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News in brief

Medvedev remains at top 

PARIS: Russian Daniil Medvedev remained top of the
ATP rankings released Monday despite his loss in the
Halle final over the weekend to Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz.
Hurkacz’s victory saw him jump two spots into 10th
place while Italian Matteo Berrettini, who won on grass
at Queen’s, falls to 11th and Britain’s Cameron Norrie to
12th. Serbia’s Filip Krajinovic, the losing Queen’s finalist,
rose from 48th to 31st. in another development, World
number one Medvedev screamed at his coach during an
on-court outburst Sunday before going on to lose his
second straight ATP grass-court final when he was
brushed aside by Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz in Halle.
Medvedev had few answers as he crashed to a 6-1, 6-4
defeat inside 64 minutes. This was a second consecutive
heavy defeat in a final for the Russian who also lost in
straight sets to Tim van Rijthoven last Sunday at ‘s-
Hertogenbosch. —AFP 

Chelsea’s Buck to step down 

LONDON: Bruce Buck is stepping down as chairman of
Chelsea after almost 20 years in the role, the Premier
League club announced on Monday. The American, who
will leave his post at the end of June, will continue to be
involved in the club as a senior advisor. It follows the
completion of the Todd Boehly-led consortium’s
takeover of Chelsea at the end of May. “I am proud to
have helped Chelsea realise great success on the pitch
and make a positive impact in the community,” said
Buck. “Now is the right time to step down and let new
ownership build on the strong foundations we have in
place.” Buck has been chairman since 2003 after play-
ing a key role in previous owner Roman Abramovich’s
acquisition of the club and has overseen huge success
on the pitch for both the men’s and women’s teams and
major development off it. —AFP

Papadakis, Cizeron take off

PARIS: Olympic ice dance champions Gabriella
Papadakis and Guillaume Cizeron announced on
Monday they are taking a year off from competition.
The French couple, who won the Olympic title in Beijing
in February, also won a fifth world title in March. They
will now miss the 2023 world championships in Saitama,
Japan. “We decided to take a little break from competi-
tion, to take the time to rest and to concentrate on
shows and gala tours,” Cizeron said in an interview with
AFP and French sports daily L’Equipe. The announce-
ment puts in doubt the couple’s future involvement in
high-level competition. “The only thing we’re sure about
is that we won’t do next season. For everything else, all
the doors are still open,” Papadakis said. “It wasn’t really
a difficult decision to take. It was difficult to confirm it
(in our minds) because we have never taken this sort of
decision,” Papadakis said. —AFP

West Ham sign Nayef Aguerd

LONDON:  West Ham announced the signing of
Rennes defender Nayef Aguerd on Monday in a deal
worth a reported £30 million ($37 million) once add-
ons are included. The Morocco international, 26, who
spent two seasons with the French Ligue 1 club, has
signed a five-year contract with David Moyes’ side. “I
was really excited when I heard about West Ham
United’s interest,” said the left-sided player. “When I
heard about it, I knew I needed to go to the Premier
League, because it’s a dream for every player. “West
Ham is a historic club. I saw a few of their games this
year, and I saw the fans and the atmosphere were fan-
tastic.” Moyes, whose side finished seventh in the
Premier League last season, said Aguerd had been on
the club’s radar for some time. —AFP

BROOKLINE: Scrappy English underdog Matt
Fitzpatrick, hardened in steel town Sheffield,
endured epic pressure and hit the shot of his life
when it mattered most on Sunday to win the US
Open. The 27-year-old blasted a stunning 9-iron
from a left fairway bunker onto the 18th green and
two-putted for par from 18 feet to capture his first
major title. “It’s one of the best shots I ever hit.
There’s no doubt about it,” he said. “That probably
is such a huge shot in the moment.

“If I ’m honest, I  look back to my three
approaches into 15, 16, and 17 as all really good
shots - 18 was kind of just a bit of hit and hope. “It
just all happened so fast. It was like just kind of
natural ability took over... it was amazing. “The
feeling is out of this world. It’s stuff you dream of
as a kid. To achieve it, I can retire a happy man
tomorrow.” Fitzpatrick credits his upbringing with
developing the work ethic and discipline that paid
off with a dream come true at The Country Club,
where he had won the 2013 US Amateur.

“It’s a steel town, but I love Sheffield. It’s great.
It’s where I’m from. It’s where my football team’s
from. It ’s where al l  my best pals are from,”
Fitzpatrick said. “I feel like I’m the same deal. Not
expected to do well, not expected to succeed. I’ve
won a major today. “I feel like I certainly work
hard for it, and that’s kind of where I’ve grown up
from is that’s the mentality of everyone around
there. It’s certainly like underdog mentality and
you work for what you get.”

For the past two years, part of that effort has
been a fitness training program that has him hitting

longer off the tee. “Since I’ve been hard on it from
the start this year, I’ve noticed an even bigger
jump without really feeling like I’m going after it,”
Fitzpatrick said. “For me hitting driver and pitching
it on the green, I didn’t actually expect that this
morning. That was kind of a real good indication of
where I’ve got to.”

