
Tuesday, June 21, 2022

4
L o c a l

Established 1961 

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL               : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING          : 24835616/7
FAX                            : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION          : 24833199 Extn. 353/3561
ACCOUNTS              : 24833199 Extn. 125
COMMERCIAL          : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
Email: info@kuwaittimes.com

Website: www.kuwaittimes.com

Established 1961 
The First Daily in The Arabian Gulf

KUWAIT: In line with its efforts to support and shed
light on life-changing humanitarian causes, Boursa
Kuwait lit up its office premises in blue on June 20,
2022, in commemoration of World Refugee Day 2022,
an initiative initiated by the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR). 

The initiative forms part of Boursa Kuwait’s efforts to
create a lasting meaningful impact on the communities
where it operates as part of its Corporate Sustainability
strategy and is in line with Goal 1 - No Poverty, Goal 2 -
Zero Hunger, Goal 3 - Good Health and Well-Being,
Goal 4 - Quality Education, Goal 6 - Clean Water and
Sanitation, Goal 10 - Reduced Inequalities and Goal 17
- Partnership for the Goals - of the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). 

World Refugee Day is an international day designat-
ed by the United Nations to honor refugees around the
globe, celebrating the strength and courage of people
who have been forced to flee their home country to
escape conflict or persecution. Falling on June 20 of
every year, it is an occasion to build empathy and
understanding for the plight of refugees and recognize
their resilience in rebuilding their lives.

On World Refugee Day 2022, it is important to rec-
ognize that whoever they are, people forced to flee
should be treated with dignity and that anyone can seek
protection, regardless of who they are or what they
believe. It is non-negotiable: seeking safety is a human
right. This year’s theme also aims to raise awareness to
the fact that wherever they come from, people forced to
flee should be welcomed. Refugees come from all over
the globe. To get out of harm’s way, they might take a
plane, a boat, or travel on foot. What remains universal is
the right to seek safety. World Refugee Day 2022 also
sheds light on the fact that whenever people are forced
to flee, they have a right to be protected, and that every-
one deserves protection as well as a right to be safe.

Commenting on the eve of World Refugee Day,
Naser Meshari Al-Sanousi, Senior Director of
Marketing and Communication at Boursa Kuwait, said:
“On World Refugee Day, Boursa Kuwait joins the
United Nations High Commission for Refugees, sup-
porting the agency’s efforts to help over 100 million

refugees and internally displaced people across the
globe, who have been forced to flee their homes
because of violence and skirmishes in countries like
Syria, Yemen, Iraq, Lebanon and many other places
around the world.” On the occasion, the company also
announced that it would continue to support initiatives
launched by the UNHCR. Boursa Kuwait recently
became the first private company in Kuwait to con-
tribute to UNHCR’s annual Winterization Assistance
Program, which successfully benefited refugees and the
internally displaced in the Levant region during 2021.
For 2022, Boursa Kuwait will sponsor the UNHCR’s ini-
tiative to protect refugee and IDP children in the Middle
East and North Africa. 

Sanousi added: “Boursa Kuwait believes that in can
play an important role in achieving the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals and create a lasting
impact in the communities it operates in. I would like to
take the opportunity today to announce our support of
the UNHCR’s initiative to protect refugee and IDP chil-
dren, continuing our long-standing relationship with the
UN’s refugee agency.” 

Boursa Kuwait has been a staunch supporter of the
UNHCR, which relies on the voluntary contributions of
government donors, which make up 90 percent of the
agency’s overall income. The company has contributed
unearmarked funding to the UNHCR for the second
consecutive year, giving the UNHCR the choice of

where to allocate the funding and strengthening results-
based management and supporting the agency’s core
mandate and mission and gives it the ability to have a
consistent approach to governments on international
protection.

