle due to a 
lack of workers. 

Sources said the new workers are from Egypt 
and India, and the union will be allowed to bring in 
another group at the start of next year. Sources said 
the fishing sector represents an important part of 

the ministerial committee’s plans to ensure food 
security in Kuwait, and this will allow for bringing in 
expat labor in the animal husbandry sector (live-
stock and poultry). 

They said the Cabinet will approve through the 
Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish 
Resources an increase in feed subsidies as well as 
boats operating for food security, after agreeing a 
government plan to increase animal and agricul-
tural production. Those who do not comply will 
not receive any subsidies. The plan calls for hav-
ing 100 sheep in a jakhour and 200 to 300 sheep 
at a farm. Some of them will be sent to the market 
for sale, and this will provide consumers meat at 
cheaper prices.

Saudis can travel to Turkey 
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia on Monday lifted a ban 
on citizens travelling to Turkey and three other 
countries, state media reported, as the kingdom 
continues to relax coronavirus prevention 
measures. At the beginning of the pandemic, 
Saudi Arabia imposed a rule against all foreign 
travel, and as of last month 16 countries includ-
ing Turkey were still off-limits to Saudi citizens. 
“A decision has been made to lift the suspen-
sion of direct or indirect travel by citizens to 
Ethiopia, Turkey, Vietnam and India,” the offi-
cial Saudi Press Agency quoted an interior 
ministry official as saying on Monday. — AFP

Lebanon threatens to expel Syrians 
 
BEIRUT: Prime Minister Najib Mikati on 
Monday said Lebanon was ready to expel 
Syrian refugees living in the country if the 
international community does not work to 
repatriate them. Lebanon, grappling with its 
worst ever economic crisis, has the world’s 
highest proportion of refugees in its popula-
tion, with the government estimating that 
Syrians account for almost a quarter of its 
more than six million residents. — AFP 

Dubai to reopen world fair site 
 
DUBAI: Dubai’s vast Expo 2020 site is to reopen 
as Expo City Dubai, a “city of the future” with 
housing, businesses and leisure facilities, officials 
said on Monday. The development on Dubai’s 
outskirts, purpose-built at $7 billion for the six-
month Expo that finished in March, will host 
offices for Dubai port operator DP World and 
German conglomerate Siemens. Eighty percent of 
the original infrastructure and buildings will 
remain, including the falcon-themed UAE pavilion 
and Al-Wasl Dome, the Expo centerpiece lit up 
by colorful projections. The site will also house 
“start-ups and small and medium-sized enterpris-
es”, the announcement said. —  AFP

KUWAIT: Recurring dust storms whipping Kuwait 
in the spring and summer are normal considering 
the country’s location and the desert climate, said 
Dherar Al-Ali, the supervisor of stations at the 

meteorological division of the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation. Ali told KUNA that Kuwait’s loca-
tion in the northeast of the Arabian Peninsula puts it 
in close proximity with sources of dust, namely the 
Iraqi marshlands, Al-Rafidain plain, Iraq’s Western 
Desert, Syria’s rural regions, and the Al-Dahnaa and 
Al-Dabdaba deserts. 

There are local sources of dust too such as 
Warba and Boubyan islands and the desert region 

of Al-Habari in the northwest, sand dunes in Al-
Huwaimlah and treeless empty spaces. The Saudi 
Al-Dahnaa desert brings in reddish dust, Ali said, 
indicating that some storms are as vast as 200 km - 
these are emerging ones coming mainly from the 
Western Desert in Iraq and Al-Rafidain plain. As to 
storms of a 150-km width, they usually rage at high 
speed and originate from the Iraqi marshes and 
Wadi Al-Batin. — KUNA 

Dust storms normal 
occurrence in Kuwait

DOHA: Qatar’s Minister of State for Energy Affairs and President and CEO of 
Qatar Energy Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi and Ryan Lance, CEO of ConocoPhillips, 
attend a signing ceremony on June 20, 2022. —  AFP 

A handout picture released by Kensington Palace on June 18, 2022 shows 
Britain’s Prince William posing for a photograph with his children, Prince 
Louis, Princess Charlotte and George, taken in Jordan in Autumn 2021 and 
released to mark Father’s Day 2022. — AFP  

DOHA: ConocoPhillips on Monday 
became the first US energy giant to sign 
up to help Qatar’s massive natural gas 
expansion that has drawn global bidders 
anxious to assure new supplies. 
ConocoPhillips’ chunk of the North 
Field East project is half the size of 
France’s TotalEnergies, which has a 6.25 
percent share, but the same as Italy’s 
ENI, announced on Sunday, Energy 
Minister Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi told a 

press conference. 
No figure for the value of the deal 

was given but TotalEnergies previously 
said it had paid $2 billion for its joint 
venture. The expansion of the North 
Field, which has the world’s biggest 
known natural gas reserves, is estimated 
to cost more than $28 billion, and will 
see production increase from the cur-
rent 77 million tons a year to 110 million 
tons by 2027. 

The project has taken on growing 
international importance because of the 
fallout from the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine on Europe’s energy supplies. 
The joint venture between 
ConocoPhillips and the state-owned 
Qatar Energy will last 27 years, but 
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ConocoPhillips 
joins Qatar mega 
gas expansion

LONDON: Prince William’s 40th 
birthday this week marks a significant 
milestone for the future king, who is 
rapidly stamping his authority on the 
British royal family by plotting a 
course between tradition and moder-
nity. William’s wife Catherine cele-
brated her landmark birthday in 
January and only Queen Elizabeth II is 
held in higher regard by the public 
than the close-knit couple, who are 
often held up as a model for the future 
of the monarchy. 

According to pollsters YouGov, 
William, whose birthday is on 
Tuesday, is the most popular royal 
behind the queen, with a 66-percent 
approval rating, followed by Kate on 
60 percent. “It’s a very important 
milestone for him because, with his 
father Prince Charles, he’s stepping up 
to support the queen, and also to con-
tinue to create an identity as the 
future king,” royal commentator 
Richard Fitzwilliams told AFP. 

Such is William’s popularity that 
many even want him to leapfrog his 
father and become king when his 
grandmother dies. Since the 96-year-
old sovereign began winding down 
her duties due to ill health and old age 
last year, second-in-line to the throne 
William has been an increasingly 
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Prince William’s 
influence grows 
as he hits 40

STOCKHOLM: Finland and Sweden are to discuss 
their stalled NATO bids with Turkey in Brussels on 
Monday, but hopes are fading they will be able 

resolve their dispute before an alliance summit next 
week, experts say. NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg was to meet with representatives from 
the three countries to try to make progress on the 
Nordic nations’ membership applications, which have 
been blocked by Ankara. 

“I think it is possible but it would be very difficult,” 
Paul Levin, director of the Institute for Turkey Studies 
at Stockholm University, told AFP, adding it would 
require both parties to compromise. NATO and the 
two Nordic countries had expected the application 

process to be quick. But Ankara’s objections caught 
them all off-guard, at a time when NATO is keen to 
display a unified front against Russia. 

Ankara has accused Finland and Sweden of pro-
viding a safe haven for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK), listed as a “terrorist” group by Turkey and its 
Western allies. Ankara has also demanded they lift 
their weapons freezes on Turkey. Any NATO mem-
bership deal must be unanimously approved by all 30 
members of the alliance, and fears are now mounting  
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