
JERUSALEM: Zionist entity’s unlikely coalition gov-
ernment, the first ever backed by an Arab party, was 
forged a year ago to oust right-wing premier 
Benjamin Netanyahu, but ultimately collapsed over the 
Palestinian conflict. As a result, Zionist entity looks 
headed for new elections-the fifth in less than four 
years-and the threat of widening fissures between the 
groups that made up the eight-party “change” 
alliance. 

The veteran Netanyahu, some observers predict, 
will battle for a comeback in part by exploiting divi-
sions between the right-wing Jewish and Arab-Zionist 
groups that had managed to cooperate for 12 months. 
During that time, Prime Minister Naftali Bennett held 
together the ideologically disparate coalition of 
hawks, centrists, doves and Arab Islamists, united 
chiefly in their desire to oust Netanyahu after 13 years 
in power. 

Bennett-who is now due to hand over the top post 
to Foreign Minister Yair Lapid-focussed on areas of 
consensus and sought to avoid the most divisive top-
ics, especially around Zionist’s occupation of the 
West Bank. 

But it was that flashpoint issue that eventually end-
ed the unlikely coalition which, already weakened by 
defections, now also faced a revolt by left-wing and 
Arab lawmakers. The issue that brought down the cur-
tain was a previously obscure law that allows Jewish 
settlers in the West Bank to live under Zionist jurisdic-

tion while many Palestinians live under the rules of 
military occupation. 

Arab coalition MPs, from the left-wing Meretz and 
the Islamist Raam party, refused to re-certify the law, 
which gives settlers equivalent legal standing to peo-
ple who live inside Zionist entity’s internationally 
recognised borders. 

 
‘One big weak link ‘ 

Bennett-a religious nationalist who once led a set-
tler lobby-said that allowing the measure to lapse by a 
June 30 deadline would spell security risks and “con-
stitutional chaos”. He instead chose to end the govern-
ment, thereby delaying a final vote on the issue until 
after another election. 

Political analyst Dahlia Scheindlin said the coali-
tion’s collapse proved, once again, that “no govern-
ment can afford to put aside the Zionist-Palestinian 
conflict”. She told AFP that Netanyahu, despite his 
ideological support for extending Zionist entity’s law 
to West Bank settlers, had told his Likud party to vote 
against its renewal, in order to deliver a fatal blow to 
Bennett’s government. “Netanyahu is a very good 
political strategist,” she said. 

“I think he knew from day one ... that there are 
many things that the coalition could agree on-and 
that there is one big weak link between those parties 
that he can (use to) wedge it apart, and that is the 
occupation.” 

The end came late on Monday, when Bennett and 
the centrist Lapid, the coalition’s chief architect, 
announced that all their efforts to salvage the coalition 
had been “exhausted”. They said they would back a 
bill to dissolve parliament. Barring any surprises, such 
as defections to the Netanyahu camp, this would likely 
trigger an election that could be held on October 25. 
In keeping with their power-sharing deal agreed one 
year ago, Lapid will serve as prime minister of the 
caretaker government for its remaining months. ‘ 

 
Unforgivable sin’  

The political turmoil again throws a spotlight on 
lawmakers from Zionist’s Arab minority, who make up 
21 percent of the population-especially Mansour 

Abbas, head of the Raam party, which won four par-
liament seats a year ago. Abbas said he decided to 
become the first Arab party leader to support an 
Zionist government in order to improve living condi-
tions for his constituents, including Bedouin in the 
southern Negev desert. 

Netanyahu-who at one stage had also made over-
tures to Abbas-on Monday evening lashed out at 
Bennett for leading a government that “depended on 
terrorist supporters” and which had “abandoned the 
Jewish character of Zionist entity”. “I will not form a 
coalition with Mansour Abbas,” Netanyahu vowed. 

Some commentators have seen Abbas’s collabora-
tion with the Bennett alliance as a game-changer that 
creates more space for Arabs in Zionist politics. But 

the lessons are not clear, argued former Netanyahu 
adviser Aviv Bushinsky. 

Some voters may say “it was an interesting experi-
ment, with the Arab Zionists in the government, but it 
cost us too much,” Bushinsky told reporters. The view, 
he said, may be that the Arab lawmakers “wanted 
more than we were willing to give, or they didn’t deliv-
er as we expected”. 

Nahum Barnea, a columnist with Zionist’s Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper, predicted that Netanyahu will 
now focus on the issue of Arabs in politics in a cam-
paign sure to be “brutal, malicious and nauseating”. 
“Likud will say that bringing an Arab party into the 
coalition was an unforgivable sin, an act of treason 
against the homeland.” — AFP
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reduced some exports and faced sanctions while 

Europe has announced plans to wean itself off 
dependency on Russian fossil fuels in coming years. 

Speaking ahead of ExxonMobil’s unveiling as the 
fourth international partner for Qatar’s natural gas 
expansion, chairman and chief executive Darren 
Woods said major uncertainty lies ahead. “You are 
probably looking at three to five years of continued 
fairly tight markets,” Woods told the Qatar 
Economic Forum. “How that manifests itself in price 
will obviously be a big function of demand, which is 
difficult to predict.” 

