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Macron seeks to salvage power
Dozens of seats short of keeping parliamentary majority

South Africa 
euthanasia 
doctor released
CAPE TOWN, South Africa: A campaigner for
the legalisation of euthanasia in South Africa,
convicted of premeditated murders of three
people he helped to die, was released Monday
after three years of house arrest. Sean Davison
was sentenced in 2019 to eight years under
house arrest, five of which were suspended.

“I certainly do not regret what I did,”
Davison told AFP. “I helped three men suffering
unbearably with no hope of recovery, who were
determined to die and they were incapable of
ending their own lives”. He staged a press con-
ference to mark his release on the steps of the
Cape Town High Court on Monday.

The conditions of his house arrest meant he
was allowed to go to work and to church, but
remained under a three-year media ban. The
biotechnology professor at the University of
the Western Cape was arrested in September
2018 and charged with murder over three
“right-to-die” cases, including of his friend, a
quadriplegic man.

The other two were a man with motor-neuron
disease and a triathlete who became paralysed
after he was knocked off a bicycle while training.
In 2011, Davison faced a similar conviction in
New Zealand, his country of birth.

There he served a five-month house arrest
for helping his 85-year-old mother commit sui-
cide in the South Island city of Dunedin in 2006,
by giving her a drink laced with crushed mor-
phine tablets. The judge then said Davison’s
action was motivated by “compassion and love”,
rather than personal gain.

Davison, 59, who founded right-to-die charity
Dignity SA, paid tribute to the late Archbishop
Desmond Tutu for his support to the assisted
dying movement. He said the three-year deten-
tion in South Africa had energised him to fight
harder the legalisation of euthanasia. —AFP

Spain PM thrashed 
in Andalusia 
regional election
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PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron and his allies
on Monday were scrambling for a way out of political
deadlock after losing their parliamentary majority in a
stunning blow for the president and his reform plans.
Macron’s Ensemble (Together) coalition emerged as the
largest party in Sunday’s National Assembly vote, but was
dozens of seats short of keeping the parliamentary majori-
ty it had enjoyed for the last five years.

Surges on the left and the far-right destroyed the domi-
nant position of Macron’s deputies who, for the past five
years, had backed the president’s policies without fail.
Turnout was low, with the abstention rate recorded at
53.77 percent. The left-leaning Liberation daily called the
result a “slap in the face” for Macron, while the conserva-
tive Le Figaro said he was now “faced with an ungovern-
able France”.

Macron’s Together alliance won 244 seats, far short of
the 289 needed for an overall majority. The election saw
the new left-wing alliance NUPES make gains to become
the main opposition force along with its allies on 137 seats,
according to the Interior Ministry. But it is unclear if the
coalition of Socialists, Communists, Greens and the hard-
left France Unbowed will remain a united bloc in the
National Assembly.

Meanwhile the far-right under Marine Le Pen posted
the best legislative performance in its history, becoming

the strongest single opposition party with 89 seats, up
from eight in the outgoing chamber. A confident Le Pen
said her party would demand to chair the National
Assembly’s powerful finance commission, as is tradition for
the biggest opposition party.

“The country is not ungovernable, but it’s not going to
be governed the way Emmanuel Macron wanted,” Le Pen
told reporters Monday. Le
Pen said she would now give
up her party’s leadership and
focus instead on running her
parliamentary group.

‘Cannot just continue’ 
Hard-left firebrand Jean-

Luc Melenchon, who leads
the NUPES alliance, said he
would bring a motion of no
confidence against Macron’s
Prime Minister Elisabeth
Borne as early as July. “The government formed by
Emmanuel Macron cannot just continue as if nothing had
happened,” Melenchon ally Manuel Bompard said Monday.

Borne, who was elected to parliament in her first-ever
political race, was seen as vulnerable as Macron faces a
new cabinet shake-up after several of his top allies lost

their seats. His health and environment ministers lost their
seats and by tradition will have to resign, as did the parlia-
ment speaker and the head of Macron’s parliament group.

“For now the prime minister remains the prime minis-
ter,” government spokeswoman Olivia Gregoire defiantly
told France Inter radio Monday. “My fear is that the coun-
try is paralysed.” The outcome tarnished Macron’s April

presidential election victory
when he defeated Le Pen,
becoming the first French
president to win a second
term in over two decades. “It’s
a turning point for his image
of invincibility,” said Bruno
Cautres, a researcher at the
Centre for Political Research
of Sciences Po. 

A lot of imagination’
The options available to

Macron, who has yet to publicly comment on the result,
range from seeking to form a new coalition alliance, pass-
ing legislation based on ad hoc agreements to even calling
new elections. The most likely option would be an alliance
with the Republicans, the traditional party of the French
right, which has 61 MPs. LR president Christian Jacob

however said his party intended to “stay in opposition”.
Economy Minister Bruno Le Maire admitted “a lot of

imagination will be needed” from Macron’s party in what
Le Figaro said was “a jump into the unknown”. “We are
entering into a period that is unprecedented and uncer-
tain,” said Jean-Daniel Levy of Harris Interactive France.
“There is no ready made deal for a government,” he told
AFP. Macron had hoped to stamp his second term with an
ambitious programme of tax cuts, welfare reform and rais-
ing the retirement age. All that is now in question. A promi-
nent MP from Melenchon’s party, Alexis Corbiere, said
Macron’s plan to raise the French retirement age to 65 had
now been “sunk”.