Major for caddie Foster 
Fitzpatrick’s caddie, Billy Foster, is finally the

bagman for a major champion after 40 years car-
rying clubs for such stars as Seve Ballesteros, Lee
Westwood, Thomas Bjorn and Darren Clarke. “It
means the world to Billy,” said Fitzpatrick. “It’s
unbelievable. I know it’s something he’s wanted for
a long, long time. To do it today is incredible. “We
ended up working together. I was kind of in
between caddies. He just split up with Lee, and just
happened to work out.

“It’s so funny. He kept telling me the first time on
the job, I’ll just do 25 weeks and maybe get a fill-in
for the others. I think he’s had about two weeks off
in four years.” It was Foster who recognized the
improvements in Fitzpatrick’s game and his knowl-
edge of The Country Club could come together
into a breakthrough major triumph. “Billy had been
saying for a while, the time will come,” Fitzpatrick
said. “‘You’re playing so well. Just keep doing what
you’re doing. It will come. It will happen.’

“I put myself in position after two rounds and
then played well yesterday. I just really believed
this could be the time. Because of my success here
before, it just felt like this was the time. “It all just

fell into place that this was the place it was going
to happen.” Fitzpatrick says that it takes six major
wins to be a legend. “I’ve got a bit of a way to go,

but it’s a good start,” he said. “I’ve just got to keep
doing what I’m doing and hopefully more will
come. “I’m delighted with one so far.” —AFP

27-year-old captures first major title

Scrappy Fitzpatrick hits the 
shot of his life to win Open

BROOKLINE: Matt Fitzpatrick of England poses with the US Open Championship trophy after winning dur-
ing the final round of the 122nd US Open Championship at The Country Club on June 19, 2022. —AFP

England power past 
plucky Netherlands 
in second ODI
AMSTELVEEN: England beat off a plucky attack
by the Netherlands on Sunday to defeat the hosts
by six wickets in a shortened second one-day inter-
national at VRA cricket ground outside Amsterdam.
The win by the world champions give them an unas-
sailable 2-0 lead in the series, with the final match
to be played at the same venue on Wednesday. The
Netherlands won the toss and opted to bat, setting
Eoin Morgan’s men a target of 236-7 in 41 overs.

Heavy rain overnight delayed the start of the
match with officials waiting for wet patches to dry
next to the batting-friendly pitch and on the outfield.
England opener Phil Salt slapped 77 off 54 balls
before falling to Dutch youngster Arjan Dutt, who
also claimed the scalp of fellow opener Jason Roy.

Roy, who scored a single run in England’s record
total of 498 on Friday, redeemed himself by hitting
73 off 60 balls. Unlike Friday’s run-fest which was
peppered with sixes, Sunday’s match was a more
demure affair, with England’s first six only coming in
the 15th over when Roy smacked Dutt over mid-
wicket to clear the boundary. Salt survived an early
scare when an attempted off-side cut sent the ball
into the air, only to fall between two Dutch fielders -
none of whom decisively nominated for the catch.

The Welsh-born Salt never really seemed trou-

bled after that, celebrating his half-century with a
stylish four off the bowling of Bas de Leede. Dutt
however had the last laugh when Salt attempted to
play around the ball and was beaten, seeing the
bails flying off the stumps behind him. England
however scored freely, smacking 29 fours despite
the fall of Morgan and Liam Livingstone’s wickets in
quick succession.

‘Missed opportunity’ 
“I’m delighted,” Morgan told Sky Sports after

the match. “With the ball, Brydon Carse came into
the game and hit the series with plenty of pace and
with something we haven’t seen before. “And with
the bat again Phil Salt contributed for the second
time doing what he does. Jason Roy did well in his
100th cap,” Morgan said. The Netherlands earlier
posted a solid 235-7 against a blistering England
attack led by David Willey and Carse on a deck that
mainly stayed low.

Newly-minted captain Scott Edwards’ move paid
far better dividends than Friday’s first ODI, when
England were sent in to bat and proceeded to set a
new one-day world record of 498. Top-scoring
Dutch batsman Edwards, with 78, played a skipper’s
innings which included three sixes and four fours.
Former captain Pieter Seelaar, who has been
plagued by a recurring back injury and did not play,
announced his retirement from international cricket
after the match.

Together with exciting rookie Teja Nidamanuru,
who slugged 28 off 30 balls, Edwards put on the
best partnership for the Dutch of 73 runs. Edwards
was eventually run out after Willey removed the

bails at the bowlers’ end with a bull’s-eye throw. “I
was feeling good out there. Today was a missed
opportunity to really get that score up to 260,” said
Edwards. “We need to improve our powerplay.
That’s where the game got away from us.” 