UNHCR Representative in Kuwait Nisreen Rubaian
welcomed Boursa Kuwait’s support of the agency and
its mandate, saying, “On World Refugee Day, I would
like to thank Boursa Kuwait for partnering with the
UNHCR and supporting the Commission’s efforts to
help refugees and internally displaced people - specifi-
cally children, who make up a large percentage of the
refugees around the world - for the second consecutive
year. I look forward to strengthening our long-term
partnership further to continue to aid those in need and
create a better world for all.”

Boursa Kuwait’s partnership with the UNHCR is the
embodiment of the company’s sincere desire to raise
awareness to the importance of helping those who are
in need and have been deprived of their right to live
with dignity. This initiative will contribute to greater
awareness of the importance of helping the victims of
wars, conflicts and persecution build better futures for
themselves.

Boursa Kuwait’s Corporate Sustainability strategy
stipulates ensuring initiatives apply and fall in line with
the company’s corporate social responsibility (CSR),
industry best practice standards and investor expecta-
tions, creating strong and sustainable partnerships that
ultimately achieve success and allow Boursa Kuwait to
leverage the capabilities and strengths of other compa-
nies or organizations that have experience in different
fields, and integrating sustainability efforts with the
company culture, in order to achieve longevity and an
ongoing impact that is carried on and instilled in the
day-to-day operations of the stock exchange.

As part of the strategy, Boursa Kuwait has
launched many initiatives in partnership with local and
international organizations, focusing on support for
nongovernmental organizations and charity programs,
financial literacy and capital market awareness, the
empowerment of women, as well as environmental
protection.

Boursa Kuwait lights up in blue in
recognition of World Refugee Day 2022
Company aims to raise awareness of refugees’ conditions 
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GCC countries
keen to help
refugees: Hajra 
RIYAHD: Secretary General of the Cooperation
Council for the Arab States of the Gulf Dr Nayef Al-
Hajraf stressed Monday that the GCC countries are
always keen to rescue and help refugees according to
humanitarian principles sanctioned by the relevant
international conventions and treaties. This came in a
press statement issued by the GCC General Secretariat
on the occasion of the International Refugees Day.
Hajraf said that this year’s celebration is entitled ‘The
right to seek safety’ calling on the international com-
munity to cooperate to protect refugees in all parts of
the world and ease off their suffering due to wars, vio-
lence, persecution and disasters. He stressed that they
can only be helped by unity, solidarity and in a manner
that preserves their dignity and rights. He noted that
the Gulf countries have their firm positions to provide
health social, food, and relief care for refugees all
around the world, through efforts made by the GCC’s
states with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.
He expresses his concerns over the increase in the
number of refugees around the world, and confirmed
the sympathies of the Gulf States and their continuous
support for any step that can alleviate the suffering of
refugees and help them to live a decent life.—AFP

KUWAIT: Studio Toggle, an architecture office from
Kuwait, has won big at the prestigious A+
International Architecture awards presented by the
popular Architizer magazine. The office, led by
Architects Hend Almatrouk and Gijo Paul George,
won the coveted “Popular Choice Award” for the
“Best Young Firm” category, edging out four other
finalists from the UK and China, chosen out of
5000+ nominations from 100+ countries. Studio
Toggle also won the prestigious “Juror’s Choice
Award” for the “Best Architecture Office in the
Middle East and Africa” category. 

Other winners include:
• Zaha Hadid Architects (Jurors’ Choice, Best Large

Architecture Firm)
• AGi Architects (Jurors’ Choice, Cultural-Pavillion

Design Category)
• Montalba Architects (Popular Choice, Best

Architecture Firm in North America)
• NADAAA (Jurors’ Choice, Best Public Projects

Architecture Firm)
• Skidmore, Owings and Merrill (SOM) (Popular

Choice, Best Sustainable Architecture Firm)
• Akira Koyama (Jurors’ Choice, Best Architecture

Firm in Asia)
Studio Toggle and AGi Architects are, so far, the

only Kuwaiti architecture offices to win this presti-
gious award, Studio Toggle being the first to win one
in 2020 for its Project Khat in Al Ula, Saudi Arabia.

Kuwaiti Architecture office Studio Toggle named
‘Best Young Architecture Office in the World’