In a rare bit of good news for the president, Europe
Minister Clement Beaune and Public Service Minister
Stanislas Guerini-both young pillars of his party-won
tight battles for their seats. On the left, Rachel Keke, a
former cleaning lady who campaigned for better working
conditions at her hotel, was also elected, defeating
Macron’s former sports minister Roxana Maracineanu.
Financial markets took the news of the result in their
stride, with little reaction seen Monday on stock or debt
markets. “It’s not a scenario that’s excessively negative,”
said Xavier Chapard, an analyst at Banque Postale. “The
government will still be centrist, and it will still be pro-
European.”  —AFP

PARIS: Leader of left-wing coalition Nupes (Nouvelle Union Populaire Ecologique et Sociale - New Ecologic and Social People’s Union) Jean-Luc Melenchon delivers a speech after the first results of the second round of the parliamentary elec-
tions in Paris.  —AFP

Petro elected as
Colombia’s first
leftist president
BOGOTA: Ex-guerrilla Gustavo Petro was elected the
first ever left-wing president of Colombia on Sunday,
after beating millionaire businessman Rodolfo Hernandez
in a tense and unpredictable runoff election. With all
votes counted, Petro - the 62-year-old former mayor of
Bogota - won with 50.4 percent to Hernandez’s 47.3 per-
cent. “As of today, Colombia is changing, a real change
that guides us to one of our aims: the politics of love... of
understanding and dialogue,” said Petro.

Hernandez, 77, accepted the result, in which he came
up short by 700,000 votes, in a Facebook live broadcast.
“I hope that Mr Gustavo Petro knows how to run the
country and is faithful to his discourse against corrup-
tion,” said the construction magnate, who had made
fighting graft his main campaign pledge. Petro will suc-
ceed the deeply unpopular conservative Ivan Duque, who
was barred by Colombia’s constitution from standing for
reelection, in a country saddled with widespread poverty,

a surge in violence and other woes.
Speaking to delirious supporters at his party head-

quarters in Bogota, Petro held out an olive branch to
his opponents. “This is not a change to deepen sectari-
anism in Colombia. The change consists precisely of
leaving hatred behind, leaving sectarianism behind.” He
added: “We want a Colombia that through its diversity
is one Colombia.” In another historic achievement for a
country where 10 percent of the population identify as
Afro-descendants, environmental activist and feminist
Francia Marquez will become Colombia’s first black
woman vice president. “The great challenge that all of
us Colombians have is reconciliation,” said the 40-
year-old, who was the target of threats during a frac-
tious campaign. “The time has come to build peace, a
peace that implies social justice.” In central Bogota,
thousands of Petro supporters - mostly young people -
rejoiced. “I’m celebrating because finally we’re going
to have change ... this shows there is hope,” academic
Lusimar Asprilla, 25, told AFP.

‘Joy for Latin America’
Leftist leaders in the Latin America region were quick

to congratulate Petro. “Gustavo Petro’s victory is historic.
Colombia’s conservatives have always been tenacious
and tough,” Mexico President Andres Manuel Lopez

Obrador wrote on Twitter. “Joy for Latin America! We
will work together for the unity of our continent in the
challenges of a world changing rapidly,” tweeted Chile
President Gabriel Boric. “The will of the Colombian peo-
ple has been heard, it went out to defend the path to
democracy and peace,” said Venezuela’s authoritarian
President Nicolas Maduro, who has been branded a dic-
tator by the opposition in his own country. —AFP

BOGOTA, Colombia: Colombian left-wing presidential can-
didate Gustavo Petro shows his ballot as he votes during
the presidential runoff election in Bogota.  —AFP

Russia stepping 
up attacks
KYIV: Russian forces have stepped up their shelling in
Ukraine’s Kharkiv and Donetsk regions, Kyiv said
Monday, after President Volodymyr Zelensky warned
to expect greater hostilities ahead of a historic EU
decision on Ukraine’s bid for candidate status. Nearly
four months after Russia launched a bloody invasion of
his country, Zelensky said in his evening address on
Sunday there had been “few such fateful decisions for
Ukraine” as the one it expects from the European
Union this week.

“Obviously, we expect Russia to intensify hostile
activity this week ... We are preparing. We are ready,”
he said. Leaders of the EU’s 27 member states will dis-
cuss at a summit on Thursday and Friday whether to add
Ukraine to the list of countries vying for membership.

EU foreign ministers gathering in Luxembourg
kicked off the week urging Moscow to stop blocking
the export of vitally needed grain from Ukraine, a top

global supplier. “One cannot imagine that millions of
tonnes of wheat remain blocked in Ukraine while in the
rest of the world people are suffering hunger. This is a
real war crime,” the bloc’s top diplomat Josep Borrell
said. Moscow has denied responsibility for the food cri-
sis, and blames Western sanctions for the disrupted
deliveries that have pushed up cereal prices and fanned
fears of famines in vulnerable regions.

Heavy bombardment 
On the ground, Russia appeared to be making some

battlefield advances in the east. In its daily update on
Monday, Ukraine’s presidency reported heavier
Russian shelling in the Kharkiv region in the northeast.
In the Donetsk region, the intensity of the attacks “is
growing along the entire frontline” it said, leaving at
least one person dead and injuring seven people,
including a child.

Fighting also continued in the key industrial city of
Severodonetsk in the east, with Ukraine saying it had
lost control of the adjacent village of Metyolkine.
“Unfortunately, we do not control Metyolkine anymore.
And the enemy continues to build up its reserves,” the
Lugansk regional governor Sergiy Gaiday said in a

statement on social media.
Moscow’s forces have for weeks been battling to

seize the eastern Donbas region, after being repelled
from other parts of the country following their February
invasion. A chemical plant in Severodonetsk where hun-
dreds of civilians are said to be sheltering was being
shelled “constantly”, Gaiday said. —AFP

AVDIIVKA, Ukraine: A Ukrainian serviceman mans a posi-
tion in a trench on the front line near Avdiivka, Donetsk
region amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.  —AFP

‘Faced with an 
ungovernable 

France’