On top of under-investment in finding new oil 
sources in 2014-2015, Woods said the pandemic 

“really sucked a lot of revenues out of the industry”. 
Woods said companies and governments needed to 
think long-term. “We are going to see a lot of 
volatility and discontinuity in the marketplace if we 
don’t get to more thoughtful policies,” he predicted. 
Representatives from the Middle East energy indus-
try also renewed calls for better planning in con-
sumer countries. 

Qatar’s Energy Minister Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi 
meanwhile criticized the “demonization” of oil com-
panies, and the windfall taxes on oil majors that 
many governments are proposing. “I don’t see the 
governments coming to pitch in when they (oil com-
panies) were losing money and borrowing when the 
oil price was negative in Texas,” he said. 

ExxonMobil has taken a 6.25 percent stake in the 
expansion of Qatar’s North Field, which contains the 
world’s biggest natural gas reserves. The stake is the 
same as France’s TotalEnergies while Italy’s Eni and 
US firm ConocoPhillips have 3.13 percent shares. 
Woods said the project will “bring balance to the 
global market”. — Agencies 

Zionist entity’s ‘change’ government  
brought down by Palestinian conflict

Veteran Netanyahu will battle for a comeback

JERUSALEM: Zionist entity’s former premier Benjamin Netanyahu speaks to the press at the Knesset (par-
liament) in Jerusalem. — AFP 
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TUNIS: Tunisian President Kais Saied confirmed 
Tuesday that a draft constitution to be put to a referen-
dum on July 25 will not enshrine Islam as the “religion 
of the state”. “The next constitution of Tunisia won’t 
mention a state with Islam as its religion, but of belong-
ing to an umma (community) which has Islam as its reli-
gion,” he told journalists at Tunis airport. 

“The umma and the state are two different things.” 
Saied took delivery of the draft text on Monday, a key 
step in his drive to overhaul the Tunisian state after he 
sacked the government and seized far-reaching powers 
last July in moves opponents called a coup. 

Sadeq Belaid, the legal expert who headed the 
drafting committee, had told AFP in an interview this 
month that he would remove all reference to Islam from 
the new document in a challenge to Islamist parties. 

His comments, partly referring to Saied’s nemesis 
Ennahdha, an Islamist-inspired party which has domi-

nated Tunisian politics since 2011, sparked a heated 
national debate. The first article of Tunisia’s 2014 con-
stitution-and its 1959 predecessor-defined the North 
African country as “a free, independent and sovereign 
state. Islam is its religion and Arabic is its language”. 

The 2014 document was the product of a hard-
won compromise between Ennahdha and its secular 
rivals three years after the revolt that overthrew dic-
tator Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. The new text, produced 
through a “national dialogue” excluding opposition 
forces and boycotted by the powerful UGTT trades 
union confederation, is meant to be approved by 
Saied by the end of June before being put to voters 
next month. 

That is a year after the former constitutional law 
professor sacked the government, later consolidating 
his power grab by dissolving parliament and seizing 
control of the judiciary. His moves have been wel-
comed by some Tunisians tired of the corrupt and 
often chaotic post-revolutionary system, but others 
have warned he is returning the country to autocracy. 

Saied has long called for a presidential system that 
avoids the frequent deadlock seen under the mixed 
parliamentary-presidential system. Asked about that 
issue on Tuesday, he said: “Whether the system is pres-
idential or parliamentary is not the question. — AFP 

Tunisia’s Saied  
confirms no state  
religion in charter

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast: The UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees has officially declared 
an end to refugee status for nationals of Ivory 
Coast, stating that the country has “turned the 
page” on bitter conflicts. “The cessation of 
(refugee) status is a gesture that has legal value 
because the people who stay abroad are no longer 
refugees. But it also has an important symbolic val-
ue, because it indicates that the country has turned 
the page,” Filippo Grandi told AFP on Monday dur-
ing a visit to Ivory Coast. 

Speaking on World Refugee Day, Grandi 
described the move as “the last act of the end” of 
the crises that have wracked the west African coun-
try, culminating in serious post-electoral clashes in 
2010-2011, when incumbent president Laurent 
Gbagbo refused to admit defeat at the polls by 
challenger Alassane Ouattara. 

Fighting rocked the commercial capital Abidjan, 
some 3,000 people were killed and at least half a 
million people fled to safety, according to official 
agencies. The lifting of refugee status by the 
UNHCR will take effect on June 30 and concerns a 
few tens of thousands of refugees who sought 
refuge in neighbouring countries during the conflict, 
Grandi said. 

The UNHCR estimated in September last year 
that Ivorians had, with some exceptions, no cause to 
benefit any longer from international protection. Of 
325,000 refugees, 310,000 have already returned 
voluntarily to their country, the commissioner 
added. 

“Everywhere in the world we see rather the 
opposite. I came here to show the exception and to 
say that it is possible to do it if there is a political 
will,” he said, at a time when the UNHCR has count-
ed more than 100 million refugees or displaced 
people around the world. 