De Leede carved out a patient 34 including slog-
ging a big six off the bowling of Adil Rashid in the
15th over, the ball flying over cow corner to break a
window pane in the press box. A promising spell
however came to an end when he mistimed another
attempt at a slog off the bowling of Livingstone,
popping the ball up into the air for an easy catch by
Willey. A late flurry by Logan van Beek with 30 not
out saw the hosts post a defendable total. —AFP

Kupcho captures 
Meijer LPGA 
Classic in playoff
WASHINGTON: Jennifer Kupcho sur-
vived a roller coaster of a round to win
the Meijer LPGA Classic with a birdie at
the second playoff hole, denying 2021
champion Nelly Korda and Irish Solheim
Cup star Leona Maguire. After failing to
clinch the playoff at the first hole -
where she missed an eagle putt from
inside four feet, Kupcho two-putted
from the fringe at the second playoff
hole, again the par-five 18th, to seal it.

Maguire had a chance to extend the
playoff, but her two-foot birdie putt
lipped out. Korda was eliminated with a
par at the first playoff hole as both
Kupcho and Maguire came up with
birdies. “It’s been really special,” said
Kupcho, who added a second LPGA
victory to the major title she captured at

the Chevron Championship in April.
“I mean, this leaderboard was

stacked. I think that’s what I’m most
proud of is the players that were up
there with me - it was a very close battle
to the end and I’m proud of it.” Kupcho
started the day one off Korda’s lead and
was in trouble early with a double bogey
at the third and a bogey at the sixth. She
regrouped to card a one-under-par 71
for an 18-under total of 270, where she
was joined by Korda - who needed a
birdie at the 72nd hole to cap an even
par round and make the playoff - and
Maguire, who stormed to the top with a
seven-under par 65.

New Zealand’s former world number
one Lydia Ko was alone in fourth after a
bogey-free 68 for 271. Kupcho, who
opened the week with a career-best 63
and also led after the second round,
rolled in a long eagle putt to start turn-
ing things around at the eighth. She
added a birdie at the ninth then saw
another long birdie putt curl just enough
to drop into the side of the cup at 12.

She would add another birdie to take a
one-shot lead, but a bogey at 16
dropped her back into a tie.

Korda had her own troubles early
with bogeys at the fourth and ninth, but
she bounced back with birdies at 10 and
12 before a bogey at 13 - where she was
unable to get up and down from a
greenside bunker. The American, who
was playing her second tournament
since a four-month absence to treat a
blood clot in her left arm, forced her way
into the playoff with a birdie at the 72nd
hole, where she chipped to two feet.

But it was Maguire, who won her first
LPGA title at the Drive On
Championship in Miami in February, who
went into the playoff with all the
momentum after a superb round that
featured eight birdies, the last one giving
her the clubhouse lead. Her steady rise
was a marked contrast to the fortunes of
US star Lexi Thompson, who had the
solo lead after her fourth birdie of the
day on 10 but fell back with three
bogeys coming in. —AFP

MICHIGAN: Jennifer Kupcho of The
United States poses with the trophy
after winning the Meijer LPGA Classic
at Blythefield Country Club on June 19,
2022. —AFP

AMSTELVEEN: Scott Edwards of the Netherlands looks
on during the second one day international (ODI) ICC
Cricket World Cup Super League cricket match
between The Netherlands and England on June 19,
2022. —AFP

‘Positives’ for India 
as South Africa T20 
series ends 2-2 
BANGALORE: Skipper Rishabh Pant on Sunday said
India’s different approach to win matches has paid off
after their Twenty20 series against South Africa ended
2-2 with the final game being washed out. The hosts
bounced back from 2-0 down to level the series with
convincing victories in the absence of top stars includ-
ing regular captain Rohit Sharma and batting stalwart
Virat Kohli. Rain played spoilsport in the series decider
in Bangalore when persistent showers forced umpires
to call off the match with just 3.3 overs bowled and
India on 28-3 after being put into bat first.

“It might get a little bit frustrating (with the no result),
but there are a lot of positives, especially the way the

whole team showed character after the series was 2-0 (in
favour of South Africa),” said Pant. “We are just finding
different ways to win the matches, we are trying to play
different kind of cricket which we never used to play.
There will be mistakes but as along we learn from our
mistakes and keep improving it will be fine.”

India won the third match by 48 runs and then ham-
mered the hosts by 82 runs for their second successive
win on Friday. Pace bowler Bhuvenshwar Kumar was
named player of the series for his six wickets. Indian open-
er Ishan Kishan topped the batting chart with 206 runs.
Pant, who was made national captain for the first time
ahead of the series when KL Rahul pulled out injured, had
an ordinary outing with scores of 29, 5, 6 and 17.

“It is for you guys to decide on how I am doing as a
player and captain,” the wicketkeeper-batsman said on
his first series as Indian leader. “I can only focus on giv-
ing my 100 per cent every time I go on the field and
keep improving.” India now head to Ireland for two T20
matches while a few players including Pant head
straight to England for a rescheduled fifth Test starting

July 1 in Birmingham. In the final T20, play started 50
minutes late, when rain forced the teams to head off the
field just before the first ball was bowled. —AFP

BANGALORE: South Africa’s Keshav Maharaj (left) and
India’s Rishabh Pant pose for pictures as they share the
trophy after rains interrupted the fifth Twenty20 inter-
national cricket match between India and South Africa
on June 19, 2022.  —AFP