Ivory Coast, the former economic hub of west 
Africa and still the world’s leading cocoa producer, 
is engaged in a reconciliation process, marked in 
June 2021 by Gbagbo’s return after the International 
Criminal Court acquitted him of crimes against 
humanity during the crisis.  — AFP 

Ivory Coast ‘turns  
page’ on refugee  
crisis: UNHCR
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Around 19 former prominent opposition MPs 

issued a statement backing the MPs’ action and 
decided to hold gatherings at diwaniyas in support 
of the striking lawmakers. The first rally was hosted 
by former speaker Ahmad Al-Saadoun. The next 
two rallies were hosted by former MPs Abdullah Al-
Nafisi and Waleed Al-Jari. Jari said that all that the 
people want is to safeguard the 1962 constitution 
and democracy. 

Monday’s rally saw the attendance of former 
prominent opposition leader, ex-MP Musallam Al-
Barrak, and a number of former MPs who had 

returned from more than three years in exile in 
Turkey a few months ago. One of these former law-
makers, Jamaan Al-Harbash, said their attendance is 
a sign of support and to unify the ranks of the 
opposition to protect the constitution. 

But Deputy Speaker Ahmad Al-Shuhoumi 
launched a scathing attack on the opposition, 
accusing them of “terrorizing” their opponents. 
Former pro-government MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl, writ-
ing on Twitter, held the prime minister responsible 
for the turn of events, claiming the government 
failed to stop violations during the Dec 5, 2020 par-
liamentary elections, where the opposition scored 
an impressive victory. 

Meanwhile, pro-government MP Abdullah Al-
Turaiji said he has obtained information that the 
bank accounts of four MPs have been inflated with 
illegal deposits. He said he has sent questions to the 
finance minister, requesting details on the issue and 
on what legal procedures will be taken.

Opposition steps 
up campaign amid...
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And with many Iraqis struggling to survive, 

spending around $105 dollars a month for a private 
generator is not an option. The authorities “must 
help poor people”, Umm Mohammed said, decrying 
their failure to provide an adequate mains supply. 
Referring to how the government treats its citizens, 
she said: “Even God does not agree to that.” 

Iraq is the second-largest oil producer in the 
OPEC cartel. But the once thriving country has for 
years bought gas from neighboring Iran, which sup-
plies about one-third of its power sector needs. US 
sanctions on Iranian oil and gas have complicated 
Baghdad’s payments for the imports, leaving Iraq in 
heavy arrears and prompting Tehran to periodically 
switch off the taps. 

The result is longer power cuts for most of Iraq’s 
41-million-strong population, many of whom blame 
politicians and endemic corruption for their plight. 
Anger over blackouts helped fuel deadly protests 
from late 2019 to mid-2020, including many in 
southern Iraq. Nataq Al-Khafaji, who lives in 
Nasiriyah, just north of Basra, said getting by in the 

heat without electricity was “very difficult for the 
children and the elderly”. “It’s hell,” he added. 

During the summer holidays, Khafaji’s three chil-
dren have nowhere to go and little to do. Stuck in 
their darkened home, they try as best as they can to 
escape the suffocating heat outdoors. Khafaji has 
bought a battery-operated fan, but expressed wor-
ry that it would not be enough during the worst 
months “when it will be close to 50 degrees”. 

The United Nations ranks Iraq as one of the top 
five countries most vulnerable to climate change. 
Since mid-April, it has been battered by 10 sand-
storms - a product of intense drought, soil degrada-
tion, high temperatures and low rainfall linked to cli-
mate change. President Barham Saleh has warned 
that tackling climate change “must become a 
national priority for Iraq as it is an existential threat 
to the future of our generations to come”. Saleh said 
desertification affects 39 percent of Iraq, where 
water supplies are also dwindling drastically and 
crop yields are declining.  

With heat waves and dust storms “expected to 
increase over the years”, so will health issues, said 
Seif Al-Badr, a spokesman for the health ministry. 
“We expect to be treating more people for a variety 
of illnesses linked to climate” change, he told AFP. 
But efforts to address such issues appear to have 
been shelved, as Iraq grapples with political dead-
lock that has left it without a new government after 
polls last October. — AFP 
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 incredible stretch of river where it lives.” The 

researchers fitted an acoustic tag to the stingray 
before returning it to the river, to try to learn more 
about the secretive creature’s elusive behavior. 
Last month, an endangered giant freshwater 
stingray four meters long and weighing 180 kilos 
was also hooked by a fisherman in the same 

province. More than 1,000 fish species call the 
Mekong home and the stingray is not the only 
giant lurking in the muddy waters - the giant cat-
fish and giant barb also reach up to three meters 
long and 270 kilos in weight. 

Scientists have warned that plastic waste threat-
ens wildlife even in the deepest stretches of the 
Mekong, along with “ghost nets” - abandoned by 
fishers but still able to snare fish. The famous water-
way starts in China and twists south through parts 
of Thailand, Laos, Myanmar, Cambodia and 
Vietnam, feeding 60 million people through its 
basin and tributaries. But environmentalists have 
long voiced concerns about dam building along the 
Mekong River that will destroy fish stocks. — AFP 

Cambodia nets 
world’s biggest...


